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To Mr. Franklin P. Rice of Worcester, and the Worcester Natural History Society, 

we are indebted for the account of the Finding of the Mastodon remains, and we 

quote below from portions of it. 

 On Monday, November 17, 1884, workmen engaged in digging a trench in a 

meadow on the farm of William U. Maynard, at the Shrewsbury-Northborough 

line on the main road, came upon some teeth and other remains of a huge animal 

seven or eight feet below the surface.  Mr. Maynard was notified and further 

search was made, which resulted in bringing to light more fragments of bone, 

several teeth and portions of what appeared to be tusks, the outer layer of ivory 

being well preserved.  Mr. Maynard took these specimens to his house, washed 

them and tested the hardness of some of the teeth with a hammer. 

 The same day he placed the relics in the hands of Dr. F. W. Brigham of 

Shrewsbury, who brought them to Worcester and exhibited them to the members 

of both the Natural History Society and the Society of Antiquity.  On Tuesday 

several of the members, including Mr. Rice, went to Shrewsbury and under the 

directorship of Dr. Brigham, visited the spot where the discovery was made. 

 Just east of Mr. Maynard’s house, which is in Shrewsbury almost on the 

Northborough line, is a meadow of several acres extent and here, a few rods from 

the highway, the remains were found.  Mr. Maynard had been excavating in the 

center of this meadow, a large trench five or more feet broad and about seven 

feet deep.  Intending to fill it with stones, with the twofold purpose of making a 

drain and providing a road.  The matter excavated was of a vegetable or peaty 

nature and formed a layer about seven feet deep, below which was solid bed 

rock.  The workmen had apparently cut across the head of the animal as bones 

belonging to other parts of the body were not among those thrown up.  The party 

returned to Worcester and the teeth and bones were sent to Cambridge for 

identification. 

 The announcement of the discovery created quite a sensation in Worcester 

and the newspapers set forth the details in glowing accounts. 

 Suspicion existed in the minds of some that the affair alone be a hoax, and 

that while the teeth were undoubtedly genuine, they might have been placed in 

the hole for the purpose of deceiving the unwary.  An absurd story was circulated 

the next day to the effect that, some thirty years before, an elephant belonging to 
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a traveling circus had died in Shrewsbury and was buried there.  In consequence 

of this rumor, the Worcester Gazette man went over in the rain and interviewed 

the oldest inhabitants, who convinced him at once that the tale was a fabrication. 

 When the teeth were shown to Professor Agassiz of Cambridge, he at once 

pronounced them to be the teeth of a mastodon.  He also showed them to 

Professor J. A. Allen, an authority on the matter, and he wrote the following 

letter: 

“Museum of Comparative Zoology” 

Cambridge, Mass., November 20, 1884 

Thomas A. Dickinson, Esc. 

Worcester, Mass. 

 “The teeth you have shown me, taken from a swamp in Shrewsbury, Mass., 

are teeth of the Mastodon (Mastodon Americannus), and belonged to an animal 

probably about two-thirds grown, as shown by the size and condition of the 

teeth.” 

 “Although the Mastodon became extinct in historic times, its disappearance 

occurred at a comparatively recent date, geologically speaking.  It is deemed 

probable that it may have lived in “North America down to within a few thousand 

years, possibly within a few centuries of the discovery of the continent by 

Europeans.   

Yours truly, 

(signed) 

J. A. Allen 

 

The following Sunday while Mr. Maynard and his family were attending public 

worship, his premises were taken possession of by a hoard of invaders from 

nearby towns, who proceeded to exhume the Mastodon on their own account.  

Fortunately, the owner returned in season to prevent the upheaval of any 

considerable portion of his meadow, but not before a number of teeth had been 
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found and carried away, which were recovered at the expense of no little time 

and effort. 

 Mastodons formerly ranged from Canada to Texas and remains have been 

found in various parts of the United States. 

