
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury          June 2020 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

A Message from the Interim Pastor 

INTO THE UNKOWN 
I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 
And he replied: 
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 
 

     The above poem was written by Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957), an English 
poet, a Congregationalist missionary, an early leader in the human resources 
movement, and later a lecturer at the London School of Economics. She wrote the 
poem in 1908 while she served as a missionary in India. It later was published in 
1912 with the title “God Knows.” However, it remained unknown until George VI 
quoted it in his 1939 Christmas message to the British Empire over the BBC. The 
king did not mention the author’s name, so the newspapers began to search. Once 
they discovered the author, the contacted a surprised Haskins, by then 63 years old 
and retired. She had not listened to the broadcast and only learned that the king 
used it when the newspapers contacted her. Since then, it has become one of the 
most quoted poems of the twentieth century. The king used the poem, at the 
urging of his wife and daughter (the future Elizabeth II), because World War II had 
begun in September with the Nazi invasion of Poland and people were very 
anxious. It is a poem about trust, trust that God will be our guide when we venture 
into the unknown. 
     The Covid-19 pandemic is not a world war and it is not a repeat of the 1918 
influenza pandemic, the so-called Spanish flu, that began in Spring 1918 and ended 
in Summer 1919. That pandemic infected 500 million people (one third of the world 
population at that time) and killed about 50 million people; 10% of the global 
population. The mortality rate was 10% (sometimes 20% in certain populations). Its 
chief victims were young adults in the prime of life – and many of these were 
soldiers still fighting in the First World War. The war would rage on until November 
11, 1918. The Spanish flu killed more people in 24 weeks than the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic killed in 24 years. But we are not in this situation. We have medical 
technology and resources that was undreamed of 102 years ago.  
     Nonetheless, this novel coronavirus is a new threat, and unknown enemy, and as 
such it provokes fear. As we learn about how to treat and prevent it, and as time 
passes, people will begin to accept the pandemic as a new normal. It is already 
happening. And the grim reality is that economic pressures mean that most of us 
must return to work or school. There is a societal imperative to make a living, to 
secure food and shelter, and to ensure that children receive the benefit of a good 

education. In other words, as we emerge from stay-at-home advisories and lockdowns, we will enter the unknow. For some, it will 
feel like an unwelcome invitation to “walk through the valley of the shadow of death.” (Psalm 23:4) But we will not walk alone. 
Eventually our church will re-open to in-person worship, hopefully sometime in summer. No one knows how long this crisis will last, 
but it will end. So, as summer arrives with its sunny optimism, I would invite all of us to put our hands into the Hand of God. Yes, we 
are walking into the unknown and there are real dangers, but we shall overcome. These words of Julian of Norwich (1343-1416) – an  
English nun and mystic, and herself a survivor of the Black Death, the worst plague in human history – bear repeating:  “All shall be 
well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.” 
  

See you online – and again in church when the time is right, 
Jim      
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Draft Opening and Affirming (ONA) Statement 
 

In response to the mandate given at the January 2020 Annual Meeting, the ONA Task Force has drafted a statement. 
This statement, once finalized, will be voted on at a special meeting of the congregation sometime in the Fall 2020. 
If passed, the congregation will become an Opening and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ. The 
draft statement is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Members of the congregation are invited to give feedback to the co-chairs of the ONA Task Force. Please 
send an email to either or both of the co-chairs: Marie Murphy (murphy3@gmail.com) and Helen Porter 
(hvporter@townisp.com). 
 

Why ONA? 
In this edition of the Church on the Green we have invited members of the community to reflect on the church's 
decision to become an Open and Affirming congregation. They share their experiences, hopes and expectations for 
what this might mean for our church and perhaps, how we might be transformed by making this commitment.   
 

From Candice and Tara McRae ~ As a Christian family, we had been looking for a church for a while.  Faith is 

important to us and we wanted to bring religion into our children's lives.  Last year, we started really looking and 

had heard about First Congregational Church, so we decided to come to a service one weekend.  We immediately 

felt welcomed and after several weeks of attending, saw the wonderful community that the church fostered which 

was so important to us.  Our children joined the Sunday School program and our daughter has joined the Youth 

Choir.  We have been coming for over a year now, and we truly feel like we belong here. We are so thankful that we 

found this church and have become a part of the community.  It is so important that other families like ours can 

feel comfortable stepping in to a church, knowing that they will be welcomed and can worship in a safe 

environment.  We would be so happy to see First Congregational Church officially become Open and Affirming, 

and blessed to grow this congregation with other families who are searching for their church home. 

