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Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
A Message from the Ministers…
“God is with us.” - Joshua 1:9
“Be kind and tenderhearted toward one another.” – Ephesians 4:32
 A Message from the
Beloved, these are challenging times. When we are faced with adversity we
Ministers
turn to our faith and to each other. We are learning how to be community in
new ways; electronically and through old fashioned methods like calling folks,
 A Message from the
bringing meals or groceries and sending cards. We are exploring how to
Interim Minister
“worship” in new ways and are reminded that church is not the building in
which we gather, but the beloved who come to praise God and minister to each
 Staffing Model
other. We can still do those things even when we are not seated next to each
Update
other in the pews.
Out of concern for the most vulnerable people among us and around us, and
 Meetinghouse
hoping that “social distancing” strategies slow the spread of the Coronavirus,
Minute
the church staff -- in consultation with the members of the Church Leadership
Team (CLT) -- has decided to cancel all in person worship services through
 Online Giving
April 5, Palm Sunday. Per order of the Governor we are to suspend all
gatherings of 25 or more people,that includes faith-based organizations. In
 Holy Week
addition to worshipping differently until at least April 5 we will not have any inperson church events until April 6.
 Curtis and Rachel
We will post an online worship service on our website and Facebook page
Sunday morning so we can gather in virtual space for church as we normally
 Open & Affirming
would. We would love to include your prayers. Please email any prayer
 Save the Dates
requests to Rev. Dolan (ldolan@fccsm.org) or Rev. Matarazzo
(jim@fccsm.org) by Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. and we will do our best to
include them. The service will be taped and edited on Saturday.
It is our intention to continue our Lenten offerings beyond the Lenten season
when we are comfortable meeting in person again. We encourage ministries
to meet by telephone or Skype or other electronic methods until the directive
from the state is lifted. We will communicate with the community any new
developments as they become available. Please check the website
(www.fccsm.org or our Facebook page)
The staff will work from home when possible. You can reach our pastors at
any time by email or phone. Please be in touch. If you are in need of pastoral
care, we can do that virtually until it seems safe to meet again. (Rev. Lynne
Dolan 203-598-1813 ldolan@fccsm.org, Rev. Jim Matarazzo 617-429-7846
jim@fccsm.org) Ellen Jones will be available as needed if you need to reach
her. Please communicate with staff at 508-845-7286 or by their email. The
office will be closed to folks entering the building during this time. Our decisions about the best ways to respond are
changing daily. We will do our best to keep the community informed of any new decisions.
During these days of change and worry, we will work to make personal connections. Our Care Team and ministers will help
in any ways we can. If you need assistance please let us know. We will do all we can to help. We will explore ways to connect
for prayer and presence through Facebook in the days ahead.
“God is with us.” That is a promise from the scriptures. We experience God’s presence through the compassion of others.
“Be kind and tenderhearted toward one another...” -- these words from the scripture are as important now as ever before.
The world needs our kindness and tender hearts.

