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A Lenten Message from the Interim Senior Pastor 

ה ֵאִלי ,ֱאֹלִהים  ַאתָּ

O God, thou art my God: early will I seek thee. My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh 
also longeth after thee: in a barren and dry land where no water is.  
Psalm 63:1-2 (BCP 1549) 
 

Lent is traditionally a time of self-denial, prayer and fasting. It is also a time of 
preparation for Easter. But let’s face it: it has been Lent since the March 2020 
lockdown. We have been in a kind of barren desert – a time of wandering that 
denies us human connection, freedom to gather and travel, and an ability to 
simply breathe as we once did. We are indeed thirsty for this social water and 
we are tired of this imposed journey.  
 

The psalmist above speaks of a longing for God that is like a thirst. In the 
Hebrew, the psalmist uses different words for ‘God’ shown above. The first is 
Elohim (ֱאֹלִהים) which is a plural word but treated as singular. This is because 
the God of creation is understood as encompassing everything. The nearest 
equivalent would be the word ‘Godhead’. The second word for ‘God’ is El ( ֵאִלי ) 
which simply means a single god (or God). The psalmist is literally saying “O 
God of the universe, you are my God”. It is the one Supreme Being, the only 
true God, that is his (or her) God. It is for the Creator that he or she thirsts. But 
the interesting thing about Elohim is that the word itself implies that God is a 
social being. In Genesis 1, Elohim creates the heavens and the earth not alone, 
but with the whole company of heaven (the angelic beings). For most 
Christians, God is indeed supremely One, but also triune: God is not alone 
within God’s self. God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God has an inner 
relationship. You will remember that in Genesis 2, Elohim says: “It is not good 
for the human to be alone.” As the human was made in the image of God, 
Adam would reflect the divine need for society. Elohim is never alone. Thus, our 
desert time would seem to challenge our divine need for human social contact.  
 

My Lenten prayer is that our social fast may soon be lifted as vaccines slowly 
roll out. But this strange Lent will not be over by Easter. We may be able to 
celebrate Easter with some form of gathering, but it will still be an Easter in the 
desert. Right now, all we can hope for are those cooling Oases of Covid-
exceptions – the limited times we can gather and the social pods we might 

create. Yet, this too shall pass. When this longest Lent is finally over, the tradition is to have a feast. Those of who know the 
Greek Orthodox tradition of Easter are aware of just how much feasting and socializing happen – it starts before midnight 
and continues in some places for 48 hours of food, drink, friends and family, dancing, music, and joy.   
 

Therefore, I wish you all an easy Lent without too much denial. We have all done denial aplenty. I wish you a Lenten 
encounter with the fullness of the God of creation who desires to be in a relationship with each one of you. And when we exit 
this desert, may we have a feast worthy of the Promised Land. It will happen.  
 

See you in church (inside or out), 
Jim 
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 Building the FCC Parsonage 
 

