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“Summer afternoon—
summer afternoon; to me 

those have always been the 
two most beautiful words 
in the English language.”  

 
Henry James  

 
From Lusaka, Zambia to Biloxi, 

Mississippi: A Tale of Two  
Countries 

 
Lusaka, Zambia is 8,352 miles from 
Biloxi, Mississippi, USA as the 
crow flies. If you flew in a private 
jet nonstop, it would take 17 hours 
to fly between these cities. I was in 
Lusaka on an assignment with GIZ, 
the German overseas development 
agency from May 27 until June 5. 
Two weeks later I left for Biloxi 
with the high school youth group for 
a one-week mission trip with the 
UCC’s Back Bay Mission. These 
two places are literally a world 
apart, yet they are named after riv-
ers: Mississippi is named after the 
river of the same name and Zambia 
is named after the Zambezi River.  
  
If Massachusetts were a sovereign 
country, its per capita GDP (per per-
son gross domestic product) would 
rank third in the world (!), outrank-
ing Switzerland which is fourth. 
Luxembourg is first and New York 
State is second. Mississippi ranks 
72nd in the world – meaning that 72 
sovereign countries and all US states 
outrank it. Mississippi has the high-

est number of people living in pov-
erty in the Union at almost 20%. 
Zambia, by contrast, is 203rd in the 
world. Clearly, although Mississippi 
is poor by US standards, it is very 
wealthy by African standards. No 
African country outranks any US 
state in per capita wealth. The pov-
erty rate in Zambia is a whopping 
58%. 
 
But if we look at factors like racism, 
Mississippi does poorly when com-
pared to modern Zambia. Zambia 
was never a colony, but rather a 
British protectorate known as North-
ern Rhodesia until 1964. Apartheid 
never existed in Zambia like it did in 
South Africa and Southern Rhodesia 
(today known as Zimbabwe). Apart-
heid is an Afrikaans word for “apart-
ness” or the legal policy of separa-
tion of the races into designated liv-
ing areas and enforced segregation 
when the races mingled. There are 
non-African Zambians, but they 
form a small minority. Zambian 
whites are known as ‘Europeans’. 
Racism as we know it in the USA is 
almost unknown in Zambia.  
 

(conclusion on page 4) 

“While the earth  
remains, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, 

winter and summer, and 
day and night shall not 

cease.”  
 

Genesis 8:22 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+8%3A22&version=NKJV
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Verse of the Month 

 
July and August – Summer Break 

 
See you in September! 

 
The Hands for Hope Ministry 
is a productive, social group 
which meets on the 4th Monday 
of each month in the Chapel 

from 10 am to noon.  We sew, knit, crochet and cre-
ate all sorts items for our congregation and others in 
our community.   
 
Recently we sponsored a drive to assist Pine Ridge 
Indian reservation and shipped everything from tote 
bags to children’s toys to dishtowels.   
 
One of our passions is helping the AIDS orphans in 
Tanzania where we send dresses, sweaters, and hats.  
We also make Days for Girls kits. 
 
We have decided to meet through the summer 
(because we really like each other) and would love 
to have you join us.  Bring a friend!   

Making new from old... 
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Father, Creator of all, thank You for summer! 
Thank you for the warmth of the sun 
and the increased daylight. 
 
Thank You for the beauty I see all around me 

and for the opportunity to be outside and enjoy Your 
creation. 
 
Thank You for the increased time I have to be with my 
friends and family, 
and for the more casual pace of the summer season. 
 
Draw me closer to You this summer. 
Teach me how I can pray 
no matter where I am or what I am doing. 
 
Warm my soul with the awareness of Your presence 
and light my path with Your Word and Counsel. 
 
As I enjoy Your creation, create in me 
a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst for You.  

Prayer of 

the Month 

A Tribute to  
Long-Time Member 

Marjorie L. Ahlstrand 
 
Marjorie, 92, of Shrewsbury, 
died Sunday, June 6th, 2021 at 
home surrounded by family. 
 
