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A monthly newsletter from 
 

First Congregational Church  
of Shrewsbury 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

 

 

November 2021 

“Although Thanksgiving 
comes but once a year, 

every day should be  
a day of Thanks.” 

 
Monique Hammond  

Mark the Date!! 
 

New England Ringers 
Concert 

December 4th at 7pm!! 

The Problem of Civic Cruelty in 

America 

You shall not take vengeance or 

bear a grudge against any of your 

people, but you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

Leviticus 19:18 

As most of you know, I moved over-
seas in March 2007 to work in Lon-
don. What I thought would be a 6 to 
12-month assignment ended up be-
ing over 11 years of living in the 
United Kingdom. At the time of my 
departure, George W. Bush was 
president. During my time in the 
UK, Barack Obama become presi-
dent in 2009. The America I left 
seemed to be transforming for the 
better as a more inclusive nation. In 
2015, the Supreme Court of the 
United States struck down all state 
bans against same-sex marriage. 
Marriage equality was now the law 
of the land. I never expected to see 
this happen in my lifetime. 
 
However, I noticed a shift both in 
the UK and in the USA in 2016. In 
the UK, the great experiment known 
as the European Union (EU) was 

being challenged by those who ad-
vocated for a “Brexit” or British exit 
from the EU. Much of the rhetoric 
of the “Brexiteers” was based on 
nostalgia for the former British Em-
pire and a desire to take back control 
from the meddlesome EU minions in 
Brussels. But above all, there was a 
strongly anti-immigrant angle to 
Brexit.  Leaving the EU would end 
freedom of movement of people be-
tween the UK and the rest of the EU 
(except Ireland) – and this was a top 
priority for the Brexiteers. The Brit-
ish Government unwisely launched 
a referendum on the EU to end the 
debate. This was done largely to ap-
pease the Brexiteers in the Con-
servative Party which was in power 
in Parliament. Most, including the 
Prime Minister, assumed most vot-
ers would choose to remain in the 
EU. However, in June 2016 a slim 
majority voted for Brexit. The Prime 
Minister resigned. After a bitter di-
vorce, the UK withdrew from the 
EU on January 31, 2020. The results 
of this, especially the negative eco-
nomic impact, will last for 10-20 
years.  
 

(conclusion on page 4) 
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A Message from the Director of Music 
 

Lessons in Teamwork 
  
We have just pulled our sailboat out of the water after 
the final sail of the season. The mast has to come 
down to get ready for road transport. My sister, my 
wife Rachel and I make an efficient team undoing the 
rigging and lowering the mast. A man driving by in a 
pickup truck stops to chat. He is impressed with our 

efficiency. “You don’t even talk while you’re doing 
that,” he says. “You all have a job to do and you just 
make it happen.” At the beginning of the season, we 
weren’t exactly the poetry in motion that we are 
now. Having completed this task after every sail, we 
have now become quite deft at it.  
 

Something similar happens every Sunday at our out-
door service. I’ve enjoyed working with Rachel, 
Ben, Kathi and a rotating team of deacons to make 
service happen outside. We’ve recently added coffee 
outside and the Training Choir now rehearses outside 
in the courtyard. It’s a magical to watch this take 
shape. Most of this happens during the 9:30 service 
while Jim is preaching a sermon and other volunteers 
are reading a story to the kids in Sunday school.   
My favorite part about vocal choir and the  
handbell choir is the teamwork. You’re relying on 
everyone else in the group to contribute towards a 

common goal. I encourage you 
to experience this for yourself by 
serving on a committee, volunteer-
ing to assist in Sunday school, or 
joining one of the various ministry 
teams or music groups.  
 
My motto as Director of Music is 
to Open Hearts, Stretch Minds and 
Build Community. We are always 
looking for more folks to join us in 
these pursuits.  
Raising and lowering the mast on 
our sailboat is not nearly as much 
fun as sailing the boat. Setting up 
for the outdoor service is not nearly 

as enjoyable as the service itself. But with the right 
team, these tasks become rewarding. We invite you to 
join in and volunteer.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Curtis 

Help Youth Group Member Bee Get to the Aspire Music Program 

Mx. Isabella "Bee" Montalvo is a senior at Burncoat High School and a youth group 
member, and also a singer, a songwriter, violinist and part time music teacher. Bee 
sang at Pastor Jim's wedding and at his wedding celebration during a recent Sunday 
service. Bee is fundraising to go to the Intensive Aspire- five-week Music Perfor-
mance program over the summer. Through this program, Bee will be able to grow as 
a musician and see what college life is like. This is an amazing opportunity and would 
be life changing for them as a performer.  