 Probably the most complete skeleton in existence is the one discovered in a 

swamp at Newburg, N.Y. in 1845.  This had been completely covered by water and 

was well preserved.  The measurements of this skeleton showed: Length 17 feet, 

Height 11 feet, tusks 10 feet 11 inches – about 2 ½ feet included in the sockets.  

The fore-foot measured 2 feet across, and the weight of the bones alone was 

2002 pounds. 

 The teeth of the Northborough specimen, while their roots had crumbled 

away, were perfect in their crowns and measured 2 5/8 by 4 1/8 inches across the 

crown, and weighed 19 ½ ounces. 
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 Joab Hapgood, the most noted gunsmith, invented a swivel plow which was 

such a success that he received royalties on 1000 of them.  A two page brochure 

by Ames Plow Co., of Boston advertises “Eccentric Swivel Plows, Hapgood Patent” 

and a one horse plow sold for ten dollars. 

 Across the street from Joab Hapgood lived Joel Nurse (517 Main Street), 

inventor of cast iron plows.  He took the “Patterns” to Hartford, Conn., and 

brought back a horse cart load of castings and in his shop, west of the house, 

finished them into plows. 

 Bad luck seemed to follow in the family for Joel.  Nurse was lost in the 

wreck of the “City of Columbus” off Gay Head in the early morning of January 18, 

1884, in which wreck nearly 100 lost their lives.  His father was killed at the corner 

of the Common, by the overturning of a load of lumber which he was delivering. 

 Steamboat wrecks were not an uncommon occurrence in early days as we 

have an account of how Calvin R. Stone, while on his way to St. Louis looking for a 

new business, was killed at Cincinnati by the explosion of the boiler of the 

steamboat “Mozella” – April 29, 1838.  The catastrophe happened about 6:00 

p.m., whereby more than 100 persons instantly lost their lives.  Calvin Stone was 

standing upon the deck of the boat, and thrown a distance of over 300 feet, and 

in elevation more than 100 feet upon the top of a house, the roof of which was 

partially broken in by his fall, and where his lifeless body was not discovered for 

several hours – his watch had not stopped, but the crystal broken. 

 Another case was that of Captain Josiah Richardson whose house still 

stands today at 621 Main Street.  He was an old time sea captain and while 

homeward bound on one of his voyages, fell from the icy rigging and broke his 

leg.  The mate took over, but midst severe wintry weather, December 30, 1853, 

the ship “Staffordshire” was dashed upon a rock near Cape Sable and the Captain 

went down with the ship. 

 Industry in the middle 1800’s was fast overtaking agriculture as a means of 

livelihood.  In Shrewsbury, Dr. Azor Phelps was putting out a medicine “Arcanum” 

advertised to cure almost anything and was doing a fine business. 

 Peace having prevailed for some time, the town decided to sell the Powder 

House, which stood at the north of the Common near the Congregational 
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Meetinghouse and so, on May 1, 1848, we find an entry in Josiah G. Stone’s diary 

saying: “Today the town sold the Powder House and contents.  Price of house 

$9.75 – quite a lot of lead, iron cannon balls, three muskets, camp kettles and 

powder, $23.00.” 

 Perhaps it was a good thing they moved the powder for 19 days later the 

nearby Congregational Meetinghouse was struck by lightning and some 

clapboards ripped off. 

 In 1846, a new County Road (Maple Avenue) to Worcester from 

Shrewsbury Center, was built going over Lake Quinsigamond on a floating bridge.  

In 1861 a dirt causeway was begun to replace the floating bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civil War 



 

8 
 

 We now come into the Civil War period and on May 2, 1861, the town 

“voted to appropriate $2,000 to the purchase of uniforms and equipment, also to 

pay each volunteer $1.00 a day while in service, $1.50 per week to the wife of the 

volunteer, and 50 cents a week for each child under 15 years. 

 During the Civil War, feelings ran high as attested by an account in the 

Worcester Telegram of 1907, which gave an account of this from several citizens 

living at that time.  The article is headed – “Strung up and Burned: Torch is applied 

to effigies in Shrewsbury.” 

