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A monthly newsletter from 
 

First Congregational Church  
of Shrewsbury 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

This past month 
has been an an-
swer to prayer. 
It’s an answer to 
my prayers asking 
God for vision 
and insight into 
where I would be 
called to serve in 

ministry. And it’s an answer to First 
Congregational Church’s prayers for 
new pastoral leadership. Let us give 
thanks to God for bringing us together.  
 
I’ve started in the FCCSM office and 
we’ve set up my new email address: 
pastor@fccsm.org You can also reach 
me on the phone in the church office at 
(508) 845-7286. I’ve also set up a 
google voice number where I can get 
texts or urgent calls: (781) 474-2832.  
 
If you’re someone who uses Facebook 
feel free to friend me at Rev’Holly Mil-
lerShank.  
 
If you are in need of pastoral care or 
want to connect on church business 
please use email, phone or text as I tend 
to use social media for more casual 
communications.  
 
Jonathan, Corrina and I are completely 
out of our house in Framingham and we 
are loving the parsonage, even if there 
are still some things to unpack. Corrina 
had her first day of Kindergarten at Pa-
ton Elementary on August 31st. 

My schedule isn’t quite consistent yet 
however, I will generally be in the of-
fice Tue/Wed/Thur from 9:00-2:00. 
Once I get a better sense of my routine 
I’ll set up drop-in hours for daytime 
and evening visits and appointments.  
 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who 
helped with our move and provided 

meals, your hospitality was deeply ap-
preciated.  
 
As I seek to get to know FCCSM better 
I hope to share more about myself as 
well. My favorite Bible Verse comes 
from the book of Micah chapter 4 verse 
4:  
 
“Everyone will sit under their own vine 
and under their own fig tree, and no one 
will make them afraid, for the LORD 
Almighty has spoken. All the nations 
may walk in the name of their gods, but 
we will walk in the name of the LORD 
our God for ever and ever.”  
 
This verse speaks to God’s provision, 
that every human has their own place of 
safety and sustenance, that each person 
has dignity and sufficient shelter and 
food and no one needs to live in fear. It 
also speaks of the commitment we who 
are followers of Christ make in living 
our faith daily as we walk together in 
all God’s ways.  
 
Looking forward to walking together 
with you,  
 
Pastor 
Holly 
 
 
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

 

“O sweet September, thy 
first breezes bring 

  The dry leaf’s rustle and 
the squirrel’s laughter, 

The cool fresh air whence 
health and vigor spring 

  And promise of exceeding 
joy hereafter.” 

 
George Arnold 

September Days  
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Pastor Holly’s General Schedule:  

 
Sunday: 

Worship and Fellowship 
 

Monday: 
Sabbath Day 

 
Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday: 

9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  
In the church office or  

attending to pastoral visits  
Returning for evening meetings as scheduled  

 
Friday:  

Sermon Writing Day 
 

Saturday:  
Family Day, church events as scheduled 

Marketeers  
Moment 

 
The Marketing & 
Communication 
team is excited to 
kick off the fall 

season with a full page ad in the Spirit of Shrews-
bury’s booklet (published by the Community Advo-
cate on August 31st). We are hosting expo booths at 
Northborough’s Applefest on Saturday, September 
17th and the Spirit of Shrewsbury on Saturday, Sep-
tember 24th. Sabina is coordinating the parade float 
on Sunday, September 25th. We also hope to have a 
table at the Church Fair on Saturday, November 5th.  
 
A large show of support at all of these wonderful 
community events would boost our marketing ef-
forts! We invite you to stop by to chat with us, be-
hind our tables, as we all greet and welcome 
strangers from the community. You are cherished 
and belong, and we want to share that feeling of 
belonging with the wider world.  
 
Members, visitors, friends and strangers are encour-
aged to strike up conversation during coffee hour 
and any church related events about Instagram, Face-
book and social media with the younger generation. 
Post a picture of yourself along with a caption men-
tioning First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 
while you are in the church building or at any of our 
external events!  

(Note: Remember to responsibly post pictures of 
others only with their permission.) 

 
Contact Amanda Durkin 508-277-1699   
durkin.amanda@gmail.com or Facebook Messen-
ger to get involved. 

Thank you, Sue Phyfe, for cleaning our chandelier!! 

Mark your calendar and save the date! 
Social Circles will be sponsoring a theater trip to see 

the musical Jesus Christ Superstar on 

 Saturday, April 29 at 2pm  
Tickets will be around $60. 

