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The Mystery of the Incarnation
This is the month, and this the happy morn,
Wherein the Son of Heav'n's eternal King,
Of wedded Maid, and Virgin Mother born,
Our great redemption from above did bring;
For so the holy sages once did sing,
That he our deadly forfeit should release,
And with his Father work us a perpetual peace.
That glorious Form, that Light unsufferable,
And that far-beaming blaze of Majesty,
Wherewith he wont at Heav'n's high council-table,
To sit the midst of Trinal Unity,
He laid aside, and here with us to be,
Forsook the courts of everlasting day,
And chose with us a darksome house of mortal clay.
-John Milton (1608-1674), “On the Morning of Christ’s Nativity (1629)

The sacred and secular feast of Christmas is once again upon us, but this year it
is unimaginably different. State governors advise us not to gather in our homes as
 Giving Tree
we once did for our celebratory dinners and all the other rituals associated with the
holiday. Some say we should not gather at all. Yet, while secular Christmas with its
 Stewardship
commercial trappings will certainly be limited by the pandemic, the original feast
of the Nativity of Christ will be unchanged. Christmas is the shortened form of
 HS Youth Group
“Christ’s Mass” and comes from the Old English word Crīstesmæsse which means
the same thing.
The Christmas we know today in North America comes to us from two main
sources: German immigrants (both Catholic and Protestant) that came here in the
1800s and brought with them the Christmas tree; and the British author Charles
Dickens whose 1842 novel A Christmas Carol revived the holiday as a familycentered holiday of generosity and gift-giving. But the true feast is really neither of
these things. It is not the commercial holiday with its compulsive purchasing of
gifts and it is not the Victorian-German cultural Christmas of holidays lights,
Christmas trees, and even warm family gatherings. Arguably, the latter kind is
closer to the spirit of the true feast. But what we celebrate in the Christian Church
on December 25 is the Feast of the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, the great mystery of
the Word made flesh, when God’s love takes on human form. This human form is
not of a mighty king, but a helpless infant. Yet, this “God-as-Infant” is immune to
pandemics and any other earthly challenge. Christ was born into a world of
difficulty. The average life expectancy when Jesus was born was 35 years. And yet, God the Word, or in Milton’s words “that
glorious Form, that Light unsufferable, and that far-beaming blaze of Majesty” chose to dwell with us here in a “darksome house of
mortal clay.” By doing so, God takes to Godself our human condition, our joys and sorrows. They are now part of God for the Risen
Christ sits within that eternal splendor. We celebrate this event because it is the first event in our own glorification. For by being
born a human being, Christ assumes our nature. By assuming our nature then dying and rising in glorious form, Christ represents
our future: the mystery of the Incarnation is that we too shall rise, transformed and glorious, and take our places in the “courts of
everlasting day.” That is the real promise of Christmas and that is its real gift. This feast is worth celebrating even if we could not
have a single glittering ornament or a single morsel of a Christmas dinner. The true gift we receive on Christmas is the infinite grace
of God: “for from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” (John 1:16 ESV).
Therefore, come what may, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy, safe, and prosperous New Year! Jim

Please Welcome Our Newest ONA Church in the
Southern New England Conference !
Friends,
Please join us in welcoming First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury as a new Open and
Affirming Congregation!
We recently sent their pastor, The Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo and the church membership a
message to confirm their certification.
Their ONA Covenant, adopted on September 27, 2020 reads:
The Great Commandment | "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. There is no commandment greater than these." (Mark 12:30-31) | We, the First
Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, endeavor to live out the Great Commandment by loving,
welcoming, and affirming all people. We welcome and affirm everyone including people of all
gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations, ages, races, cultures, family
configurations, economic circumstances, physical, cognitive and emotional abilities, educational
levels, spiritual and religious traditions. We invite all to share in the Christian life, leadership,
ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings and joys of our church
family. We publicly commit ourselves to the ongoing work of being an open and affirming
(ONA) congregation, listening to the still-speaking voice of God. We shall strive to fulfill this
affirmation with God’s grace, journeying together in Christian faith.
On behalf of the Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ, we're proud to
welcome them as ONA congregation #1684. The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury is
now part of the largest and fastest-growing LGBTQ-affirming church movement in the world!
We're grateful for the leadership and hard work that led to this day.
The church has been added to the ONA map at www.openandaffirming.org/find, and we're
notifying the UCC's CARD Team who will assure their ONA status will also appear on the UCC
website. In the coming months, we'll celebrate them as a new member of our ONA family on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and in our email newsletter, RIPPLES.
And to the church members, may we share our blessings again as you continue your journey
of faith, now as an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ!
Our best to all of you,
Andy Lang,
Executive Director
216-736-3789
ed@openandaffirming.org
Pronouns: he, him, his
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Kimi Floyd Reisch
Program Minister
651-2830962
ona@openandaffirming.org
Pronouns: they, them