 “Burned in effigy, hooted by hundreds of their fellow citizens and 

blackmailed in handbills, was the fate of three sturdy farmers of Shrewsbury 

during the stirring days of 1861, just following the firings of the first shot of the 

war at Ft. Sumter, S.C.” 

 Because they believed the cause of secession was just and right, Stephen 

Gleason, Schuyler Harrington and Luther Temple, braved the taunts of hundreds 

of their indignant acquaintances and despite the treatment they received, stuck 

up for the Johnny Rebs until the surrender of General Lee at Appomattox, which 

sounded the death knell of the Confederacy.  Feelings against the three men ran 

high at the time and among other drastic methods of treatment which were 

proposed, was that of tarring and feathering, but instead they were burned in 

effigy. 

 The effigies constructed and all arrangements perfected, the people of 

Shrewsbury gathered on the town Common in large numbers.  The images were 

strung up on poles, speeches were made reviling the originals of the stuffed 

statues, and finally the torch was applied. 

 Amid continued shouts and hoots, the effigies burned to ashes.  The next 

day the event was reported by friends to each of the three farmers, and were 

they mad!  The appearance that same morning of a scandalous handbill made 

them still madder.  The farmers were never able to unearth the names of the 

parties who were the ring leaders in the effigy burnings.” 

 Feelings also ran high just before the Revolutionary War against those 

suspected of “tory” sympathies and on January 4, 1773, a Committee of 

Correspondence was formed for the purpose of keeping abreast of the plans of 
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pro-British citizens and to exchange military information between the other 

committees throughout the area. 

 The first committee consisted of Dr. Samuel Crosby, Deacon Cyprian Keyes, 

Dr. Edward Flint, Lieutenant Isaac Stone, Thomas Andrews, Benjamin Fisk and 

Jedidiah Tucker.  On August 29, 1774, Benjamin Fisk was dismissed from the 

Committee being suspected of Toryism, examined by them and induced to sign an 

acknowledgment.  The records do not state as to what the form of ‘inducement’ 

may have been. 
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 In the year 1861, we find that the Selectmen’s Report stated: “We regret 

that we have been under the necessity of increasing the indebtedness of the town 

from $1,000 to $2,100, in order to meet the current expenses during the past 

year.  But when you have heard our report, and duly considered the extraordinary 

and unavoidable expenses of making a new road, improvements in the cemetery, 

carting gravel on the County Road leading to Worcester, furnishing new reading 

books for the schools, expenses at the Almshouse, we hope you will not charge 

the fault wholly to us.” 

 When we reflect that our town debt today is around $5,000,000, the 

$2,100 debt of 1861 seems insignificant. 

 In the early 1800’s, a re-occurring item of expense was “for barrel of 

crackers for the Tramp house, $2.00.”  In 1875 the town bought 9 barrels of 

crackers for $27.00 while expending only $2.20 for soap.  In various years entries 

show that from 145 to 546 tramps were “entertained overnight at the Work 

House,” and according to the report “and went on their way rejoicing.”  Things 

gradually got better as the Tramp Report of 1904 states – Whole number of 

tramps for the year, 368, a decrease from last year of 178, and if the law is 

enforced the coming year, the state will get rid of the pests.” 
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 In 1889, the Thompson-Houston Electric Railway System, which owned the 

West End Street Railway Co. of Boston, advertised “83 Roads in Operation or 

under Contract.”  Some railways were operated by electricity coming to the cars 

by overhead wires, others by cars having storage batteries. 

 A committee was formed to bring electric cars to Shrewsbury, and this 

committee favored the storage battery plan.  It never got off the ground, or 

should we say up the hills, but the Worcester Consolidated Street Railway Co,. 

extended a line through Shrewsbury, Northborough, and into Marlboro, the first 

electric car passing through Shrewsbury on June 27, 1897, spelling the demise of 

the old familiar stage coach which had carried Shrewsbury citizens for 114 years. 

