
 

 
The Great O Antiphons – A Preparation for Christmas 

The O Antiphons come from the Latin medieval Liturgy of the Hours. They help deepen our Advent preparation 

and hopeful expectation as we draw closer, day by day, to the celebration Christ’s birth among us. 
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Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude      “Bring That Torch” by K. Olson 

         

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting  

Reader One: Our lists are long, even in this strange mess where we live these days. And we want to do it right, 

we want to be safe, but we want to be able to enjoy the season. We’ve got work to do to put right what has gone 

wrong, to heal what is broken, to mend the relationships, and to prepare for the company that will come. 

Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah reminded us that there is work to be done. “Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God.” When God comes in, then healing is to be found, but we need to 

make the way; we need to open the door into our lives. 

Reader One: So, we light these candles as a sign of our faith that the God we worship is not far from us and 

that we can clear the way for that God to come and dwell with us. We light these candles in faith that company 

is coming. 

Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 

 

 

O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the 

peoples; before you kings will shut their 

mouths,to you the nations will make their prayer: 

Come and deliver us and delay no longer. 

 

 
 

 

Hymn  

O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem, 

unto your own and rescue them! 

From depths of hell your people save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel! 



 

Prayer of Confession 

We need you to speak to us, O God, because we have, each in our own way, forgotten your Law, forgotten 

your love for us. We are in need of your deliverance, because we have, too often, given ourselves to 

powers and practices that would destroy us. We are lost, in need of rescue. Come, Lord Jesus; forgive us 

and restore us; guide us and deliver us; teach us and renew us. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon   John 3:16  

Leader: For God so loved the world, that he have his only Son. 

All: So that everyone who believes in him may not perish, but have eternal life. 
 

Time with Children 
 

Scripture Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

 

O Key of David and sceptre of the House of 

Israel who opens and no one can shut; who 

shuts and no one can open: Come and lead 

the captives out of prison, those who dwell 

in darkness and the shadow of death. 

 

 

 

Hymn 

O come, O Key of David, come 

and open wide our heavenly home. 

Make safe for us the heavenward road 

and bar the way to death's abode. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

Sermon “The Glory of the Lord” Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
 

Joys and Concerns  
 

Invitation to Offering  
 

Offertory Music      “Good King Wenceslas” by D. Holt      

   

Advent Doxology Sung to the tune “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 
  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

on every hill and coast! 

Praise God above, all angels who 

comprise the heavenly host! 

Praise to Father and the Son 

and to the Holy Ghost! 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy! 

O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

 

 



 

Prayer of Dedication   

Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope. And we give in hope. Hope for your coming reign; hope 

because of your presence with us even now. Receive these offerings and use them for your work of 

healing and hope in our world. Amen. 
 

Communion Hymn “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” Tune: PICARDY 

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 

And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 

For with blessing in his hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, 

Our full homage to demand. 
 

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, 

As of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords, in human vesture, 

In the body and the blood; 

He will give to all the faithful 

His own self for heav'nly food. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

One: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  
 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen. 
 

Giving of the Elements 
 

 



 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  Common Worship (Church of England) 

God of all, may we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn “Joy to the World” Tune: ANTIOCH 

1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare him room, 

And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing! 
 

2 Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy! 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude     “Deck the Halls” by K. Olson         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minister is the Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo. 

Our Music Director is Mr. Curtis Smith.  
 

The Deacon today is Rosemary Horesta. 
 

The Lay Reader today is Linda Phillips. 
 

 The flowers on the altar are given by Karis and Kevin Ray in memory of Betty Swem and Mary Helen Ray.  
  

Mission Statement 
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve God by studying and listening to the Word and 

living by Christ’s teachings. We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Open and Affirming Statement 
We, the First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, endeavor to live out the Great Commandment by loving, 

welcoming and affirming all people. We welcome and affirm everyone including people of all gender identities and 

expressions, sexual orientations, ages, races, cultures, family configurations, economic circumstances, physical, 

cognitive and emotional abilities, educational levels, spiritual and religious traditions. We invite all to share in the 

Christian life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings and joys of our 

church family.  We publicly commit ourselves to the ongoing work of being an open and affirming (ONA) 

congregation, listening to the still-speaking voice of God.  We shall strive to fulfill this affirmation with God's grace, 

journeying together in Christian faith. 

Please Hold in Your Prayers…  
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Anna M. Kane, 

Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Chris Laurson, Barb Sampson, Bill Siegmann, Florence Stowe, Sue Moore, 

Dot Perkins, Sandy Wilson, Donna and Beau Meyer and family, Lisa DiPilato and the Scott and DiPilato families. 

 

… also, all military personnel, first responders, health care workers and all who protect and care for us. 

  


