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“October, baptize me 
with leaves! Swaddle me 
in corduroy and nurse 
me with split pea soup. 

October, tuck tiny candy 
bars in my pockets and 
carve my smile into a 
thousand pumpkins.  

O autumn! O teakettle!  
O grace!” 

 
Rainbow Rowell  

 
Save the Date!! 

 
October 23, 6pm: 

Spooktaculaaar! 
(rain date: October 30) 

 

In All 
Things 
Charity 
 
“In essen-
tials unity, 
in non-
essentials 
liberty, in 
all things 
charity.”  
Rupertus 
Meldenius 
(1582-1651) 
 

The German Lutheran pastor, theo-
logian and linguist, Peter Meiderlin 
(Latinized as Rupertus Meldenius) is 
an obscure figure today, lost to his-
tory. He was not famous in his own 
day, but he was highly regarded as a 
theologian and expert on languages. 
He was born in the village of 
Oberacker, which today is part of 
the town of Kraichtal, near the Black 
Forest, in southwest Germany. To-
day, it is part of the German state of 
Baden-Württemberg. He was a pro-
fessor at the University of Tübingen 
and later at Augsburg.  He was an 
orthodox Lutheran, but he also be-
lieved that different Christian de-
nominations should coexist peace-

fully and in unity. He advocated that 
the Lutheran and Reformed church-
es focus on what they hold in com-
mon rather than their differences. In 
a way, our United Church of Christ 
denomination, which has both Re-
formed and Lutheran heritage, is a 
spiritual ancestor of Meldenius. 
What he is most famous for is this 
sentence in one of his works:  Verbo 
dicam: Si nos servaremus in nece-
sariis Unitatem, in non-necessariis 
Libertatem, in utrisque Charitatem, 
optimo certe loco essent res nostrae. 
[“In a word, I'll say it: if we preserve 
Unity in essentials, Liberty in non-
essentials, and Charity in both, our 
affairs will be in the best position.”] 
This resulted in the phrase quoted 
above: “In essentials unity; in non-
essentials liberty; and in all things 
charity.” In this case, “charity” 
means love (the word’s original 
meaning). But poor Meldenius could 
not get the credit! For many dec-
ades, his famous saying has been 
wrongly attributed to St Augustine 
of Hippo (and Augustine’s own be-
liefs would not have allowed it).  

 
(conclusion on page 4) 
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A Message from the Director of Music 
 

The year was 1900. First Congregational Church of 
Shrewsbury was in need of a replacement for the pipe 
organ. The church contracted with W. B. D. Simmons 
of Cambridge, MA to build a small two manual (or 
keyboard), 14 rank pipe organ and install it at the front 
of the Sanctuary. The cost: $1,000. 
 
Fast forward to 1958 and the Simmons organ was in 
need of refurbishment or replacement. The soft lamb-
skin leather used in organ building usually lasts about 
50-60 years. This time, the church contracted with 
Casavant Frères of Saint-Hyacinthe, Quebec to build a 
three manual, 27 rank pipe organ and install it in the 
balcony at the rear of the Sanctuary. The cost: 

$29,800. A price that was nearly 30 times the cost of 
the organ from 1900. 
Fast forward to today and the replacement cost of the 
Casavant organ is $1 million. That is nearly 34 times 
the cost of the organ in 1958. Rather than spend $1 
million on a new instrument, I am currently in talks 
with Casavant and Czelusniak et Dugal to rebuild the 
organ. 
 
Casavant Frères did a wonderful job of fitting thou-
sands of pipes into a very small space. The pipe room 
located behind the screen in the balcony is one of the 
reasons the organ is in such good condition after 63 
years. The room has no exterior walls and is therefore 

not severely affected by humidity and temperature 
swings. Humidity swings in particular cause the 
wooden pipes and wind chests to swell and then 
shrink, and can eventually cause cracking. In contrast 
to the pipe room, the main wind reservoir for the or-
gan is located in the basement, in a small closet off of 
the choir room. This is a rather humid environment. 
Consequently, the leather on the main reservoir failed 
in 2018 and was refurbished by Czelusniak et Dugal. 
While the well-insulated pipe room is an advantage 
for longevity of wood and leather, it is a disadvantage 
when rebuilding. Usually, pipe organs are rebuilt in 
stages. The pipes for one manual are removed and the 
wind chests and reservoirs are rebuilt while leaving 
the two other manuals playable. The very crowded 
pipe room has only one door. Accessing the wind 
chests and reservoirs furthest from the door requires 
removal of the pipes and wind chests closest to the 
door. Once removed, it would be more cost effective 
to rebuild all of the wind chests and reservoirs before 
reinstalling. 
 