 
More details coming in the next few months.  

mailto:durkin.amanda@gmail.com
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SUNDAY MORNING GREETERS 
  
Would you like a fun job in the Church? Would 
you like to do something very important that 
does not involve a meeting, or preparation or 
orientation? If so, would you consider being a 
greeter on an occasional Sunday morning? What 
you would be asked to do would be to arrive on 
your given Sunday at 9AM, greet people as they 
enter the sanctuary, hand out the Sunday bulle-
tins, and thank them for coming to wor-
ship. Your responsibility ends at the beginning 
of the service so you would be able to sit with 
your family or friends. We would like to put to-
gether a list of potential greeters that we would 
be able to call upon. Even if you would like to 
do it once a year, please just let me know. 

 
It is a wonderful way to get to know people who are worshipping with us. And it makes people feel good to be 
personally greeted. Please let me know if you would be interested by contacting me at dasrusl@charter.net.  

Thank you.  Sue Russell 

Join us on 

Saturday, October 22, 2022  
from 1pm to 3pm 

 
For a 

Surviving an Incident of Violence 
Parish Training 

  
Blue-U Training Consultants will be returning after 
their September 2000 course (attended by 80 local 

community church members) for an updated “armed 
intruder” workshop. Training will include actual cases where congregations confronted armed intruders and 
bought precious time until police arrived. How to recognize individuals intent on violence and how to safely 

preserve calm until police arrive. Blue U was recommended by our insurance company and the Massachusetts 
Conference. 

All women of the church 
are cordially invited to our 
Leah Circle meeting on 
Monday September 19 at 
7:00 PM in the Youth 
Room. 
 
We look forward to gath-
ering for fellowship and 
discussing plans for No-
vember’s church fair. It’s 

a great time to join our group. 
 
Please contact Sue Bourget if you would like more in-
formation at 508-842-2323 or rsbourget@townisp.com 

Thank you, Middle 

School Youth 

Group, for the 

beautiful sunflow-

ers planted on the 

steps in front of 

the office in honor 

of Ukraine, and 

woe to the vandal 

groundhog who 

ate some of them! 



Page [4]  

 

A Message from the Director of Music 
 
This summer, a group of handbell ringers from First 
Congregational Church joined musicians from all over 
New England for the Handbell Musicians of America 
Area One Festival Conference. For four days we attend-
ed classes, rehearsed together and played a concert to-
gether on Sunday June 26. The event took place at the 
beautiful University of Hartford campus in West Hart-
ford, CT. 
 
It was a joy working with the directors as they led a 
gymnasium full of handbell ringers. Conducting such a 
large group is not an easy task. In my advanced con-
ducting class, I worked to hone my conducting skills. In 
the repertoire reading class, we spent an hour sight-
reading new handbell repertoire. It’s a great way to get 
to know new music quickly. I also learned how to get 
the required legal permission to arrange existing songs. 
New apps and websites now exist to make this process 
so much simpler. I also took a bell maintenance class to 
refresh my mechanical knowledge of handbells. In the 
Traveling Four in Hand class, we learned how to play a 
whole octave of bells with just two hands. Four in Hand 
is handbell lingo that means one picks up two bells with 
one hand. If you do this with both hands, you now have 
four bells in your hands. 
 
As you can see, it was a busy four days. I’m looking 
forward to Area One Festival Conference for next year. 
It will take place over three days, from June 23-25, 
2023. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Curtis 

Have you seen Les Misérables? Even if you have 
seen this inspiring show, it is worth seeing again! A 
touring production is coming to the Providence Per-

forming Arts Center in November. If you would 
like to see the show on Saturday, November 12 at 
2PM, please email me at tlporter@townisp.com, 
call or text me at 774-275-0319 or catch me in 

church. If enough people are interested, I will try to 
get discounted group tickets and I will arrange for a 
bus to take us from the church parking lot to the 

doors of PPAC with a return immediately after the 
show. (Veterans of our past theater trips will tell 
you that the ride to and from the theater is almost as 

much fun as the show!) The estimated cost per per-
son, which includes the show and the bus is $120 
per person. For those interested, we can at my 

house and order Chinese food after we return. 
Please respond by August 31…tickets are going 
fast. 

 
Our Church Bell is working again!  

Ringing each hour on the hour!! 
  

And the people of God say... 
hallelujah!!! 
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NEW CHURCH  

SIGN COMPLETED!! 
 

We thank the Gifford Trust for their generous grant that 
made the design and construction of this sign possible. 

CHURCH FAIR 
 
Tables are being finalized for the church fair (to be held on November 5) - we 
have a Christmas table, hand made gifts by Hands for Hope, Jewelry, Jams & Jel-
lies table along with the Silent Auction.  We need a group or ministry for the lunch 
and the coffee/breakfast items and also someone to help with the jewelry table.  If 
you have any other ideas for tables or can help with the ones already planned, 
please contact Sandi Regnier at 508-842-4141. 
 
