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A monthly newsletter from 
 

First Congregational Church  
of Shrewsbury 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

 

MAY 2021 

 

“I remember my mother’s 
prayers and they have  

always followed me.  
They have clung to me  

all my life.”  
 

Abraham Lincoln  

Coming Up... 
 

May 7th 
Plantapalooza Plant Sale 

Community Harvest Project 
 

May 9th 
Mother’s Day 

 
May 23rd 

PENTECOST! 
Confirmation Sunday 

Jazz on the Common (4pm) 
 

June 19th 
Youth Group Mission Trip 

God and Gender 
 
In 1950, the idea that Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus, was bodily taken 
up into heaven at her death was 
“dogmatically and infallibly” de-
fined for Roman Catholics by Pope 
Pius XII (1876-1958). This dogma is 
called the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. However, the 
belief that Mary was taken up to 
heaven upon her death is many cen-
turies old.  It became generally ac-
cepted by the Eighth Century and 
remains a doctrine for Catholics, 
Eastern and Oriental Orthodox 
Christians, and among some high 
church Anglicans. It seems that Pius 
XII was more interested in exercis-
ing the newer Catholic dogma of 
Papal Infallibility formulated by the 
First Vatican Council in 1870. This 
dogma states that the pope when he 
speaks ex cathedra (“from the 
throne”) with the universal intent to 
speak as “the pastor and teacher of 
all Christians on faith and morals” is 
without error in his pronouncements.  
Pius XII was the first and last pope 
to ever use this controversial dogma. 
It seems Pope Pius chose a non-
controversial belief to exercise his 
“papal infallibility” as the Assump-

tion was already universally be-
lieved by Catholics. His pronounce-
ment would be on par with 
Protestant churches declaring that 
Jesus is the Son of God – hardly 
controversial!  
 
Pius XII was the last of the tradition-
al popes. After his death, John 
XXIII (1881-1963) was elected, and 
he initiated a process of aggiorna-
mento (Italian for “updating”) the 
Roman Catholic Church. This result-
ed in the convening of the Second 
Vatican Council in 1962. Previously 
unthinkable changes happened: the 
Latin Mass gave way to Mass in the 
local language, many nuns gave up 
wearing their habits, and open dia-
logue was held with non-Catholic 
Christians and those of other faiths. 
Catholics starting singing Protestant 
hymns for the first time. 
 
Mary’s Assumption was rejected by 
the Protestant Reformers as having 
no basis in Scripture. Protestants do, 
however, accept that Enoch and Eli-
jah were taken upon into heaven be-
cause there is biblical text that de-
scribes this (Genesis 5:24 and 2 
Kings 2:11).    
(Conclusion on Page 5) 
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Hands for Hope sends a huge “Thank You” to our 
congregation for their generous donations to our Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation drive. In a little over a 
month we have shipped: 
 
 79 pair child’s underwear, 76 pair of socks/booties 
 59 hats, 57 bibs, 46 neck warmer, 27 blankets, 16 

tote Bags 
 9 Izzy Dolls, 8 small toys, 6 little bears in quilted 

bed, 6 shirts 
 3 pair mittens/gloves 2 stuffed bear and blanket 

set, 3 scarves,  
 2 dishtowels, 2 dresses  
 
These articles were knit, sewn, crocheted and pur-
chased. We also received $50 for shipping expenses. 
 
The reservation is large and its needs are immense and 
overwhelming, but with your generosity, our individu-
al donations will make a big impact on the approxi-
mately 40,000 people who live in one of the poorest 
counties (80% unemployment rate) in the entire coun-
try. Thank you. 
 
A special Thank You to 89 year old Mrs. Bennet and 
90 year old Aunt Pauline who contributed handmade 
items.  This is truly a community-based endeavor that 
will continue to grow and we welcome anyone to par-
ticipate. 

Verse of the Month 

FLOWER MINISTRY 
 
As always, thank you to all of 
you who provide the Sunday 
Service altar flowers. The fol-
lowing dates are currently 
available for 2021: 5/16, 6/27, 
7/4. 
 
Please contact Sue  
Russell dasrusl@charter.net if 
you are interested in providing 
flowers on any of these dates. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

Sat-Sat, June 19-26  

mailto:dasrusl@charter.net


Page [3]  

 

Leah Circle News 
Blanche's  
Pennies 

 
The Leah 
(Evening) Circle is 
still collecting 
Blanche's Pennies 
during COVID and 
our balance has 
gotten very 
low.  It's amazing 

how our spare change can quickly add up and every 
little bit helps!  Your donations are used for numerous 
church projects including pans for Mustard Seed, 
church needs such as tables and chairs, the youth mis-
sion trip, Outreach projects and more.  
 
