
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
 First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury         April 2019 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

A Message from the Pastor… 
Lent is a special season of reflection and renewal.  We hope you have had 
the chance to include the Lenten Devotional as part of your spiritual 
practice.  There are still two sessions in the Lenten series entitled “Living 
Into Aging and Dying.”  On Monday evening, April 1 come learn how to 
express your end of life wishes as we become acquainted with the Five 
Wishes Document that can serve as one’s advance directive. We are 
grateful to Dr. Harvey Clermont and Beth Anne Doan who will offer 
leadership for this session as well as the final gathering on April 8.  On the 
final evening, Dr. Clermont, a Shrewsbury resident and retired physician will 
provide information and resources about care options, hospice care and 
other resources that are available to us when the time comes to make such 
decisions.   
 

April 14 is Palm Sunday.  Please join us for worship at 9:30 where we will 
remember in dramatic fashion Jesus’ triumphal entry and begin the sacred 
journey through Holy Week.  Below you will find a schedule of the Holy 
Week events to which you may want to participate.  Blessings as together 
we make our way through this sacred time.  

April 14 Palm Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.   Palms will be distributed and   
the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry will be shared. 

April 18  Maundy Thursday Worship 7:30 p.m.  Please join us to 
experience the ritual of handwashing, Holy Communion and the Office of 
Tenebrae.  Special music will be offered. 

April 18-19 Prayer Vigil    After the completion of the Maundy Thursday 
service the sanctuary will be open for continual prayer until 11 a.m. Friday 
morning.  Please sign up for as many half hour slots as you would like on 
the board in Gifford Hall 

April 19  Good Friday worship service, 12:00 noon St. Mary’s Catholic   

                        Church, 640 Main Street, Shrewsbury.  Families are welcome 

April 21 Easter Sunday Worship 

 6:15 Sunrise Service led by the Confirmation Class, Mountain View   

                        Cemetery 

        9:00  Easter Worship with the Worcester Brass Consort, FCC choirs  

and Shrewsbury Ringers 

                   11:00  Easter Worship with the Worcester Brass Consort, FCC Choirs  

                                                                                                                   and Shrewsbury Ringers 

In addition to worship on Easter morning, the Youth Group will continue their tradition of offering Cinnamon Buns for 
your enjoyment.  Please consider taking some delicious buns home and making a contribution to help 
support their mission trip to Farmington, Maine in June.  
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Sharing the Love from the 30 Hour Famine 
Getting a group of people willing to go without food or even taking 30 hours to recognize food scarcity with more 
than half of those involved being teenagers is quite a challenge.  However that is what happened when FCC got a 
group of us to participate and sleep over the church in solidarity together. 

Lynne's message to us is important! Knowing you can't eat or drink whatever and whenever you want is hard!! We 
had people playing hockey with hungry bellies! We tried to build a shelter with hungry bellies! We talked and 
laughed knowing there was ice cream in the freezer!  

Now, imagine a week of being hungry, or a month, or a year? That seems impossible, but people do it EVERY 
SINGLE DAY in this world. Being an effective communicator is something I think I'm good at, but doing that while 
I'm hungry? Not so much.  

Spread the news, food scarcity, access to fresh water is not equal to all humans. What's our part in making this 
more accessible? Is it praying, mission, money? All of these things make it better. Let's all do what we can. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Story Ministry 
aka: The Historians 

 

Last fall, the Our Story Ministry team collected donations of unwanted sterling silver items from members.  The 
“Silver Drive” raised a total of $859.  The proceeds will be used for the preservation and storage of church archives as 
well as programs related to FCCSM history.  As a result of these efforts, acid-free files and storage boxes will soon be 
filled with a variety of church documents and records, thereby preserving them for future generations. 
 
The team is grateful for the congregation’s response to the “Silver Drive” and for the help of Sachs Jewelers of 
Shrewsbury, which oversaw the silver refinery process at a much reduced rate. 
 
Your Historians:  Jane Farina, Susannah Baker, Elaine Shaw, Nancy Burnett, Jennifer Shaw, Linda Russell, Rena 
Mayberry, Dot Perkins, Carol Baker 
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Earth Stewardship:  Important Changes Coming to 
Recycling in Shrewsbury in 2019 

The future of recycling in the US has become less clear since China announced in 
2017 that they are no longer importing recyclable materials.  China cited that 
western lots of recyclables are often contaminated and do not meet their tighter 
quality standards. This renders our recyclables useless as a raw material. 
 

