
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
 First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury         June/July 2019 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

A Message from the Pastor… 
Absence makes the heart grow fonder.  At least that is what people often 
tells us. This fall we will have the chance to test this theory.  We are 
planning for a time of sabbatical where both pastor and parish are gifted 
with the opportunity to ponder what God has in store for us as we continue 
this journey. After six years of ministry I will have a chance to regroup and 
refresh spiritually, emotionally and physically. I intend to spend time resting 
and hiking and visiting churches that are doing innovative things and of 
course, I will sleep. I will go on a silent retreat and develop a reading list of 
the books that in the midst of daily ministry have gone unread.   I trust that 
as we lean into unstructured time, God will provide the nourishment we 
need to keep moving forward.   

A sabbatical gives both pastor and parish the time to breathe.  We can 
ponder questions that have been lingering on the horizon.  We can delve 
more deeply into scholarship that will inform the unfolding and ever-
evolving ministry that we undertake together as the body of Christ.  In this 
sacred time I will relish the refreshment  that days without meetings and 
sermon writing and planning for new ministries brings.  I pray that you will 
make time to engage in this spiritual work as well.  I pray that you will 
accept the invitation to reflect on what makes this community so 
meaningful to you.  I pray that you will gather with folks to share and dream 
and listen and receive the vision our still speaking God has for us.  

I will be away from August 17 until November 17. We are still in the process 
of discerning who will lead the church through this time. As soon as that 
person has been identified we will introduce him or her and commence 
getting to know one another.  Both the church leadership and I will work 
with this person to prepare them for the work ahead. When I return I look 
forward to working collaboratively to continue this important work of 
planning and discernment.  Throughout the summer the new interim pastor 
will meet folks and become acquainted with the staff. In the fall the interim 
pastor will lead worship, engage leaders in dialogue about the church’s 
mission and ministry priorities and talk about the church’s hopes and 
aspirations for the future. The sabbatical time offers us the unique chance 
to take a deep breath and observe the places that God is at work in our lives 
and in the life of this congregation.  

I look forward to this sabbatical, not because I am anxious to be away from 
you, but because I love the church and take this calling to be your pastor seriously.  Ministry is a demanding profession 
and in these times of profound change and tumult, there are days when it can seem overwhelming.  Sabbath is a sacred 
discipline, not one we make available in the form of a sabbatical offered to clergy after 6 or 7 years when our tanks have 
run dry and we are struggling.  Sabbath and renewal are spiritual practices in which we engage on a regular basis.  I trust 
that we will receive many profound blessings as we enter into this sacred time together.     

In Christ’s love 

Lynne 
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A Message from the Music Director 
 

It has been a wonderful 10 months since I began serving as your Music Director. I have 
enjoyed making music with you! On May 19th we celebrated Music Sunday and I would like 
to fill you in on the happenings in the Music Ministry. 

The offertory that the Shrewsbury Ringers played on Music Sunday was dedicated by Sue  
and Craig Phyfe in honor of 40 years of ringing God’s praises at FCCSM. Sue also collected 
images and artifacts for the handbell display on Music Sunday. Elaine Shaw arranged a 
second handbell display across from the entrance to the chapel. The first three octaves of 
handbells at FCCSM were purchased in 1979. Three octaves have been added since then 
along with five octaves of handchimes. Thank you to Karen Daukas and Emma Krause for 
polishing the bells in preparation for music Sunday. 

 A group of 11 ringers from FCCSM will be attending the biennial New England regional conference of the Handbell 
Musicians of America in Hartford, Connecticut at the end of June. I am happy to report that the Handbell Musicians of 
America granted me a full director’s scholarship for the conference fee. 