Blanche's Penny jar is located in Gifford Hall, please 
drop off your pennies (or silver, or bills) in the jar 
when you are at church or they can be left at the Fi-
nance office marked "Blanche's Pennies."  
 
Thank you so much!  

2021 IHN EVENING OF HOPE  
GALA & SILENT AUCTION 

 
Mission & Outreach would like to extend a heart-
felt thank you to our church family for your most 
generous support of the 2021 IHN "Evening of 
Hope" Gala & Silent Auction.  The evening was a 
tremendous success, with our total raised reaching 
$34,000 (after processing fees), surpassing our goal 
of $30,000!!  

 
Our own Dave 
Russell, hosted 
the evening on 
March 25th, as 
we were blessed 
with a virtual 
tour of the IHN 
home on June 
Street, heartfelt 
presentations 
from Michelle 

Beavers-Nievens, Director of IHN, Rev. Aaron 
Payson & the Youth Group from the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church on Holden St. in Worcester, the 
Westboro Police Dept., several former residents of 
the IHN home on June Street, as well as our Silent 
Auction, complete with donations from our church 
members and friends.  
 
To those who continue to support the families of 
IHN through ticket sales, auction items, individual 
or corporate donations, and volunteering your time, 
we cannot thank you enough.  Your support 
makes a difference in the lives of so many! 
 
 
Lyn Tozeski & Stephanie Ambra 
2021 IHN Silent Auction Committee 
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A message from the Director of Music 
 

Starting in September 2020 a small group of Handbell 
musicians began rehearsing in a new way at FCC. Be-
cause of social distancing measures the Shrewsbury 
Ringers and Parish Pealers could not meet as they had 
in the past. We now needed six feet in between every 
player and they could no longer pass a handbell to 
their neighbor when there were too many notes to 
play. Would this even work? Would we be able to 
hear each other from one end of the Sanctuary to the 
other? The experiment began with 3 ringers in the bal-

cony and 8 ringers with tables separated on the 
first floor of the Sanctuary. It was asking a lot. It 
was now more difficult to hear your neighbor 
play. The director was farther away and therefore 
harder to see. I thank each of the ringers for mak-
ing the adjustment, for expanding their listening 
and their watching to make this work. It is hum-
bling as a musician to work for so many years on 
a skill and then suddenly drop it and try some-
thing new. There may be that voice in the back of 
the head saying this would be so much easier if 
we could be closer together and right in front of 
the director. Not once did I hear this group of 
musicians make excuses. They knew they could-
n’t change the situation so they had to adjust. 
They kept their distance and kept practicing. 
There was even the voice in the back of my head 
saying, “Is this ever going to sound good?” But 

they kept working and eventually one day it clicked. 
All that work on stretching the senses worked. My hat 
goes off to them because I know how much work it is. 
How much mental energy it requires to push beyond 
our limits. Our brains like to save energy by doing 
things the same way we’ve always done them. Getting 
out of the cycle requires effort and courage to head 
into the unknown. The unknown is not a comfortable 
place to go but it’s how we grow as musicians. Look 
for the Distance Ringers at the online and indoor ser-
vices on Music Sunday May 23. 

 
PLANTAPALOOZA PLANT SALE 

 
Once again this year, Community Harvest will be 
having their Plantapalooza plant sale.  It will continue 
to be an on-line event to ensure the safety of all staff, 
volunteers, and community members. Plant selection 
this year will include several varieties of pepper 
plants, heirloom tomato plants, squash, eggplant, cu-

cumbers, and leafy greens to name a few, as well as raspberry and blackberry bushes. The link to the on-line 
store will open to the public on Friday, May 7th  at 8AM and will continue through the week while supplies 
last.  Orders will be available for pick-up by appointment on Friday, May 14th and Saturday, May 15th at the 
Grafton farm, 37 Wheeler Rd. North Grafton, MA. Their beautiful plants are getting ready and are looking ex-
tremely healthy and growing bigger every day.   
 
