
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
 First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury         February 2020 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

A Message from the Interim Minister… 
 

CEREMONY UPON CANDLEMAS EVE 
 

Down with the rosemary, and so 
Down with the bays and mistletoe; 
Down with the holly, ivy, all, 
Wherewith ye dress'd the Christmas Hall. 
 

-  Robert Herrick (1591-1674) 
 

Robert Herrick was a Church of England priest, but he is far more famous as 
a lyric poet. He came from a prosperous London family and was educated 
at the Merchant Taylor’s School and the University of Cambridge. He wrote 
over 2500 poems which focus on English country life and its seasons, village 
customs, and the festivals of the church. One such festival is no longer well 
known. Candlemas (with the -mas pronounced like Christmas) is better 
known as the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple which takes 
place on February 2nd. It was the day in medieval Europe when candles 
were blessed for use for the year (hence Candlemas or “Mass of the 
Candles”). This is still done in some Catholic and Anglican cathedrals. The 
reason to bless candles has to do with the gospel canticle known in Latin as 
Nunc dimittis or the Song of Simeon which speaks of the light of Christ. 
Jesus is presented to the elderly priest Simeon in the temple at Jerusalem 
for his naming ceremony. Simeon, who has been waiting for the Messiah, 
then sang this song to Jesus according to Luke 2:29-32: 
 

Lord, now let your servant depart in peace according to your word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
Which you hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to illuminate the gentiles and to be the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Herrick’s poem, however, speaks of the English custom that all Christmas 
greenery (wreaths, holly, mistletoe, etc.) were to be taken down by this 
day. If you ever wondered why Christmas wreaths are left up all of January, 
this is why -- although hardly anyone today knows this is the reason. It was 
deemed bad luck to leave these decorations up after Candlemas. 
Candlemas Day is also tied in, like Christmas, with pre-Christian 
celebrations. This date related to the Gaelic festival of Imbolc, a Celtic 
pagan celebration on February 1st that marks the return of the sun and the 

beginnings of spring. Imbolc was Christianized by the Irish, Welsh, and Scotts by renaming in St Brigid’s Day. Unlike in 
New England, spring comes much earlier in Britain and Ireland. It is also related to Groundhog Day (also February 2nd) 
which was brought to the United States by Pennsylvania Germans. It is the same idea – hoping for an early spring if the 
groundhog doesn’t see his shadow.  

All three celebrations, Christian, Celtic, and secular, are celebrating the return of the light as winter begins to slowly 
fade. So, as Christmas fades and the wreaths are finally removed, but the days grow longer and brighter, may the light 
and glory of Christ be yours.  

See you in church,  
Jim 
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Living Our Mission: Sharing 
 

The "Cavalry" subgroup of the Keepers Committee has been hard at work for the past couple of months 
restoring and making over Cushing Hall. This dedicated group has been sharing their time and talent by 
cleaning, moving, rearranging, building, painting...  Since a picture is worth a thousand words, here are a few 
thousand words to show you what they've accomplished so far. If you haven't been in Cushing Hall lately, take 
a detour through. They aren't finished yet, but the change is already dramatic. If you have some time and 
would like to get involved with some of the many projects going on throughout the entire church building, 
contact Please contact Sherry Robertson at slrobertson47@icloud.com. 
 

 

A year ago, Tom Porter suggested that the stage be cleaned up, fixed up, and used for its original purpose and 
not a storage area. Since then, a massive amount of work has been done by many volunteers, from finding a 
home for the many years' worth of things that had been dumped or stored there, to rehanging and re-roping 
the curtains and finally, repairing the floor, walls and curtains. The final step is happening by the end of 
January when the floor will be refinished. We would also like to eventually replace the curtains on the back 
and side walls. If you have any leads on where to get some, either donated or at a reasonable cost, contact 
either Tom Porter or Sherry Robertson at slrobertson47@icloud.com. The stage and Gifford Hall will be 
available for both church activities and for community groups who need to rent a meeting space with a stage. 
 

 

mailto:slrobertson47@icloud.com
mailto:slrobertson47@icloud.com
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Meetinghouse Minute 

 

As our search continues for objects used in Shrewsbury’s 1722 meetinghouse, 
we find the church’s first silver communion cup on display at the Worcester 
Art Museum, where it has been on loan from the church for many years.  This 
deep, low-footed cup was a prestigious addition to the church’s other 
communion vessels, which doubtless were made of pewter.   

The communion cup was made by Jacob Hurd (1702-1758) of Boston.  Hurd 
was the most important and prolific silversmith of his generation.  The cup 
was given to the church by the estate of Peter Smith who died in 1748 having 
bequeathed funds for its purchase.  Like many of the founders of the church 
and the town, Smith came from Marlborough. 

