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Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
A Message from the Senior Pastor
As we adjust to living in unprecedented times, we continue to seek the
guidance and wisdom of the experts to keep us moving forward. There is
 A Message from the
much information and many opinions that we need to consider. We rely on
Senior Pastor
our spiritual and civic leaders to help us keep people safe and make sound,
reasonable decisions about the future, given the circumstances.
 Adventures During
I commend you for your resilience, your loving spirit, and your continued
Covid-19
generosity. In the face of uncertainty the church continues to be church.
We have gathered together in the greatest of hope outdoors and indoors.
 Outdoor Worship
We are learning what it means to physically distance so that we can still
 Sexton Brian Scott
maintain a spirit of love and community. We are making sacrifices that may
Retires
seem unbearable at times, but we trust that in our giving we will receive
new life. God is truly in the midst of it all.
 New Parsonage
There are many challenges that we face during this time of separation
and uncertainty. If trying to maneuver through a pandemic were not
 From the Music
enough, we are experiencing the upheaval of communal life as well. In the
Director
wake of great injustice and brutality people are coming together to speak
 Thank You Notes
out and to call for changes in our public, private, educational and spiritual
institutions that do not contribute to the well-being of all people. More
 Youth Group
specifically, we are examining what we have done to perpetuate racial
injustices. This is not easy. Not everyone is able to do this confessional
 Update from the
work. We will not always do or say the right thing. However we continue to
Reopening Task Force
seek ways to make God’s love and justice real. Dr. Cornell West said, “Never
forget that justice is what love looks like in public” I pray that God will give
us a spirit of humility, perseverance and forgiveness to determine how we
will be part of this unfolding work. We are blessed, through the grace of
God, to be a blessing to each other.
It is difficult to see what is happening in places all over the country. There
are no easy answers to the pain and suffering that has led to this unrest. It
is not easy to admit that we have been part of institutions, including the
church, that have helped to maintain systems that are harmful to our some
of God’s beloved. Christ calls us to bring together people of all races,
tongues, creeds, and orientations to build up the body of Christ in all its
glorious diversity. The church through the ages has not always been an
instrument of peace. Too often, we have joined with those who put power
and privilege above the way of Jesus. This is not easy to reconcile. If we
can be honest both personally and communally about our past then we will certainly experience a future marked by
God’s justice.
We invite you to speak out and to join the movements that are working for justice in its many forms. We invite you to
prayerfully consider where God is calling you to be a witness for God’s shalom. As we make our way through this time
of separation and isolation we seek ways to engage in meaningful and prayerful dialogue about our future. Even in
these times of physical distancing, we are finding ways to be creative. Where there is a will, God makes a way. Keep the
dialogue going. We continue to hold you in our deep love and prayers.
Faithfully,
Lynne
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Adventures During COVID-19
Below, some members of our FCC congregation share with us how they manage to safely fill their time, enjoy
fellowship and stay positive during these challenging times.

Enjoying a brief but spectacular moment
together on Sunday afternoon at the
historic Porter Gardens — (R-L) Master
Gardener Helen Porter & Tom Porter,
Kathleen & Dave Rocheleau, Dave Lucht &
Sue Baker (behind camera).