Malcolm Halliday presented a concert together with Chester Brezniak as part of 
FCCSM’s Arts on the Green series on Saturday May 4th. Malcom featured two piano 
solos from Mexico. The clarinet was featured in works by Argentinian, French, Italian, 
German and English composers. I especially enjoyed the rich Jazz-like harmonies and 
meandering melodies in Rosita Iglesias by Carlos Guastavino. Malcolm informed us that 
Guastavino is often called the Schubert of the Pampas. Considering my fondness for 
the music of Schubert it is little wonder that this was my favorite work on the program. 

Sadly, Inna Muravnik’s Arts on the Green concert on June 8th has been canceled. Inna 
had emergency eye surgery. We will reschedule soon. 

Have a wonderful June. 

Curtis Smith 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Pastoral Relations Committee 

The PRC serves as both an advisory group to the pastor, sharing the ideas, dreams, hopes, expectations and concerns of 
the congregation, and a support group for the pastor.  The committee helps to foster a healthy relationship between 
the pastor and the congregation as we continue our faith journey together.  Please feel free to contact any of the 
committee members listed below.  We welcome your questions, comments or concerns. 
  

Senior Pastor PRC: 
  

Kathi Buzzell—508.365-1260—kabuzzell11@gmail.com     Dave Russell—508.753.1660—davrusl@aol.com 
Diane Sainsbury—508.393.6276—dgsainsbury@gmail.com  Jay Salsgiver—508.842.2892—jsalsgiverjr@aol.com 

Diane Smith—508.596.7147—dets@roadrunner.com 

Update on Interim Associate Pastor Search 

After the annual meeting in January, our task force prepared and posted a job opening for our Interim Associate Pastor 
with the UCC Mass Conference. This included a job description and a church profile.  We started receiving information on 
viable candidates in April. At this point our task force is interviewing applicants for the position. We have several 
possibilities and hope to be making a decision soon.  Finding times where everyone involved is available is indeed a 
challenge. We move forward in hope and faith that all things happen in God’s time.  
 

In peace and love,  
 

Helen Porter, chair     April Mullins 
Jay Salsgiver      Paul Sainsbury 
Debbie Deldotto     Lynne Dolan 
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 Living Our Mission:  Fellowship  By Kathleen Rocheleau 

According to our church’s mission statement, besides coming together as 
Christians on Sunday mornings to listen to the Word, we “are committed to 
reaching out through prayer, caring, sharing and fellowship.” There are many 
ways our church community is living out this mission statement throughout the 
week.  

According to Merriam-Webster, fellowship is a “community of interest, 
activity, feeling, or experience.” We celebrate fellowship in many ways at our 
church – some are visible like Sunday Coffee, others not so visible, but they are 
still an important way for people to connect with each other and with their church 
family. A play group was organized in our church more than 6 years ago to give 
children and their parents (yes, Dads are welcome!) a chance to make friends. 
Children can practice their social skills in a safe and familiar setting with their 
parent close by and adults get support and friendship from people who 
understand exactly what they’re going through as parents. The group meets 
twice a month and changes each year as some kids “graduate” to school and 
new parents are looking for ways to connect with other families who have 
children around the same age as theirs. When the weather is nice, they meet at 
Dean Park and during the colder or rainier months, they meet in the Preschool 
Room at church.  

When I visited on a recent rainy Friday morning, the group was 
preparing for Mother’s Day. One of the Moms was helping each child decorate 
a pot with finger paint and then plant a petunia in it. While that was going on, 
the other kids who ranged in age from 2-4 years old, were enjoying the many 
toys available in the preschool room, role playing, having a snack, playing with 
balloons, engaging in some imaginative play, and generally having fun. When a 
disagreement developed, the kids worked it out and showed wonderful 
compassion for one of their group who was feeling “a little sad.” Sometimes 
there is an organized activity like the planting project, a themed story time, or 
a birthday celebration. On other days, it’s just general play time, but no matter 
what, there are lots of smiles and fun for the kids and a chance for parents to 
interact with other adults. 

