
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
 First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury         August 2019 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
as Interim Associate Minister… 
It gives us great pleasure to introduce to you the 
Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo.  Jim was introduced to 
the church in worship on July 21 and has since 
begun working with the staff.  Jim has recently 
returned from many years working and studying 
abroad.  He received his Master of Divinity from 
Union Theological Seminary and his PhD in 
Theology from the University of Oxford in England.  

He was ordained to ministry in the UCC in 2005.  Jim was raised in Massachusetts 
and holds his church membership in the Metropolitan Boston Association of the 
MA Conference of the United Church of Christ. He has served UCC churches in 
Somerville, Winchester and most recently as the Bridge Associate Minister at the 
First Congregational Church of Guilford, CT.  

     Jim says this about his commitment to the church, “I am passionate about the 
role of the Christian Church in the twenty-first century and how it engages with the 
challenges and secularism of our time. I want the church to be relevant, vital, and 
engaging to people of any faith or none, while never wavering in its focus, worship, 
and devotion to the Triune God and in its following of the Gospel.”  Jim will begin 
his work with the church sharing leadership in worship in August.  He will assume 
the role of sabbatical pastor on August 18 when Lynne begins her sabbatical.  
During the sabbatical period (mid-August through November) Jim will assume the 
full duties of the senior pastor.  In addition, he will engage the church in dialogue 
about its past and hopes for the future.  Upon Lynne’s return, Jim will assume the 
role of interim Associate Minister where together we will work to determine goals 
and vision for the future. 
     Jim brings a global perspective to his ministry. Having lived abroad for many 
years he has had the privilege to worship and serve with people of many faiths and 
socioeconomic experiences.  These opportunities have shaped his ministry and his 
passion to build communities that are open, loving, inclusive and above all safe for 
all people.  He is eager to listen and to accompany the church during this season of 
reflection, renewal and discernment. 
     We invite you to warmly welcome Jim to the church.  He is anxious to get to 
know everyone, hear your stories and share his wit and wisdom with you.   
 

A Message from the Pastor… 
“When you enter the land I will give you, let it have a special time of rest, to honor the 
Lord.  You may plant seed in your field for six years, and you may trim your vineyards 

for six years and bring in their fruits. But during the seventh year, you must let the land rest.  This will be a special time to honor the 
Lord.”  Leviticus 25: 2-4 
     My how time flies!  We have journeyed together for more than six years. We have shared many powerful moments.  I continue to 
be moved by the way you minister to each other, reach out to generously share your gifts with our neighbors, and warmly greet 
folks who come here seeking the presence of God.  I marvel at how resilient you have been through the many transitions we have 
endured.  God is good, all the time.  Now, as the Lord instructs, it is time to take a break, to hit the pause button, and to receive the 
blessings of sabbatical.  
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A Message from the Pastor…(continued) 

   I will be taking a time away beginning August 18 and will return November 25. During that time the church will be served by the 
Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo.  He will provide pastoral leadership and assume the duties of Senior Minister until I return. He will work 
closely with the staff and engage the church in dialogue that will help shape our work together into the future. Our intention is to 
develop priorities and goals for the church that will inform the use of our resources into the future.  We will develop a staffing model 
that will allow us to complete the mission God calls us to undertake. We will continue to embrace a new structure of governance 
that allows us to be more flexible and share our gifts in new and emerging ways. 
     In order to accomplish this work we will need to be vulnerable and share our hopes and dreams, our fears and apprehension 
about the future.  We will need to trust that through our sharing God will reveal a way forward.  During my time away I will also 
listen to God for wisdom and guidance. I will be take time to rest and pray.  I am excited to share that I will spend two weeks in 
Arizona and Nevada where I will experience the glory of God’s creation in a part of the country I have never visited.  I will read and 
attend to my body and spirit.  In October I will travel to Minneapolis and Chicago to explore new, engaging and innovative models 
for ministry. I will dialogue with seminary staff to hear how leaders are being trained and formed for the future church.  
     While I am away I will be disconnected from the church. I will not answer emails or respond to postings on Facebook. I will think 
of you often, but I trust we will all be enriched by this time apart.   Jim will be here to minister to you.  Carry on being the church, 
reaching out, sharing your gifts, committing faithfully to a future God is shaping in and through us.  I will keep you all in my heart 
and pray that God will richly bless us as we walk in God’s ways through this time of respite and renewal.   
Peace, 
Lynne 

