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A monthly newsletter from 
 

First Congregational Church  
of Shrewsbury 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

 

JUNE 2021 

“Sometimes I think my  
papa is an accordion. 

When he looks at me and 
smiles and breathes,  

I hear the notes.”  
Markus Zusak,  

“The Book Thief”  

Coming Up... 
 

June 6th 
Graduation Sunday! 

 
Moving to one Sunday service 

at 9:30 on the Common 
(weather permitting, or inside) 

 
5:30pm: 

Middle School Youth Group 
Pride Month Movie Night!! 

 
June 19th 

Youth Group Mission Trip 
 

June 20th 
Father’s Day 

 
 

Please join the Leah Circle on June 21st 
at 7pm for our end of the year meeting. 
 
This year, instead of a dinner out, we 
will be meeting for the first time outside 
on the Common (or in Gifford Hall if 
rainy). 
So bring a lawn chair and enjoy a Covid 
Safe evening, along with “finger” des-
serts, pour-your-own tea, and paper 
plates.  
 

Call Sue Phyfe for more information (508-842-2414). 

CIRCLE 
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Verse of the Month 

FLOWER MINISTRY 
 
As always, thank you to all of you 
who provide the Sunday Service 
altar flowers. The following date 
is currently available for 2021: 
6/27. 
 
Please contact the office if you 
are interested in providing flow-
ers. Thank you!  

 

June 
 

June 6 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 
June 13 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 

June 19–26 – (Sat.-Sat.) Mission Trip 
June 27 – Mission Trip Witness Sunday 

 
July and August – Summer Break 

 
See you in September! 

On Sunday, June 6, we will switch to one service at 
9:30 outside on the Common, with masks optional.  
 
Also starting June 6, “pour-your-own-lemonade-
and-ice-tea” will be available after the service.  
 
One outdoor service at 9:30 will continue for the 
summer. If the weather is not favorable, the service 
will be held inside in the sanctuary. Masks will be 
optional, but seating will be socially distanced. 
  
During the summer months, if committees and  
ministries choose to meet in person at the Church, 
please notify Sabina, our Church Administrator, in 
advance at office@fccsm.org regarding your plans.  

 
Or Committees and ministries 
may choose to continue meet-
ing via Zoom. 
  
We are hoping that in Septem-
ber, we will be able to resume 
all Church activities, including 
the choirs and Sunday School. 

mailto:office@fccsm.org
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Leah Circle News 
Blanche's  
Pennies 

 
The Leah 
(Evening) Circle is 
still collecting 
Blanche's Pennies 
during COVID and 
our balance has 
gotten very 
low.  It's amazing 

how our spare change can quickly add up and every 
little bit helps!  Your donations are used for numerous 
church projects including pans for Mustard Seed, 
church needs such as tables and chairs, the youth mis-
sion trip, Outreach projects and more.  
 
Blanche's Penny jar is located in Gifford Hall, please 
drop off your pennies (or silver, or bills) in the jar 
when you are at church or they can be left at the Fi-
nance office marked "Blanche's Pennies."  
 
Thank you so much!  

ST. ANNES’ THRIFT SHOP 
CLOSING 

 
Human Services at St. Anne’s has made the deci-
sion that it will be closing its Thrift Shop as of June 
1st of this year.  They will now focus 100% on the 
food pantry.  The plan is to use the downstairs 
space that is currently the thrift shop and convert it 
into a Choice Food Pantry.  A Choice Food Pantry 
is where food pantry clients can come to shop for 
food items.  This will be in addition to the weekly 
parking lot distribution of food.  They are also hop-
ing to expand their services to include volunteers 
who can help clients fill out service forms such as 
SNAP, heat assistance forms, etc. 
 
St. Anne’s is no longer accepting clothing items or 
thrift shop items.  Your Mission and Outreach Min-
istry will be meeting the end of the month, and it 
will be determined what organizations will receive 
any clothing that members of the congregation 
bring to the Church. There are many organizations 
that need these items, so please stay tuned for fu-
ture announcements. 
 
In the meantime, if you feel that you would like to 
get more information on possibly helping St. 
Anne’s as they transition to the Choice Food Pantry 
or would like to offer any assistance in helping 
their clients  to fill out service  forms, please con-
tact Human Services at 508-799-4169.  Thank you. 

The Middle School Youth 
Group meets on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month, 5:30-
7:00pm, and our next meeting 
dates are June 6 and 20th. 
 