Summer Mornings at Community Harvest by Sue and Dave Russell
As the COVID-19 restrictions entered their fourth month, Dave
and I started looking for something that we could possibly do
together within the guidelines of social distancing and the safety
precautions that go along with it. Lucky for us, we received an
email from Community Harvest, and decided to research about
how they are trying to move forward in this time of the
coronavirus pandemic. Learning how this has been a challenge
for them to plant, harvest and prepare all the vegetables and
fruits that are needed to fulfill their enormous mission of helping
to reduce hunger, we decided to give it a try. One morning there,
and we were “hooked”. Everyone is welcomed with “socially
distanced” open arms, everyone is kept busy, everyone is happy,
and everyone is totally and completely appreciated. We have
learned about irrigation of the fields, how they keep the deer
away, how they package and prepare the fruits and vegetables
for transport, how many servings of each vegetable is harvested and prepared each day and what agencies
benefit from the Community Harvest farm. We have put together cardboard boxes to get them ready for the
vegetables that have been harvested for the day, we have banded together collard greens, washed hundreds
of cucumbers, cut the greens off of onions in preparation for transport to the Worcester County Food Bank,
packaged blueberries, sorted through tomatoes, as well as anything else that needs to be done. What is
grown, harvested, and given away to local agencies, by Community Harvest is simply amazing. Our plan is to
spend many, many mornings there until harvest is complete in the fall. For us, it has turned into a completely
rewarding and satisfying experience. We leave there each time with a much deeper understanding and
appreciation for farm life, knowing that the crops continue to grow and produce, but without volunteers to
harvest them, there would be no Community Harvest. They are very much in need of volunteers. If you can
spare a morning or two, please go to their website, www.community-harvest.org, and follow the instructions
to their sign-up genius. You will not regret it.
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Adventures During COVID-19 (Continued)
Midstate Trail by Kathleen and David Rocheleau
When we realized our jobs were pretty much furloughed for a
few months, we decided to take advantage of this "stay-closeto-home" summer by hiking the Midstate Trail. It runs
approximately 92 miles from New Hampshire, through central
Massachusetts to the Rhode Island border. After some research,
we found that we could do it in 5-10 mile contiguous sections by
leaving a car at each end of each day’s leg. It turned out to be a
whole new way to discover beauty within a one-hour drive from
our house.
Our first day took us from the NH border, over Mount Watatic
(a mountain neither of us had ever hiked) on a perfect summer
day. We were hooked! We found that you truly can get away
from it all, close to home. Except for our trips over Mt. Watatic
and Mt. Wachusett when we saw maybe ten people on each
trail, we ran into no more than 20 people total on the whole rest of the trip.
We planned each trip pretty spontaneously; a major criterion was that the day had to have no rain in sight. Since it
was hot, we wanted to travel light, carrying day packs with only water and snacks. Like most days on our trip, the days
we climbed Mt. Watatic, the rock-climbing ledges of Crow Hill in Leominster State Park, and Mt. Wachusett were
perfectly clear, and we could see Boston from the summits. We got right up to the wind turbines in Princeton; we saw
lots of stone walls, massive rocks left behind by glaciers, walked through lush green fern fields and swampy bogs, and
crossed meadows filled with flowers and hay up to our shoulders. We saw lots of bright orange lilies, hawks, a snake,
some llamas, sheep, goats, and heard lots of birds in otherwise silent forests.
In Charlton, less than ½ mile from the Mass Pike, we discovered a historic village with a huge perfectly-preserved
tavern that dates from 1799 (and is now owned by the historical society), saw the birthplace of the dentist who first
demonstrated anesthesia, and crossed under Route 20 through an old cow tunnel.
In a historic part of Sutton, we saw the 4th oldest Baptist church in Massachusetts and a 500-acre farm currently run
by 5 generations of the Whittier family.
There are many beautiful surprises in the 90+ miles through Worcester County between New Hampshire and Rhode
Island. Between June 10th and July 16th, we lost our way a couple of times, picked up some ticks, lost a water bottle, and
fought with bugs in swampy bogs. We stood on the highest point in Worcester County, in the geographic center of the
state, and where 3 states come together. We crossed over 2 dams, passed by or through several large farms, trekked
through or on the edge of 5 state parks, 2 Audubon sanctuaries, 2 Army Corps of Engineers properties, Trustees of the
Reservations property, a Boy Scout camp, 4-H camp, and town-preserved land. We crossed major roads: Routes 122, 2,
140, 9, 20, 90, 12 and 16. We walked on about 17 miles of public roads,
most of them quiet and designated "scenic." We also literally followed
the trail through peoples' back or side yards and walked more than a
mile on a road with no shoulder and traffic whizzing past us, showing
us where development has taken over once wild spaces. We've gained
a new appreciation for this place we've called home for a long time
and are grateful to the people who came before us with the foresight
to preserve wild and green spaces. Although we miss being able to
travel to national parks out west like we’ve done the past few years,
we're really happy that our “Covid Summer Adventure” gave us a
chance to see our "backyard" in a whole new way. The trail continues
another 77 miles through RI to the coast. The ocean may be calling us
to continue on...
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Adventures During COVID-19 (Continued)
FCCSM Golf League Fourteenth Season

Please Hold in Your Prayers…
Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse,
Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Phyllis Rich, Chris Laurson, Gary &
Barb Sampson, Sandy Wilson, Bill Siegmann, Florence Stowe, Donna and Beau Meyer and family.
… also, all military personnel, first responders, health care workers and all who protect and care for us.
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Outdoor Worship

Our Sexton Brian Scott Retires
Brian Scott joined
the staff at First
Congregational
Church in April
2017. His
retirement was
effective on July
26, 2020. We are
grateful for
Brian’s faithful
service to our
church. He has recently moved to a new home in New
Hampshire. We wish him a happy retirement and every
blessing.
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New Parsonage (photo taken 7/27 D.McRae)