A Message from the Music Director 
Eleven Handbell musicians from the First Congregational Church of 
Shrewsbury attended the Handbell Musicians of America Area 1 
Conference at the University of Hartford from June 27-30. I was fortunate 
to receive a Director’s Scholarship from the Handbell Musicians of 
America. 
     The conference started with the sound of a single handbell ringing the 
opening bell. For three and a half days over 500 people would be 
immersed in a world of handbells. A year of planning and rehearsing led 
to this event. The opening bell created half of the figurative frame around 
this conference to set it apart from the real world. The other half of the 
frame would happen on Sunday afternoon with the closing bell. Visual art 
has a frame around it and performance art has a beginning and an end. 

What happens in the middle is set apart. Which also happens to be the meaning of the word sacred: set apart. Within this frame 
wonderful creative things happen which help us connect with our soul. 
     Seventeen states and three countries were represented during the conference. Classes ranged from advanced conducting to 
handbell maintenance. My favorite part was hearing folks talk about music in new and creative ways: new ways of looking at 
rhythm, new ways of using handbells in worship, new ways of rehearsing. Imagination and dreams were allowed to run wild. It was 
best summed up by an album title from Forte, a handbell ensemble from Boulder, Colorado: Rethink Possible. Even the closing bell 
was changed by the end of the conference. What had for many years been a single bell rung by one of the committee members 
became an ascending four note melody within a carefully voiced chord rung by 500 ringers. As I returned to the real world I thought 
to myself, if we continue on this creative path as musicians the future looks wonderful. 

 
Upcoming… 

New Member Information Session and Buffet Brunch:  If you are interested in learning more about the First 

Congregational Church of Shrewsbury and/or becoming a member of FCC, please join us on Sunday, August 4 at 11 AM in the 
Chapel.  We will enjoy a light brunch and share information about the many ministries and activities at FCC as well as our 
membership in the United Church of Christ.  All family members are welcome! For more information or to RSVP for this event, 
please contact Suzanne Moriondo (508-755-8615/moriondo@townisp.com) or  Rev.Lynne Dolan (508-845-7286/ldolan@fccsm.org). 
 

Annual Church Picnic:   Sunday, September 8, 11:30 – 1:30, Dean Park 
Sign up here:  https://tinyurl.com/fccsm2019picnic 

 

 

 

mailto:moriondo@townisp.com
mailto:ldolan@fccsm.org
https://tinyurl.com/fccsm2019picnic
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Living Our Mission:  Fellowship  By Kathleen Rocheleau 

Social Circles has organized a 
couple of fun events over the 
past few weeks and people 
have enjoyed getting 
together for a relaxing time 
with church members and 
their friends. 

The first was a trip to the 
Hanover Theater to see 
“Waitress.”  The group 
carpooled and had such a 
good time that they 
requested another trip. We 
are looking into sponsoring 
another evening in the fall to 
see a to-be-determined show. 

Our second outing was a bus trip to Boston to see the Downton Abbey 
Exhibition at the Castle at Park Plaza. Based on the television show, the exhibit 
made the characters and the house come to life. The group spent a couple of 
hours immersed in the culture, social history and some of iconic scenes from 
the show. On the way home, they enjoyed a “rolling tea party” on the bus. 
Again, the group had a great time and the committee is looking into sponsoring 
an event in conjunction with the movie coming to theaters this fall. Watch for 
details! 

 

Meeting House Mystery  By Susan Baker 

Large wooden panels from the interior of our 1766 church were recently found 
behind the stage curtains in Gifford Hall.  Where have they been stored over the 
last couple of centuries?  How did they get on the stage?  These are the 
mysteries being pursued by the Our Story Ministry team. 

The “find” includes wainscoting and the two sides from a box pew.  The interior 
woodwork of the 1766 church was mainly unpainted and these panels are also 
unpainted although they bear wood filler from a later date.  Also found, were 
two handmade signs which labeled the items as wainscoting and parts of old 
box pews.  We know from church archives that the box pews and wainscoting 
were removed in 1834 when the church was “modernized.” 

We have been asking church members and the Shrewsbury Historical Society if 
they know where the panels have been or how they got on the stage.  So far 
these inquiries have not uncovered any leads.  The panels are even new to Bill 
Stuart who knows every inch of the building.   