Open and Affirming Statement 
First Congregational Church 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts 

 

The Great Commandment 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than these.  Mark 
12:30-31 
 

We, the First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, endeavor to live out the Great Commandment by loving, 
welcoming, and affirming all people. We celebrate everyone including people of all gender identities and 
expressions, sexual orientations, ages, races, cultures, family configurations, economic circumstances, 
physical, cognitive, and emotional abilities, educational levels, spiritual and religious traditions. We invite all to 
share in the Christian life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and 
joys of our church family. 
 

We publicly commit ourselves to the ongoing work of being an open and affirming (ONA) congregation, 
listening to the still-speaking voice of God.  We shall strive to fulfill this affirmation with God’s grace, journeying 
together in Christian faith. 

 

Draft approved by the ONA Task Force on 4/27/2020 

mailto:murphy3@gmail.com
mailto:hvporter@townisp.com
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Why ONA? (Continued) 
 
 

From Helen Porter ~ You and I know we are supposed to love everyone.  But we all know we fall short quite 
often.  We tend to judge people by standards of our own making.  We are uncomfortable with people who are 
different from ourselves, who are broadly defined as “other.”  Christ calls us to rise above that. 
 

Why should we become an Open and Affirming congregation?  This is a question we all need to ask ourselves 
as we prepare to vote on this issue.    For me, the best way to sum up what it means to be a Christian is found 
in the simple, yet so difficult, Great Commandment, to love God and love others as we love ourselves. 
 

Christ calls us to be better versions of ourselves.  It is part of a Christian’s life journey.  The vote to become 
ONA won’t be the end of the process.  It will be another step in a process where we are actively seeking to 
grow, to be that better self. By the grace of God and walking together in faith, we can step out of our comfort 
zone to work together toward fulfilling the Great Commandment. 
 

From Rev. Cindy Maybeck ~ I yanked on the leash, but my dog stubbornly pawed at the neighbor’s lawn.  With 
rising panic, I saw the front door swing open.  “Come on!” I muttered to a dog not budging.  “It’s OK,” called a 
kind voice, “I just wanted to meet you.”  And just like that I relaxed in the presence of unexpected kindness. 
 

I’ve been thinking a lot about kindness lately.  To be kind is a basic rule I learned as a child in Sunday School; 
simple enough – to be kind is to choose not to be mean.  Jesus tells us to love our neighbors, after all.  As we 
bear down on the eighth week of stay-at-home orders, kindness has become more important than ever – 
lifegiving, radical, and an action turning me from despair to hope. 
 

To declare an Open and Affirming statement will ground our church in hope as we prioritize kindness toward 
our neighbors.  To welcome LGBTQ people, to welcome people with different abilities, to welcome people of 
color will promise that we are willing to change, become flexible, listen to experiences from those living on 
the margins.   
 

I have been praying that this terrible time of isolation and pandemic will change us for the better.  I pray that 
we will become kinder with a deepened sense of God’s love in our hearts.  It’s not easy.  Daily, I must practice 
setting down my frustration, stepping away from my anger, to surrender again and again to God’s wisdom 
and love.  Who knew a trip to the grocery store could reduce me to tears?  But then another customer gently 
pointed to the arrows on the floor, moved his cart to make more room, looked at me with eyes above a mask 
and I could see the smile, the encouragement, the kindness.   
 

Every day, I learn more about being a good neighbor and about being kind.  Voting to become an Open and 
Affirming Church will offer yet another opportunity for this Christian practice of kindness. 
 
 
 
             
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Avis Kemp Scholarship 

The Scholarship committee is pleased to announce our Avis Kemp Scholarship recipients for 2020! 
They are Caitlin Kane and Tamara Pedjoe.  

We congratulate both graduates and wish them well as they enter college in the fall. 
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Buildings and Grounds Update 
 

Although the pandemic has altered our daily lives with social distancing, virtual church services, Zoom 
meetings. masks, gloves, designated shopping hours, and numerous jogging, walking, and biking activities, 
Building and Grounds has been able to move ahead with two of the church's major projects.   
 