My visit to this play group brought me back almost 30 years to when I 
was a new stay-at-home mother of 2 preschoolers and the play group I found 
became an important part of our daytime social life. Friendships my daughters 
and I made in that group are still strong today.  
Being part of a playgroup is great for kids, but it is also great for adults – you 
can share your concerns, ideas and experiences, learn from other parents, and 
learn about your community. If you, or someone you know, would like to find 
out more about the FCC play group, contact Laura Kenney at 
laurashufelt@gmail.com. Participants don’t have to be a member of our church 
and grandparents or caregivers are also welcome to bring their little ones.  

 

 

 

June 2 
Sharing Sunday 

 

 
 

June 9 
Hands for Hope Blessing 

 

 
 
 

June 9-15 
IHN Volunteers Needed 

 

 
 

June 16 
Father’s Day Mission Trip Fundraiser 

 

 
 
 

June 23 
Mission Trip Commission Sunday 

June 23 – 28 
Mission Trip 

June 30 
Mission Trip Witness Sunday 

 

 
 

Summer Cinema Movies & More 
Most Wednesdays at 7:00pm 

 

 
August COG Deadline:  July 15 

Publication:  July 24 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

mailto:laurashufelt@gmail.com
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Gather as Christians… 
 

Can We Talk?, the new group focusing on women’s experiences at different stages of life meets the second 

Wednesday of the month at 11:30 in the Adkins Room. The next meeting is June 12. Those of us feeling out of 
step with the electronic world, wondering what our role as senior adults can be, wanting to prepare to face 
end-of-life issues, and  also wanting to become more gratefully aware of blessings in our everyday lives will 
explore these and other questions in future months.  We are also interested in some group outings 
occasionally. 

If you share these questions, come and join our new women’s group and make new friends! 
Wendy Driscoll,  Rena Mayberry,   Marie Murphy and   Janet Trippi 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Leah Circle meets on the second Wednesday at 7:00pm in the Parlor unless otherwise noted.   

Please join us for our end of the year dinner on June 12 at 6:00pm at the Post Office Pub. All are welcome. 
We’ll meet in the church parking lot at 5:30 to car pool. If interested call Sue Phyfe at 508-842-2414 by  
June 10. 
 

Martha Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30am in the Adkins Room.  It is open to 

all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting fellowship and camaraderie. We 
bring in educational speakers and are engaged in many goodwill projects and fundraising to benefit the 
church and community.  For information, contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Summer Cinema “Movies and More” will again be presenting a summer movie series in the Youth Room Movie 

Theatre!  On most Wednesdays, beginning May 29 at 7:00 pm, we’ll be featuring a film from a variety of genres and 
eras: screwball comedies, action-packed adventures, romantic pairings, mystery thrillers, and musicals. The average 
length of our films will be 2 hours. 

Most of our films are acceptable for viewing by children as young as 3rd grade, although some subject matter may not 
be of interest to them. As school starts to wind down for the year, the schedule will begin to include specifically family-
friendly films that will appeal to younger children.  Please feel free to ask if you have any questions about film ratings or 
content. 

Our series kicks off with the 1955 romantic mystery ‘To Catch a Thief’, starring Cary Grant and Grace Kelly.  

American expatriate and retired cat burglar John Robie, “The Cat” (Grant), is now living a respectable life in high style 
on the French Riviera. However, a new wave of jewel thefts bearing the Cat’s hallmark means that he must find out who 
the copycat is before the authorities pin the crimes on him. Robie enlists the help of a Lloyds of London insurance 
agent, convincing him that it takes a thief to catch a thief. High on the list of potential targets is Jessie Stevens, in 
Europe to help daughter Francie (Kelly) find a suitable husband. Robie strikes up an acquaintance, and the game is 
afoot.  Grant is debonair as usual, and Kelly was never more glamorous. Add the spectacular scenery of the French 
Riviera, and this charming and light Hitchcock film makes for a thoroughly enjoyable summer escape. 