On the 6th, we are having a 

Pride month movie night. These are our last meetings 
before summer break. If people are interested in get-
ting involved, please contact Jennifer Shaw. 
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A message from the Director of Music 
 

The weather app on my phone has really gotten a 
workout over the past year. I’ve been checking it in-
cessantly since we began outdoor worship services on 
June 21, 2020. Would it be too hot, too cold, too 
snowy, too rainy or would the ground on the common 
be too mushy to have outdoor service on Sunday? It’s 
a reminder of how vulnerable we are as humans. Yes, 
we can control the climate inside our cars and our 
buildings but we can’t control the weather.  
 
It has been well over a decade since I first had the 
chance to visit Tanglewood in Western Massachusetts. 
It was a beautiful place, but my first visit was a frus-
trating one. I was seated on the lawn trying to listen to 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra play Mozart but there 
were too many distractions I couldn’t control: birds 
chirping, planes flying overhead, traffic noise. A few 
days later, though, I was reminded of a very important 
piece of music by the American composer John Cage 
(1912-1992) and his work entitled Four Minutes Thir-
ty Three Seconds or 4’33”. I’ll let Wikipedia explain 
the details: 
 

4’33” was composed in 1952, for any instrument 
or combination of instruments, and the score in-

structs performers not to play their instruments 
during the entire duration of the piece throughout 
the three movements. The piece consists of the 
sounds of the environment that the listeners hear 
while it is performed, although it is commonly 
perceived as “four minutes thirty-three seconds of 
silence”… 
 
…on numerous occasions, Cage stated that 4’33” 
was, in his opinion, his most important work… 
 
…The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musi-
cians describes 4’33” as Cage’s “most famous and 
controversial creation.” 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4'33" 

 
The piece raises the question, “What is art?” For Cage, 
any sounds could constitute music. I grew fond of 
Avant-Garde music when studying it in college. Our 
class discussions of art came to the following conclu-
sion: Art is anything that you can put a frame around. 
This could even be a figurative frame. In the case of 
music a time-frame like in 4’33”. Art is that which is 
set apart, which incidentally is the same as the defini-
tion for the word sacred. That which is sacred is set 
apart from the everyday.   
 
So, I returned to Tanglewood the next week, deter-
mined to hear the distractions as part of the music. I 
let everything in and didn’t judge or try to block 
things out. Our journey with the outdoor service has 
been similar. I’ve had to allow everything in: the 
weather, the birds, it’s all part of the experience. In a 
way we have put ourselves out there in the world and 
allowed ourselves to be vulnerable on the common. “If 
I have to boast, I will boast of what pertains to my 
weakness.” 2 Corinthians 11: 30. Beginning June 6, 
our 9:30 worship service will move outdoors. I hope 
to see you there. 
 
Curtis 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
 

We are currently working on updating our database and directory and hope to include updated pictures as well. 
If you have any pictures of yourself and your family you would be willing to share, please email them at  
office@fccsm.org or drop them in the mail! 

The keepers would like to dispose of old church sport trophies that have been stored in Cushing Hall. If you 
would like any/all please contact Nancy Burnett at 508-845-2047.  
 

The trophies are:  
Softball League 1977-1984, Cheerleaders 1971, 1973, Basketball 1969, 1971, 1979,  

Regatta 1975, Softball Plaques 1962, 1992 

mailto:nancyburnett64@gmail.com
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Sing to him, sing praises to him;  

tell of all his wondrous works!  

Psalm 105:2 
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Dear Lord,  
 
We give our thanks, Creator God, for the fathers in our 
lives. 
 
Fatherhood does not come with a manual, and reality 
teaches us that some fathers excel while others fail.  
 
We ask for Your blessings for them all and forgiveness 
where it is needed. 
 
This Father's Day we remember the many sacrifices 
fathers make for their children and families, and the 
ways--both big and small--they lift children to achieve 
dreams thought beyond reach. 
 
So too, we remember all those who have helped fill the 
void when fathers pass early or are absent; grandfa-
thers and uncles, brothers and cousins, teachers, pas-
tors and coaches and the women of our families. 
 
For those who are fathers, we ask for wisdom and hu-
mility in the face of the task of parenting. Give them 
the strength to do well by their children and by You. 
 
In Your Holy name, O God, we pray.  
 
Amen. 
 
- Rev. Chuck Currie 

Prayer of 

the Month 

Can We Talk?  
A new fellowship group is forming soon, the fruit of 
conversations among a few church friends, now and 
then, here and there.   
 