Fundraiser by Isabella Montalvo : Help Bee Get to the Aspire Music Program 
(gofundme.com)  
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BLESSING OF THE DRESSES 
 
"Blessing Sunday" for the dresses, sweaters, shorts, kerchiefs and days kits for 
Tanzania yielded the largest shipment from our congregation to date!  We cre-
ated so many items that they all didn't fit hanging from our balcony!  They 
were piled on the altar and draped over the pews.  We made and will be ship-
ping 77 dresses, 93 sweaters, 32 pairs of shorts, 26 Izzy dolls, 15 scarves and 

19 days kits! 
 
We send out a HUGE thank you to our con-
gregation for the donations that they made 
towards our shipping charges.  Our group 
managed to use up our entire budget when we 
shipped 7 boxes out this year, to the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dako-
ta.  You, our members, rescued us again this 
time! 
Moving forward, we are in the process of 
planning a way in which we can help the peo-
ple of Haiti with some of our creations.  Ad-
ditionally, plans include teaching others in 
our congregation to knit or crochet.  We have 
had several approach us with a request to sign 
up.  Our "Free Yarn" give-away has helped 
make more room in our storage closet. 
 
During this "pandemic" year and a half our 
hands have always been busy.  We meet on 
the fourth Monday of the month, from 10 un-
til 11:30 a.m. and we have your seat re-
served!  Please come when you can! 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
(conclusion) 

 
In my native country, something similar was happening 
while I was still living in the UK. The presidential election 
campaign felt strangely similar to the Brexit campaign. The 
partisan politics had a toxicity and even cruelty that I had 
never witnessed before. The mantra for some was to “make 
America great again” which was eerily similar to the Brexit 
campaign that sought to put the “Great back into Great 
Britain”.  
 
I come from a “mixed marriage” – my father was a card 
carrying Republican and my mother is a dyed-in-the-wool 
Democrat. Yet, their political differences never interfered 
in their 52 years of happy marriage. I don’t recall my par-
ents ever arguing about politics. In a way, the USA that I 
left, although imperfect, seemed to at least accept that you 
could be equally patriotic on either side of the aisle. Ameri-
ca has always been in a “mixed marriage” within itself – 
divided almost evenly between conservatives and progres-
sives. But the previous idea that these two groups could 
still work together for the common good seemed to unrav-
el.  
 
Upon my return, I found myself in an America I did not 
recognize. What sociologists refer to as “civic cruelty” was 
everywhere. Civic cruelty can be defined as the cultivation 
of targeted, cruel actions against one’s perceived political 
or social enemies. This was not the same as a decline in 
civility and polite discourse. This was a whole new phe-
nomenon, largely facilitated by social media. Suddenly, 
families and friendships were severed over politics often 
wrapped in religious trappings. Crude behaviors in politi-
cians that would have repulsed socially conservative Amer-
icans were no longer deemed problematic.  
 
I realize this seems like I am writing a political commen-
tary, but my interest isn’t in partisan politics. I am writing 
about the fundamental teaching that civic cruelty is forbid-
den by God. The twofold commandment to love God and 
love neighbor was deemed so important in the Bible that it 
is repeated in several places. Jesus reiterates this in the gos-
pels:  

 
One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing 
with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, 
he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 
Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:28-31) 
In Judaism and Christianity, hatred of neighbor is a griev-
ous sin. The Talmud forbids even speaking ill of one’s 
neighbor. This sin is known as Lashon hara (Hebrew:  לשון

;  הרע "evil tongue"). It is forbidden even if what you are 
saying is true. This is because if you tell negative things 
(even true ones) about your neighbor, you may incite others 
to hate him or her. You are then guilty by extension. But 
Lashon hara is now a standard part of American discourse. 
Character assassinations abound, especially on social me-
dia.   
 