In the three years that I’ve known Bill Czelusniak, I 
have learned so much about organ maintenance. Even 
though I had classes in college on organ history and 
design, I anticipate even more discoveries as this ex-
citing project gets underway. I will fill you in on the 
highlights as we embark on this incredible journey to 
rebuild the Casavant Frères Opus 2446 for our 300th 
anniversary of the First Congregational Church of 
Shrewsbury in 2023. We can help ensure that this 
beautiful instrument will be around for the 350th anni-
versary in 2073. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Curtis 

Can you find the organ craftsman in this photo? Hint: His name is 
Josh. He works for Czelusniak et Dugal and was asked to crawl  

under the swell division wind chest to inspect the swell division wind 
reservoir.  
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Our hands have been very busy during this entire pandemic, but especially 
since things have begun to open up. We resumed our meetings in January, re-
locating from the Parlor to the Chapel, which allowed for better social distanc-
ing.  We knitted, crocheted, sewed and created 7 large boxes of items that 
were shipped to the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in Porcupine, South 
Dakota.  We will be continuing to 

collect items during the autumn months.  If you are able to do-
nate, we are sending new socks, underwear, bibs, tote bags, warm 
clothing and blankets.  They may be left on the stage in a pre-
marked bin. 
 
Be on the lookout for our “Blessing” Sunday in October!  We 
will, once again, hang our creations to be sent to Tanzania, from 
the balcony during the 9:30 a.m. service.  This year, we plan to 
show you a brief video about the improvements in the villages of 
Kagera. When we joined in this mission, there were around 
200,000 orphans who needed simple clothing. Those numbers are 
way down at this time, and the Tumaini Fund (whom we support) has contributed in a huge way. 
 
Won’t you join our group? We meet on the fourth Monday of each month, in the Chapel from 10 a.m. until 
11:30 a.m.  Most often, we share such great conversations that we rarely leave on time.  

Lord, there have been trials and tough times in the past month. But, you 
have led me all the way. You have fought my battles. I thank you from 
the depth of my heart. Lord, fill my lips with thanksgiving and praise of 
the great works you have done, all throughout this new month of October. 
 
“James 1:2-3 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter vari-
ous trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” 

Prayer of the Month 

September 26  

90th Birthday  

Celebration  
 

Betsy Giles  

and  

Dave Russell  

received cupcakes from 

Elaine Shaw. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
(conclusion) 

 
It has also been attributed to John Wesley and to sev-
eral others. The beloved and progressive Pope John 
XXIII quoted in with approval in a speech in 1959, 
but he did not attribute it as it was still unknown who 
wrote it.  
 
In the 21st century, the issues that most divides the 
Christian churches are human sexuality and gender 
identity. This issue has literally divided the United 
Methodist Church – which is splintering into different 
denominations. It often takes on a geographic charac-
ter with churches in the Global North (wealthy, indus-
trialized countries) moving towards inclusion of 
LGBT+ persons, while in the Global South (especially 
Africa) there is open hostility and rejection. Churches 
and governments in Eastern Europe and the Russian 
Federation have also expressed varying degrees of in-
tolerance.  
 
Meldenius wrote his peaceful words during the Thirty 
Years War (1618-1648), a horrific sectarian war, that 
killed between 4.5 to 8 million people in Central Eu-
rope with parts of Germany losing half of its popula-

tion. As an Open and Affirming (ONA) church, we 
have voted over a year ago to take Meldenius’s words 
to heart. We are united in what is essential: the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and its radical inclusion of all people. 
We offer liberty in what is non-essential: no one is 
required to believe in any creed apart from wishing to 
follow Jesus as that person’s conscience dictates. 
Above all, being ONA means we do all things in love 
– loving those who differ from us; loving those who 
may even offend us; or who hold opinions that sharply 
differ from our own. In this, Meldenius would be 
pleased. 
 
Paul reminds us that “for freedom Christ has set us 
free” (Galatians 5:1 ESV). But this freedom is always 
rooted in love: “By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one anoth-
er.” (John 13:35 ESV). “Unity, Liberty, and Love” – 
what better motto could a Christian church have? May 
these qualities always be celebrated by us – for they 
are divine gifts. 
 
See you in church, 
 
Jim 

 
Our Sunday 
School morn-
ings begin to-
gether in wor-
ship in the 
sanctuary at 
9:30 a.m. The 
children are 

called forward for a Children’s Message delivered by 
the Pastor. Following the Children’s Message, they 
leave to go to their classrooms until worship is over 
and they are picked up their family.  Middle school 
students leave at the end of their class and join their 
families during coffee hour. 
 
