
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
 First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury         December 2018 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

Advent Adventures 

There are many opportunities in December to gather as a church 
family, share the wonder of the season and prepare our hearts and 
spirits to welcome the Christ child.  Please join us for these special 
events. 

• Saturday, December 1, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Hanging of the Greens 
We will begin the holiday season in a festive way by hanging the 
greens throughout the sanctuary.  We will gather in Gifford Hall to 
decorate holiday cookies to kick off the season. Then move to the 
sanctuary for a Hanging of the Greens and festive music presented 
by the musical ensembles of FCC.  

• Sunday, December 9 11:00 Advent Tea and “Shuffle” with the 
Confirmation Class in the Chapel. Please join the confirmation 
students for an hour of story sharing and cookies.  Bring a festive 
container and a sweet tooth.  We will share favorite holiday 
memories, memorable moments from our past and cookies to take 
home.  

• Sunday, December 16 during coffee hour please bring your 
favorite crèche display to share in Gifford Hall 

• Sunday, December 23, 7:00 p.m. Caroling on the Common 
Come in festive voice and spirit to join the community in sharing 
songs of the season.  Weather permitting, we will gather on the 
town green to sing Christmas Carols and share a cup of hot cocoa.  
 
Seasonal Worship Opportunities 
December 2  Advent 1 Family Worship and Communion 
December 9  Advent 2 
December 16  Advent 3 Christmas Tableau with member of our 
Sunday School and the display of our favorite Creches in Gifford Hall 
during coffee hour 
December 23 Advent 4   Prepare for the coming of the Christ Child 
with a Christmas Carol Sing.  Hear the story behind some of our 
much beloved Christmas carols and the ways in which they have 
enhanced the beauty of the Nativity story. 

December 24   Christmas Eve 
 5:00 p.m.  Family Worship 
 7:00 p.m  Quiet Service featuring handbells and choirs 
 10:00 p.m. Candlelight Lessons and Carols 
 
 
 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 

• Advent Adventures 

• Stewardship Appeal 

• Antal Book 

Discussion, Part 1 

• November Photos  

• Our Story Ministry 

Historical Books 

• Church Champion 

 

 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

 
 

 

 

     
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM STEWARDSHIP 

Thank you to everyone who has made a pledge to the church for the coming year to support its mission and 
ministries.  Our total as of November 16 is $210,736. God has blessed us so abundantly and we are moved to share 
those blessings with others.  Your support allows us to continue to be God’s hands, feet, and heart in this 
community and beyond. You are blessed to be a blessing and your gifts are so greatly appreciated. If you have not 
yet made a pledge for the coming year but intend to do so, we encourage you to make your pledge as soon as 
possible so we continue to do God’s work together.   
 

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Adams  Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Giles, Jr.  Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Perkins, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Alger  Geoffrey & Janet Graeber  Mr. & Mrs. Craig Phyfe 

Mr. & Mrs. John Ambra  Daniel Gregoire  Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Pike 

Mrs. Carol Baker  Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Harlow  Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Porter 

Mr. & Mrs. Fritz Bauer  Ms. Marion Harnois  Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Ray 

Ms. Janice Benicek  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hepp  Ms. Sandra Regnier 

Mr. J.P. Bordage & Dr. Dana Del Dotto  Mr. Harold Hersey, Jr.  Mr. & Mrs. David Richardson 

Mrs. Susan Bourget  Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hewes  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ricker 

Mr. & Mrs. John Bowles  Mrs. Janet Hibson  Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Robertson 

Mr. Brian Burhoe  Ms. Joan Hodge  Mr. & Mrs. David Rocheleau 

Mrs. Connie Burr  Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Holden  Mr. & Mrs. David Russell 

Mrs. Helen Bush-Brown  Dr. & Mrs. Oscar Holton, III  Ms. Linda Russell 

Mr. & Mrs. James Buss  Mr. & Mrs. George Horesta  Mr. & Mrs. Roy Russell 

Mr. & Mrs. David Butler  Dr. Mei-sheng Tai-Hsu  Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Ryall 

Ms. Kathi Buzzell  Mrs. Fay Hultgren  Mr. & Mrs. Paul Sainsbury 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Cairns  Mr. Lawrence Iannetti  Mr. & Mrs. John Salsgiver, Jr. 