If you have any information, please contact Sue Baker (Bkr0000@townisp.com 
or 508 845-9428).  And watch this space for upcoming stories on our antique 
meeting house. 
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Gather as Christians… 
 

Leah Circle will meet on Wednesday, September 11, at 7:00pm in Gifford Hall as we welcome old and new 

members, and enjoy an evening of fellowship and fun.  We would love to have you join us.  Please bring either 
an appetizer or dessert to share if you like.  Leaders are Ann Cairns and Sue Bourget. 
 

Our circle is open to all women of the church.  We meet on the second Wednesday of each month unless 
otherwise noted.  Come when you can.  We will continue collecting “Blanche’s Pennies” to support Abbey’s 
Home, Sage Place, Mustard Seed, pans for Care Team meals, kitchen equipment, special church activities and 
other outreach projects.  Please contact Sue Bourget at 508-842-2323 if you have any questions. 
 

Martha Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30am in the Adkins Room starting in 

September.  It is open to all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting 
fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers and are engaged in many goodwill projects and 
fundraising to benefit the church and community.  For information, contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Community Harvest Project  
Three Hours That Will Change Lives, Volunteer at 
Community Harvest Project 
Would you like to make a dramatic impact on hunger and 
food insecurity in the greater Worcester Country area?   Do 
you know that within a 10 minute drive of our church there 
is a 50 plus acre farm, run by more than 8,000 local, 
community based volunteers, that grows and distributes 
fresh vegetables and fruit to the Worcester County Food 
Bank and onward to local hunger relief partners?  

On Saturday morning, September 14th, members, friends 
and families from the First Congregational Church of 
Shrewsbury, will be volunteering at the Community 
Harvest Project (CHP) farm in Grafton, located at 37 
Wheeler Road.  We will gather in the church parking lot 
at 9:30 AM and travel to CHP to volunteer at the farm 
from 10:00 AM to 1:00PM.  We might be harvesting 
tomatoes, or squash, peppers or cabbages, whatever is 
needed that day to do our part in the work to address the 
critical need for fresh fruits and vegetables, for those 
desperately in need of nutritionally healthy food living in 
our community.    

During the month of August there will be a sign-up sheet in 
Gifford Hall.  We must know the number of committed 
volunteers, so that the farm can plan accordingly.  Any 
adult can participate.  Families with children are also 
invited and encouraged to join us, as long as all children are 
accompanied by a parent or responsible adult.  Deadline 
for signing-up is September 1st.   For more information 
contact Larry Iannetti at 508-353-1265 or 
LarryIannetti@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:LarryIannetti@yahoo.com
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Study and Learn… 
 

Confirmation Program 

Do you have a child in 9th grade or above who has not been confirmed, but would like to explore his or her confirmation 
with our church community? The FCCSM Confirmation Program curriculum will focus on helping our youth ask tough 
questions about their faith. Through innovative sessions, field trips, mentor relationships, and the challenge to do a whole 
lot more than simply learn a few facts, our youth take real responsibility for understanding their faith and its power. When 
they do - when they see the church and their faith as something that truly belongs to them helping them build a bond that 
will last throughout their Christian lives. At the end of our confirmation journey, each youth will choose whether or not to 
be confirmed as a sign of their ability to take charge of their own spiritual lives. All participants, whatever their decision, 
are honored in a special service dedicated to their work, exploration, and discoveries on May 3, 2020. If your youth is 
interested, or for further information, please email Rev. Larry Iannetti LarryIannetti@yahoo.com. Thank you for your 
consideration!   

 
High School Youth Group 

August we continue with Summer Break but we are gearing up for September! 
 

Sept. 8 - Church picnic, no meeting - available YG can help w/ games  
Sept. 15 - YG ice cream social @ 7PM, parents & youth are invited 
Sept. 22 - Apple picking at Tougas Farms, (time to be determined) 
Sept. 29 - Apple pie baking, (time to be determined)  

 

Christian Education 
We are heading into a new year and honored to continue finding ways to expand the reach of our children’s faith 
formation. Here is your 2019-2020 Christian Education Ministry team and we are proud to say for the first time that all 
living generations are represented, including the youngest (Generation Z): 
Leo Biocchi (Director of Christian Education) who enters his 3rd year with FCC.  
 