The use of an accumulation of communion cups 
was the norm in Congregational churches during 
the 17th and 18th centuries.  This included cups of 
pewter and silver in the form of tankards, 
beakers, mugs, and goblets; some adorned and 
others plain.  By the late 18th century, churches 
began acquiring sets of matching cups.  The 
reason for this was more than aesthetic.  
Evidence exists that in Puritan New England, the 
deacons and those of higher social status not 
only received the sacrament first but also sipped 
the wine from the finer cups.  As time went on, 
such deference to elites became less and less 

acceptable in the church. 

Congregational churches began switching to individual communion cups in 
the late 19th century.  This was in response to growing concern about the 
spread of disease via the common cup. 

Comments or questions about this piece should be directed to Sue Baker 
(Bkr0000@townisp.com) Sue is part of the Our Story Ministry team. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

February 2 
Youth Super Bowl  

Sub Fundraiser 
 

 
 
 

February 8 
Church Road Coffeehouse 

 
 
 

 
 

February 9 
Newcomer Information Brunch 

 
 

 
 

February 12 
Leah Circle Movie 

 

 

 
 

February 23 
Arts on the Green 
Women of Note 

 

 
 

February 26 
Ash Wednesday 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March COG Deadline:  
Monday, February 10 

Publication:  February 19 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Tub of Toiletries Collection 

The Mission and Outreach Ministry is holding their annual toiletries, etc 
collection for St. Anne’s Church starting Sunday February 16.   For many 
years, First Congregational Church, in conjunction with the Boy Scouts, 
has helped provide certain items that are in high demand but difficult for 
St. Anne’s to obtain.  With your help, we hope to continue this tradition.  
Please see the list below for items needed. We request that all items be 
brought to FCC & placed in the “tub” on the stage by Friday March 20th as 
the Boy Scouts will be delivering the items donated to St. Anne’s on 
Saturday March 21st.  Thank you so much for your continued support ! 

Bar Soap, Shampoo & Conditioner, Baby Shampoo, Laundry 
Detergent, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Dental Floss, Deodorant, Toilet 
Paper, Tissues, Paper Towels, Pape Napkins, Diapers, Sanitary 
Napkins, Shaving Razors, Shaving Cream, Dish Soap, Flour, Sugar, 
Sugar Substitute, Mayonnaise, Mustard, Ketchup, Relish, Cooking 
Oils, Coffee (regular & decaf), Crackers (including Goldfish) 
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Gather as Christians… 
 

Leah Circle is open to all women of the church.  We meet on the second Wednesday of each month at 

7:00pm in the Parlor unless otherwise noted.  Come when you can.  We continue collecting “Blanche’s 
Pennies” to support Abbey’s House, Sage Place, Mustard Seed, as well as other needs and activities of the 
church. Join us this year for evenings of fellowship and fun. Save the Date! Leah Circle's Midwinter Movie 
Night is Wednesday, February 12 at 7:00pm. All women of the church are welcome to join us for the 
show!  Watch the weekly church bulletin for more details on the film. 
 

Martha Circle  meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30am in the Adkins Room, unless 

otherwise noted.  It is open to all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting 
fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers and are engaged in many goodwill projects and 
fundraising to benefit the church and community.  For information, contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newcomer Information Session and Buffet Brunch 
Sunday, February 9, 11:00am 

Please join us on Sunday, February 9 at 11:00 am in the Chapel to learn about membership at First 
Congregational Church as well as FCC's membership in the United Church of Christ.  Representatives 

will also be there to share about ministry activities and how you may get involved.  All family 
members welcome! To RSVP, please contact Suzanne Moriondo at moriondo@townisp.com.  If you 
have any questions about FCC or the UCC and don't wish to wait for the Information Session, please 

feel free to contact Rev. Lynne Dolan at 508-845-7286. 
 

Coming Soon!  
Church Road Coffee House 

 

The newly-renovated stage is going to be 
inaugurated on Saturday, February 8 when 
Social Circles is sponsoring the "Church 
Road Coffee House" from 7-9pm. Donation 
is $5 and we'll have desserts and drinks 
available.  Watch for more details in 
upcoming church bulletins and in "Looking 
Ahead." In the meantime, if you would like 
to share your talent at the coffee house, 
please contact Tom Porter at 
tlporter@townisp.com. We already have 
some people lined up, but there is still space 
for more. If you'd rather be in the audience, 
we need you, too! It will be a fun evening - 
bring your Valentine! 
 

mailto:tlporter@townisp.com
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Study and Learn… 

 

High School Youth Group 
 

Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser in Support of Youth Mission Trip:  This sub sandwich fundraiser is for the annual 
youth mission trip in June. For $10, each order comes with one sub sandwich & one small bag of chips. You 
may order ahead by emailing fccshrewsburyygleaders@gmail.com or by using the sign-up genius link 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0549aaa92ea0f94-2020. We will also be taking pre-orders during 
coffee hour on January 19 and 26. Preorder deadline is Wednesday, January 29. Pick up your order at coffee 
hour on February 2nd. Thank you for your support! 