Mr. Gerald Callaghan  Mrs. Ruth Irving  Mr. Robert Sargent 

Mr. R. Clark & Ms. C. Manos  Mr. & Mrs. Frank Jelinch  Mr. & Mrs. James Shaw 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Alan Daniels  Mr. Donald Johnson  Mr. & Mrs. David Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. William Davis  Mrs. Alice Jones  Dr. D. & Dr. R. Snook 

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Deglialberti  Mr. & Mrs. Ali Kafel  Mrs. Gail St. Pierre 

Ms. Darcy Del Dotto  Mr. & Mrs. James Kane  Mr. & Mrs. David Stowe 

Mr. Darren Del Dotto, Esq.  Mr. G. Willard King, Jr.  Dr. & Mrs. Harold Stuart 

Mr. Robert Dietrich  Mr. John Knipe  Ms. Gloria Symonds 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Divris  Ms. Jean Feldkamp  Mr. & Mrs. Robert Taupier 

Mr. & Mrs. Chau Doan  Mr. & Mrs. John Lebeaux  Mr. & Mrs. Dean Tipple 

Rev. Lynne Dolan  Mr. & Mrs. Marty Leroux  Osvaldo Torres 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Driscoll  Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lindsay  Mrs. Lyn Tozeski 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Durkin  Mr. D. Lucht & Ms. S. Baker  Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Trippi 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Ekberg  Mr. Alexander Macdonald  Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Wagner 

Dr. S. Erban & Dr. C. Phillips  Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm MacKenzie Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Wark 

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Evasius  Mr. & Mrs. John McGrail  Mr. & Mrs. William Whitehead 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Fitzgerald  Mr. & Mrs. David McRae  Mr. & Mrs. Albert Whitney, Jr. 

Ms. Beverly Fletcher  Ms. Andrea Miller  Mr. C. Williams & Dr. M. Kern 

Ms. Grace Fontaine  Sue & Art Moore  Mrs. Lois Winterbottom 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Frank  Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Moriondo  Mrs. Ivon Woolner 

Mrs. Carol Gagliardo  Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Murphy  Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Yablonski 

Mr. & Ms. William Garcia  Mr. & Mrs. John Ostrosky  Mr. S. Zhao & Ms. S. Wu 

Mr. & Mrs. William Gibbs  Mrs. Mary Pelletier   
Mr. & Mrs. David Gibson  Mrs. Nancy Perkins   
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New Antal book outlines Christian response to climate 
change by Paul Dobner 

 

     The Earth Stewardship Ministry recently purchased a new book authored by 
our former Conference Minister Reverend Jim Antal.  In his book, “Climate 
Church, Climate World, How People of Faith Must Work for Change,” Antal first 
asks us to accept responsibility both individually and collectively for the primary 
causes of climate change-the burning of fossil fuels and deforestation. More 
importantly, he outlines how we, as Christians, must act to protect God’s 
Creation, for “the earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who 
live in it (Psalm 24:1).”  This is the first in a series of articles that will explore 
Antal’s ideas on the climate crisis and how we can collectively protect God’s 
Creation. 
     Early in the book, Antal addresses the problem’s scope and how long we’ve 
known about it.  Simply, the scope is monumental, and we’ve known about it for a 
long time.  Antal describes a family trip to Glacier National Park, and changes in 
polar sea ice to illustrate the massive effects resulting from increasing global 
temperatures.  In 1910, when Glacier National Park opened, there were over 150 
glaciers, now only 39 remain, and those have shrunk by over one-third during the 
last 50 years.  Antal also notes elevated polar temperatures and diminishing sea 
ice to illustrate the enormity of the problem.  In fact, the latest International Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) report concluded that our current use of fossil fuels, 
unabated, will result in inundated coastlines, intensifying droughts, poverty, wild 
fires, and a mass die-off of coral reefs by 2040: a timeline within many of our 
lifetimes! In the 1850’s, John Tyndall first proposed that the burning fossil fuels 
had a greenhouse effect and heated up the earth’s atmosphere. According to 
recently uncovered documents, oil producers Exxon-Mobil and Shell both knew in 
the 1980’s that fossil fuel consumption was raising global temperatures - they 
suppressed the information.  But, as Antal notes, in June of 1988, climate scientist 
James Hansen testified before a Senate Committee on the future dangers of 
anthropogenic climate change. We’ve known the risks, yet those “future dangers” 
seem to be unfolding before us.  We’ve squandered years of opportunity, and 
now, as Antal argues (and the IPCC agrees), we must act! 
     Because Antal is talking about the earth and all that is in it, the world, and 
those who live in it, he makes the point that “we’re all in this together.”  He notes 
that “we are beginning to recognize that just as each of us has agency which we 
demonstrate in the choices we make, we also have agency as a collective, all 
together.”  That’s why the Paris Climate Accord was such an important milestone: 
the world community embraced their responsibility for climate change and 
agreed to limit fossil fuel use to avoid the most severe consequences of their use.  
But, the United States announced its intention to withdraw from the agreement 
last year!  We are left with the need for what Antal labels a “bottom-up” response.  
This “bottom-up” approach began to materialize when over 2,200 leaders from 
America’s city halls, state houses, boardrooms, and college campuses, 
representing more than 127 million Americans and $6.2 trillion of the US 
economy, signed a “We Are Still In” declaration - committing themselves to 
deliver on the promise of the Paris Agreement and America’s contribution to it.  It 
is heartening to know that in September, following hurricane Florence, North 
Carolina joined 14 other states in the bipartisan US Climate Alliance that is 
committed to upholding the Paris Agreement. This is part of what Antal means by 
“bottom-up” responses. 
     In future COG issues, we’ll dig deeper into Antal’s book, exploring other themes 
centered on “repurposing the church for a climate change world,” “reorienting 
what we prize,” and “living hope-filled lives in a climate crisis world.  Stay tuned! 