IN THIS ISSUE

In Christ’s love,
Lynne and Jim

A Message from the Interim Minister
BEHOLD, I SET BEFORE THEE AN OPEN DOOR
The words above come from the Revelation 3:8: “Look, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut.” I first
noticed these words as a boy. They are emblazoned above the arcade of the porch of Boston’s Old South Church. At the time, I was
an acolyte at Trinity Church across the street from Old South. Every time I took the ‘T’ to go to Trinity, I would see these words as I
walked by.
Today, these words are the theme of our Lenten Series focused on the Open and Affirming (“ONA”) process that our
congregation voted to initiate at its recent Annual Meeting. ONA is the UCC designation for those congregations which make a
public covenant of welcome into their full life and ministry to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender
expressions.
Massachusetts was the first state to grant same-sex marriage based on the Supreme Judicial Court ruling in 2004. In response to
this, our church initiated the ONA process 15 years ago. However, this caused controversy and was halted without a vote. Instead, a
vote was passed to allow the sanctuary to be used for same-sex marriages. Some members opted to leave the church due to their
disagreement with this stance. In the years since, much has changed in American society, not the least being the United States
Supreme Court ruling in 2015 that requires all 50 states to grant same-sex marriages and to recognize those granted in other states.
Our church is now re-opening this ONA “door” that was “shut.”
When the ONA concept was first developed in 1985, it was originated by gay, lesbian and bisexual people in the UCC. Later, the
ONA designation expanded to include transgender people. Now, in its 2020 version, it has and expanded much further. It seeks to
welcome and fully include in all aspects of a church’s life and ministry people of “all ages, races, cultures, sexual orientations,
gender identities and expressions, family configurations, economic circumstances, physical, cognitive or emotional abilities,
education, or spiritual and religious traditions.” I borrow these words from the ONA covenant of our neighbors at UCC,
Congregational Boxborough. The ONA designation means that a church agrees to have “open doors” to everyone. The fundamental
reason for this is that every human being is made in God’s divine image and is thus a person of sacred worth.
At our recentDeacons Retreat at Hadwen Park Congregational Church, Worcester, the clergy and deacons worshipped at this
ONA congregation. We then met with Hadwen’s LGBT Asylum Task Force, the only one of its kind in the United States. The Task
Force provides housing, economic support, and legal assistance to asylum seekers who cannot return to their native countries for
fear of persecution or death due to their sexual or gender orientation. We met people from Jamaica, Turkey, and Nigeria. It was a
powerful experience listening to their stories. We also met Hadwen’s confirmation class and youth group members. These
enthusiastic young people talked openly about their support for Hadwen’s ministry and their personal advocacy for LGBT youth. It
filled me with hope to listen to them.
As we prepare for Easter, we are called to reflect in prayer on how we can align our lives with the gospel of Jesus. The GermanAmerican theologian Paul Tillich (1886-1965) reminds us that the essence of the gospel is acceptance. In his most famous sermon,
he said these words: “You are accepted. You are accepted, accepted by that which is greater than you, and the name of which you
do not know. Do not ask for the name now; perhaps you will find it later... Simply accept the fact that you are accepted! If that
happens to us, we experience grace. After such an experience we may not be better than before, and we may not believe more than
before. But everything is transformed.” May this transforming grace be ours as we celebrate the resurrection of its Giver. Christ is
risen! Happy Easter!
For now in this time of pandemic, I will see you online. But hopefully soon, see you in church,
Jim

Staffing Model Update from the Moderator
I have gotten a few questions lately about what is happening with developing the staffing model for our Church, so an update is in
order. The short answer is that the staffing model for the Church is still being developed by the CLT (Church Leadership Team) and
the Church Council. As part of this process Jim Matarazzo, our interim pastor, held listening sessions into the fall. Thank you to the
many people that participated and provided your comments. Jim summarized the comments, and the CLT and the Church Council
had been considering how to proceed. Then our Director of Christian Education resigned, which caused us to think about additional
staffing options. Then it was time to prepare for the Annual Meeting. Since the Annual meeting, the CLT has been actively
discussing options, but there is more work to be done to develop a plan.
The Christian Education (CE) Committee has stepped up and has been running our Sunday School program since December. It is
wonderful that we have such dedicated volunteers with the skills to do this in the short run, but it is not sustainable, as they remind
me every so often. So I feel the pressure to develop a staffing model and then staff to that model, before we burn out our
volunteers.
An adage from the business world is that one hour of planning is worth ten hours of execution. In other words, a good plan will
result in smoother implementation. Although it might seem like it is taking a long time to develop the staffing model, I think it is
worth taking the time to develop a good plan before proceeding. If you want to comment on this issue, please email me at
jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com. Jean Feldkamp
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Meetinghouse Minute

UPCOMING EVENTS
The process of approving and then building the 1766 meetinghouse was
slow and involved the town – unusual to us but typical of the times.
In 1756, a petition was presented to Shrewsbury’s precinct meeting, a
forerunner of what we know as a town meeting. The petitioners requested the
building of a new meetinghouse. In referring to the old 1723 meetinghouse,
the petition says the building is “very small and during ye Summer Season very
much crowded even so much yt (that) many persons are either obliged to stand
or set on ye floor or stairs….” At the 1762 ordination of the church’s second
pastor, Joseph Sumner, the service had to be held outside because the old
church was considered unsafe and far too small to accommodate the crowd.
In early 1762, the precinct agreed to “build a Meeting house on the most
convenient place between the present Meeting house and the Country Road.”
Four years after that, in January 1766, real progress began when the precinct
voted to erect a new 60 by 45 foot meetinghouse—the structure in which we
worship today.
Modern readers may find it odd for the town to be so involved in the
building of a church. In 18th century Massachusetts, the Congregational
Church was the “established church.” No town could be formed without one;
and meetinghouses were built and maintained by the town. A “precinct” or
“parish” was the geographical unit within the town that supported a
meetinghouse; residents of the precinct paid for the upkeep of the building
whether or not they attended the church. Ours was the first meetinghouse in
Shrewsbury and was supported by the first or south precinct. A northern
precinct formed in 1746, erected its own meetinghouse. In 1786, the north
precinct was incorporated as the Town of Boylston.
Comments or questions about this piece should be directed to Sue Baker
(Bkr0000@townisp.com). Sue is part of the Our Story Ministry team.