 
 

New Parsonage 
After many months of the town permit 
process, existing parsonage setbacks, and 
Registry of Deeds in Worcester & Shrewsbury 
town hall restrictions during a pandemic, we 
were finally given the green light to proceed 
with construction on Wednesday, April 29, 
2020!  Since then, our contractor, Shrewsbury 
Homes, Inc., began excavation, poured 
footings, and foundation.   Backfilling of walls 
and framing will start the week of May 
18th.  Anticipated completion date is 5-6 
months.  
 
 

 
 
Sanctuary Painting 
Monies from our last Capital Campaign and a generous gift from the Gifford Trust, we are able to paint our 
beautiful church sanctuary in preparation for the celebration of our 300th anniversary in 2023.  The first phase 

of this project was completed last summer 
with the painting of Gifford Hall.  Originally, 
the sanctuary was to be completed this 
summer, but with the arrival of the Covid-19 
pandemic, we were able to move up the 
project date.  Prior to the start, everything was 
removed from the sanctuary and our painting 
contractor, A. Cole Painting, Inc., then began 
their work to protect all existing flooring, and 
pews and to erect the scaffolding for access to 
the high ceiling.  On Friday, May 8th, repair of 
cracks on walls and woodwork in balcony area 
began, as well as the ceiling.  After priming 
and painting of all the walls and woodwork is 
complete, the pews and hymnal brackets will 
be done.  

 
 

Church Deep Cleaning 
A "deep cleaning" of the entire church building by a commercial cleaning firm will take place once we have 
been officially cleared to open by the Governor's "slow reopening" mandate. 
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FCCSM Youth 
 

Preschool, K-4 Sunday School ~ by Alana Dros 

“We may not be able to be together, but your Sunday School teachers and volunteers are thinking about you 
and posting regularly on our Sunday School Families Facebook page.  Each week you will find a video reading, 
a lesson from the Sparks Story Bible, and crafts/projects you can do together at home.  If you complete a 
project, please consider uploading a photo to the Facebook group!  If you are not already a member of this 
private group, you can join by searching for ‘Sunday School Families – FCCSM’ in Facebook and then request 
to join.  If you need help joining, please reach out to Alana Dros at drosfamily2004@hotmail.com and she can 
assist in adding you to the group.  We hope that you are all staying busy and healthy and look forward to 
seeing you all again soon.” 
 
 

Youth Group News ~ by April Mullins 

Mission Trip 2020 Cancelled! ! ! 
This is the saddest sentence I've ever written.  The three mission trips I've been on have been the most 
wonderful and amazing experiences.  I've been to new places, met new people and, most importantly, I've 
forged close relationships with kids and adults of our own church family that have brightened my days, made 
me laugh, helped me learn things about myself, taught me grace and forgiveness.  We have amazing people in 
this church!  
 

The COVID-19 has robbed us of our chance to experience that again this year.  There is a lack of closure that 
makes my heart hurt.  I can only say that we are looking forward: forward to when we can gather again, to plan 
the next mission trip that will transform our lives, to lock-ins and fundraisers and all the other events that 
connect us and make us better, stronger, connected.  
 

Thank you to everyone who was 
involved in or supported Youth 
Group this year!  We can't wait to 
see you again whenever we gather 
next. Stay Healthy until then. 
 

Please join us in congratulating 
the following High School Seniors 
who will be graduating this year: 
 

Caitlin Kane   
Tammy Pedjoe 
Kyra Ward 
Seth Mullins 
Michael Bonollo 
Alex Martineau 
G. Noel Doan 
 

The Youth Group 
Committee:  Vicky Batchelder, 
Heidi Ebers, Christine Evasius, 
April Mullins, Deb Pumphret 
 

 

mailto:drosfamily2004@hotmail.com
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Flea Market ~ White Elephant Sale 
Have you been putting the stay at home advisory to good use by doing your spring cleaning?  Have you 
discovered some treasures that you no longer want but think that someone else might be interested in? 

Even though November seems very far away right now, the hope is that time will bring normalcy and we will 
be together in our Church building again to hold our Church fair. 

The fair’s Flea Market/White Elephant sale depends on the items that you donate.  If possible, please set aside 
your treasures for the next lucky owner. The items that we CANNOT accept are the following: stuffed animals, 
books, exercise equipment, computers, TVs, clothing, large pieces of overstuffed furniture, infant/child car 
seats, mattresses, and cribs. 