 

 

See Advent Schedule on Page 1 

 
Share Your Crèche with Us 

Saint Francis of Assisi is credited with 
creating the first live nativity scene in 
central Italy in 1223.  He sought to bring 
the focus of Christmas back to the birth 
of Christ and away from material, gift-
giving customs. These reenactments 
spread in churches throughout 
Christendom. Eventually, full-sized 
statues replaced human and animal 
participants.  Miniature versions followed 
so that families could display the Nativity 
in their own homes. 
 

 Last Christmas, to add to our reflection 
on Jesus' birth, we sought to exhibit 
different artistic expressions of the 
Nativity.  The response from the church 
family was staggering with nearly 30 
Nativity scenes on display in Gifford Hall!  
The rich variety of styles and materials 
gave us pause to see how different 
cultures and artists interpreted "What 
child is this?".  On Sunday December 16 
we would like to again provide the 
opportunity to exhibit your crèche during 
Coffee Hour. You are invited to share, no 
matter how simple or elaborate, and 
even if you exhibited last year.  To 
participate , please contact Suzanne 
Moriondo at moriondo@townisp.com. 

   
New Member Brunch 

The Welcome ministry invites anyone 
who is interested in learning more about 
the church to join them on January 13 at 
11:00 for brunch and discussion.  We will 
share more about the mission and 
ministries of First Congregational Church 
and the United Church of Christ.  
Members of the committee and various 
ministries in the church will be there to 
share ways in which you can get involved 
and answer your questions. Please 
contact Rev. Lynne Dolan at 
ldolan@fccsm.org if you are interested 
in attending.   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

mailto:moriondo@townisp.com
mailto:ldolan@fccsm.org
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Gathering… 

FCC November Memories 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Last month we had many reasons to 
gather together in addition to our 
worship including our first 
Spooktacular, the Bells of Peace, The 
Church Harvest Fair, and the 
Stewardship Celebration…  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leah Circle is having its annual Baby Jesus Shower on Wednesday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. We will be meeting at 

the church beforehand to carpool to Linda Russell’s home in Boylston. All women from the church are welcome. 
 

Martha Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m. in the Adkins Room.  It is open to all women of 

the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers. 
We are engaged in many goodwill projects and fundraising to benefit the church and community. For example, each year we 
donate “Birthday Bags” to Cottage Hill Academy.  For information, contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421. 