While some US communities have since had to scale down or eliminate their 
recycling programs, Shrewsbury is making changes to improve ours.  The Earth 
Stewardship Ministry would like to highlight the following up-coming changes to 
the curbside recycling program in Shrewsbury: 

 At their meeting on January 19, 2019, the Board of Selectmen discussed 
a new contract with Waste Management for solid waste and recycling 
services in Town. The new contract and hauler will begin in July 2019.  
Significant changes will include weekly recycling (alternating comingled 
one week, mixed paper the next), pick-up of white goods, and two weeks 
for Christmas tree pickup. 

 At their February 12, 2019 meeting, the Board adopted a Curbside 
Textiles Recycling Program. This program would allow residents to place 
an unlimited amount of bags of textiles and other small approved items 
in designated pink bags provided free of charge. Information will be sent 
to all residents before implementation of the program before summer 
2019.  Shrewsbury is partnering with Waste Zero and Simple Recycling to 
provide this no-cost curbside collection of unwanted home items. 
 

Of course, the best solution to reducing the amount of recycling we turn out each 
year is to buy less product packaging.  Consider, for example, using a re-usable 
water bottle, buying a two-pound container of yogurt instead of eight single-
serving cups, or bringing your own leftover take-home containers to the 
restaurant.  Small actions by everyone can add up to a big benefit for our 
environment. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Occasional Choir… The Occasional Choir will sing at the Maundy Thursday 
service on April 18th at 7:30 PM. Join us for rehearsal in the Sanctuary at 11:00 
AM on the following days: March 24, April 7 and 14. Contact Music Director 
Curtis Smith musicdirector@fccsm.org for more information. 
 

Occasional Kid’s Choir… Sing with us on Easter!: The Occasional Kids' 
choir will begin practices on Sunday, March 24 at 11:00am. All children grades 
K through 6 are invited to join the Training choir in the choir room to learn a 
song to be sung at the Easter Sunday services. Occasional Kid singers will 
rehearse until 11:30am. No singing experience necessary. Contact Jennifer 
Shaw with questions. Jiffer2@townisp.com . 

 

 

 

March 30 
We Can Recycling Event 

 

 
 

March 31 
Parsonage Listening Session 

 

 
 

April 6 
Shrewsbury Town Wide Clean-Up 

 

 
 

April 7 
Parsonage Listening Session 

 

 
April 14 

Palm Sunday 

 
April 18 

Maundy Thursday / Prayer Vigil 
 

 
April 21 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Worcester Brass consort 

Cinnamon Bun Fundraiser 

 
April 28 

Congregational Meeting 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

COG Deadline for May 
April 15 

Published 
April 24 

See you then volunteers! 

Easter Brass! We are excited to welcome back the Worcester Brass 
Consort for both the 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM Easter Sunday services on 
April 21st! They will be featured together with the Shrewsbury 
Ringers, Senior Choir, Youth Singers and Training Choir. We welcome 
everyone to join in singing the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's 
Messiah on Easter Sunday morning. Copies of the Hallelujah Chorus 
are available electronically. Limited paper copies will be available. 
Email Curtis Smith at musicdirector@fccsm.org for details. 

mailto:musicdirector@fccsm.org
mailto:Jiffer2@townisp.com
mailto:musicdirector@fccsm.org
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Gather as Christians… 
 
 
 

 

Friendship Tables 
Have you seen? Have you heard? 

Tables of friendship have appeared on Sundays  

to encourage our congregation to meet new people  

for coffee and conversation during our time of fellowship. 

Wherever you are on life's journey, you are welcome here! 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Can We Talk? 
A new fellowship group is forming, the fruit of conversations among a few church friends, now and then, here and there.  It 
seems we women ‘of a certain age’ are dealing with new challenges, new issues, new expectations since last we held group 
discussions, and we long to have companionship along the way.  We’ve never passed this way before, so to whom do we 
reach out for advice or wisdom or a good laugh when we’re perplexed?  Or when our own bodies suddenly betray us and we 
can’t recall what we ate for breakfast?  We used to be quite confident, and now we’re not sure what’s next. 