Virtual Offeratory
For all things come of you, O Lord, and of your own have we given you.
1 Chron. 2-:14
In this time of closed churches, no offering plate is passed. Some churches
have reported that their weekly intake of Sunday offerings since closure
has been reduced by 80%. So, we ask you to please give as you normally
do each Sunday, both pledges and other offerings, , to help the church
weather this strangest of time. You can mail your pledges or offerings to
the church office at 19 Church Road, Shrewsbury, MA 01545. But, the
easiest way is online giving. Simply go to the church website at
www.fccsm.org and on the upper side of the page you will see a
green box that reads Give! Click that link and you will be taken to
another website that will enable you to make your Sunday offerings
electronically. Thank you for supporting the ministries of First
Congregational Church during the coronavirus pandemic.
In health and hope,
Lynne & Jim
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April 5
Palm Sunday Online Service

April 9
Maundy Thursday TBD

April 9-10
Prayer Vigil TBD

April 10
Good Friday Service TBD

April 12
Easter Services TBD

May COG Deadline:
Monday, April 13
Publication: April 22

Gather as Christians…
Leah Circle is open to all women of the church. We meet on the second Wednesday of each month at
7:15pm in the Parlor unless otherwise noted. Come when you can. We continue collecting “Blanche’s
Pennies” to support Abbey’s House, Sage Place, Mustard Seed, as well as other needs and activities of the
church. Join us this year for evenings of fellowship and fun. Please note the April meeting date has changed to
April 8 due to Holy Week. This month’s meeting will be about books – our favorites, suggested new books, or
maybe books to buy for gifts. Hostesses are Jane Farina and Linda Holden.

Martha Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30am in the Adkins Room, unless
otherwise noted. It is open to all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting
fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers and are engaged in many goodwill projects and
fundraising to benefit the church and community. For information, contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421.

Curtis & Rachel
The congregation happily celebrated the
wedding of our own Curtis Smith held at Coffee
Hour on March 1!

Labyrinth
The labyrinth
may be canceled
this year. We
are looking at our
options.
Thanks for
understanding.
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Study and Learn…
High School Youth Group
April
April 5 – Palm Sunday; no YG meeting for Holy Week
April 9 - Maundy Thursday at 7:30pm
April 10 - Good Friday Ecumenical Service at 12:00pm
April 12 – Easter Services; Cinnamon Buns Fundraiser 6:30am, 9am, 11am…No pm YG meeting
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0549aaa92ea0f94-easter1
April 19 – No YG, School Vacation Week
April 26 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm, Mission Trip T-shirt design
Mother’s Day "Sweet Treat" Bouquet Fundraiser for Youth Group Mission Trip!
One great way of letting your mom know how much you appreciate her is through the gift of sweets. For Mother’s Day
on May 10, our high school youth group will be offering the congregation a chance to purchase a Mother’s Day "Sweet
Treat" Bouquet after worship. The prices of the bouquet will be $10 and $15. All proceeds go directly toward the high
school youth group’s mission trip this June in New Rochelle, NY. Thank you for your support!

Middle School Youth Group
All youth and their friends in grades 5-8 are welcome to join us. We will share dinner, discussion and fun together. We
will meet the 4th Friday of the month from from 5:30 to 7:00pm through May. In June we will plan a special end of the
year celebration. Please let Rev. Lynne Dolan ldolan@fccsm.org or Jenn Shaw jiffer2@townisp.com know if you have
any questions.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Open and Affirming Opportunities
The deacons and pastors attended a retreat on Sunday, March 8th at the Hadwen Park UCC Church in Worcester. The church has
an active ministry for LGBTQ+ people who are seeking asylum from persecution in their country of origin. In addition, they have
been an Open and Affirming congregation since 2004. During their absence, Rev. Cindy Maybeck preached to our congregation by
sharing her wonderful and heartfelt story. Both experiences were transformative and appreciated by everyone who participated. As
soon as we are able we will resume our learning and sharing opportunities as we move through this process.
The church staff and the ONA Task Force have put together many opportunities in the weeks prior to the proposed
Congregational Meeting on May 31. At this time, we do not know when we will be able to resume these activities. As soon as we
resume gatherings at the church, we will publish a revised schedule of events. In the meantime, we invite you to explore what Open
and Affirming means for other churches. The UCC website (www.ucc.org) has many resources that you may find helpful. As
always, we welcome your prayers as we move through this time of discernment.