     Any of you who have built a home or had a major renovation know the drill; great expectations followed by 
sobering realities, punctuated with surprises (usually unpleasant) and many spoken “I didn’t know that’s,” or 
“I have some news for you.”  What starts out as an adventure becomes a marathon slog, a trail of tears. 
     Now, think about building a home by committee, let alone, a church committee.  It conjures up images of 
cruel and unusual punishment.  But lo, a wonderful new parsonage was constructed, on time, within budget 
by a team that worked well together.  How? 
     It started with the selection of a good leader, John Ambra, one who possesses knowledge of construction 
and skills in team building.  It continued with the selection of a team (okay, this is FCC-S, so a Parsonage 
“Committee”) that included Darren Deldotto, Paul Dobner, Dile Holton, Sherry Robertson, Jennifer Shaw and 
Bill Whitehead, each bringing insight into issues including design, construction, efficiency and managing risk.  
It jelled around the team’s agreeing on a vision and setting forth a mission to build a home of value that would 
(hopefully) endure as long as the former parsonage. 
     The church was fortunate to own the property adjacent to the old parsonage, saving money and time.  By 
the time of the committee’s first meeting on June 27, 2019, John had already attended to having the building 
plot certified by the town of Shrewsbury, having utilities pulled, and had a cut for the drive installed. Had the 
permits not been applied for at that time, the project would have been delayed at least two years because of 
the moratorium that the town put in place due to the new paving of Main Street.  We can also thank Richard 
Ricker, FCC-S’s attorney, who facilitated getting all of the necessary permits approved, for catching this.  
During this process, the Town strongly expressed the desire for us to retain the large maple tree; no problem, 
quid pro quo. 
     In the first committee meeting a discussion ensued on what we wanted to build; i.e. creating the vision.  As 
meeting and discussion work moved forward, some of this vision evolved of necessity, either for budget, 
construction, or code reasons.  For example a strong preference emerged from some members on having a 
chimney, although all agreed a wood burning fireplace is so inefficient that a gas insert would be best.  At the 
end of the day, we could have a gas fireplace with no chimney and save a substantial monies that could be 
applied elsewhere.  There were many such trade off discussions and they always ensued in a respectful, 
reasoned environment, resulting in consensus of the team.  The Holy Spirit was at work. 
     Once the vision was agreed upon, a spec sheet was developed that would be provided to an interested 
general contractor (GC).  So far, so good.  Then came “the rub.” 
     For those who have been through the GC search process, it is an exercise in patience building.  Who is 
interested and has time?  Remember that building was booming in 2019.  Who will work towards our vision?  
Who would be a qualified GC with a solid reputation that will listen, interact, and respond to the stated needs 
set forth? 

 One interview was a GC doing remodeling and asked for a set of architectural plans; oops, there’s a 
significant added cost.  Pass. 

 Another CG builder in Shrewsbury expressed interest, met the team in person and presented his plan.  
It seemed a good starting point, but it was not touching all the items set forth in the specs and vision.  
The team went back to him several times asking for modifications to his proposed plan.  Yet….queue 
the crickets, nothing.  Seems he followed Henry Ford’s model on building the Model T; any color as 
long as it is black……in this case, anything you want, as long as it is this plan. Pass. 

     Other GCs were sought, but either did not respond or were not available.  Increasingly the committee 
concluded that it must seek a GC with whom there is firsthand knowledge/experience and listens to their 
client.  One who is building 2-3 homes at a time, not tract developers; an artisan.  One was found, a GC in 
Boylston.  He met with the team, listened to the vision, studied the spec sheet and came back with initial 
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blueprint drafts that approximated what was sought.  The committee thought there was light at the end of 
the tunnel, until the collapse. 
     The Boylston GC works on referrals only and two of his long time clients pressed him to commit to building 
two new homes in a timeframe that would push the building of the parsonage out by months.  Curses, foiled 
again!  Then another holy intervention; a classic example of not what but who you know. 
     Ron Aspero of Shrewsbury Homes was known to some committee members as a qualified artisan GC.  His 
motto is “Quality through Personal Attention.”  Ron was contacted, had an initial meeting with John and 
another committee member and was provided the spec sheet; he indicated interest.  He did a site inspection 
and took note of the style and tone of homes in the area.  In his first meeting with the committee, he arrived 
with draft blueprints and listened to everyone.  Back on track! 
     Ron responded to requested changes, provided the committee general specifications/requirements, 
answered questions about alternatives and provided pricing parameters that met the established budget.  
Contract language was drafted, reviewed, & approved by FCC-S counsel.  Budget & Finance arranged 
financing and ground was broken on April 29, 2020.  On October 13, 2020 the Town of Shrewsbury issued the 
Occupancy and Use Permit.  In short, sixteen months from the Committee’s first meeting, the new parsonage 
was completed. 
     Highlights of the construction include: 