Series Kickoff  5/29:  To Catch a Thief – Cary Grant, Grace Kelly 

Upcoming films in June: 

6/5 Thoroughly Modern Millie (‘67) – Julie Andrews, Mary Tyler Moore 
6/19 E.T.: The Extraterrestrial (‘82) – Henry Thomas, Drew Barrymore 
 

Future selection line-up will be made with input from viewers…we have a list, and also welcome suggestions for movies 
that were produced in 1995 or before. 

Keep your calendar open on Wednesdays and plan to join us for the fun! 
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Study and Learn… 
 

High School Youth Group 
Father’s Day Car Detailing Fundraiser: Want to do something nice for your dad on Father’s Day? Or is your car simply in need of 
some T.L.C.? Whatever the case may be, we have some good news for you! On June 16, our High School Youth Group is offering a 
car detailing service during worship. Park your car in the church parking lot on Sunday morning and the youth group will have it 
vacuumed out, windows shined, rims sparkling, dashboard cleaned, and a nice air freshener in place by the end of worship. Please 
sign up in advance after worship. We are asking for $25 per car. All proceeds go toward the youth group’s mission trip. Any 
additional donations are graciously welcomed to help us secure our remaining funding for the trip.  
June 
June 02 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm, plan Mission Trip “fun” day 
June 09 – Mission Trip Orientation for Youth/Parents at 7:00pm 
June 16 – Father’s Day; Car Detailing Fundraiser 
June 23 – Mission Trip Commission Sunday 
June 23–28 – (Sun.-Fri.) Mission Trip! 
June 30 – Mission Trip Witness Sunday 

July and August – Summer Break...see you in September! 

Christian Education 
“Breathe... This Church Year is Over” 
 

This has been a trying year for the church with many triumphs, a few trials and lots of change. But that’s now the past and in the 
past it will remain simply as another memory in time. Now we go enjoy vacations and a break from school!  This doesn’t mean you 
need to take a break from church though. CE will be looking to offer some “family night outs” during the summer in case you can’t 

make it on Sundays. The kids and I talked about all the 
family movies coming out this summer (Toy Story 4, 
Secret Life of Pets 2). Detective Pikachu and Ugly Dolls 
got most votes of what to go see together.  

“Summer Sunday School” 
 

Sunday School primary curriculum runs from September 
- May but that doesn’t mean the faith formation and fun 
does. The DCE and volunteers are still here during the 
summer Sunday after Sunday and would love to 
continue the Christian journey together with you in 
these summer months. 
 

On a personal note, it’s been a joy and privilege to be 
your DCE this past year.  
 

Moving ever forward, 

Leo 
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Pray, Care, Share… 
 

Angel Awakenings… 
 Blessings to folks willing to step into a new space with LGBT 

asylum seekers and people who love them.   

 Blessings to faithful people who have a vision to make our church 
building open, accessible and compatible to the many people with 
whom we share it. 

 Blessings to walkers who continue to have a passion to work to 
eliminate homelessness in our region. 
 

Youth Group Provides Meal for LGBT Asylum Seekers 
Lasagna, pasta, salad, and bread were on the menu at the May planning 
meeting of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Asylum Task Force, 
thanks to the willing hands and spirits of the Youth Group of First 
Congregational Church.   Rev. Lynne, Rebecca Krause, Paul Mullins and 
Suzanne Moriondo were honored to serve the meal to nearly 50 asylum seekers, 
organizers and guests.    
 

Founded in 2008, the Task Force is a ministry of the Hadwen Park 
Congregational Church of Worcester.  This organization is dedicated to 
supporting the basic human needs of LGBTQI individuals who are seeking 
asylum in the United States.  In over 70 countries it is still illegal to identify as 
LGBTQI, and punishment could be torture, imprisonment or even death.  The 
Task Force strives to facilitate housing, food, clothing, cell phones, 
transportation, medical and mental health care for these refugees, many of 
whom escaped abuse, beatings, torture and even witnessed their friends or 
partners being killed. 
 