 In 1903, there was another electric car line operating in town, the Boston & 

Worcester Street Railway Co.  The line had not been double tracked all the way, 

there being only a single track from the Northborough line to Lake Quinsigamond.  

In the summer of that year, near Walnut Street, there was a head-on crash which 

got the line off to a bad start. 
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 In the beginning town roads were identified by numbers, but in 1899 the 

town voted “to adopt street names” – thus, for example, road #2 which ran from 

Main Street to the Westboro line and which was at one time known as Goulding 

Hill Road, became South Street, and the Old Post Road became Main Street. 

 In 1884 the town voted for the first time the sum of $200 for the care of 

street lights, this being at the rate of 1 2/3 cents a night per light.  For years 

interested citizens had erected and maintained street lights in front of their 

homes, but the town report for the year 1900 shows an expense of $439.18 for 

the street lighting. 

 However, the kerosene lamp was on its way out, for on March 2, 1908, the 

town voted to construct a system for the distribution of electricity and to 

purchase the electricity from any electric company or street railway company, 

and in May of that year $16,000 was voted for that purpose.  Previously the 

committee had tried to enlist interest in an electric system for Shrewsbury from 

companies in Worcester and Marlboro, but had met with no success. 

 The following year, poles and 314 street lights were erected and the system 

served 70 customers.  The power was obtained by running a line to the Marlboro 

Electric Company and the cost of electricity for that year was $3,500.  Today there 

are street lights everywhere and the system served 8500 customers, while the 

yearly revenue is in excess of five million dollars. 

 As the purchase price of electricity is based on the peak load of the year the 

Shrewsbury Municipal Light Commissioners decided to generate some of the 

electricity here to level off that peak, so in 1961 (and later expanded) an 

automatic peaking station or generating station if you prefer, was erected on Lake 

Street. 

 The Town Hall, having become too small for the light department offices, as 

well as inadequate for other town offices and departments, the company offered 

to build a new town office building from their surplus and future earnings.  A 

beautiful colonial style building was erected at 100 Maple Avenue which, for the 

first time, permitted the housing of all town offices under one roof.  Adequate 

parking space was also provided and in 1966 the building was put to use. 
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 In August, 1972, the Police Department moved into their new building 

adjacent to the Town Office Building.  Here-to-fore they and the Fire Department 

were in the same building at the head of the common, but both departments 

needed more space. 
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WATER SUPPLY 

 At the annual town meeting of March 5, 1900, we find article 15:  “To act 

upon the petition of Oliver W. Wyman and others to see if the town will take any 

action in regard to a better supply of water for public use.  To see if the town will 

bore any wells, erect any wind-mills, build any reservoirs, or act thereto.” 

 Charles O. Green, Romeo E. Allen and Herbert A. Cook were appointed the 

committee.  Jordan Pond, Newton’s Meadow, Taft’s Millpond and Wyman’s 

Millpond were considered – but the committee were wise beyond their years for 

they reported: “The committee is convinced that a supply obtained from the 

surface is more or less effected by sources of pollution and is inferior in quality, 

and not nearly as satisfactory as one obtained from a spring or well.” 

 “The article under which we were authorized to act mentioned wind-mills 

as a source of power.  The committee is convinced the wind-mills although the 

cheapest power, are too uncertain and unreliable for the purpose of furnishing a 

public water supply.” 

 While the townspeople did not get a public water supply at this time, it was 

voted “that a well be dug or drilled on the public grounds (northwesterly of the 

library) and water furnished the public buildings and the cemetery.” 

 The town purchased some land on top of Meeting-house Hill for possible 

erection of a standpipe.  In 1910, Mr. H. J. Whittall desired the hill top for the 

erection of a mansion house and offered the town land a little north of the hill 

top, also to pay the difference in cost of height of a standpipe at such time as one 

might be erected.  The transaction was arranged and his house built with a 

winding landscaped drive leading from 65 Prospect Street. 

