
 

 
The Great O Antiphons – A Preparation for Christmas 

The O Antiphons come from the Latin medieval Liturgy of the Hours. They help deepen our Advent 

preparation and hopeful expectation as we draw closer, day by day, to the celebration Christ’s birth 

 among us. 
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Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude      “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” by R. Thygerson 
 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting  

 Reader One: If ever there was a year we needed Advent, this is the year. We hardly know how to describe 

the year we have lived through. We hesitate to reflect on all the mess around us in 2020. All we know is that 

nothing seems right, nothing seems like it used to be, nothing. We need Advent! 

Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah said, “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down … To make 

your name known … so that nations might tremble at your presence.” So tear through the mess, O Lord, and 

come down to us again. We long to be your people, a people of hope. 

Reader One: We light this first candle as a sign of our hope. Hope that you can meet us, even in the mess of 

our world. Hope that you still see us, though we feel we are lost in the rubble. Let this light be the guide that 

brings us to Emmanuel once more. 

Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 

 

O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the 

Most High, reaching from one end to the other, 

mightily and sweetly ordering all things: Come and 

teach us the way of truth. 

 

 

 



 

Hymn “O Come O Come, Emmanuel” Tune: VENI EMMANUEL 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

who ordered all things mightily; 

to us the path of knowledge show 

and teach us in its ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

An Advent Kyrie 

Leader:     O Christ, we so often want justice and safety for ourselves, but we do not work for the justice and 

safety of others. Kyrie, eleison. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader:    O Lord, you have asked us to give food and clothing to others, but we often seek only after our 

own comforts and our full tables. Christe, eleison. 

People: Christ, have mercy. 

Leader:   O Christ, your earthly mother and our blessed sister Mary rejoiced in her dangerous calling, but we 

often resist your call to follow you into the joys and costs of discipleship. Kyrie, eleison. 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: Beloved, our Ruler and Savior draws near to us in mercy and grace. 

All: Our hearts prepare him room and receive his forgiveness with joy. 

 

Time with Children 

 

Scripture 

Sirach 24:1-7; 19-22 

1 Corinthians 1:24-25 

 

 

O Adonai [יהוה | LORD] and Ruler of the 

house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in 

the burning bush, and gave him the Law on 

Sinai, come to redeem us with an 

outstretched arm. 

 

 

 



 

Hymn 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, 

who to your tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times did give the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Sermon “The Irrational Season”  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 

 

Joys and Concerns  
 

Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Offering  

 

Offertory Music       “Gabriel's Message” by C. Curtis       

 

Advent Doxology Sung to the tune “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 

  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

on every hill and coast! 

Praise God above, all angels who 

comprise the heavenly host! 

Praise to Father and the Son 

and to the Holy Ghost! 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy! 

O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

Prayer of Dedication   

Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope. And we give in hope. Hope for your coming reign; hope 

because of your presence with us even now. Receive these offerings and use them for your work of 

healing and hope in our world. Amen. 

 

 



 

Hymn “People Look East” Tune: BENSAÇON 

1. People, look east. The time is near  

Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 

Trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 

 

2. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 

Christ who brings new life to earth. 

Set every peak and valley humming 

With the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 

Benediction 
 

Postlude      “Ding Dong! Merrily on High” by T. Kendall        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Minister is the Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo. 

Our Music Director is Mr. Curtis Smith.  
 

The Lay Reader is Rosemary Horesta. 
 

 The flowers on the altar are given by Linda & Bruce Wagner in memory of Dorothy & Lawrence Wagner. 

  

Mission Statement 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve God by studying and listening to the 

Word and living by Christ’s teachings. We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, sharing 

and fellowship. 

 

Open and Affirming Statement 

We, the First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, endeavor to live out the Great Commandment by 

loving, welcoming and affirming all people. We welcome and affirm everyone including people of all gender 

identities and expressions, sexual orientations, ages, races, cultures, family configurations, economic 

circumstances, physical, cognitive and emotional abilities, educational levels, spiritual and religious 

traditions. We invite all to share in the Christian life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, 

responsibilities, blessings and joys of our church family.  We publicly commit ourselves to the ongoing work 

of being an open and affirming (ONA) congregation, listening to the still-speaking voice of God.  We shall 

strive to fulfill this affirmation with God's grace, journeying together in Christian faith. 

Please Hold in Your Prayers…  
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Anna M. 

Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Chris Laurson, Gary & Barb Sampson, Bill Siegmann, Florence Stowe, 

Sue Moore,Sandy Wilson, Donna and Beau Meyer and family, Lisa DiPilato and the Scott and DiPilato families. 

 

… also, all military personnel, first responders, health care workers and all who protect and care for us. 

  
 