● Poured foundation, interior insulation per code 
● 2 x 6 exterior walls with 8’ ceilings 
● Insulation- walls R-21 fiberglass, second floor ceiling R-49, basement ceiling R-30, garage ceiling R-30, 

garage walls R-15, all meeting Shrewsbury Stretch Code Requirements 
● Windows- Paradigm vinyl, high efficiency, low E rating 
● Siding- cement board with Centurion pine and PVC trim 
● Double paved driveway 
● Front walk and rear patio in blue mist granite 
● Front office/parlor sound proofing in interior walls 
● Oak hardwood flooring throughout 
● Two zone high efficiency gas heat and high efficiency A/C 

     A special thank you to Kevin Durkin, who provided the congregation with a virtual tour of the new 
parsonage at 497 Main Street. 
     The dedication and commitment of time and talent, a hallmark of our FCC-S congregation, continues as 
you read the interior design overview that follows. 
     Consider:  Next time you undertake a major construction project, form a church committee!   

 
 

Photograph on the 
left taken on June 29, 
2019. 
 
 
Photograph on the 
right 
taken on September 
27, 2019. 

 
Pictures courtesy of 

David McRae. 
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With Gratitude  
 

In May 2020, Sherry Robertson, a member of the Parsonage Committee, hit the ground running as the interior 
design person for the Committee.   Sherry began the major undertaking of choosing a neutral yet warm theme, 
while keeping the home energy-efficient and low maintenance.  Selections for paint, cabinetry, tile and 
countertops, lighting, appliances, hardware for kitchen and bath, and window treatments were all done with 
Sherry’s expertise and attention to detail. 
 

As the last phase of construction was nearing completion, the punch lists and final inspections began 
between the builder, Ron Aspero and John Ambra, Chair of the Parsonage Committee.  Our Certificate 
of Occupancy was granted by the Town of Shrewsbury on October 13, 2020.    
 

Final quotes and decisions were underway for window treatments and one could feel the excitement for the 
move-in day of the Rev. Dr. James Matarrazo, Jr., Interim Senior Minister, who would become the first 
minister to reside in the FCC-S’s new parsonage at 497 Main Street.  As Advent season approached, wreaths 
were hung and Christmas candles appeared in the windows. 
 

We were blessed to have the assistance of Sherry Robertson’s husband, Scotty, from Building and Grounds, 
and their two sons, Randy and Scott, to help in the procurement of some beautiful antique furniture that 
included a full dining room set, a sleigh bed and night stands for a guest bedroom, and a handsome 
executive desk with leather inserts and two bookcases for the Pastor’s study.  Two white Queen Anne wing 
back chairs were moved from the Middle School Youth Room to the study, and four oak counter chairs from 
the old parsonage were refinished for the kitchen island.  New rugs were donated for the living room, dining 
room, study, and hallways from the Jelinch, Ambra, and Robertson families.  A painting from the Baker 
family, as well as monetary donations from the sale of the metal chairs at church and from the Keeper’s 
budget, were graciously accepted to purchase the Pastor’s study furniture.  Scotty and Skip from Buildings & 
Grounds were able to install a new mailbox on the esplanade of the property before the snow began to fall!   
 

A special thank you to everyone who worked on the interior for their heartfelt dedication, hard work, and the 
beautiful additions that made the parsonage at 497 Main Street, a loving “home” for Rev. Jim to move into 
on December 15th, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leah Circle 2021 Schedule 
 

The Circle will meet on the third Monday of each month at 7:00pm via Zoom 
February 15  Midwinter Mindset Activities    Sue Bourget 
March 15  What’s Your Good Luck Charm?   Everyone 
April 19   How Does Your Garden Grow? Planting Tips  Sue Phyfe 
May 17   What Did You Read During Quarantine   Jane Farina 
June 21   Bon Appetite      Sue Phyfe 

 

 
 