Our Story Ministry 

aka: The Historians 
     The “Historians” have been hard at work, continuing to build “Our Story!” We have uncovered three historical books and 
are working on making them available for loan from our own church library.  The first is a copy of The Memorials of the Rev. 
Joseph Sumner, D.D. Minister of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, 1762 through 1824.  This collection was printed for private 
distribution in Worcester, Mass, in 1888.  The materials “have been gathered from the manuscript journals, notebooks, and 
papers left by Dr. Sumner at his death.”  It is now part of the collection of the Massachusetts State Library. 
     The second publication is entitled History of the Town of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, from its settlement in 1717 
through 1829, by Andrew Ward.  This publication (Boston, 1817) also contains an extensive Family Register, which is 
helping us with our “Family Tree” research.   
     The third publication was written by Elizabeth Ward and is entitled Old Times in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, Gleanings 
from History and Traditions.  It was published in 1892. 
     These three books have given us a realistic glimpse into our past, and as we locate topics of interest, we post them 
monthly on our bulletin board, in the hallway between the kitchen and the chapel.  We hope that you are all checking it out 
and are enjoying these tidbits!  
Your Historians: 

Jane Farina, Susannah Baker, Elaine Shaw, Nancy Burnett, Jennifer Shaw, Linda Russell, Rena Mayberry, Dot Perkins, Carol Baker 

 

 



5 | P a g e  
 

Study and Learn… 
Confirmation Program 

The class schedule and events for December: 
December 2 Class at 6:00 p.m.   
December 9        Advent Tea and shuffle in the chapel 11:00 a.m.  Please feel free to bring a batch of cookies to share.  

 We will all go home with a container of sweet treats and lots of stories.  No evening class. 
December 16 Class at 6:00 p.m. 
December 23 No Class    
December 24     Christmas Eve.  Please join us on Christmas Eve at one of our services: 5:00 family worship, 7:00 service  

with Christmas message and music, 10:00 Candlelight Service with lessons and carols 
December 29 No class 
 
 

High School Youth Group 
Our high school youth group is an opportunity for teens from the surrounding area to form community and fellowship 
together. Whether youth are members of our church or friends of church members, all are invited to participate in our 
youth group. Throughout the year, we practice a healthy mix of service work and play: everything from playing laser 
tag, jumping at Skyzone, baking and delivering apple pies to a food shelter, serving the homeless in Boston, 
fundraising for our annual mission trip, to hanging out together in our newly renovated youth room; there is bound to 
be something for everyone in our youth group! Participating in youth group and serving our youth is a special ministry 
of our church that you will truly not regret being a part of.  
 

December schedule: 
December 2 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm      
December 9 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm  
December 13 (Thursday) – Youth/Parent City Reach Orientation at 7:00pm    
December 16 – Christmas Caroling at 2:00pm, Youth Group Alumni Welcome 
December 23 – Christmas Eve Weekend; no class 
December 28 (Friday) - Youth Group Alumni Reunion at 7:00pm 
December 30 – New Year’s Day Weekend; no class  

 
Christian Education 

Christmas time is here! 
     Merry Christmas from Christian Education!  It has been a lovely year with all of you, filled with joy, sadness and 
change as only life on earth can offer. Sometimes when things get busy and we get bogged down by all the issues of 
the world, it helps me to remember that heaven is not like this and that our time here is temporary - a stepping stone 
to our real home with God. It’s easy to forget sometimes that we belong to God and that His love is the only 
permanent love we receive. 
     Here are a few things to keep in mind for December: There is full Sunday School on December 9th and 16th. The 
tableau is happening on December 16th during service. Christmas Eve Family-oriented service is at 5pm, followed by 
the traditional one at 7pm and finally one late night service beginning at 10pm. 
     I would like to introduce CE’s new intern, Emily Fournier. Emily is a Shrewsbury High School student with a talent for 
teaching and working with kids. She is interested in childhood education and will be given creative flexibility here at 
the church to help with program development. Her mother, Linda Phillips, now a Deacon has been a dedicated Church 
member and CE volunteer for many years. One of Emily’s roles will be assisting in developing an after church program 
for children of parents that would like to stay after for events or extended discussions with fellow congregants.  
I want to close by recognizing the CE committee for all their hard work and flexibility through the transitions of 2018. 
The church is fortunate to have them advocating for the children here. I am happy to enter another year as DCE and 
look forward to intensifying God’s love in our youth in 2019. 
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Pray, Care, Share… 
 

Angel Awakenings… 
• Blessings….blessings…..blessing to all who answered the call to 

protect our beloved church. This is a special extended expression of 
gratitude for everyone who participated in the fire watch at the church 
while the sprinkler system was out of service. So many people quietly 
answered the call to care for our sacred building for nearly three 
weeks. You came at all hours of the night, stepping in and up to the 
plate much longer than we thought would be necessary.  Thank you all! 

• Blessings for all the faithful givers, deep sharers of all your gifts in 
simple and profound ways every day.   