Civic cruelty has become normalized in our country, and it 
is used by those on the far right and the far left of the politi-
co-social spectrum. It is sadder still than many people who 
engage in this activity deem themselves to be devout Chris-
tians. But the Church of Jesus Christ can never condone or 
even ignore civic cruelty of any kind. Every human being is 
created in the image of God and is a person of sacred 
worth. No matter how passionate our feelings about poli-
tics, policies, or causes may be, we can never engage in this 
activity and also claim to be faithful to Jesus Christ. Rather, 
we are called to do the opposite: “ But I say to you, Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so 
that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for 
he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unright-
eous.” (Matthew 5:44-45). I admit that this command-
ment is not easy and I often fail to follow it. But I 
think it is in the struggle to love those who offend that 
we find God’s grace.  
 
See you in church, 

Jim   

Hands for Hope Ministry—Free Yarn!! 
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The Marketing and Communications Committee was happy to provide 
the Church's booth at the Spirit of 
Shrewsbury Fall Festival in Sep-
tember.  Featuring a hand chime 
activity for children, the booth also 

provided print materials on all of our programs and ministries, as well as 
information regarding our ONA status. It was a beautiful day and we 
were able to reach out to many in the community to share what FCC is 
all about. Our thanks go to Curtis Smith, Rachel Smith and Suzanne Mo-
riondo for set up, Elaine Shaw, Jennifer Shaw, Ken Ward, Jim Mataraz-
zo, Jean Feldkamp and Helen Porter for greeting visitors, and Jay Sals-
giver and Tom Porter for break down. 

 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 

O Lord, with humble hearts we pray 
thy blessing this Thanksgiving Day 

and ask that at table place, where grateful folk  
say words of grace, 

that Thou will come to share the yield 
thy bounty gave to farm and field. 

We pray thy love will bless, O Lord, 
each hearth, each home, each festive board; and that 

Thy peace will come to stay where candles glow, 
Thanksgiving Day.  

 
Brian F. King  

Prayer of the Month 

I was delighted to receive the beautiful altar 

flowers, as well as many cards of encourage-

ment from friends and the Care Ministry. 

Thank you! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Florence Stowe 
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Stewardship is an active participation in the life of Jesus. A vibrant spirit of stewardship is part of the spiritual 
heritage of our church. Stewardship is, first and foremost, about God. When we’re good stewards, we recog-
nize that all of our gifts, talents and treasures, are given to us by God and are to be shared with others. Wheth-
er it be prayer, volunteer work, assistance in the Church or school, or financial support of our church and our 
ministries, we have an obligation and an opportunity to return in thanksgiving that which we have received. 
Stewardship focuses on strengthening our relationship with God and with each other. In gratitude for all that 
we are given, we are generous with our gifts — our first and best. Stewardship is our response as active partic-
ipants in the life of Jesus. 

You can pledge by cutting, completing and returning the card below or online at fccsm.org (“Give” button, top 
right). 

MY/OUR COMMITMENT TO THE CHURCH 
In grateful recognition that all our time, treasures and abilities come from 
God, I/we gladly join with others in the support of Christ’s Church. 
 
Name(s): 
______________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________ 
 
Town: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ________ 
 
Email: ___________________________ Phone: _______________ 
 
I plan to give $_________     �weekly      � monthly    � annually 
 
beginning (date and year): ___________________ for an annual total of  
 
$____________. 
 
I would like pledge envelopes     � yes     � no 
 
I understand that this commitment can be changed at any time by giving 
notice to the church treasurer. 
 
 
Signature:________________________________ 

2022 PLEDGE  

CARD  
 

Please return to the church by 
November 7, 2021 

Our beautiful 
Welcome  

Center 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Paul 
Adkins visited 
and preached 
on October 17 
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November installment of Earth Care 
tips from Earth Stewardship. 

 
This is the eleventh in the series of monthly messages 
from Earth Stewardship outline weekly tips for earth 
care. Many of the tips are adapted from “52 
Ways To Care For Creation” from Creation Justice 
Ministries. Please consider adopting these tips 
throughout the month of November to help protect 
God’s Creation.  
  