 In 1915, the town appropriated $70,000 and four acres of land was 

obtained on South Street from Mr. Thomas F. Ayres, and a well was dug and a 

standpipe erected  in back of the Whittall place.  Mr. Whittall paid $1,500 for the 

extra height of the standpipe, as its new location was not as high as the top of the 

hill on which he built his house. 

 Several other wells have since been put down in various parts of the town, 

thus insuring an adequate supply of water. 
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 Almost fifty years passed before the town grew enough so a sewer system 

was needed.  In January of 1962, the first contract for the construction of the 

multi-million dollar sanitary sewer system was awarded and each year this has 

been expanded to reach more and more of the buildings in town. 

 In spite of the wisdom of the committee in not recommending dependence 

on wind-wills, there came a time in August, 1923, when the wells ran dry and the 

town was faced with a serious situation, both from the lack of water for domestic 

use and for protection in case of fire.  Ten of the fourteen artesian wells which 

constituted the water supply went dry, all the wells having been overtaxed for 

some time due to the unforeseen extra growth of the town. 

 The City of Worcester was appealed to for aid, and although their reservoirs 

were down to 65% of capacity, generously agreed to furnish water during the 

emergency, provided some way could be devised to get the water across Lake 

Quinsigamond.  The town laid two-fifths of a mile of hose across the lake bridge 

from a hydrant in Lincoln Park to the nearest hydrant on the Shrewsbury side and 

the water was turned on, thus giving a supply to the lake section of town.  The 

other wells kept the rest of the town supplied, in a reduced amount, until the 

situation was corrected. 
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ICE MAKES FIRE 

 During this Second Hundred Years, we have not said much about the 

people and their characteristics, our attention being centered more on the 

development of the town. 

 The inventive genius and sometimes odd individualities was not entirely 

lost in the 1800’s, as we find from the headline above. 

 Mr. George N. Gates was of the pioneer stock, an assessor, a builder and a 

man who could turn his hand to almost anything. 

 On Maple Avenue, about opposite Wesleyan Terrace was the Shrewsbury 

Club, and Mr. Gates vowed he could start the fireplace fire with a piece of ice.  

There was great skepticism over this announcement, which was kept alive and 

egged on by his brother Lewis, who promised to put on a coon or venison supper 

if Brother George could make good. 

 November 1, 1918 was a day of bright sunshine and George was all 

prepared.  Gathering Lewis and several other club members, he proceeded to the 

club house.  Having brought a piece of ice, he shaped it with his hands into a form 

of a lens, and holding this unusual lens to catch the rays of the sun, he directed 

them on a small pile of easily combustible material and had a fire going in the 

fireplace in a very few minutes. 

 Yes, Lewis went hunting, bagged a coon and a supper was put on for the 

club members, among whom there were no longer any skeptics. 
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HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY 

 In November, 1973 the town completed, at 36 North Quinsigamond 

Avenue “The Towers,” a 100 unit complex for the low income elderly, which not 

only included living quarters, but a good sized hall on the first floor for meetings, 

games and general social get-togethers. 

 In the fall of 1975, another 100 unit complex was completed in the center 

of town, off Francis Avenue.  This complex includes ten buildings, nine of which 

are apartments while the tenth building is the community center.  The exterior is 

aluminum siding and brick and the buildings are of two stories.  Both of these 

housing areas are within easy reach of the stores, churches and bus 

transportation. 
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CHURCHES IN SHREWSBURY 

Congregational Church 

 On October 27, 1719 the proprietors of the town voted “that the meeting 

house be on Rocky Plain near the pines.” The location being just easterly of the 

present meeting house at the head of the Common. 

 On May 14, 1721, William Taylor conveyed to the proprietors, 15 acres 

which embraced probably a part of the present cemetery, the property at the 

junction of Boylston and Prospect Streets, a part at number two Prospect Street, 

the Common, part of the Sumner place, the school house, library and the corner 

at Main and Boylston Streets, where formerly stood the Old Town Hall. 