New at FCC Shrewsbury!
New Sexton Ben Weiss
We will be seeing a new (masked) face on Sunday mornings! Ben Weiss is our new sexton began work on
Saturday, November 14.
Ben grew up and spent most his life in Burlington, MA. He earned his bachelor's degree at UMass Lowell in
Criminal Justice and holds a certificate in Security Management and Homeland Security. He moved to Rutland
when he married his wife Elizabeth. Ben got to know Shrewsbury from Elizabeth while on shopping trips to
the area. He is currently the Senior Custodian at a middle school in Holden but prior to that he worked for over
four years as a social worker. Needing a change, Ben entered the cleaning profession for something more
"zen"!
Ben is looking forward to being a helpful resource to our congregation. He invites groups meeting at church to put him to work
on moving, lifting and carrying tasks as well as any other ways he may be helpful.
Ben and Elizabeth have a two-and-a-half year-old daughter, Kinsley and a Schweenie dog (Shi Tzu-Dachshund mix) named
Teddy.

New Members
Sue Stone ~ My husband Tom and I have lived in Shrewsbury for over 40 years. After the busy-ness of working, raising our children,
and working some more, I am now retired and have decided to return to the Congregational Church. I am most impressed with the
warm welcoming atmosphere and the church's commitment to offering so many volunteer services to the community. I am looking
forward to participating in a program myself!
Cindy and Scott Fountain ~ Scott and Cindy, native Michiganders, relocated to Shrewsbury from San Diego about a year ago for
Scott's job. They have two daughters; one living in Cambridge, MA, and the other living with them while her California college is
online only. In their free time, they like to hike, fish, bird watch, and read. Luckily all are quarantine approved activities!

WHAT ARE YOU WATCHING?
With winter coming and more people retreating into their homes, many of us are looking for new shows to (binge) watch.
Although the Social Circles Committee can't organize in-person social events, we're gathering suggestions for series, movies, or
single shows that you've particularly enjoyed and that you think others may also enjoy. It can be an old series, such as "West
Wing" or "M*A*S*H" or a more contemporary one like "The Crown" or "The Great British Baking Show." It can be a movie you
traditionally watch every year or one you've recently discovered. If you liked it back in the day or are enjoying it now, let us
know! Please send any suggestions to Tom Porter at tlporter@townisp.com by November 30. Include the name of the show,
where to find it (i.e. Amazon Prime, Netflix, Hulu, etc.), and, if you wish, your name and a brief summary.