Avis Kemp / Olson Scholarships 
Avis Kemp/ Olson Scholarship applications are available beginning March 1st for those who are planning to 
continue their education. The forms can be obtained by contacting the church office (office@fccsm.org) 
or found on our church website. Applications MUST be returned to the church office before 2:00pm on 

Thursday, April 22, 2021. 
 

mailto:office@fccsm.org
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Stewardship 2020 
We wish to thank all of those who have pledged to support the ministries of our church in 2021. Listed below 
are the new pledgers since our last COG.  As of 1/21/21, we have received $265,750 in pledges.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

High School Youth Group 

February (schedule may change due to Covid-19 concerns) 
February 7 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 

February 14 – No YG meeting, vacation week 

February 21 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm…bring your favorite board game 

February 26-27 (Fri-Sat) – 30 Hour Fast, tentative date 

February 28 – no YG meeting 
 

March (schedule may change due to Covid-19 concerns) 
March 7 - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 

March 14 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm…bring a green food/beverage to share 

March 21 – Mission Trip Info Meeting at 7:00pm, new parents invited 

March 28 – Palm Sunday; no YG meeting for Holy Week 
 
 
 

Middle School Youth Group 
Middle School Youth Group will resume meeting on the first and third Sundays of the month from 

 5:30 to 7:00  in Cushing Hall if it is safe to do so. 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Moore  Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hewes 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Mullins  Mr. & Mrs. George Horesta 

Ms. Diane Brown  Judy Yuen 

Suzanne Crosby  Mr. & Mrs. John Lebeaux 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sampsonis  Mr. & Ms. William Garcia 

Mrs. Rebecca Sungarian  Mr. K. Ward & Ms. J. Andersen-Ward 

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Tipple  Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Robertson 

Mrs. Lisa Gilliatt  Mr. & Mrs. James Garvin 

Mrs. Susan Mitchell  Ms. Susan Gregory 

Mr. & Mrs. William Davis  Mr. & Mrs. Prescott Clark 

Gabbett & Ms. Albanese-Gabbett  Mr. Donald Johnson 

Mr. Harold Hersey, Jr.  Mrs. Connie Burr 

Mr. Alexander Macdonald  Mr. & Mrs. John Campbell 

Dr. N. & Dr. J. Samant  Linda Ryan 

Ms. Gloria Symonds  Mrs. Shirley Midgley 

Mr. & Mrs. David Smith  Mr. Gerald Callaghan 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Troy  Mrs. Rachel Smith 

Ms. Heidi Ebers  Mr. & Mrs. David Miles 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Harlow   
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Meetinghouse Minute 

In the early 1920s Pastor Frederick Thayer presided over our church’s 200th anniversary and the dedication of 
two building projects, including a parish house (Gifford Hall) and a “restoration” of the meetinghouse, 
returning it to what was deemed its colonial appearance.  A volume entitled Historical Sketch of the First 
Congregational Church, authored by Mr. Thayer and local historian Hiram Harlow II, was published in 
celebration of these events.   

The restoration work led to questions and controversy about the original architecture of the 1766 
meetinghouse.  In the 1930s Hiram Harlow, working with the restoration architect who had remodeled the 
meetinghouse, produced a series of fine architectural drawings depicting our 1766 building as it appeared 
upon its completion.  Mr. Harlow also left behind a 14-page document citing the physical and historical 
evidence used in their work.  It is these drawings and citations that will enable our initial exploration of the 
meetinghouse. 

Readers of this column are advised to brace themselves for a head-spinning architectural tale.  Early New 
Englanders were a practical, parsimonious and 
unsentimental lot.  They moved meetinghouses; 
spun them around; jacked them up on new 
foundations; changed their colors; reoriented 
their pulpits, windows and entrances; 
continually rearranged seating; added porches, 
steeples and galleries; and sometimes cut 
structures into sections to insert more space.  
Most of these things have happened to our 
beloved old building.  Stay tuned.  