 In 1721 erection of the first meeting house, 40 x 32 feet was begun.  The 

cost was 210 pounds, this amounting to 5 pounds per family.  The first meeting 

house had neither steeple or bell and was replaced in 1766 by the present church 

which was 55 x 43 feet.  This house received its first bell in 1808 and a clock was 

added later.  In 1834 it was turned one quarter around, moved back 50 feet, and a 

vestry constructed under it. 

 On December 4, 1723, the Rev. Job Cushing of Hingham was chosen the 

first minister and he built a house easterly of the meeting house at what is now 

621 Main Street.  (In 1825 the house was torn down and the present house built). 

 In 1923 a parish house with a basement and with a hall above was added to 

the North end. 

 Shrewsbury experienced a hurricane in 1938 and the steeple was blown off 

going through the roof about 50 feet to the North.  A new one was built on the 

ground and hoisted into place. 

 A three story addition with chapel and other additions was dedicated in the 

Spring of 1956, which gives us the church as it is today. 

 

Saint Mary’s Catholic Church 

 In 1866 there were about 60 families of the Roman Catholic faith in town, 

who had to go to Worcester to attend Mass.  In that year they rented the 
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Fountain Engine Hall on South Street and held services there.  Rev. Fr. Thomas 

Griffin of St. John’s Church in Worcester was in charge of the mission.  A year later 

they decided to rent the Haven Tavern Hall at the corner of Boylston and Main 

Streets, where they met for about five years. 

 On January 16, 1872, three eighths of an acre of land was purchased (at 622 

Main Street) from Josiah G. Stone for the sum of $350 and St. Theresa’s Church 

was built at a cost of $4,000. 

 By 1922, this church had become too small to accommodate the Catholic 

population of all Shrewsbury.  The first resident Catholic pastor was appointed 

and plans were made immediately to build two Catholic churches, one a few 

hundred feet east of St. Theresa’s on Summer Street and the other on the Boston 

Turnpike behind the Catholic Cemetery. 

 On August 17, 1924, the two new churches were dedicated.  The one on 

Summer Street was named Saint Mary’s and the one on the Turnpike was named 

Saint Anne’s.  The original St. Theresa’s Church became a parish hall and was used 

for meetings of various church and town organizations thereafter. 

 Saint Anne’s remained a mission of Saint Mary’s and was served by the 

priests of St. Mary’s until 1950.  On March 29, 1950, St. Anne’s became a parish 

and boundaries were established to divide St. Mary’s and St. Anne’s, each parish 

having its own resident parish priest. 

 By 1959, St. Mary’s Church on Summer Street had become too small to take 

care of the rapidly growing number of parishioners, who had moved into the new 

developments in town.  It had served its purpose well but it had to be town down.  

A still larger church of brick and stone, with a grade school attached was built at 

Main and Summer Streets.  This new church was officially opened and dedicated 

May 17, 1961. 

 

Saint Anne’s Catholic Church 

 While in 1872 land was purchased for the erection of a church in the center 

of town, this still left the Lake area without a church of their own.  When it was 

decided that Mass should be celebrated in the Lake Shore area, independently of 
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the center area, a hall was secured, but this burned the night before holding of 

the first services.  Nothing daunted the parishioners, who moved into the Palais 

Royal, at the corner of North Quinsigamond Avenue and the Turnpike, and in the 

Spring of 1922 services were held there. 

 The Palais Royal was used for one winter and the following summer, the 

parishioners went into a tent erected on the grounds in the rear of St. Anne’s 

cemetery, and when cold weather came they moved into a building across the 

street from the cemetery grounds. 

 As both the Center and the Lake parishes had a most significant growth, it 

was decided to start two new church buildings.  Work on St. Mary’s Church in the 

center started in the spring of 1923 and a few months later, in November, work 

on St. Anne’s commenced.  The site selected for St. Anne’s was at the rear of St. 

Anne’s cemetery on the Turnpike.  On the last Sunday of May, 1924, the first 

Mass was said in that edifice. 