Many writers have wrestled with these issues, and they encourage us to enjoy, to thrive, to rejoice in each day.  But 
sometimes we forget!   How can we develop new awareness of the amazing gift of our lives, in the middle of the muddle?  
What can we learn from each other?  Can we re-discover our girlhood fascination with nature or babies or butterflies or 
fabrics or foods or beauty of some kind?  How do we define beauty, anyway?  How would you describe what form of beauty 
particularly speaks to you?  How important is it to you in your everyday life?   

If you resonate with our musings, you are welcome to join us.  Our next gathering will be on Wednesday, April 9, 11:30 am to 
1:00 pm, in the Adkins Room (elevator available).  Bring a brown bag lunch for yourself.  We’ll provide drinks and cookies. 

Wendy Driscoll,  Rena Mayberry,   Marie Murphy and   Janet Trippi 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Leah Circle  meets on the second Wednesday at 7:00pm in the Parlor.  We have invited Missy Hollenback to speak at our 

meeting on April 10.  In honor of Earth Day, we are going to discuss "Things Green!" Missy is a valued member of WeCan and 
a founder of the Shrewsbury Farmer's Market. She is an environmental leader in our community. Come and be a part of the 
conversation. Refreshments will be served. 
 

Martha Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30am in the Adkins Room.  It is open to all women 

of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in educational 
speakers and are engaged in many goodwill projects and fundraising to benefit the church and community.  For 
information, contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421. 

 

Church Candids… 
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Study and Learn… 
Confirmation Program 

April 7- 6:00 meeting with mentors to prepare faith statements 
April 14- 6:00 meeting (faith statement preparation) 
April 18 -  Maundy Thursday at 7:30p 
April 19 -  Good Friday Ecumenical Service at 12:00p.m. St. Mary’s Church 
April 21 –Lead Easter Sunrise Service 6:15 a.m. Cinnamon Buns Fundraiser, no class 
April 28- 6:00-8:00  We will share a light supper and presentation of Faith Statements with Mentors and Deacons 
  
 

High School Youth Group 
April 07 – Mission Trip Info Meeting at 7:00pm, new parents invited 
April 14 – Palm Sunday; no YG meeting for Holy Week 
April 18 -  Maundy Thursday at 7:30pm 
April 19 -  Good Friday Ecumenical Service at 12:00pm  St. Mary’s Church 
April 21 – Easter Services; Cinnamon Buns Fundraiser 6:15am, 9am, 11am…No pm YG meeting 
April 27 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm, Mission Trip T-shirt design 

Youth Fundraisers! 
 Youth Mission Trip Cinnamon Bun Fundraiser: Once again our amazing youth will be serving freshly made and 

delectably delicious cinnamon buns during coffee hour after all three Easter services! All donations will go 
directly toward the youth group’s annual mission trip. This year, our youth will be returning to Farmington, ME 

 If you miss this fundraiser, don’t worry there will be more opportunities to help out.  Here is a preview of our last 
few fundraisers: 

 Mother’s Day flower bouquets: $10 will get you a beautiful bouquet of flowers to give that special woman in 
your life. Card included! 

 Father’s Day Detailing:  get the favorite someone in your life a car that’s cleaned (vacuumed out, windshield 
washed, tires wiped down and spiffed up).  We are hoping to offer this on two days this year, Saturday and 
Sunday. Price to be determined.   

 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

 
Christian Education 

Important Dates Coming Up: 

April 7 - Final family service of the year  

April 14 - Shrewsbury Public Schools vacation begins, group activities only for SS  

April 18 - Maundy Thursday service 7:30 p.m. 

April 19 - Good Friday Ecumenical service noon at St. Mary’s in Shrewsbury 

April 21 - Easter Sunday: sunrise service 6:15 a.m., 9:00am, and 11:00am. No Sunday School, nursery care provided.  

April 28 - Full Sunday School  

May 4 - Family Game Night (tentative date)  

May 5 - Confirmation Sunday, Full Sunday School, except Middle School who remain in worship 

May 12 - Full Sunday School  

May 19 - Full Sunday School  

May 26 - Memorial Day weekend, group activities only  

June 2 - Children and Graduating Sunday, scholarships awarded for HS and college graduates, kids carnival activities        

 outside, teachers are thanked. 