Sub Choices: Ham & American, Turkey & American, Italian (with provolone), or Meatball (w/provolone) 

Toppings: Lettuce, Tomato, Onion, Hot Peppers, and Pickles 

 

FEBRUARY  
 

February 2 – Super Bowl Subs Fundraiser 8:30am to 11:30am 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0549aaa92ea0f94-2020 
 
February 9 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 

February 16 – No YG, School Vacation Week 

February 23 - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm…bring your favorite board game (NON-ELECTRONIC) 

February 26 – (Wed.) Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00pm Sanctuary 
  

New UCC Conference / Super Saturday 
 

Rev. Lynne Dolan announced to the deacons that the Massachusetts UCC Conference has officially evolved 
into the Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ on January 1st this year. You are 
invited to explore the new sneucc.org website and read all about it here: https://www.sneucc.org/about . 
 

March 14 is the Spring Super Saturday, a collaborative effort of the newly launched Southern New England 
Conference and UCC, with presenters and attendees from different states and denominations.  A full day of 
workshops, forums, networking, worship and marketplace is offered. The keynote speaker will be Rabbi Elan 
Babchuck, Founding Director of GLEAN Network, an incubator and network for faith leaders who seek to 
reimagine the role of religion in an ever-changing world yearning for meaning, belonging, and justice. 
He serves as the Director of Innovation at CLAL, a think-tank focused on the future of faith in America. 
 

You will have the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of workshops.  The list of workshops and 
descriptions can be found on the SNEUCC website at https://www.sneucc.org/. You may also find brochures 
and registration forms in the church office. Registration closes February 29.   

 

Bible Study 
 

Weekday bible study will take place in Lent. Contact Rev. Jim Matarazzo for dates and times.  
 

mailto:fccshrewsburyygleaders@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0549aaa92ea0f94-2020
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0549aaa92ea0f94-2020
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.sneucc.org/about%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1579021597368000&sa=D&ust=1579021597372000&usg=AFQjCNETJEhpsYVqR2bq6em6aHMNHGjJAQ
https://youtu.be/JQ0xKysFzPs
https://youtu.be/JQ0xKysFzPs
https://www.sneucc.org/


6 | P a g e  
 

Pray, Care, Share… 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

From the Keepers  
Our church owns one antique dining table that is looking for a new 
home.  It needs restoration and is available to any antique lover who is 
willing to give it some TLC.  It has served our church for many decades in 
our CE Library/Conference room. 
 

Also, the Keepers are seeking a gently used desk to replace Leo’s desk in 
the CE Director’s office.  It should contain some drawers and should be 
close in size to 24” x 54”.  If you would like to repurpose your desk, we 
would gladly accept it. 
 

Please contact Sherry Robertson at slrobertson47@icloud.com for 
further details.     

 

Thank you from Susan Saunders 
 

Dear Fellow FCC Members, 
I am finally up to thank you for all your kind wishes, your prayers, and the 

beautiful poinsettias.  It has been a rather rocky year but I feel I have 
turned the corner and am well on the way to full recovery.  Again, thank 

you all for your prayers and encouragement. 
Fondly, Susan Saunders 

 
A Note from Sandy Regnier RE:  The Church Fair 

Once again I've been persuaded to chair our church fair!  The fair has 
been scheduled for November 14, 2020.    
 

Due to some changes, we find ourselves needing new ideas and 
suggestions.  Going forward there will be no plants or baked goods 
(except the Cookie Walk) for sale, and we'd like to add some excitement 
and new interest.  If you have any ideas or suggestions please call me.  All 
ideas will be considered.  Thank you, 
Sandi Regnier 

 

R 

 
Pastoral Care 

If you are sick or in the hospital, 
please let us know so that we can 
check in on you.  Please email the 
church office (office@fccsm.org) 
or leave a message for the pastor 
at (508) 845-7286. 
 

Prayer Requests 
We are happy to hold you or 
someone you know in our 
prayers, please let us know if you 
need our assistance. 
 