• Blessings to everyone who made the church fair another rousing 
success. Your efforts will help to support many ministries in the church.  

 

Thank You! 
Thank you very much to all of you who donated your time in helping us with 
the flea market set up, sles and packing up of everything that was left over.  It 
cannot be overstated how very much it was appreciated.  Thank you to all of 
you who cleaned your garages and basements and donated your items to the 
flea market and then purchased more “treasures” to take home again.  Lastly, 
a VERY big thank you to the Boy Scouts who helped us the Tuesday evening 
before the fair.  They carried EVERYTHING from the storytelling room (which 
was FULL of tables so that we would be ready to start sorting and pricing the 
next morning.  Everything was greatly appreciated. 
Thank you again, 
Sue and Kathi 
 
 

R 

 
Pastoral Care 
If you are sick or in the hospital, 
please let us know so that we 
can check in on you.  Please 
email the church office 
(office@fccsm.org) or leave a 
message for the pastor(s) at  
(508) 845-7286. 
 

Prayer Requests 
We are happy to hold you or 
someone you know in our 
prayers, please let us know if 
you need our assistance. 
 

Shrewsbury Channel 28 
Local access broadcast of 
Sunday services are on: 

Thursdays at 9:00 AM 
Fridays at 10:30 PM 

Mondays at 9:30 PM 
For those not in town, please 

check Shrewsbury Media 
Connection Video Library and 

search for “FCC” or SPAC 
Facebook page. 

 

Heroes Needed! 
The Care Team outreach 
program called “Carpool 
Heroes” is looking for 
volunteers to help with rides to 
Sunday worship or any church 
activities.  Your commitment 
could only be once every other 
month.  If you would like to 
volunteer … or need a ride to 
church or a church activity … 
please call Janet Fotiadis at 
(508) 873-1346. 
  

 

NEED TO KNOW 

Church Champion by Ellen Jones 

In my short time at FCC, I have noticed that there are so many people that 
give of themselves tirelessly in service to the church.  One person that I 
would like to personally call attention to is Chris Williams.  In his roll with 
Buildings and Grounds, I see Chris pretty much daily as he comes in to do 
his walk-throughs. He has been called upon to fix everything from broken 
dishwashers, persnickety thermostats, blown breakers and overworked 
folding machines to addressing serious problems such as gas leaks, cracked 
water pipes and sprinkler systems.  He comes to the church at a moment’s 
notice at all hours on any day and even responded to us when he was on 
vacation in Hawaii.  As always, when Chris was on minimal sleep recently 
with the sprinkler issue, he still managed to have a sense of humor.  In his 
spare time, he sings in the Senior Choir and participates in the Church 
Security Committee.  If you see Chris, please make sure to thank him for all 
that he does. 
 

There are many other Church Champions who go beyond the call of duty 
contributing their time and energy to keep the church functioning and 
moving forward.  Many may wish to remain anonymous, however, if you 
know someone who might appreciate our gratitude, please send me a 
quick paragraph for a future COG.  office@fccsm.org  
 

mailto:office@fccsm.org
mailto:office@fccsm.org
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Serve God and Our Neighbor… 
The Care Team Ministry Have you ever wondered how you could touch someone’s life with a simple gesture of 

kindness - something as ordinary as sending a card to let someone know the Church is thinking of them, a brief call to see if 
someone who is homebound has any needs, making a simple meal, baking to stock the shelves of our Care Team freezer, or 
visiting someone who is alone.  If you can do any of the above once a month, please consider joining the Care Team.  It is an 
invisible, silent ministry that is going on strong behind the scenes. There are no meetings.  YOU will always choose what YOU 
would like to do. I often get feedback from those who are on the receiving end of the kindness of the Care Team, about how 
much it means to be remembered and thought of at perhaps difficult times in their lives.  If you would like more information, 
call me at 508-753-1660 or email me dasrusl@charter.net  or chat with me at coffee hour any Sunday.  Thank you, Sue Russell 
 

Mustard Seed November 7 Mustard Seed dinner was a wonderful success!  Thank you to volunteers: Hugh Adams, Mary 

Barrett, Ann Defosse, The Connors & Del Dotto Family, Dan Ekberg, Susanne Ekberg, Norma Garica, Roberta Jelinch, 
Kristine Martineau, Dave Russell, Sue Russell, Colleen Tipple, Joy Tolan, Lyn Tozeski, Martha Circle and Leah Circle. Thank 
you to the Congregation for your time and financial support in this ministry.  Please know that the diners are most grateful 
to you for providing this enjoyable meal and delicious cookies. 