Christmas Table - We are bringing back the Christmas table at the fair this year 
and will be collecting items.  We are asking for nice Christmas items such as orna-
ments, decorations, table items, etc  in excellent condition that someone else can 
use and will treasure.  Have some things in your attic or basement that you just 
don't use anymore?  Contact Linda Russell at lindaruss25@gmail.com. 

Congratulations 

Rachel and  

Curtis on the 

birth of  

handsome  

baby boy  

Elliott!! 
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NEWS!! 
 
We are thrilled 
to welcome 
April Mullins, 
our new Interim 
Christian Edu-
cation Director! 

 
April was the Youth Group 
leader and a Sunday School 
teacher and brings lots of ex-
perience and enthusiasm to 
the position. 
 
You can reach April 
at cedirector@fccsm.org or 

774-253-3933  
 
CALLING ALL CHILDREN! 
  
Come Join us in the FCC Kid's Zone (previously 
known as Sunday School) 
Starting September 18th, right after the Children's 
message 
Explore the Bible through Games, Art, Community 
We will have age-appropriate activities for all chil-
dren grades Preschool through 6th Grade. 

7 and 8th grades are invited to come and help with the 
younger children. 
Call or email the office or April for the registration 
forms. 
 
CALLING ALL ADULTS! 
 
Volunteers Needed to help make our new FCC Kid's 
Zone successful! 
I'm looking to form a team of adult helpers that can 
rotate as helpers through the year.  
No experience necessary.  All Materials provided' 
Many hands make light work! 
 
We need helpers for all ages: Nursery, Preschool, 
Grades K-6 
Come play with us! Please contact April Mullins at 
CEDirector@fccsm.org 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR NURSERY 
CARE! 
 
We need one person to provide nursery care during 
each Sunday service. If you can provide care on Sun-
day, please email the office@fccsm.org. There will be 
two of you providing care. (You can watch the service 
online later.) 
Contact April if interested. 

Everyone loves a parade!! 

The church will participate in the Spirit of Shrewsbury 

parade on Sunday, September 25, at 12pm, with our 

own float!! Curtis will lend us his sailboat and trailer 

to celebrate our 300th anniversary while “sailing 

ahead to another 300 years” and fish for men!! 

We need people to ride the float and wave and march-

ers who will give away bags of coloring books and 

crayons to the children and 300th events flyers to the 

people along the way. Loads of fun for all! 

Contact the office for more info (office@fccsm.org or 

508-85-7286) 

Guest Speakers for Hospice and End of Life Resources  
  
Do you have questions about hospice and end of life resources for patients and their fami-
lies? Would you like to become a volunteer?  Martha Circle will be having guest speakers 
Jennifer Fenuccio & her coworker Tina from Brookhaven Hospice to speak on these topics 
on September 21st at 11:30 A.M. in the church’s chapel. All are welcome to join us. 

mailto:cedirector@fccsm.org
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Church Picnic on the Common! 
 

Sunday, September 11,  
after the 11am service 

 
Order a Panera Boxed Sandwich Lunch ($15) 

or 
Bring your own picnic 

 
You must sign up by Wednesday, Sept. 7! 

 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904054fada92ea4f58-annual 

  

Note the service on that day will be at 11, 
not 9:30am!! 

 
Outdoor worship will end on that day! 

A Different Type of Worship Service… 
 
On August 14th, we welcomed guest preacher Rev. 
Sabina Terrades and praise band Isaiah and the Preachers 
for an introduction to a contemporary service. The band 
shared many original songs with us and will be back for a 
concert next year as part of our 300th anniversary celebra-
tion!! Their play contemporary Christian music with 
sounds of gospel, country and rock! 
 
A CD is coming out soon (some of you asked…). 
 
In the interim, you can enjoy the service on YouTube! 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 
19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-845-7286 
www.fccsm.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church on The Green Newsletter 
September 2022 Issue 
 

 

Please join us on Sunday 
mornings at 

9:30am 
 

  

Our mission: 
 
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word, and living by Christ’s 
teachings. We are committed to reaching our through prayers, car-
ing, sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
Senior Minister: Rev. Holly MillerShank 
pastor@fccsm.org 
 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 
 
Interim Christian Education Director: April Mullins 
cedirector@fccsm.org 
 
Church Administrator and Property Manager: Sabina Terrades 
office@fccsm.org 
 
Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 

FCCShrewsbury 