Thank You from Silver Lake
Dear Members and Friends of the First Congregational Church, UCC, Shrewsbury,
When Silver Lakers are asked what they value most about their time at the Lake, the overwhelming majority highlight the
relationships and connections formed at camp. For more than 60 years, Silver Lake has provided a community of welcome, safety,
joy, and love for summer campers and retreat guests of all ages. In this difficult time, it is especially important that this lifetransforming ministry continues for another 60 years and more.
Because of your gift of $1,300 to the Silver Lake Scholarship Fund that we received on November 5, 2020 in honor of the Rev.
Lynne M. Dolan’s ministry, we will be able to continue to offer faith exploration and spiritual renewal for the thousands of people
who participate in summer camp programs and retreats each year. A crucial Outdoor Ministry of the Southern New England
Conference, UCC, Silver Lake is made possible through the generosity of friends, supporters, and leaders like you. So many people
whose lives were touched by this ministry return to volunteer and share their resources financially. As a result of this generosity,
Silver Lake continues to thrive and be strengthened for future generations.
We are so grateful and proud to count you as one of the “Lakers” who believe in this special ministry of changing lives, embracing
the outdoors, becoming active stewards of our planet, and joining us in “Loving God, Loving Your Neighbor, Loving Yourself, and
Loving Creation.” Blessings to you and thank you for ensuring our young people continue to have a place where they can be “their
true selves.”
In Gratitude,
Rev. Ryan Gackenheimer
Executive Director
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A Historical Look at our Church and Race
Over the past five or six months, our society at large, has grappled with systemic racism which has manifested itself,
in part, in the brutal police handling of black Americans in our cities. From Boston to Kenosha we have witnessed these
terrible events on television and on the internet. From George Floyd and Jacob Blake to Breonna Taylor, the examples
of racism and unbridled violence against black Americans has caused tremendous outrage. But, when will it end? How
will we be able to become more sensitive to racial issues? How will we be able to live out the Christian creed that “all are
created equal?”
Perhaps the best way is to begin with ourselves by taking a look at who we are and what our own church history
shows us. Over the past three hundred years, our church history points out that we, the First Congregational Church of
Shrewsbury, have supported the black community and partnered with many groups to move us forward. Even though
our community is not predominately made up of black residents, we have had black members of our church dating as
far back as the colonial period when the Bush family lived in town and belonged to our church. George Bush, a free,
black man from South America, had seven children baptized in our church in the 1740s. This was during a time when
the colony of Massachusetts had fewer than 2% of its population in slavery. In fact, our colony became the first state to
abolish slavery with the Quock Walker Case in 1783. Remarkably, we were the first state to abolish slavery!
In Shrewsbury, our Congregational ancestors, supported the abolition of slavery in the US for several decades prior
to the Civil War. General Artemas Ward’s grandson, Thomas Walter Ward, whose home was recently taken down on
Main Street, was the vice-president of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society from 1837-1840. It was our church that
actively participated in that movement and safe houses for runaway slaves were all around this area. Twenty-nine
Shrewsbury men also gave up their lives in the Civil War for Black freedom.
Into the 20th century, our church also supported numerous black causes including raising thousands of dollars for our
traditionally black colleges, led by Ted Hibson in the 1980s. The march goes on as our church leadership has embraced
the goal of eliminating racism in our community through its support of the principles of the Black Lives Matter
movement.
When you see the support for this movement around town, in people’s yards, and on message boards or banners
around our church, you will know that today we are as committed as ever to bring about the Christian gospel’s message
that everyone is a child of God and that our Christian faith demands that we embrace equality for all. To stand idly by in
the face of racism is not in keeping with our Christian principles nor our rich church and community history.
Jim Smith,
Member of the Board of Deacons

Meetinghouse Minute
Building a meetinghouse was a community effort in 18th century Massachusetts. All able-bodied men in area towns
would have turned out to raise the new structure. Framing elements were preassembled on the ground then raised
with pulleys, derricks, winches, teams of oxen and human strength. Finally, roof trusses, rafters, etc. were lifted into
place.
Shrewsbury records, now at the American Antiquarian Society, provide details on practical arrangements for building
our present meetinghouse. The parish set aside May 13, 1766 for the raising, with work beginning at 6 a.m. Food and
drink were to be provided during the raising including a “Barrel of Rhum” ordered from Boston. Supper was also to be
provided.
The master builder of our meetinghouse was Daniel Hemenway (1719-1794). Originally from Framingham, he settled in
Shrewsbury, was the town’s delegate to the convention that framed the Massachusetts constitution and is buried
within sight of our church. Hemenway also was responsible for building the meetinghouse in Northborough (burned in
1945) and Old South in Worcester (demolished in the 1880s to build City Hall).
The Shrewsbury raising must have gone well as the Rev. Parkman of Westborough, who attended the event, wrote in
his diary under May 13, 1766 that they supped late then prayed and sang within “ye Frame of ye building.”
Comments or questions about this piece should be directed to Sue Baker (Bkr0000@townisp.com) of the Our Story Ministry team.
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The Music Ministry
The Music Ministry has been pushing the boundaries of creativity
as we look for ways to share music with each other during the
pandemic. On September 27 we welcomed the Worcester Brass
Consort to our outdoor service on the town common. They were
pleased to be able to perform again and I especially enjoyed their
renditions of J. S. Bach and
A. Scarlatti.
The 2020 Spooktakular was changed to a Spooktakucar so that
we could have a concert in the parking lot at a safe distance.
Performers included Isabelle Zhao, Anna Marie Smith and myself
on piano and Jennifer Shaw as narrator for the Halloween story.
Some of you may already know that I am a car enthusiast. I
enjoyed helping my uncle in his mechanic shop as a teenager and
I’ve completed a few engine swaps. Yes, the cars actually ran
afterwards. So, it was a treat for me to perform on the digital piano in the bed of a pickup truck to an audience of
Hyundais, Toyotas and other four wheeled machines. Slim Jim the skeleton
arrived in his 1912 Moline Dreadnought courtesy of Tony Trippi. He received
an onstage pass because his car lacked a radio and therefore couldn’t tune into
the live audio that was
being broadcast
directly from the stage
to everyone’s car
stereo via a short
range FM transmitter.
Many of the works on
the program were
written long before the
automobile was
invented. Those
included a Scherzo by
Chopin, a Fantasie by
Mendelssohn and a
Tony Trippi's 1912 Moline Dreadnought is still
Fugue
for two pianos by running after the 1918 Spanish Flu and our
Curtis Smith, Jennifer Shaw and Anna Marie Smith in rehearsal
current COVID-19 pandemic
Mozart.
before the Spooktakucar
Arts on the Green welcomes back pianist Inna Muravnik for a virtual concert.
Featuring works by Beethoven, Schumann and Chopin. The video recording will be
available to stream from our Church YouTube channel or Facebook page on Tuesday,
December 15.
Introducing: Caroling in Cars! We’re staying safe this year by singing in our cars. Join
us in the Church parking lot on Wednesday, December 23 at 7:00pm as we broadcast a
live 30 foot video feed from inside the Sanctuary on to the outside wall of Gifford Hall.
Tune your radio to 98.7 FM to hear the live audio, download the caroling song-sheet
from the Church website and sing along in your car. Sign-up required to reserve a
parking spot. See the Looking Ahead email newsletter for details on how to sign-up.