If you are planning a backyard garden this year, please consider purchasing your plants from Community Har-
vest. This is one of their biggest fundraisers.  The staff at Community Harvest considers that each of their 
plants they sell has TWO harvests, the one that you will cultivate in your very own backyard and the one that 
will be cultivated at the Grafton farm that your purchase will support.  All proceeds from this event will sup-
port their mission of engaging and supporting volunteers to grow fruits and vegetables for hunger relief.  
Any questions, please call Community Harvest at 774-551-6544 or visit the Event page on their website at 
www.community-harvest.org.  Thank you. 
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(From the Pastor’s Desk—Conclusion) 
 
But an interesting Protestant reaction occurred when 
Pope Pius made his declaration in 1950. The famous 
Swiss psychoanalyst, Carl Jung (1875-1961), son of a 
Protestant minister and protégé of Sigmund Freud, 
became excited about this dogma. Jung saw it as a 
symbolic movement in the Catholic Church (and 
Christianity more broadly) towards the acceptance of 
the feminine in the divine. He wrote: “One could have 
known for a long time that there was a deep longing in 
the masses for an intercessor and mediatrix who 
would at last take her place alongside the Holy Trinity 
and be received as the ‘Queen of heaven and Bride at 
the heavenly court.’ For more than a thousand years it 
has been taken for granted that the Mother of God 
dwelt there.  I consider it to be the most important reli-
gious event since the Reformation.” He sent a letter to 
Pius XII congratulating him, but the pope was appar-
ently displeased with this Swiss Protestant psycholo-
gist’s message. Jung in essence was implying that 
Mary (as the Divine Feminine) had finally become the 
part of the Holy Trinity. This is a heretical idea in any 
church. Despite its high veneration of Mary, Catholics 
understand that she is a human being and not divine.  
 
But Jung wasn’t really concerned with Mary herself or 
her assumption. He was interested in feminine expres-
sions of God. He considered this a vital part of the 
evolution of spirituality and religion. While his mentor 
Freud was an atheist who dismissed religion as a neu-
rosis, Jung embraced spirituality.  He once said: “All 
that I have learned has led me step by step to an un-
shakable conviction of the existence of God. I only 
believe in what I know. And that eliminates believing. 
Therefore, I do not take his existence on belief – I 
know that he exists.” Or perhaps Jung knew She ex-
ists.  

 
Christian and Jewish mysticism has long discussed 
God as having female aspects. The nun and medieval 
English mystic Julian of Norwich (1343-1416) wrote 
in Revelations of Divine Love that: “Jesus Christ … is 
our true Mother. We received our ‘Being’ from him - 
and this is where his maternity starts. And with it 
comes the gentle protection and guard of love which 
will never cease to surround us. Just as God is our Fa-
ther, so God is also our Mother.” In Jewish mysticism, 
the Divine Presence of God is known as Shekinah. 
This is a feminine word in Hebrew. In the mystical 
tradition of the Kabbalah, Shekinah is known as the 
Sabbath Bride who is welcomed with song on Sabbath 
Eve (Friday evening). The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints (the Mormons) has the concept that 
God the Father is married to a divine woman known 
as “Heavenly Mother.” While Mormons do not pray to 
Heavenly Mother, they do acknowledge her existence 
and divinity. The Christian Scientists, headquartered 
in Boston, address God in prayer as “Father-Mother 
God.” Among some modern Christian theologians, the 
Holy Spirit is sometimes understood as the feminine 
aspect of the triune God. 
 
On Pentecost Sunday, May 23, we celebrate the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples. This is the 
“birthday of the church” since the church is created by 
the Spirit. We will hold another service of Confirma-
tion on that day for seven or more youth and adults. 
Perhaps it is a time when we can reflect on God as be-
ing beyond gender, but also inclusive of it. As Julian 
of Norwich wrote: “Just as God is our Father, so God 
is also our Mother.” 
 
See you in church, 
 
Jim 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  
 
Acts 2:1-4 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
 

We are currently working on updating our database and directory and hope to include updated pictures as well. 
If you have any pictures of yourself and your family you would be willing to share, please email them at  
office@fccsm.org or drop them in the mail! 
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Dear Lord,  
 
Today I turn to you to give you thanks for my mother. With your own gift 
of life, she bore me in her womb and gave me life. She tenderly, patiently 
cared for me and taught me to walk and talk. She read to me and made 
me laugh. No one delighted in my successes more; no one could comfort 
me better in my failures. I am so grateful for how she mothered me and 
mentored me, and even disciplined me.  

 
Please bless her, Lord, and comfort her. Help her loving 
heart to continue to love and give of herself to others. 
Strengthen her when she is down and give her hope 
when she is discouraged.  
 
Most of all, Lord, on this Mother's Day, give my mother 
the graces she most needs and desires today.  
 