Oct. 31 - Nov. 6 If you have a fireplace, keep the 
damper closed when it’s not in use to save energy dur-
ing the winter months. An amazing amount of heated 
air from inside your home can just rise up and out the 
flue.  Your furnace has to work harder and use more 
fuel or electricity causing more greenhouse gases to be 
released.  

  
Nov. 7 - Nov. 13  Check your 
medicine cabinet(s) for expired 
or no longer needed medicines 
and dispose of them proper-
ly. Avoid flushing medicines 
and other dangerous chemicals 
in the toilet or washing them 
down the sink. Instead, use the 
drop-off kiosk at box at CVS 
(197 Boston Turnpike). They 

accept unwanted or expired over-the-counter medica-
tion and/or unwanted or expired prescription medica-
tion in tablet form or in liquid form (up to 4 ounc-
es). This will help keep our water clean and drug-free.  
  
Nov. 14 - Nov. 20 Plan to make only intentional pur-
chases on Black Friday and Cyber Monday this 
year.  If you find that leaves you with extra time, join 
the OptOutside movement by walking or hiking at a 
local park.  If you’re more adventuresome you may 
want to hike Mount Wachusett (click here for more 
information) or part of the MidState trail (click here).  
  
Nov. 21 - Nov. 27  Green up your Thanksgiving feast 
this year by using locally grown fruits and vegetables, 
a locally raised turkey (click here for locations), and 
local apple cider.  After the meal, start dreaming of a 
Green Christmas.  

Mustard Seed Ministry                   
  
Would you like to help make a difference in the 
lives of those in our community? You can by volun-
teering a few hours of your time.  Our Church is 
scheduled to provide evening dinners for Mustard 
Seed on the first Wednesday of these months: January, 
March, April, May, September, November, and De-
cember. Mustard Seed is a soup kitchen that provides 
evening dinners on weekdays to anyone in a need of a 
meal.    
  
Volunteer:  

 
Seeking volunteer drivers to deliver November 
3rd and December 8th meal service to Mustard Seed 
located at 93 Piedmont Street, Worcester.   
 
The prepared meal would be ready for pick up, from 
our church’s kitchen, at 3:30pm. Mustard Seed will 
have people there to serve the meal but you 
are welcome to stay to help if you would like.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Janet Pike (508) 842-0533 or email mrs-
bear8@msn.com.  Thank you.   

The Shrewsbury Yuletide 
Market will be taking place 
on Saturday December 4, 
2021 in the parking lot of 
the Chiampa Funeral 
Home. The approximate 
start time is 5pm with the 
switching on of the lights 
on the Common. 



Page [8]  

 

Verse of the Month 

 
TIME TO ORDER OUR MEMORIAL 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS!! 
 
 
Please use the form on page 10 and return it to the 
church. 
 
Where is the money going to? 
 
 

An Explanation of Our Memorial Funds 
In Most Need 

 
The King’s Daughters Memorial Flower Fund 

 
is used to provide flowers for the sanctuary on Sundays 
when memorial flowers are not provided by families. 

 
The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

 
provides emergency support for people in need. 

 
Youth Ministry Fund 

 
is used to raise money for our Youth Group mission trips. 

“And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples 
said to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and 
what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do 
you see these great buildings? There will not be left here 
one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.”  

Mark 13:1-2 



Page [9]  

 



Page [10]  

 



Page [11]  

 

Spooktacular!! 
Ringers!! 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 
19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-845-7286 
www.fccsm.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church on The Green Newsletter 
November 2021 Issue 
 

 

 

Please join us on Sunday mornings at 
9:30am (indoors)  

and 11am (outdoors)  
(weather-permitting) 

 

  

Our mission: 
 
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word, and living by Christ’s 
teachings. We are committed to reaching our through prayers, car-
ing, sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
Senior Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. Jim Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 
 
Interim Sunday School Director: Deb DelDotto 
sundayschool@fccsm.org 
 
Church Administrator and Property Manager: Sabina Terrades 
office@fccsm.org 
 
Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 

FCCShrewsbury 