From the Music Director
Sunday, September 27 is the first Sunday of Autumn, so our outdoor service is moving to 11:00 AM. It’s also a big
day for music lovers! We are excited to welcome back the Worcester Brass Consort to the Shrewsbury town
common. The quartet will provide music for our outdoor worship service. Bring a picnic lunch and stay for the 1:00
PM Arts on the Green concert (details below).
The stellar jazz duo of Peter H. Bloom, flute, and John Funkhouser,
piano, will make its debut in the Arts on the Green concert series
with an exuberant Duke Ellington Celebration on Sunday September
27 at 1:00 PM in the gazebo on the town common (rain date: Sunday
October 4). We invite you to bring your own chair and even a picnic
lunch to enjoy on the town common. Please bring a mask. Some
disposable masks will be available for those who do not have one.
Bloom and Funkhouser will honor the great Duke Ellington with
classics like Take the A Train, Don’t Get Around Much Anymore,
Caravan, In a Sentimental Mood, and other Ellingtonia including
Cottontail, I’m Beginning to See the Light, Things Ain’t What They
Used to Be by Duke’s son Mercer Ellington, and the lush ballad Chelsea Bridge by Duke’s longtime composing
partner Billy Strayhorn.
Here is what the press has to say about the duo:
Exquisite melody - Jazz Improv
Bloom’s solos on flute and amplified flute are always highlights of a performance - Arts Fuse
Wildly inventive and great fun…Funkhouser can also play with grace and sweetness
– Middletown Eye
Peter and John have performed together for more than 20 years. Both are veterans of the legendary Aardvark
Jazz Orchestra (47th season) and the FiLmprov Ensemble (23rd season). Each of them has impressive credentials
performing nationally and internationally. They play with style and verve.
The Bloom-Funkhouser Duo is managed by Americas Musicworks, Rebecca DeLamotte, director, telephone 617-776-8778,
delamotte-amw@comcast.net Visit: www.americasmusicworks.com
This concert is made possible in part by a grant from the Worcester Cultural Coalition a member of
the Massachusetts Cultural Council.

Youth Group
Youth Group continues to meet for pizza and conversation on Sunday evenings.
~ 5:30-6:30pm ~
Please feel free to contact April Mullins at 774-253-3933 with any questions.
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Gratitude
From Sue and Art More ~ “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted” (Matthew 5:4). Art and I have been comforted by the outpouring of
Prayers and sympathy from our church family, friends, and Care Team on the
passing of Art’s brother, Richie, by a stroke on March 19 in Florida. Because of
Covid-19, it was not possible for us to be there for his brother, which brings its own
stress for the family. We are grateful for our church family who helped us through
this stressful time. In Christian love and gratitude, Sue and Art Moore.
From Carol Gagliardo ~ Thank you so much for the Get-Well cards and the Flowers

From the church ~ Thank you to Kathleen Keohane for her generous donation of a beautiful desk for the office of the
CE Director.

From Stephanie Ambra (Fellowship Ministry, CLT) ~ As we continue our journey through these "unchartered
waters", I would like to say a special thank you to our ministers Lynne and Jim, Curtis (Rachel) and the staff as they
continue to keep us "afloat" and give us direction and hope. In addition to our staff, many thank yous to Paul and Chloe
Sainsbury who continue to spearhead the virtual taping of our Sunday services, Council and CLT, Building & Grounds,
Deacons and the Re-Opening Task Force Committee who continue to meet every week, guide us, and tweak the needs
of FCC-S as needed.
Not everyone has been able to attend the outdoor services being held on Sunday mornings at 9:30 "On the Green", but I
strongly encourage you to join us if you are able. Bring your mask and chair or sit curbside in your car, "social-distance"
and enjoy the beauty of the day while feeling the warmth of our faith community. We have been blessed every week
with sunshine, shade, and a breeze! Some newcomers have found us during the pandemic which we are grateful for, as
we are truly a pillar of the Shrewsbury community that we continue to embrace.

Update from the Reopening Task Force
The Reopening Task Force, comprised of clergy and staff, the Moderator and members of Council, and representatives
of the Diaconate and other committees meets almost weekly to discuss ways that the church can re-open its buildings
and programs to the membership and wider community, adapting to the changing data on the coronavirus pandemic.
To date, the task force had dealt with or is working on the following:
 Developed outdoor and indoor worship protocols
 Developed indoor funeral and wedding protocols
 Permitted indoor youth group activity with safety restrictions
 Secured supplies (masks, hand sanitizer, etc.) and all-in-one Communion cups for safe celebration of this
sacrament
 Established outdoor worship at 9:30 AM as a safer form of in-person Sunday assembly (effective June 21)
 Permitted limited indoor worship at an 11:00 AM as an additional service that will be recorded (effective July 26)
 Drafting protocols for building users and tenants for September
 Negotiating with staff and committees for cleaning and other services for members’ and building users’ safety
 Liaising with the Christian Education committee on providing online and possibly limited in-person CE
instruction
If you have questions, you may email the clergy at any time.
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Join us on Facebook and Instagram!
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury
Instagram: FCCShrewsbury

August/September 2020

Our Mission:
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by
Christ’s teachings. We are committed to reaching out through prayer,
caring, sharing and fellowship.

Please join us Sunday mornings at
9:30 for outdoor Worship on the
Common! After this service, we safely
gather for a brief time of fellowship.
We also have a limited indoor service
at 11:00.
Thank you to our office volunteers!!
Sandy Regnier, Doris Woodfin,
Stanley Holden, Linda Holden
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike
Louise Russell and Elaine Shaw.
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Senior Minister: Rev. Lynne Dolan
ldolan@fccsm.org
Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo
jim@fccsm.org
Director of Music: Curtis Smith
musicdirector@fccsm.org
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse
finance@fccsm.org
Office Administrator: Ellen Jones
office@fccsm.org