We will happily accept GENTLY USED kitchen items such as pots and pans, glassware, dishes, utensils, small 
electric appliances, knick-knacks, garden tools and garden decorations, small pieces of furniture, lamps, 
workshop tools ,puzzles, games, pictures, tablecloths, linens, luggage, etc.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kathi Buzzell at 774-258-1178, kabuzzell11@gmail.com or Sue Russell at 508-753-1660, 
dasrusl@charter.net.  Thank you.  

 
 Change of Plans RE: Community Harvest Project Farm Volunteer Day on June 13th 
     The CHP Farm has spent the last several weeks evaluating how all of the variables 
associated with the current Covid-19 pandemic affect their operations. The staff have been 
working diligently with the help of a small but mighty team of volunteers and they report 

that everything is right on schedule. All of this is in an effort to stay on track and ultimately provide much 
needed fresh fruits and vegetables to the many people who rely on the produce grown at CHP. 
     As an organization that thrives because of the thousands of volunteers that support their work each year, 
this is particularly challenging. However, to protect the health of everyone in our community, they are 
cancelling all group volunteer requests through June 13. As a result, our church will be re-scheduling our 
volunteer day for another date. Watch for the re-scheduled date in the next edition of COG and in our 
weekly "Looking Ahead". Please contact Larry Iannetti with any questions: LarryIannetti@yahoo.com  
 
 

Mustard Seed  May 6th Mustard Seed takeout meal was a Big Hit! Four 3 ft. Italian hero subs and Four 

large sandwich rings from BJ's were sliced up into 120 sandwiches. In addition, each of 120 takeout bags 
contained a granola bar, a small fruit snack and Karis Ray’s homemade gourmet packaged cookies. The 
patrons at Mustard Seed were very thankful to the people of First Congregational Church for providing a 
delicious meal.  

 
 

 

Please Hold in Your Prayers…  
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse,  
Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Phyllis Rich, Chris Laurson, 

Gary & Barb Sampson, Sandy Wilson, Debi Martell, Doris Hobbs 
Bill Siegmann, Billy Lund, Florence Stowe, Donna and Beau Meyer and family. 

 
… also, all military personnel, first responders, health care workers and all who protect and care for us. 

  
  

mailto:kabuzzell11@gmail.com
mailto:dasrusl@charter.net
mailto:LarryIannetti@yahoo.com
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Gratitude 
 

From Dennis Pike ~ I would like to thank everyone for all of the cards, caring and condolences on the recent 
passing of my mother Lois. My church family helped gate me through some very difficult times. May God give 
everyone a blessing and guidance for these times. 

 

 
 
 

From Geoffrey Graeber ~ I am ever so grateful to Dave Rocheleau and Paul Dobner for the guitar lessons they 
have given me and other members of the church by volunteering their time each week. They have consistently 
given their time and expertise as musicians with their guitars. They have been excellent instructors!... 
 
 
 
From John, Stephanie and Andrew Ambra ~ A special thank you from the bottom of our hearts for all the 
prayers, altar flowers, and cards and notes of heartfelt sympathy and caring that we have received from our 
church family, following the loss of John's sister, Helen in Florida on April 17th.  
 

Helen loved and felt so blessed to receive notes and cards from our Care Team Ministry members during her 
extended illness.   
 
 
 

From Ellen Jones ~ I would like to thank John Ambra for all he is doing for the church right now – everything from 
cleaning and emptying trash, to overseeing the building of the new parsonage, to arranging and directing the 
painting of the sanctuary, to lining up a cleaning service. 
 

I would also like to thank Janet Pike who has been helping me to get the COG newsletters out every month by 
taking them home, folding and sealing them and returning them back to the church, all ready for bulk mailing. 
 

Lastly, I would like to thank David McRae for taking photos to help us document the progress of the new 
parsonage!         
 
 

 
 
     
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s With the 
Cardinals? 

 

Cardinals represent: 

Life 

Hope 

& 

Restoration 

Miracle Tree ~ E. Jones 
I’ve always loved the way trees support each other – even different 
species. If you look closely at this tree in the cemetery, you will see an 
evergreen growing out in the center of this entirely different species! 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
 
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
 
Join us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
                               

 

 

 

 

  
Please join us Sunday mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 

Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

miss the warm fellowship of friends 

this Sunday! 

 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 
office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 

  

June 2020 

Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 
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