In person Sunday School started on September 
19th.  We had 11 students our first day and they are 
looking forward to seeing more of their friends as we 
move forward this fall.  All lessons include a Bible 
story, discussions, and activities at grade level.   
Classes currently include Pre-School & Kindergarten, 
Grades 1 through 4, and Middle School Grades 5 
through 8. 
 
Sunday School is held weekly with the exception of 
Holiday weekends.  There will be no Sunday School 

on October 10th, November 28th, and December 
26th.      
 
Sunday School teachers for our first fall session  are 
Michael Binder and Ken Ward, (CE Chairperson), 
Middle School.  April Mullins and George Horestra, 
Grades 1-4.   Rosemary Horestra Pre-School & 
K.   Volunteers to fill in include  Dave Russell, Rob-
erta Jelinch, and Jean Feldkamp. We need more vol-
unteers as our safe church policy requires two adults 
per classroom and we have the whole Sunday School 
year to staff.  Please consider volunteering.  All cur-
riculum and materials are provided and ready for use 
on Sunday morning. 
  
Currently all students and teachers wear masks and no 
food or drink is provided. 
 
Sunday School Registration Forms can be found on 
the table in the back of the sanctuary or emailed to 
you by the church office. 
The joy of working with our Sunday School children 
is amazing, rewarding, and enjoyable. 
  
Deb DelDotto, Interim Sunday School Director and 
Sunday School Teacher for 28 years 
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Do you have  
skeletons  

in your closet? 
 
Arts on the Green is looking 
for life-sized skeletons to borrow as part of the decorations for its upcoming 
Spooktacular event, October 23. 
 
If you have a skeleton or two from your Halloween collection that you can lend for 

a couple of days, please contact Jennifer Shaw at jiffer2@townisp.com or at Sunday worship. 

THE SOUNDS OF THE PARKINSON’S 
CHORUS ARE BACK! 

 
After an 18-month hiatus, the Parkinson’s Chorus 
has returned to the Church, and our Music Director, 
Curtis Smith, is the new Director of the Chorus. 
 
At our first session on Monday, September 13th, we 
had an amazing 12 members of the Chorus, ten who 
were continuing members and two new members.  
We sang together with many fun and familiar songs, 
including “When You Are Smiling”, “Singin’ In the 
Rain”, “Tea for Two”, “S Wonderful”, and “Sweet 
Caroline”. 
 
Yes, we did wear masks. We gave each participant 
an N95 or duckbill mask that does not touch the 
mouth but still provides protection. These masks will 
be available at each session. It was different, but it 
didn’t stop us from singing. 
 
The Parkinson’s Chorus meets each Monday morn-
ing from 10:30 until 12:00 noon in Gifford Hall. It is 
open to persons with Parkinson’s, family members, 
and other caregivers. You don’t have to be able to 
sing. All you need is a desire to sing and enjoy time 
with others who like to sing. We will welcome you 
with a warm greeting and a songbook. 

The FCC booth at the Spirit of Shrewsbury Festival. 
Sharing our ONA status and ministries. 

CLOTHING DONATIONS 
 
The Mission and Outreach committee has decided to 
make monthly deliveries of clothing donations on-
ly (no household items) to Abby’s House, Jeremiah’s 
Inn and/or Veteran’s Inc.   
 
If you have any new or gently-used clothing items you 
wish to donate, they can be left in the the clothing do-
nation bin located in the Sumner Room off of Cushing 
Hall.   
 
Please contact Lyn Tozeski at ltozeski@gmail.com 
with any questions.   
 
Thank you! 

mailto:ltozeski@gmail.com
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The Historians have 
been consistently work-
ing on “behind-the-
scenes” projects. We 
are uncovering old pic-
tures looking for the 
best events and stories 
of our history through 
photographs.  
 
Our “History Stair-
case,” which was ap-
proved by Council in 
June, is progressing 
nicely. Our 1766 pieces 
have been mounted and 

our pew has been shortened. We are excited about pre-
senting this upon its completion!  
 
A serious inventory of our church documents has be-
gun. We are digging for that special, untold story that 
may be hidden in our records. We are grateful for each 
member of our group and we encourage any of you 

who’d like to join us in our efforts, to do just that! We 
don’t know how this job could have rested on the 
shoulders of only one historian in the past!  
 
Our church has been gifted with a copy of an original 
painting done by one of our members in 1955. One 
copy resides in the Pastor’s office, and the other pres-
ently hangs in the entry hallway, as it approaches 
Gifford Hall. A small gold plaque has been placed on 
the bottom of the frame with the artist’s name on it.   
  