Mustard Seed also has a small food pantry open on Wednesdays that serves many families and individuals in need of 
supplemental foods. They are currently asking for peanut butter and cereal donations as these foods are high in 
nutrition and do not require refrigeration.  Donations can be placed in the marked box in Gifford Hall.   

Please consider volunteering for this wonderful cause to help feed those in need in our local community. Being a Server of 
this meal can be a humbling and heartwarming shared experience for both Confirmand and Mentor. There are opportunities 
for volunteers to Cook, Bake or Serve on the following Wednesdays: 
• December 5, 2018 (1) Bakers, (4) Servers  
• January 2, 2019 (5) Cooks, (4) Bakers, (2) Servers 
• March 6. 2019   (5) Cooks, (3) Bakers 
• April 3, 2019  (5) Cooks, (3) Bakers, (4) Servers 
• May 1, 2019  (5) Cooks, (3) Bakers  
Mustard Seed’s volunteer signup sheet is located in Gifford Hall by the name tags. For questions about volunteering please 
contact Janet Pike (508) 842-0533 or email mrsbear8@msn.com. 
 

Hands for Hope Ministry in our church is a busy lot!  This past year, we once again 

made stoles for the confirmands.  We are planning another sew-a-thon to assemble 
dresses, shorts and kerchiefs.  Our prayer shawls and baby blankets are under way. Our 
sweaters for Tanzania keep pouring in!  The new Izzy Doll projects are a quick and easy task 
and provide much entertainment for their creators as each is unique.  Please come and join 
in our efforts and engage with us in the warm conversations and laughter.  We meet on the 
fourth Monday of the month, in the Parlor from 10 am until 11:30. 
 

City Reach Our Confirmation class and High School Youth Group will be attending City 

Reach in Boston again this year on January 4 and 5 giving young people and adults a 
chance to learn about homelessness from people who have experienced it, and may be still 
experiencing it. Participants will engage in ministry with poor and homeless people by 
offering hospitality, food, and clothing to guests. A donation bin has been set-up in Gifford 
Hall to collect items for the event. Specific requests include: 
· Men’s clothing: coats, hats, sweaters/sweatshirts, underwear, pants, socks, t-shirts, Jeans, 
khakis, casual pants, waterproof boots, comfortable shoes, and sneakers, belts 
· Women’s clothing: underwear and bras in all sizes 
· Backpacks, tote bags, fanny packs, small suitcases with wheels 
· Travel-size toiletries such as soap, shampoo, deodorant, lotion, Chapstick, toothpaste, 
and shaving cream in small sizes, as well as tooth brushes, disposable razors, and tampons 
· Sleeping bags & blankets 
Any questions related to donation items please speak to Paul or April Mullins 
(themullins5@msn.com) or Rev. Lynne Dolan (ldolan@fccsm.org). Thank you for your 
support. http://commoncathedral.org/cityreach/ 

SERRV SALE 
Just in time for Christmas!  
Great gift items from SERRV 
will be on sale in Gifford Hall 
after each church service 
through December 16.  Come 
get your Christmas shopping 
done and help alleviate 
poverty in developing regions 
of the world at the same time.  
Your purchase of these 
wonderful and unique hand-
crafted items provides hope 
and justice, encourage 
economic independence and 
fair trade and make the world 
a better place.  Additional 
proceeds benefit programs 
determined by Mission and 
Outreach Ministry.  The SERRV 
table is located near the stage 
in Gifford Hall.  Please check it 
out during coffee hour! 

mailto:dasrusl@charter.net
mailto:mrsbear8@msn.com
mailto:themullins5@msn.com
mailto:ldolan@fccsm.org
http://commoncathedral.org/cityreach/
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
 
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
Join us on Facebook! 
                               

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Please join us Sunday Mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 

Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

Miss the warm fellowship of friends 

This Sunday! 

 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Christian Education Director:  Leo Biocchi 
cedirector@fccsm.org  
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 

finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 

office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 

  

December 2018 

Return Service         
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         PAID 
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Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 

 
 

mailto:ldolan@fccsm.org
mailto:musicdirector@fccsm.org
mailto:cedirector@fccsm.org
mailto:finance@fccsm.org
mailto:office@fccsm.org