5|Page

The Giving Tree Update 2020
Your Mission and Outreach Ministry has made the decision to wholeheartedly support the changes that St. Anne’s has
made in the way that the Giving Tree will be done this year due to the COVID -19 virus. It will be an all gift card
program supporting about 170 children. St. Anne’s is requesting gift cards from Walmart, Target, and Amazon in the
amount of $25 to $50 denominations. The deadline for donating your gift cards or monetary contributions is
Wednesday, December 2.
There are 4 ways that you can donate:
1. There will be a basket with a sign for the Giving Tree on a table as you arrive for both the 9:30 and 11 services, starting Sunday,
Nov. 15, through Sunday, Nov. 29th. You may drop your gift cards or monetary donations in this basket. If you prefer to make out a
check, please make it payable to First Congregational Church with Giving Tree on the memo line.
2. There will be a donate button on the Church website, earmarked for the Giving Tree. This money will be converted into gift
cards before being taken to St. Anne’s.
3. You may drop your gift cards or monetary donations at the Church office between the hours of 9-2, Monday through Thursday,
or mail in your donations. Ellen has a basket set up to the right just inside her office where you can drop your donations, making it
easy to socially distance. She will lock up everything at the end of the day. Please call her prior to stopping by.
4. You may call Sue/Dave Russell at 508-753-1660 or email us at dasrusl@charter.net, and we will gladly come by your house to
pick up any gift cards you may want to donate.
The Giving Tree has always been a highlight of Mission and Outreach during the Holiday season, and it has always been
overwhelmingly supported by the congregation. This year it WILL look different and it will NOT be as colorful and festive as in
years past, but the heart of the message remains the same. There are MANY more families this year who will need our help. Please
consider donating what you can so that all the children will feel blessed and remembered this holiday. Thank you. Sue Russell

Church Champion Kathi Buzzell
Dependable. Diligent. Devoted. These words describe so many dedicated members at church who give so freely of their time
and talent to keep our beloved church running smoothly in service to God and our community. We owe a great debt of thanks to
these Church Champions - they are saints among us!
One such saint is our wonderful Kathi Buzzell. If you have attended church at any time during the pandemic, you have seen her
as our Chief Greeter and Usher Extraordinaire! Kathi hasn't missed a single service. She hauls her usher's table inside and outside
the church, cheerfully greets all comers to the service, collects contact information, counts heads, helps facilitate Communion and
then hauls her table back, all with grace, kindness and an ever-ready smile. But that is not all she does for us...
Kathi was very busy even prior to the pandemic. In addition to being an usher, she participates on the Care Team as a team
leader and rings bells with the Shrewsbury Ringers and the Parish Pealers. She has organized many years of the church's Flea
Market, annual SERRV sale of fair trade goods and countless Arts on the Green musical presentations. Kathi serves on the Music
Ministry and Mission and Outreach Ministry where she is currently requesting donations for the St. Anne's Thanksgiving Collection
for needy families served by Shrewsbury Youth and Family Services (please give!). She has served on the Pastoral Relations
Committee and she is currently serving on the ONA Task Force, the Church Re-Opening Task Force and was just commissioned
with others to find a new settled pastor on the new Search Committee! Phew! Oh, and, she works full time!
Wow! We are so very fortunate to have Kathi among us. She is the embodiment of serving God and her community. Thank you
for sharing your gifts with us, Kathi Buzzell!