 Soon after the creation of the new Diocese of Worcester, on Marcy 29, 

1950,  St. Anne’s was elevated to a parochial status and in July of that year ground 

was broken for a rectory, and the residence for the priests was completed in 

February, 1951.  The rectory is adjacent to the church and both buildings match 

with stained shingle exterior.  A parish hall and religious education center was 

built in 1955, which fills a much wanted need. 

 

Methodist Church 

 The first Methodist sermon in Shrewsbury was preached in a schoolhouse 

in 1845 by Rev. Leonard G. Griffin, a local preacher from Webster.  Soon after this, 

services were held with some regularity in the hall of the Haven Tavern in the 

center of the town.  It was during this period that the first organization was 

formed in the home of Gardner Rice on the Worcester Road. 

 The first Methodist preacher sent by the New England Conference in 1846 

was Rev. Jefferson Hascall, whose name is vitally connected with this church and 

whose burial place is here. 
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 In September 1847, a church was completed and dedicated on Main Street 

opposite the Common.  Over the years the membership fluctuated as a result of 

deaths and removals and the church became numerically weak.  In 1922, it was 

left without a pastor and later the property was sold. 

 

Fairlawn  Church 

 In 1924, a Sunday School was organized, the first meetings being held in the 

General Artemas Ward School.  Plans for a church were made, and the 

organization was incorporated as the Fairlawn Community Church.  Two lots on 

Stanley Road were donated by Mr. Stanley M. Bailey and two more purchased.  A 

chapel was built in time to hold services at Christmas, 1925. 

 The members of the old Shrewsbury Methodist Episcopal Church voted to 

unite their membership and property with the Fairlawn Church, with the 

agreement that it should be called the Fairlawn Community Methodist Episcopal 

Church.  This merger increased the assets of the church by about $25,000. 

 On January 16, 1927, the cornerstone was laid for a new church building 

and on October 23, 1927, dedication exercises were held with Bishop Anderson as 

guest speaker. 

 Previous to 1945 at a General Conference, the various named Methodist 

groups were merged as the Methodist Church. 

 

Mount Olivet Lutheran Church 

 Given the 250 years of Shrewsbury history, Mount Olivet Lutheran Church 

is a relative new-comer to the community.  The first service of the congregation 

was held in the Shrewsbury Grange Hall on August 1, 1954 with Mr. Allen 

Gustafson, lay preacher of the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church conducting 

the service.  Eighteen potential members of the congregation were on hand for 

that service. 

 Mount Olivet established itself rapidly as a permanent part of the 

Shrewsbury community life.  The congregation was formally organized and 
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incorporated on October 3, 1954 with one hundred and twenty-eight members.  

The organizing pastor was the Rev. H. Allison Linne. 

 On October 15, 1954, the congregation purchased the large Victorian style 

house on the corner of Prospect and Spring Streets, which serves as the home of 

the church at the present time.  Renovations were begun on the building to 

convert it to its new use as a church building.  A chapel was added to the rear of 

the structure.  Initially, the Prospect Street property served as a residence for the 

pastor’s family as well as a church.  The renovated chapel-house was dedicated on 

May 8, 1955. 

 In 1969, the congregation purchased a separate residence for its pastor.  

This enabled further expansion within the Prospect Street building to provide 

meeting and classroom space in the former residence area. 

 Mount Olivet has been served by five pastors during its 23 year history: 

Rev. H. A. Linne,  1954 – 1956,  Rev. John Jatt, 1957 – 1960, Rev. G. Theodore 

Forsberg, 1961 – 1971, and Rev. David R. Cote, 1971 – 1975.  The current pastor, 

Rev. Clifford C. Gerber began his term of service in March of 1976. 

 Mount Olivet is affiliated with the New England Synod of the Lutheran 

Church in America. 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

 On May 16, 1954, over eighty adult Episcopalians gathered at the Grange 

Hall on West Main Street for an exploratory meeting.  The decision was made at 

that time to move ahead with plans for organization. 