During the meeting, attendees heard one man's story of seeing his friend shot 
seven times.  He lamented that asylum seekers are being characterized in the 
US as coming here to take advantage of the system, when they are coming here 
to escape death by their own governments.  These refugees are required to 
document their stories to prove that they are gay and that their lives are 
threatened at home.  His story, written with the help of a lawyer, is already 13 
pages. 
 

Rev. Judy Hanlon explained that it costs $32,000 a month to maintain the 
program.  The group is organizing their 4th annual gala fundraiser to be held in 
October at the DCU center.  More information and ways to support this justice 
ministry can be found at http://www.lgbtasylum.org/.  If you would like to join 
with other FCC folks in providing another planning meeting meal, please 
contact Rev. Dolan. 
 

 

 

 

 

R 

 
Pastoral Care 

If you are sick or in the hospital, 
please let us know so that we can 
check in on you.  Please email the 
church office (office@fccsm.org) 
or leave a message for the pastor 
at  
(508) 845-7286. 
 

Prayer Requests 
We are happy to hold you or 
someone you know in our 
prayers, please let us know if you 
need our assistance. 
 

Shrewsbury Channel 28 
Local access broadcast of Sunday 
services are on: 

Thursdays at 9:00 AM 
Fridays at 10:30 PM 
Mondays at 9:30 PM 

For those not in town, please 
check Shrewsbury Media 
Connection Video Library and 
search for “FCC” or SPAC 
Facebook page. 
 

Heroes Needed! 
The Care Team outreach program 
called “Carpool Heroes” is 
looking for volunteers to help 
with rides to Sunday worship or 
any church activities.  Your 
commitment could only be once 
every other month.  If you would 
like to volunteer … or need a ride 
to church or a church activity … 
please call Janet Fotiadis at (508) 
873-1346. 
  

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury  

 

NEED TO KNOW 

Booknotes from the Library…Children have lots of questions about God 
and how God helps their lives. Our new collection, "My Little Book of Dear 
God Letters,”  handles each question as a letter to God, presenting 
answers to complicated questions in simple language that is meaningful 
and understandable to children. Each letter also includes a biblical text 
reference.   Come check out the many wonderful books for children (and 
adults) in our church library. There is something for everyone. 
 

http://www.lgbtasylum.org/
mailto:office@fccsm.org
https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury
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Serve God and Our Neighbor… 
The Care Team Ministry  On behalf of the Care Teams,  I  would like to reiterate to the congregation that the purpose of 

this ministry is to provide care, support, thoughts and deeds of kindness, and many other forms of encouragement such as cards, 
calls, meals, transportation to Church on Sunday or to any other Church related function,  and possibly to a doctor’s appointment if 
needed.  We are ready to help, but don’t always know when help is needed. I hope that you will feel comfortable contacting me 
directly (by email at dasrusl@charter.net or phone at 508-753-1660) or calling the Church at 508-845-7286 and Ellen will relay your 
information. If you feel more comfortable, please have a friend call.  Our Care Teams are made up of many people who do various 
forms of “caring”.  If you need anything, please do not hesitate to contact me or the church. Thank you.  Sue Russell 
 

Mustard Seed  May 1st Mustard Seed dinner was a wonderful success!  Thank you to all volunteers: John & Stephanie Ambra, 

Kathi Buzzell, Darcy Connors, Deb Del Dotto, Jean Feldkamp, Fran Garofoi, Jerry Haiy, Roberta Jelinch, Marty Leroux, Christina 
Manos, Ed Molyneaux, Don & Peggy Robinson, Dave & Sue Russell, Steve Tougas and the Leah Circle. Thank you to the Congregation 
for your time and your financial support in this ministry.  Please know that the diners are most grateful to everyone for providing such 
enjoyable meal and delicious desserts. A special thank you to everyone who donated to Mustard Seed’s Food Pantry your donations 
help to prove nourishment to local families and individuals in need of supplemental food and was very much appreciated. For more 
information on volunteering for Mustard Seed please contact Janet Pike (508 842-0533).  