April Mullins (Faith Formation Liaison) parent of Connor, Janey and Seth Mullins, who enters her eighth year and 
second stint on CE. 
 

Alana Dros (Chair) parent of Abby, Jack, Daniel and Chris Dros who enters her sixth year on CE and third year as chair  
 

Ken Ward, (Chair) parent of Elise Ward who enters his ninth year on CE and third year as chair 
 

Janey Mullins (Youth Representative) who enters her first year on CE and becomes our youngest member ever. 
 

Laura Kenney, parent of James and Connor Kenney, who enters her fifth year on CE. 
 

Linda Ryan, who enters her seventh year on CE 
 

Cathy Phillips, parent of Ben and Josh Erban, who enters her twentieth year on CE 
 

Mary Ellen Lane, parent of Sophie Bergmann, who enters her fifth year and second stint on CE 
 

Gwen Molina, parent of Danny, Isaac and Solmon Molina, who enters her second year on CE.  
 

Heather Vaillancourt, parent of Miya Vaillancourt, who enters her first year on CE.  
 

Haniyah Kafel, parent of Jacob Terlaje, who enters her first year on CE. 
 

Join us on Recovenanting Sunday, September 15th for the first official day of the church school year! 

 

mailto:LarryIannetti@yahoo.com
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Pray, Care, Share… 
Angel Awakenings… 

 Blessings for folks willing to journey with teenagers into the wild and meet the risen Christ in the beloved folks 
of Maine.  

 Blessings to folks who share their gifts during the quiet Summer season.  We are so richly blessed. 

 Blessings to people willing to take a leap of faith to envision a new living arrangement for your pastor.  May the 
spirit bless your every deliberation. 
 

Youth Singers / Training Choir 
Youth Singers 

Back row left to right:  Felix Gregory, Abby Lei, Isabelle Zhao 

Training Choir 

Front row left to right:  Charlotte Amos, Ava Sungarian,  

Drea Del Dotto-Bordage, Abby Dros, Lauren Miller, Thomas Amos. 

Not pictured:  Miya Vaillancourt and Chayce Couture. 

 

 

 

 

Living Our Mission:  Caring and Sharing 
     On a recent Sunday, the Hands for Hope ministry revealed what they have been quietly doing all year. On Blessing Sunday, this 
amazingly productive group of women (and some granddaughters) displayed their handiwork around the sanctuary, on the altar 
and hanging from the balconies. With needles, crochet hooks, sewing machines and lots of love, they’ve made prayer shawls and 
lap robes for local shut-ins, baby blankets for babies baptized in our church, little hats for preemies born at UMass Memorial 
Hospital, and dresses, shorts, sweaters and head scarves for AIDS orphans in Tanzania. In addition, this year, they’ve added Izzy 
dolls to be shipped to Tanzania with the clothing and Fidget Blankets for people with dementia in local nursing homes. 
     This very friendly group meets in the church parlor from 10-11:30 on the 4th Monday of the month from September to June. They 
teach each other new techniques, share materials, plan how they will raise money to support their ministry, and enjoy each other’s 
company. In between meetings, they work on their projects while watching Red Sox games, riding in cars, or escaping work 
obligations for a while. Some members don’t or can’t attend the meetings, but they work on their own and then deliver their 
finished work to the group. 
     If you, or anyone you know, would like to get involved, please contact Carol Baker at: cbaker6120@gmail.com. There are people 
in the group who are willing and happy to teach you a new skill. If you can cut or even just iron fabric, we can use you!  You don’t 
need to go to meetings or even be a church member (several people aren’t). The group would also like to thank everyone who has 
donated materials and money to help their ministry – your help is very much appreciated! Here’s a 

breakdown of what the group made and shipped to Tanzania 
since 2016: 
                  2019   2016-2019 Totals   

Dresses             61      242 

Sweaters           44                            174 

Shorts                18                               53 

Head Scarves   90                            110 

Izzy dolls            55 

 

mailto:cbaker6120@gmail.com
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Serve God and Our Neighbor… 
 

Mustard Seed  *New Sign up for Mustard Seed online!  Mustard Seed is a soup kitchen providing evening meals on 

weekdays to feed the hungry, located at 93 Piedmont Street, Worcester. Members of our church family prepare and serve dinner 
for Mustard Seed on the first Wednesday of the following months: January, March, April, May, September, November and 
December. Volunteers can either cook the meal in our church kitchen, or bake 3 dozen cookies at home, or deliver and serve the 
prepared meal at Mustard Seed.  
 