It seems we women ‘of a certain age’ are dealing 
with new challenges, new issues, new expectations 
since last we held group discussions, and we long to 
have companionship along the way.  We’ve never 
passed this way before, so to whom do we reach out 
for advice or wisdom or a good laugh when we’re 
perplexed?  Or when our own bodies suddenly be-
tray us and we can’t recall what we ate for break-
fast?  We used to be quite confident, and now we’re 
not sure what’s next. 
 
Many writers have wrestled with these issues, and 
they encourage us to enjoy, to thrive, to rejoice in 
each day.  But sometimes we forget!   How can we 
develop new awareness of the amazing gift of our 
lives, in the middle of the muddle?  What can we 
learn from each other?  Can we re-discover our girl-
hood fascination with nature or babies or butterflies 
or fabrics or foods or beauty of some kind?  How do 
we define beauty, anyway?  How would you describe 
what form of beauty particularly speaks to you?  
How important is it to you in your everyday life?   
 
If you resonate with our musings, you are welcome 
to join us.  Our first gathering will be on Wednes-
day, June 13, 11:30 am to 1:00 pm, at The First Con-
gregational Church, Shrewsbury, in the Adkins 
Room (elevator available).  Bring a brown bag lunch 
for yourself.  We’ll provide drinks and cookies. 
 
Wendy Driscoll,  Rena Mayberry,    
Marie Murphy and  Janet Trippi. 

Jack Gregory (one of our Sunday Confirmands) is currently in Boy Scout Troop 
114, working on his Eagle Scout project. This will involve making sixty care kits for 
children diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes at UMASS. If you could donate to this 
cause it will help immensely. For those who have already donated, thank you! 
 
Checks 
(made payable to Troop 114) can be sent to Jack's home at 35 Minuteman Way, 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
 
Online 
Donations can be made via: Venmo- Ian-Gregory-1 
PayPal- ianmgregory 
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Our congregation worships in Shrewsbury’s second 
meetinghouse, a building constructed in the late 
1760’s.  The drawing depicts the second meetinghouse 
as originally built.  Typical of the era, the meeting-
house resembled an oversized house.  There was no 
steeple or lower level.  Like most domestic architec-
ture of the period, the main entrance was on the long 
side of the rectangular building.  This principal en-
trance faced the Common.  The building sat on the 
Common, about fifty feet south of where it does today.  
When the roof of the new meetinghouse was complet-
ed, the small 1723 church (which stood nearby) was 
dismantled; its wood was reused to enclose the new 
structure.  The Building Committee was authorized to 
hire appropriate workmen to finish building in a 
“means and manner as the Parrish shall now think 

proper.”   
 
Access to the meetinghouse was gained via three 
“porches.”  Each porch had multiple exterior doors, at 
least one window, and a set of stairs to the upper level 
gallery (balcony).  While meetinghouses with twin 
porches were common in Central Massachusetts, three 
porches were rare.  Stairs placed within the rectangle 
of the building would have consumed space needed 
for seating.  Porches provided easy access to upper 
and lower floors while optimizing interior space.  
Modern folk might surmise that the porches also acted 
as “mud rooms.” 
 
The porches were removed in the early 19th century 
and sold off for other purposes.  While the porches are 
now gone, evidence of them remains in Shrewsbury.  
The arched window over the center porch’s double 
door can now be seen adorning the yellow barn at the 
Artemas Ward House on Main Street.  This lunette 
window would have been considered a fine feature of 
the new church.   
 
In 2019, a large door with strap hinges was discovered 
in the church’s furnace room.  Originally installed on 
one of the side porches, the door survived because it 
was reused as the exterior door to what is now the of-
fice area.  How the church got its lower level, lost its 
porches, and turned a different face to the Common 
come later in our story. 
 

Comments or questions about this piece should be 
directed to Sue Baker (Bkr0000@townisp.com). 

Meetinghouse Minute 

CONGRATULATIONS  

TO OUR  

CONFIRMANDS! 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 
19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-845-7286 
www.fccsm.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church on The Green Newsletter 
June 2021 Issue 
 

 

 

Please join us on Sunday mornings at 
9:30am on the Common  

(weather-permitting, the service will 
be moved inside if needed) 

 

  

Our mission: 
 
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word, and living by Christ’s 
teachings. We are committed to reaching our through prayers, car-
ing, sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
Senior Interim Minister: Rev. Dr . J im Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 
 
Office Administrator and Property Manager: Sabina Terrades 
office@fccsm.org 
 
Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 

FCCShrewsbury 