We have begun working on a searchable database of 
baptisms, marriages, deaths, confirmation and new 
members. We have about 33 years complete at this 
time. No, we will definitely never get the remaining 
266 years done, but it’s a nice thought!  
 
Please check with any of us if you’d like to join us in 
our efforts!  
 
Elaine Shaw, Susannah Baker, Nancy Burnett, Jane 
Farina, Jenn Shaw, Sherry Robertson, Linda Russell 
and Carol Baker  

Report from the  

Our Story Ministry  

SCARECROWS ON THE COMMON 
The 5*2*8" (aka Middle School Youth Group) made a scarecrow 
for the Spirit of Shrewsbury's Scarecrows on the Common. Her 
name is Debra and she represents the cleaning people who have 
been working to keep things safe and sanitary during this time of 
Covid-19.  

 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Paul Adkins will be  
visiting us and preach on  

Sunday, October 17,  
at the 11am service  

 
(9:30am if the weather does not cooperate!).  

 
 

The Debbie and Paul Adkins will also be  
awarded during the service.  

Sunday 

October 17 

11am  
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"Coffee Hour" resumed in September!! 
 
(Though with the constraints of Covid-19, it will be more 
like "Coffee Half-Hour"!). 
 
Coffee will be prepared in the kitchen, but served after the 
9:30 service outside in the parking lot near the side entrance 
(across from the Historical Society). Since it is outdoors, 
masks are optional. It is hoped that folks attending the 11 
a.m. service might arrive early to socialize with those from 
the earlier service. At 11 a.m. the remaining coffee & drinks 
will be moved to a table on the Common. 
 
On those Sundays when the weather is poor, it doesn't make 
sense to serve coffee outside. It will be served in Gifford 
Hall instead, immediately after the indoor service. Masks 
will need to be worn, though you may carefully slip the 
mask aside to sip your drink.  
 
See you in the parking lot! 

Vigil 

Remembering Victims and  

Survivors of Domestic Violence 
 

An Invitation to Raise Awareness 
about Domestic Violence in Our Community 

 
Date: Wednesday, October 13, 2021 
Time: 6:30-7:15pm 
Place: Shrewsbury Town Common  
  (corner of Main St./Rt. 140) 
 No rain location (the vigil will be can-

celed if there is inclement weather) 
 

Supported by ADVISE  
Against Domestic Violence in Shrewsbury  

Education Project 
For additional details and updates on this event, 

call (508) 842-0056. 

Celebration of the marriage of  Pastor Jim and Tom 
Matarazzo during the September 26 service. 

Mx. Isabella Montalvo beautifully sang “Somewhere” 
from the musical “West Side Story”, and Edith Piaf’s 

“La Vie en Rose” in French and English!. 

St Francis Celebration 
Sunday October 10 at 11:00 AM  

 
Ponies will be blessed! Bring your own pets!! 
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October installment of Earth Care 
tips from Earth Stewardship. 

 
Winter is coming… 
 
The colder months are almost upon us and there are 
some great October Earth Care tips to help save on 
energy costs as we start to “test” the heating system. 
This is the tenth in the series of monthly messages 
from Earth Stewardship outlining weekly tips for 
Earth Care. Many of the tips are adapted from “52 
Ways To Care for Creation” from Creation Justice 
Ministries. Please consider adopting one tip per week 
to help protect God’s Creation. 
 
• Oct. 3 – 9: Perhaps the simplest way to save on 

energy in the colder months is to simply wear 
more clothing and turn the thermostat down. Wear 

a sweater, warmer pants, and 
cozy socks, and you will almost 
certainly find that you don’t 
need to turn the thermostat up 
as high. 
 
• Oct. 10 – 16: Let the sun-
shine in! There might be less of 
it in winter, but open the blinds, 
shades, and drapes on the sunny 
side(s) of the house to help 

warm up your home during the day. Close them at 
night to keep that warmth inside. 

 
• Oct. 17 – 23: Make sure your heating system is 

tuned up so that it operates as efficiently as it was 
designed to do. If your system is nearly kaput, 
consider having an energy-efficient system in-
stalled. The newer mini-split air source heat pump 
systems are among the most efficient on the mar-
ket. Got to https://neep.org/sites/default/files/
resources/ASHP_buyingguide_5.pdf  for more in-
formation. 

 
• Oct. 24 – 30: Do you have any drafty windows? 

Fortunately, there are a lot of ways to stop those 
drafts from stealing your heat. Got to https://
www.thisoldhouse.com/insulation/21097133/easy-
fixes-for-drafty-windows-and-doors for some tips 
from “This Old House” show. 