Comments or questions about this piece should be directed to Sue Baker (Bkr0000@townisp.com). 

Sue is part of the Our Story Ministry team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Words of Thanks 
From Dot Perkins…”It is so wonderful to be remembered during these difficult days.” 

From Susan Mitchell…”brightened my day and lifted my spirit during this difficult year” 
From Louise Russell…”Thank you doesn’t begin to express my gratitude and appreciation…” 

From the Doan Family… “Thank you so much for your kind cards, notes, and calls.”   
From Adam and Angela LaMarche… “The generosity of the people at the church is truly amazing.” 

 From Sue Moore…” I would like to thank all of my “fccsm” friends…for the beautiful cards you sent…” 
  From Cynthia Carlson (for her dad Carl)…”He really appreciated your kindness and so do I.” 

Please Hold in Your Prayers…  
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Jay Dev Chandra, Anna M. Kane,  
Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Chris Laurson, Barb Sampson, Bill Siegmann, Florence Stowe, Sue Moore,  

Sandy Wilson, Dot Perkins, Donna and Beau Meyer and family, Lisa DiPilato, Danny Labuski, Keiarra,  
Rena Mayberry, Pelletier & McCowan families… 

 

… also, all military personnel, first responders, health care workers and all who protect and care for us. 
  

 

mailto:Bkr0000@townisp.com
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The Music Ministry 
 

With the success of our Spooktakucar 
event in October, the Music Ministry 
Team and I began working on an even 
larger event for December 23. 
Unfortunately, our annual Caroling on 
the Common event had to be canceled 
because of outdoor gathering limitations. 
So we came up with Caroling in Cars. 
Fifty cars were parked facing east, the 
same direction as Bethlehem, so that 
everyone could see the 30 foot live video 
feed from the Sanctuary that was 
projected onto the outside wall of Gifford 
Hall. Jennifer Shaw led the very same 
carols that we would sing at our yearly 
Caroling on the Common events. Only 
this time she was inside the Sanctuary 
and her voice, with my piano and organ accompaniment, was broadcast directly to everyone’s car radio via an 
FM signal. Songsheets were available to download from the church website so that everyone could sing along 
in their car. We raised $376 that evening to donate to St. Anne’s Human Services. 

For almost two years, I ignored the Yamaha 
Grand Touch digital piano that sat in the Chapel. 
Now I play it almost every week at the outdoor 
services. It has exceeded my expectations with 
how closely it mimics the touch and sound of an 
acoustic piano. Since the shutdowns began, and 
musical events have been canceled, I’ve felt a 
responsibility to bring as much music as I can to 
everyone. With this wonderful digital instrument, 
I could play more elaborate musical 
arrangements that weren’t working so well on 
my portable keyboard. But then it started 
getting colder. By mid-November, my fingers 
were starting to go numb while playing. I 
couldn’t feel which notes were under my fingers. 
After seeing Plexiglas partitions in the grocery 

store, I knew what I needed, a Plexiglas cover for the digital piano. It would keep the cold wind off of my 
fingers and help trap some of the heat from my portable propane space heater. Now it can be 32 degrees 
outside and my fingers are toasty warm. 

Music requires creativity, but I never thought it would require this kind of creativity. I’m used to working with 
sound and rhythm, not Plexiglas and HDMI transmitters. The past 10 months have reminded me that the 
obvious answer isn’t always the best one. Or, as the physicist Albert Einstein said, “Imagination is more 
important than knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles the world.” 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
 
Join us on Facebook and Instagram! 
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
Instagram: FCCShrewsbury 
                              

 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us Sunday mornings at  
9:30AM in the sanctuary (socially 
distanced).  We will continue to offer 
outdoor worship at 11:00 AM on the 
Common as long as weather permits.  
 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 
 
 

Senior Interim Minister:  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 
office@fccsm.org  
 
 

Sexton:  Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org  
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