She was predeceased in 2009 
by her loving husband of 60 
years, William R. Ahlstrand. 
She leaves her two daughters 
Gail P. and her husband 
Charles F. Trippi of Shrews-

bury, and Rev. Carol L.A. Smith of Shrewsbury; a sis-
ter-in-law and best friend Martha Fiester of 
Westborough; 10 grandchildren; and 12 great-
grandchildren.  
 
Marge was a member of our church for over 60 years 
and was one of the founders of the prayer group. She 
also worked as a scout leader in the Cub Scouts and 
Girl Scouts. 
 
Her family, friends, and Christian faith were her guid-
ing forces in her life. She was fondly called "Toots" by 
much of her family. She enjoyed picnics, drive-ins, 
cooking, baking, sewing, and reading. She passed on 
most of her skills and hobbies to her children and 
grandchildren. 
 
A graveside burial service was held Wednesday, June 
9, 2021 at Mountain View Cemetery, Shrewsbury, sec-
tion GG.  

Leah Circle invites wom-
en in our church to join 
us on Monday evening, 
Sept.20, at 7:00PM in 
Gifford Hall for our 
“Fall Gathering” as we 
welcome Autumn and 
say good-bye to another 
New England summer. It 

is a perfect time to join our evening circle. We 
have several themed programs planned this year, 
in addition to helping support church and commu-
nity projects through activities like Blanche’s Pen-
nies”, preparing meals for the Care Team, hosting 
the 90th birthday celebrations etc. 
 
Hostesses for the evening are Nancy Samia and 
Sue Bourget. For more information please contact 
Sue at 508-842-2323 or rsbourget@townisp.com  

Michael and Talita Binder enjoy the children’s time  
during Sunday worship 
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A message from the Director of Music 
 

 
As we begin our summer vacations, it’s exciting to 
look forward to our plans for the fall. Shrewsbury 
Ringers, Parish Pealers, Senior Choir, Youth Ringers, 
Chimers, Youth Singers and the Training Choir will 
all be returning in September.  
 
The Arts on the Green season will kick off on Satur-
day September 25 with Chuck ‘n Mud in the gazebo at 
4pm.  
 
Here is the schedule: 
 

Shrewsbury Ringers Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 PM in the 
Sanctuary beginning September 8, 2021 
 
Parish Pealers Wednesdays 7:30-8:30 PM in the Sanc-
tuary beginning September 8, 2021 
 
Senior Choir Thursdays 7:15-8:45 PM in the Choir 
Room beginning September 9, 2021 
 
Chimers (Grades 1-5) with Elaine Shaw Fridays 3:30-
4:15 in the Chapel beginning Sept. 17, 2021 
 
Youth Singers (Gr. 5-12) Fridays 4:00-5:00 in the 
Choir Room beginning Sept. 17, 2021 
 
Youth Ringers (Gr. 6-12) with Susie Amos Sundays 
11:00-11:45 in the Sanctuary beginning Sept. 19, 2021 
 
Training Choir (Gr. 2-4) with Jennifer Shaw Sundays 
11:00-11:45 in the Choir Room beginning Sept. 19, 
2021 
 
Looking forward to making music together once 
again! 
 
Curtis 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
(conclusion) 

 
The Atlantic Slave Trade occurred thousands of miles 
away from what is today known as Zambia. Thus, no 
people of Zambian origin were brought to the Ameri-
cas as slaves.  
 
But one thing Mississippi and Zambia do have in 
common is a powerful, lively Christian faith and ro-
bust church culture. Zambia is overwhelmingly Chris-
tian at over 95% and weekly church attendance is al-
most universal. Mississippi is the most religious state 
in the Union with 83% professing Christianity and 
77% of the population claiming to be “highly reli-
gious.” Our Youth Group during its recent Mission 
Trip to the UCC’s Back Bay Mission, attended an Af-
rican American church “Praise Temple” in Biloxi, a 
Foursquare Gospel church in the Pentecostal tradition. 
Praise Temple had glorious gospel music, powerful 
preaching, and engaging, emotional worship. It 
strongly impacted our youth groups and the adult 
chaperones. In Zambia, this type of exuberant worship 
is standard, regardless of denomination. Even Catholic 
churches have music in the robust African choral tra-
dition. Worship in Zambia is always a deeply emo-
tional experience: there is sonorous singing, often  