Mustard Seed Ministry                   
  
Would you like to help make a difference in the 
lives of those in our community? You can by volun-
teering a few hours of your time.  Our Church is 
scheduled to provide evening dinners for Mustard 
Seed on the first Wednesday of these months: January, 
March, April, May, September, November, and De-
cember. Mustard Seed is a soup kitchen that provides 
evening dinners on weekdays to anyone in a need of a 
meal.    
  
Volunteer:  
  
* Be part of a team of 5 Cooks who work in our 
church’s kitchen from 2:30 pm to 5pm preparing the 
Meat Loaf ~ Baked Beans ~ Mashed Potatoes ~ Green 
Beans Casserole ~ dinner. Have fun preparing this 
meal with others who enjoy cooking.  
  
* Be one of the 6 Bakers each making or buying 36 
cookies and bring them to the church’s kitchen by 
4:15pm on the day of the scheduled meal. You can 
also bring your cookies the night before from 6pm – 

8:30pm. Please label your cookies “For Mustard 
Seed”.    
  
* Be part of a team of 4 Servers to pick up the hot 
meatloaf dinner from our church’s kitchen at 4:45 pm 
and transport it to Mustard Seed at 93 Piedmont 
Street, Worcester.  Mustard Seed‘s serving counter has 
a plexi-glass across its’ full length with an opening on 
the bottom for the servers to pass the meal to the din-
ers. If you only want to deliver the meal then please 
note this when signing up, any help is welcome.   
  
Volunteer Openings:  
    
November 3, 2021          
(5) Cooks, (6) Bakers, (4) Servers  
 
December 1, 2021          
(5) Cooks, (6) Bakers, (4) Servers  
  
To join, just sign up online at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-
mustard1 
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Verse of the Month 

Congratulations to 

Pastor Jim and Tom 

On their Wedding!! 
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The Keepers have had a very busy summer in prepara-
tion for our fabulous “reopening” this past September. 
 
Our Sunday School classrooms were moved from the 
second floor to the lower level. Floors were washed, 

rugs shampooed, shelving was re-
painted, toys sanitized, all result-
ing in refreshed fun classrooms! 
 
A lovely shelf was built for the 
Historian’s office and looks quite 
elegant with the crystal candela-
bra’s in place. A 4-drawer file was 
relocated to provide more storage 
for our important historical docu-

ments. 
 
The outside groups that use our lovely church are al-
ways seeking storage space, so closets were cleaned 
out and reorganized to provide such storage. Some 

white cabinets were purchased for Cush-
ing Hall and have provided additional 
storage for these groups. The Aprende 
Spanish Immersion School is presently 
using our prior conference room for their 
students.   
 
A new conference room space has been 
created for our church family and groups 
to use, which is now located in the 
“Study Hall” just off the Youth Room on 
the second floor.  A new coat of paint 
which blends in with the “Theater Room” 
décor has improved the look of the space, 
which is equipped with a white board, 
markers and generous seating for all. If 
you find the Adkins Room occupied, feel 
free to try out this new space. 
 
New racks to hold our new black chairs 
and our new black tables were purchased 
for Cushing Hall.  They roll so much eas-
ier than the old ones and look better also. 
 
If you have the opportunity, take a walk 
through the Pastor’s office (Lynne’s old 
office), check out the fresh colors, an ar-
chitectural detail for the display of paint-
ings, and a copy of an original painting 
done by one of our church members back 
in 1955.  Read her story while you are 
there! 
 
If you stop by the Chapel, feel free to sit 
in one of our recently shampooed chairs.  
You can choose whichever one you’d 
like.  They all sparkle! 
 
…and the beat goes on!  You never know 
what you’re going to find us doing.  Nei-
ther do we!! 
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Arts on the Green September Concert 
 

Chuck and Mud and the Hole in the Dam Band 
 
Chuck and Mud Demers. Sten Gustavson on keyboards, Walter Crockett on lead acoustic guitar, Bob Dick on 
stand-up bass, and Matt Cassell on drums. 
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Please join us on Sunday mornings at 
9:30am (indoors)  

and 11am (outdoors)  
(weather-permitting) 

 

  

Our mission: 
 
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word, and living by Christ’s 
teachings. We are committed to reaching our through prayers, car-
ing, sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
Senior Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. Jim Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 
 
Interim Sunday School Director: Deb DelDotto 
sundayschool@fccsm.org 
 
Church Administrator and Property Manager: Sabina Terrades 
office@fccsm.org 
 
Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 

FCCShrewsbury 