Our next scheduled Mustard Seed meal will be September 4th which can be a difficult month for many families to make ends meet 
after buying school clothing and supplies. Boston baked beans have been added to our meatloaf dinner to help stretch the number 
of people we can feed. 
 

Mustard Seed also has a small food pantry open on Wednesdays that serves many local families and individuals in need of 
supplemental foods. They are currently asking for peanut butter and cereal donations as these foods are high in nutrition and 
do not require refrigeration.  Donations can be placed in the marked box in Gifford Hall.   
 

Please consider volunteering for this wonderful ministry to help feed those in need. 
 

*Sign up online to volunteer at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-mustard 
 

Questions about volunteering for Mustard Seed please contact Janet Pike (508) 842-0533 or email mrsbear8@msn.com. 
 

IHN Seeking Volunteers to Host at IHN for the week of September 15-21. IHN works in partnership with the 

interfaith community to provide temporary shelter to homeless families with children of all ages enabling families to remain intact. 
Members of our church family can help by being an Evening or Overnight Host thereby reducing the operational cost so more 
critical support services can be provided for the families. The IHN shelter is located in Worcester at 91 June Street, a three story 
house which provides a safe, secure and loving family-oriented environment for up to six homeless families. 
Evening Host Volunteer(s) [(Sun-Sat) 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm] 

 Dine with the guest families. You can bring a side dish or dessert or provide dinner for everyone. If you are providing dinner 
please call to let the Director know in advance so the families don't make dinner that night [(508) 755-2212]. After dinner 
you can socialize with the guests or plan activities for the children.  

Overnight Host Volunteer(s) [(Sun-Thurs) 7:00 pm to 6:30 am] & [(Fri & Sat) 7:00 pm to 8:30 am]  

 Stay overnight and sleep on cots located in the Director’s or the Case Manager’s offices. You can socialize with the guests 
but most of the time families with young children retire early to their rooms. 

Signup online to volunteer at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-interfaith  
For questions on being a Host Volunteer please contact Janet Pike (508-842-0533)  ̶ mrsbear8@msn.com or Jean Feldkamp (508-
450-0404)  ̶  jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com. 
 

The Care Team Ministry  On behalf of the Care Teams,  I  would like to reiterate to the congregation that the purpose of 

this ministry is to provide care, support, thoughts and deeds of kindness, and many other forms of encouragement such as cards, 
calls, meals, transportation to Church on Sunday or to any other Church related function,  and possibly to a doctor’s appointment if 
needed.  We are ready to help, but don’t always know when help is needed. I hope that you will feel comfortable contacting me 
directly (by email at dasrusl@charter.net or phone at 508-753-1660) or calling the Church at 508-845-7286 and Ellen will relay your 
information. If you feel more comfortable, please have a friend call.  Our Care Teams are made up of many people who do various 
forms of “caring”.  If you need anything, please do not hesitate to contact me or the church. Thank you.  Sue Russell 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Pastoral Relations Committee 
The PRC serves as both an advisory group to the pastor, sharing the ideas, dreams, hopes, expectations and concerns of the 
congregation, and a support group for the pastor.  The committee helps to foster a healthy relationship between the pastor and the 
congregation as we continue our faith journey together.  Please feel free to contact any of the committee members listed below.  We 
welcome your questions, comments or concerns. 

Senior Pastor PRC: 
  

Kathi Buzzell—508.365-1260—kabuzzell11@gmail.com     Dave Russell—508.753.1660—davrusl@aol.com 
Diane Sainsbury—508.393.6276—dgsainsbury@gmail.com  Jay Salsgiver—508.842.2892—jsalsgiverjr@aol.com 

Diane Smith—508.596.7147—dets@roadrunner.com 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-mustard
mailto:mrsbear8@msn.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-interfaith
mailto:jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
 
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
 
Join us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
                               

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Please join us Sunday Mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 

Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

Miss the warm fellowship of friends 

This Sunday! 

 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Interim Associate Minister:  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 

 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Christian Education Director:  Leo Biocchi 
cedirector@fccsm.org  
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 
office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 

  

August 2019 

Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 
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