 
 
 
in harmony; dancing; clapping; lively preaching; and 
intense praying. What is more striking is that despite 
poverty and hardship, worship in Zambia is always a 
joyful affair. So, in spite of a distance of over 8000 
miles, it was remarkable to see such similarities be-
tween the churches and the power of faith to provide 
hope, meaning, and purpose. Many members at Praise 
Temple have limited economic resources and in Zam-
bia most people in church are poor or in poverty, yet 
they possess a richness in spirit that I have seen in no 
other church setting.  It is a reminder that Christ was 
born poor and remained poor for his entire life on 
earth. While God’s grace is freely given to all, we can 
not but reflect on Christ’s closeness to the poor and 
outcast.  
 
Jesus said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is 
the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry 
now, for you will be filled. Blessed are you who weep 
now, for you will laugh.” (Luke 6:21) 
 
See you in church, 
 
Jim 
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BILOXI YOUTH MISSION TRIP SNAPSHOTS! 
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CLOTHING DONATIONS 
 
You may have heard by now that the thrift 
shop at St. Anne's is no longer accepting 
clothing and household donations and will 
be converting that space into a food pan-
try.   
 
The Mission and Outreach committee has 
decided to make monthly deliveries 
of clothing donations only (no household 
items) to Abby’s House, Jeremiah’s Inn 
and/or Veteran’s Inc.   
 
If you have any new or gently-used cloth-
ing items you wish to donate, they can be 
left in the the clothing donation bin located 
in the Sumner Room off of Cushing Hall.   
 
Please contact Lyn Tozeski at 
ltozeski@gmail.com with any questions.   
 
Thank you! 

Green  
Congregation  

Reminders 
 
Over the years the 
Earth Stewardship 
Ministry has engaged 
in resource- and ener-
gy-saving endeavors 
throughout the church 
building.  Guided by 
the Green Congrega-

tion Challenge, an SNEUCC program to encourage 
congregations to tread more lightly on God's creation, 
we have achieved Levels 1 & 2 which involved com-
pleting our choice of 24 of 36 environmental goals.  
 
There are plaques in Gifford Hall recognizing these 
accomplishments.  We are currently working on Level 
3 which includes the very major goal of the divest-
ment from fossil fuels. Happily, this goal has been 
approved! 
 

Unfortunately, a few of our earliest commitments 
have been forgotten by some building users.  We have 
three friendly reminders to keep the church on track:  
 
 Please do not bring Styrofoam products into the 

building - the production of it is toxic to the envi-
ronment and it cannot be recycled in Shrewsbury; 

 Hand soaps, dish liquids and cleaning products 
must be "green cleaners" - it is not necessary for 
you to donate soaps, as the church provides 7th 
Generation brand cleaners for which there are ma-
terial safety data sheets; 

 Please toss in the recycling bins only materials 
approved by the Town of Shrewsbury's Health De-
partment.  Approved materials may change year-to
-year, so there are guidelines in the church kitch-
en. 

 
Thank you for doing your part both at church and at 
home to reduce our collective carbon footprint and 
tread more lightly on God's creation. 

mailto:ltozeski@gmail.com
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Congratulations to the 2021 recipients of  
the Avis Kemp scholarship awards!! 

Joseph Evasius Dylan Ebers 

Blessing the Youth Group before leaving  

for the Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi. 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 
19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-845-7286 
www.fccsm.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church on The Green Newsletter 
Summer 2021 Issue 
 

 

 

Please join us on Sunday mornings at 
9:30am on the Common  

(weather-permitting, the service will 
be moved inside if needed) 

 

  

Our mission: 
 
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word, and living by Christ’s 
teachings. We are committed to reaching our through prayers, car-
ing, sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
Senior Interim Minister: Rev. Dr . J im Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 
 
Office Administrator and Property Manager: Sabina Terrades 
office@fccsm.org 
 
Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 

FCCShrewsbury 