I ask you this, in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer of 

the Month 

 

“And it Came to Pass…” – Living into 
the Fulfillment of God’s Promises – 

Luke 2:15  

Registration is Now Open! 
 

Come and build our new Confer-
ence together! 
 
This second Annual Meeting of the 
Southern New England Conference 
will be woven through with vibrant 
worship. Our justice commitments 
will be a major focus of plenary 
sessions. We will have multiple 
opportunities to meet in small 
groups, to build a closer web of re-
lationships across our new Confer-
ence.  
 
Visit the website (sneucc.org) for 
complete details.  

 
Registration Deadline:  

May 5, 2021. 
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Update from the Minister Search  
Committee 

 
April 23, 2021 
 
Endeavoring to do an excellent job for our church, we 
have discovered that the Search “project” is much like 
a term paper or painting project; i.e. the best outcome 
is dictated by quality advanced preparation. 
 
The first order of business was to complete the Church 
Profile.  We thought we would have a jump start on 
this by updating the Profile that was completed a cou-
ple years ago when Jim was hired.  Upon closer in-
spection (a/k/a meeting with the Conference) we 
learned the Profile form was completely changed 
(mimicking something a government agency might 
do).  Okay, start from scratch; more research & note 
cards/paint scraping.  None of us has probably written 
this much since college, grad school, or doctoral thesis 
(unless we served on another Search Committee). 
 

We have been Zoom meeting weekly since our for-
mation in November 2020, with 3-4 exceptions.  We 
sought and received input from the congregation via a 
survey.  We requested and received input from church 
leadership as we honed in on our final drafts.  We up-
dated statistics.  Then we discovered that two addi-
tional (blessedly less robust) forms were required; no 
problem, we’re hitting stride, keep writing! 
 
As of April 19, our final Church Profile draft is com-
plete, along with the “bonus-round” forms, and sub-
mitted to Conference for review.  We will be Zoom 
meeting with Conference on April 27 to review and 
discuss.  We anticipate (fingers crossed) receiving a 
green light and can ask the position posting to be initi-
ated.  Then, the true search will begin. 
Please know that your Search Committee is dedicated 
to serving all of you and works well together.  Reach 
out to any of us, anytime, with your thoughts or ques-
tions.  While much of what we do must be confiden-
tial, we are happy to share how our work together on 
your behalf has progressed. 
 
Your Search Committee, 
 
Paul Sainsbury, Helen Porter, Bill Whitehead, Larry 
Iannetti, Kathy Holton, Kathi Buzzell, Janet Mullins 

MISSION &  

OUTREACH 

Shayaan Chaudhary, 
a resident of Shrews-
bury and former stu-
dent of Saint John's 
High School, now a 
junior at the Massa-
chusetts Academy of 

Math and Science recently contacted our Mission & 
Outreach committee requesting a donation for sanita-
tion/cleaning supplies to be donated to Healing Heart 
Hospitality House.   

HHHH is a Worcester-based non-profit dedicated to 
serving families in crisis by providing low cost ac-
commodations for visitors from out of town who have 
loved ones hospitalized in Worcester, MA medical 
facilities.   

Shayaan and several students in the Worcester area 
recently founded Verity, a student-run nonprofit that 
addresses local needs and problems in our community. 
Mission & Outreach was happy to support Verity’s 
efforts by donating the requested supplies. 

 
SHRINER  
MINISTRY  

IS STARTING 
AGAIN! 

 
Thanks to those who 
brought beverage pull tags 
in the past and already start-
ed this year.  
 
This ministry is run by the 

Shriners; the aluminum tabs help with transpor-
tation expenses for children going to appoint-
ments in Boston and Springfield. 
 
Tabs may be left in Gifford Hall near the libray. 
 
Thanks to Wayne Bogar for leading this project. 
 
Please direct any questions for Linda Holden at 
508-845-6267.  



Page [8]  

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 
19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-845-7286 
www.fccsm.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church on The Green Newsletter 
May 2021 Issue 
 

 

 

Please join us on Sunday mornings at 
9:30am in the sanctuary  

(socially distanced) 
11am on the Common  

(weather-permitting) 
 

  

Our mission: 
 
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word, and living by Christ’s 
teachings. We are committed to reaching our through prayers, car-
ing, sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
Senior Interim Minister: Rev. Dr . J im Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 
 
Office Administrator and Property Manager: Sabina Terrades 
office@fccsm.org 
 
Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 

FCCShrewsbury 