Shrewsbury Channel 28 
Local access broadcast of Sunday 
services are on: 

Thursdays at 8:30 PM 
Fridays at 1:00 AM 

 
For those not in town, please 
check Shrewsbury Media 
Connection Video Library and 
search for “FCC” or SPAC 
Facebook page. 
 

Heroes Needed! 
The Care Team outreach program 
called “Carpool Heroes” is 
looking for volunteers to help 
with rides to Sunday worship or 
any church activities.  Your 
commitment could only be once 
every other month.  If you would 
like to volunteer … or need a ride 
to church or a church activity … 
please call Janet Fotiadis at (508) 
873-1346. 
  

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury  

 

NEED TO KNOW 
Please Hold in Your Prayers…  

 

Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Jay Dev 

Chandra, Joie Hodge, Sr., Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, 

Phyllis Rich, Gary & Barb Sampson, Betty Morgan, Nedra Billouris, Sandy 

Wilson, Billy Lund, Donna and Beau Meyer and family, and the pastor and 

people of the First Federated Church of Charlton.  

  

 … also all military personnel, first responders, and all who protect and care 

for us. 
  

 

mailto:slrobertson47@icloud.com
mailto:office@fccsm.org
https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury
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Serve God and Our Neighbor… 
 

 

The Care Team Ministry  On behalf of the Care Teams,  I  would like to reiterate to the congregation that 

the purpose of this ministry is to provide care, support, thoughts and deeds of kindness, and many other forms 
of encouragement such as cards, calls, meals, transportation to Church on Sunday or to any other Church 
related function,  and possibly to a doctor’s appointment if needed.  We are ready to help, but don’t always 
know when help is needed. I hope that you will feel comfortable contacting me directly (by email at 
dasrusl@charter.net or phone at 508-753-1660) or calling the Church at 508-845-7286 and Ellen will relay your 
information. If you feel more comfortable, please have a friend call.  Our Care Teams are made up of many 
people who do various forms of “caring”.  If you need anything, please do not hesitate to contact me or the 
church. Thank you.  Sue Russell 
 

Hands for Hope Our fun and friendly group meets on the fourth Monday of the month, in the Parlor from 

10 am until 11:30.Please join us for knitting, sewing and fellowship!  
 

La Romana Donations! Medical Mission Trip to Dominican Republic 
Gifford Hall-Donations, red bin on stage left, until Sunday February 16   

 VITAMINS-children and adults, Toothbrushes & paste, Topical Meds-Bacitracin, fungal creams. Cortisone 
creams, Ibuprofen,  Aspirin, Tylenol Cough meds, Prilosec, Diabetes equipment, Eye drops,   Blood pressure 
cuffs, Used medical equipment, Pregnancy tests, Birth  control-condoms, Bandaging and tape, Used glasses, 
cases, Underwear,  Summer clothing, Duct tape, Disposable gloves, Ziplock baggies **many  items in Dollar 
store. Questions: Sue Moore 508-735-7820 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Deacons Deliberations 
The deacons discussed our Communion worship services for 2020. After careful deliberation, the deacons 
have decided to close the balcony on the first Sunday of each month, just as we are doing for the fifth Sunday 
family services. The balcony will be closed so that we may all worship more closely with our neighbors.  
  

Daily Devotional 
The Board of Deacons invite you on a spiritual journey this year by subscribing to the daily devotional email 
provided for free by the National UCC. The daily email provides a short, thoughtful, and uplifting message 
written by pastors around the country. Subscribe online today at: https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional. 
 

SYFS Survey 
 

The Town of Shrewsbury has commissioned Shrewsbury Youth and Family Services, Inc. to conduct a 
comprehensive, community-wide needs assessment of the over 60 population. Leaders in our community are 
examining their investment in services for senior citizens, and realize it is time to adapt and expand services 
for the future. You input is crucial in this process. 
  

Please help SYFS complete this assessment by filling out the survey at syfs-ma.org. You will find it at the top 
of the page. These surveys are completely anonymous. Please answer the questions with honesty and 
authenticity. Paper copies are available in Gifford Hall and can be put in the box, mailed to or dropped off at 
SYFS at 222 Maple Ave, Higgins Building, Shrewsbury, MA 01545.  
  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1579021597367000&sa=D&ust=1579021597372000&usg=AFQjCNG9W8zSgj2ebVvC3rOMROuWqXyxqA
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
 
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
 
Join us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
                               

 

 

 

 

  
Please join us Sunday mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 

Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

miss the warm fellowship of friends 

this Sunday! 

 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 

finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 

office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 

  

February 2020 

Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 
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