Hands for Hope  meets on the fourth Monday of the month, in the Parlor from 10 am until 11:30. Please join us! Welcome 

Blanket Project:  The Hands for Hope Ministry is participating again in the Welcome Blanket Project.   Here’s what IRC’s Supply 
Chain Supervisor Madelynn Paz wrote about the request: “These blankets provide a warm, handmade welcome to asylum seekers 
recently released from detention, who have been through so much already on their journey. The knowledge that someone cares enough 
to send handmade blankets makes a huge impact, especially when many families with children are released at bus stations or churches 
with few or no belongings. These blankets provide both comfort and warmth to what has been a difficult journey for many.” 

Welcome Blanket sees this as an opportunity to proactively, positively and creatively support asylum seekers who are in limbo. So 
we are joining in!  The blankets are requested to be 40” x 40”, machine washable and include a note of encouragement.  Due to the 
distribution to asylum seekers, sample notes have been provided to send love that sets the right tone as only a minority of those 
seeking asylum will likely be granted. If you would like to participate, contact Linda Russell, at russelllin@charter.net, so we know 
to look for your blanket and can send you the note information or if you have any questions.  Our goal is to mail the blankets by 
mid-June, with a possible 2nd mailing over the summer if needed. 
 

IHN We are currently seeking Volunteers to Host at IHN for the week of June 9 -15. What is IHN? IHN is where Volunteers are an 

integral part of the success in stabilizing homeless families. IHN works in partnership with the interfaith community to provide 
temporary shelter to homeless families with children of all ages enabling families to remain intact. The primary goals for IHN are to 
assist adults in increasing their income and to help them secure permanent housing, while providing the critical support services 
necessary for them to succeed. The IHN shelter is located in Worcester at 91 June Street, a three story house, and provides a safe, 
secure and loving family-oriented environment for up to six homeless families. Your involvement helps IHN to house families at a 
fraction of the cost of traditional shelters. 

How can volunteers help?  

Evening Host Volunteer(s) [(Sun-Sat) 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm] 

 Dine with the guest families who cook dinner and you can provide a side dish or dessert. You can bring dinner for 
everyone, if you would like, just let the Director know in advance [(508) 755-2212] that you will be providing this 
meal so the families don’t make dinner that night. After dinner you can socialize with the guests or plan activities 
for the children or help tutor children.  

Overnight Host Volunteer(s) [(Sun-Thurs) 7:00 pm to 6:30 am] & [(Fri & Sat) 7:00 pm to 8:30 am]  

 Stay overnight and sleep on cots located in the Director’s or the Case Manager’s offices. Most of the time families 
retire early to their rooms.  

IHN’s Host Signup sheets are on the Outreach’s Bulletin board located in the hallway by the kitchen. You can also signup online at 
www.tiny.cc/ihnvolunteers . Please consider Volunteering your time to help provide caring, compassionate support to the guest 
families that are experiencing troubling and stressful times. 

 If this is your first time being an IHN Host Volunteer please be aware that there is a required one hour training session being 
held at our church on Thursday May 30th at 7 pm in the Chapel. You can signup online for training at www.tiny.cc/ihntraining . 

  An alternative training session may also be arranged if you cannot attend this scheduled training session by contacting Jean 
Feldkamp.  

For questions on being a Host Volunteer please contact Janet Pike (508-842-0533) ̶ mrsbear8@msn.com or Jean Feldkamp                    
(508-450-0404)  ̶  jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com.  

mailto:russelllin@charter.net
http://www.tiny.cc/ihnvolunteers
http://www.tiny.cc/ihntraining
mailto:mrsbear8@msn.com
mailto:jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
 
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
 
Join us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
                               

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Please join us Sunday Mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 

Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

Miss the warm fellowship of friends 

This Sunday! 

 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Christian Education Director:  Leo Biocchi 
cedirector@fccsm.org  
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 

finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 

office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 

  

June/July 2019 

Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 
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