Open and Affirming Task Force
At the Annual Meeting, a motion was made and passed to have a vote by June 1, 2020 whether our church would be an Open and
Affirming (ONA) congregation. Since then, an ONA Task Force has been formed to organize the steps leading to the vote. The Task
Force has met and assembled several events in which the congregation will have opportunities to learn what it means to become an
ONA church and to participate in discussions. Meanwhile, our pastors assembled a Lenten Series addressing aspects of being an
ONA congregation. Part of the ONA process is to create an ONA statement defining what ONA means to our Church. The
statement will be brought to a membership vote at an all-church meeting scheduled after the worship service on May 31, 2020.
There will be no absentee ballots - only members in attendance will be given a ballot.
Thank you to our task force for your time and dedication to moving our church forward together: Debbie Alger, Kathi Buzzell,
Rev. Lynne Dolan, Moderator Jean Feldkamp, Bev Fletcher, Rev. Jim Matarazzo, Cindy Maybeck, Candice McRae, Tara McRae,
Isabella Montalvo, Paul Mullins, Marie Murphy, and Helen Porter.
***SAVE THE DATE***
MAY 31, 2020
ALL CHURCH VOTE TO APPROVE OPEN AND AFFIRMING STATEMENT
If you wish to take part in the vote, please make plans to be here on that day. There will be no absentee ballots - only
members in attendance will be able to vote.
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Pray, Care, Share…
Please Hold in Your Prayers…
Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Jay Dev
Chandra, Joie Hodge, Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Phyllis
Rich, Chris Laurson, Gary & Barb Sampson, Nedra Billouris, Sandy Wilson, Bill
Siegmann, Richie & Diane Pelletier, Helen Stuart, Donna and Beau Meyer
and family.
… also all military personnel, first responders, and all who protect
and care for us.

Thank you from Frances Johnson
Thank you so much for the many beautiful cards and flowers which I have
received during my recovery from a broken hip. They helped to lift my spirits!
I hope to resume my membership soon. With love, Frances Johnson

Thank you from Joe Frank
I wish to express my sincere thanks for the many caring thoughts and
prayers I received on the recent passing of my brother, Robert Michael.
Sincerely, Joe Frank

Save the Dates!
The 35th annual Central Mass Housing Alliance Walk for the Homeless will
take place on Sunday, May 17, 2020 at Elm Park in Worcester. This important
fundraising effort supports programs such as Catholic Charities Family Shelter,
Central Mass Housing Alliance, Homeless Prevention Programs, Interfaith
Hospitality Network/Friendly House and St. Johns Food for the Poor.
Information regarding the walk and registration can be found at
walkforthehomeless.org. There will also be information in the weeks ahead at
the Hope for Housing table in Gifford Hall during coffee hour. Please join us in
helping to prevent homelessness.
Please save Saturday, June 13 from 9:00 am to 12
Noon, as a group of volunteers from our church will
once again travel to the Community Harvest
Project farm in Grafton for a volunteer project. As
you recall the farm grows fresh vegetables and
produce which are given to food pantries throughout Worcester County.
Last fall, a group of approximately 20 volunteers for my church spent the
morning at the farm and had such a good time they have asked for more
opportunities. Save the date! Sign-up sheets will be available beginning the first
Sunday of May! Contact Larry Iannetti if you have any questions.
(LarryIannetti@yahoo.com)
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NEED TO KNOW

Pastoral Care
If you are sick or in the hospital,
please let us know so that we can
check in on you. Please email the
church office (office@fccsm.org)
or leave a message for the pastor
at (508) 845-7286.

Prayer Requests
We are happy to hold you or
someone you know in our prayers,
please let us know if you need our
assistance.

Heroes Needed!
The Care Team outreach program
called “Carpool Heroes” is looking
for volunteers to help with rides to
Sunday worship or any church
activities. Your commitment
could only be once every other
month. If you would like to
volunteer … or need a ride to
church or a church activity …
please call Janet Fotiadis at
(508) 873-1346.