 The first service of worship was held on September 12, 1954 in the 

auditorium of the Worcester Foundation for Experimental Biology at Maple 

Avenue, a meeting place that was made available for the next two years.  The 

name Trinity was presented and accepted. 

 In 1948, property was purchased at 48 Grafton Street for use as a vicarage 

and continued until the present vicarage at 442 Main Street was occupied in 

1965. 
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 In June 1956, ground was broken for the first stage of a long term building 

program and the Parish House was erected, in which worship services and Sunday 

School classes were held.  In 1960 this structure was further enlarged. 

 The parish celebrated its twentieth anniversary on September 15, 1974 by 

laying the corner stone for a new church of contemporary design adjacent to the 

other building.  This new church was dedicated April 20, 1975. 

 

Universalist Church 

 The Universalist Church was formed April 11, 1821 under the name of the 

First Restoration Society.  The meeting house was located at the corner of Grafton 

Street and the Boston Turnpike, which was opposite the Harrington Tavern.  The 

building was begun in 1832, completed and publicly dedicated June 17, 1833.  

From 1843 to 1864 only occasional services were held in the church. 

 In 1868 the few surviving members met and voted to sell their house and 

dissolve the society. 

 

Baptist Church 

 The founder was Luther Goddard.  In 1813, a society of 31 members called 

The Shrewsbury & Boylston Society was formally organized.  In 1814 they built a 

house of worship.  In 1835 the church and society were dissolved.  The Baptist 

church building is at 44 Maple Avenue, though considerably altered. 

 Luther Goddard was a Baptist Elder and first American to manufacture 

watches in quantity (about 1795), this quantity being two a week.  Upon 

preaching in other churches in Worcester County he would, at the conclusion of 

the service, collect and take home any watches needing repair, returning them 

the next time he preached at that church. 

 In 1975 the Baptists again began meetings in Shrewsbury at the Victor 

Quaranta American Legion Post quarters located at 376 Boston Turnpike. 
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Calvary Retreat Center 

 In August 1960, Bishop Flanagan of the Worcester Diocese announced a 

“New Retreat House for men will be established by the Passionist Fathers in 

Shrewsbury.”  Construction began in the spring of 1963 and Calvary Retreat 

Center was completed and the first weekend retreat held March 3, 1965.  

Weekend retreats are now offered to men, women, clergy and Sisters.  

Workshops are held for CCD groups and other various workshops.  Days of 

recollection are held for adults, confirmation classes, Sisters and Clergy, co-ed 

college groups and charismatic groups. 

 Calvary Guild, a ladies affiliate, was organized in July 1974 and now boasts a 

membership of over 525 ladies.  In 1965, the tenth anniversary was celebrated at 

Calvary Retreat Center on May 7.  With over 9,000 retreatants each year, Calvary 

Retreat Center is considered by the experts to be the fastest growing retreat 

center in the United States. 

 Calvary hosted the Knox Trail Trekkers overnight on January 20, 1976. 
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SHREWSBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 While it is not feasible to list the aims and achievements of every society in 

town, mention should be made here of the Shrewsbury Historical Society without 

whose records, pictures, and addresses delivered before it, this history would 

have been extremely difficult. 

 On November 26, 1897, Mr. George E. Stone who was the town clerk, 

called a meeting at his house to discuss the forming of a historical society. 

 On January 7, 1898, the group formed a society and adopted by-laws.  

While the town had only a population of 1600, the society at this time had a 

membership of sixty. 

 On June 23, 1902, the Secretary of the Commonwealth issued a Certificate 

of  Incorporation, which stated that the society was formed “for the purpose of 

preserving and promoting interest in local historic matters and acquiring and 

maintaining a collection of historic articles.” 

 Over the years scores of papers have been prepared and read at the 

meetings, and luckily most of them have been preserved.  The present meeting 

place is in the old brick school built at the head of the Common in 1830.  The 

school department using the first floor and the society occupying the hall, once 

known as Central Hall, which is on the second floor. 

 

                   *                       *                       * 

 