Stewardship 2020
We wish to thank all of those who have pledged so far to support the ministries of our church in 2021. Listed below are the new
pledgers since our last COG. As of 11/12/20, we have received $205,306 in pledges.
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Mr. & Mrs. Paul Burnett

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Perkins, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Jelinch

Jean Folsom

Mr. D. Lucht & Ms. S. Baker

Ms. Mary Innis

Mr. & Mrs. John Salsgiver, Jr.

Mr. John Knipe

Mr. & Mrs. Ali Kafel

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Koch

Ms. Jennifer Shaw

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Babon

Sue Stone

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Cairns

Dr. & Mrs. Harold Stuart

Mr. & Mrs. Chau Doan

Mrs. Joyce Carpenter-Henderson

Mr. & Mrs. William Marston

High School Youth Group
Cleaning Out Your Closets?? The Youth Group is looking for gently used, cold weather clothing for men. We
ask that donations be made by Sunday, January 17 in order for the clothing to be brought to CityReach on January 20.
A collection box will be available. Larger sizes are greatly needed (x-large & up)
Thank you for your donations!
Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser in Support of Youth Mission Trip: This sub sandwich fundraiser is for the annual youth
mission trip in June. For $10, each order comes with one sub sandwich & one small bag of chips. You may order ahead
by emailing fccshrewsburyygleaders@gmail.com or by using the sign-up genius link
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0549AAA92EA0F94-2021. At this time we plan to also be taking pre-orders
during coffee hour on January 24 and 31 but that is dependent upon Covid-19 guidelines. Preorder deadline is
Wednesday, February 3rd. Pick up your order on February 7th. Curbside Pick-up will be available and we also hope to
offer Curbside Delivery in a limited area, stay tuned for more info. Thank you for your support!
Sub Choices: Ham & American, Turkey & American, Italian (with provolone), or Meatball (w/provolone)
Toppings: Lettuce, Tomato, Onion, Pickles, Hot Peppers, Oil, Vinegar, Mustard, and Mayo.
December
December 6 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm
December 13 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm, Christmas movie?
December 20 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm, Yankee Swap
 if participating in the Yankee Swap bring a wrapped $10
gift
December 27 - Christmas Eve Weekend; no YG
December 29 – Make Sandwiches for CityReach, time TBD
December 30 – Deliver Sandwiches to CityReach, 8:00AM
January
January 3 – New Year’s Day Weekend; no YG
January 10 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm
January 17 - Martin Luther King Weekend; no YG
Janyary 20 – Deliver Donations to CityReach, time TBD
January 24 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm
January 31 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm

From left to right: Joseph Evasius, Isabella Montalvo,
Matthew Clark, Yannick Plasse, Jack Dros, April Mullins and
Patrick Kane

Please Hold in Your Prayers…
Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Anna M. Kane,
Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Chris Laurson, Barb Sampson, Bill Siegmann, Florence Stowe, Sandy Wilson,
Donna and Beau Meyer and family, Lisa DiPilato and the Scott and DiPilato families.
… also, all military personnel, first responders, health care workers and all who protect and care for us.

Leah Circle 2020/2021 Schedule
The Circle will meet on the third Monday of each month at 7:00pm via Zoom
December 21
Christmas Celebration
January 18
Quarantine Binge List of TV Shows and Movies
February 15
The Perfect Snow Day
March 15
What’s Your Good Luck Charm?
April 19
How Does Your Garden Grow? Planting Tips
May 17
What Did You Read During Quarantine
June 21
Bon Appetite
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Louise and Linda Russell
Elaine and Jen Shaw
Sue Bourget
Everyone
Sue Phyffe
Jane Farina
Sue Phyffe
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Return Service
Requested

Join us on Facebook and Instagram!
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury
Instagram: FCCShrewsbury

December 2020 / January 2021

Our Mission:
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by
Christ’s teachings. We are committed to reaching out through prayer,
caring, sharing and fellowship.

Please join us Sunday mornings at
9:30AM in the sanctuary (socially
distanced). We will continue to offer
outdoor worship at 11:00 AM on the
Common as long as weather permits.

Senior Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo
jim@fccsm.org
Director of Music: Curtis Smith
musicdirector@fccsm.org
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse
finance@fccsm.org
Office Administrator: Ellen Jones
office@fccsm.org
Sexton: Benjamin Weiss
ben@fccsm.org
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