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury

Weekly
Shrewsbury Ringers–Wednesdays 6:30pm
Parish Pealers-Wednesdays 7:30pm
Senior Choir–Thursdays 7:15pm
Chimers-Fridays 3:45pm
Youth Choir-Fridays 4:00pm

Monthly
Deacons-1st Tuesdays 7pm
Prayer Group-3rd Sundays 10:30am

Serve God and Our Neighbor…
The Care Team Ministry

On behalf of the Care Teams, I would like to reiterate to the congregation that the
purpose of this ministry is to provide care, support, thoughts and deeds of kindness, and many other forms of
encouragement such as cards, calls, meals, transportation to Church on Sunday or to any other Church related function,
and possibly to a doctor’s appointment if needed. We are ready to help, but don’t always know when help is needed. I
hope that you will feel comfortable contacting me directly (by email at dasrusl@charter.net or phone at 508-753-1660)
or calling the Church at 508-845-7286 and Ellen will relay your information. If you feel more comfortable, please have a
friend call. Our Care Teams are made up of many people who do various forms of “caring”. If you need anything, please
do not hesitate to contact me or the church. Thank you. Sue Russell

Hands for Hope Our fun and friendly group meets on the fourth Monday of the month, in the Parlor from 10 am
until 11:30.Please join us for knitting, sewing and fellowship!

Hope for Housing Your Support Can Make a Difference: John and Terri are the parents of a young child and have
lived in Webster for the last 10 years in the same apartment. Both were working fulltime and making a good living
when life changed. In 2017, John had a stroke. His recovery has been slow and he has had many complications. Terri
lost her job in 2018 due to taking too much time off to care for her husband. John has applied for SSI and is waiting for
approval. Once this is approved, it will lift a big weight off the family. John and Terri have been able to pay the rent but
after that there is no money left for other monthly expenses. They owed National Grid $298.00 and if not resolved the
utilities would be shut off. Terri came to CMHA to meet with a Housing Counselor. CMHA was able to able to use HFH
funds to avoid the shut off. Hope for Housing assisted with $150.00 and Terri and John paid the rest.
We are able to help people like John and Terri by selling Gift Cards. Last year we sold over $18,000 in gift cards which
provided more than $900 to the HFH fund. Each gift card we sell provides a 5 % to 10% return to the HFH fund for just
selling the gift card.
Gift Cards available for purchase:
Stop & Shop---$50 or $100
Shaw’s---$50 or $100 Hannaford---$50
Big Y---$50
CVS---$20
Dunkin' Donuts ---$10 or $25
Panera---$10 or $25
*We will now be selling gift cards on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month beginning March 1st unless otherwise
noted. Please consider purchasing gift cards if you normally shop at these places. Thank you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mustard Seed The March 4th Mustard Seed dinner was a wonderful success! Thank you.
* Cooks: Collen Tipple, Marty Leroux, Fran Garofoi, Jerry Haiy, Ed Molyneaux, & Steve Tougas
* Bakers: Darcy Connors & Mom Deb DelDotto, Jean Feldkamp, Kathi Buzzell, Sue Russell, Kathleen Rochleau &
Elizabeth McRae
* Servers: John & Stephanie Ambra, Dave & Elizabeth McRae
* Leah Circle for providing the aluminum baking pans
Our next scheduled Mustard Seed meal will be May 6.
Volunteer Openings:
May 6, 2020
(4) Cooks, (1) Bakers
Sign-up on online to volunteer at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-mustard or on the Mustard
Seed's sign-up sheet located in Gifford Hall. For more information, please contact
Janet Pike at 508-842-0533 or Email mrsbear8@msn.com.
Mustard Seed's small food pantry is open on Wednesdays and serves many local families and homeless individuals in
need of supplemental foods. Non-perishable food donations that are needed: Breakfast cereal, Tuna fish, pasta,
tomato sauce, Peanut Butter, canned vegetables, canned soup, and Mac & Cheese. Food donations can be placed in the
box located by Mustard Seed’ signup sheet in Gifford Hall. Thank you to everyone who donated food this month. We
were able to provide 6 full grocery bags to Mustard Seed’s food pantry! Your donations are very much appreciated.
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Return Service
Requested

Join us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury

April 2020

Our Mission:
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by
Christ’s teachings. We are committed to reaching out through prayer,
caring, sharing and fellowship.
Senior Minister: Rev. Lynne Dolan
ldolan@fccsm.org

Please join us Sunday mornings at
9:30 for Worship & Sunday School!
Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t
miss the warm fellowship of friends
this Sunday!
Thank you to our office volunteers!!
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow
Stanley Holden, Linda Holden
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike
Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw,
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin
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Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo
jim@fccsm.org
Director of Music: Curtis Smith
musicdirector@fccsm.org
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse
finance@fccsm.org
Office Administrator: Ellen Jones
office@fccsm.org
Sexton: Brian Scott