Leo Biocchi 

Director of Christian Education  
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Pray, Care, Share… 
 

Angel Awakenings… 
 Blessings to persistent angels that clean out closets and 

rearrange cupboards so we can welcome our friends and 
neighbors to share our space  

 Blessings to adults who walk with confirmation students as they 
wrestle with their faith and witness to ways we embody our 
commitment to Christ 

 Blessings to the faithful who shovel and sprinkle and clear away 
snow on a stormy morning so we can receive the word of God.  
Blessings to those familiar with modern technology so we can 
view the wonderful message that we may have missed by having 
to stay at home.  
 
 

 

Two Great Earth Stewardship Opportunities 
WeCan Recycling Event   

The Earth Stewardship Ministry would like to share news 
that a re-use and recycling event for electronics, #6 block 
Styrofoam, textiles and more is occurring on Saturday, 
March 30th from 10 AM to 1 PM.  The event will be held on 

the grounds of Tufts University in North Grafton. Residents from all 
towns are welcome. More details can be found on the flyers posted 
around church or online at wecan-ma.org.  If you would like to volunteer 
to help at this event, please sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094caeaa2da20-march. 
 

Annual Shrewsbury Town Wide Clean-Up 
On Saturday, April 6th (rain/snow date April 13th) from 9 - 11 am, 
Shrewsbury will hold its annual Town Wide Clean-Up in which various 
groups pitch in to pick up trash and debris that has accumulated over the 
winter in parks and other town locations.  Earth Stewardship is 
organizing a team from our church to help in this event.  For the past 
several years, the FCCSM team has helped to clean up Dean Park, and we 
may be assigned to that location again this year.  This is a great way for 
Confirmation Class students to earn community service hours!  If you’re 
interested in helping out this year, please email Paul Dobner at 
pdobner@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

R 

Pastoral Care 
If you are sick or in the hospital, 
please let us know so that we can 
check in on you.  Please email the 
church office (office@fccsm.org) 
or leave a message for the pastor 
at  
(508) 845-7286. 
 

Prayer Requests 
We are happy to hold you or 
someone you know in our 
prayers, please let us know if you 
need our assistance. 
 

Shrewsbury Channel 28 
Local access broadcast of Sunday 
services are on: 

Thursdays at 9:00 AM 
Fridays at 10:30 PM 
Mondays at 9:30 PM 

For those not in town, please 
check Shrewsbury Media 
Connection Video Library and 
search for “FCC” or SPAC 
Facebook page. 
 

Heroes Needed! 
The Care Team outreach program 
called “Carpool Heroes” is 
looking for volunteers to help 
with rides to Sunday worship or 
any church activities.  Your 
commitment could only be once 
every other month.  If you would 
like to volunteer … or need a ride 
to church or a church activity … 
please call Janet Fotiadis at (508) 
873-1346. 
  

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury  

 

NEED TO KNOW 

http://wecan-ma.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094caeaa2da20-march
mailto:pdobner@gmail.com
mailto:office@fccsm.org
https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury
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Serve God and Our Neighbor… 
 

The Care Team Ministry  On behalf of the Care Teams,  I  would like to reiterate to the members of the 

congregation,  that the purpose of this ministry is to provide care, support, thoughts and deeds of kindness, 
and many other forms of encouragement in the form of cards, calls, meals, transportation to Church on 
Sunday or to any other Church related function,  and possibly to a doctor’s appointment if needed.  We are 
ready to help, but we don’t always know when help is needed.  Sometimes we learn of the need only after the 
fact.   I am hoping that you will feel comfortable calling or emailing me directly or calling the Church office, if a 
need arises. If you feel more comfortable, please have a friend call.  Our Care Teams are made up of many 
people who do various forms of “caring”.  If you need anything, please do not hesitate to call me at 508-753-
1660 or email me at dasrusl@charter.net.  Or you can call the Church at 508-845-7286, and Ellen will relay 
your information. Thank you.  Sue Russell 
 

Mustard Seed  March 6th Mustard Seed dinner was a wonderful success!  Thank you to all volunteers: Hugh 

Adams, John Ambra, Stephanie Ambra, Kathi Buzzell, Darcy Connors, Deb Del Dotto, Jean Feldkamp, Norma 
Garcia, Roberta Jelinch, Emma Krause, Emily Pike, Don Robinson, Peggy Robinson, Dave Russell, Sue Russell, 
Colleen Tipple, and Leah desserts.         

Mustard Seed also has a small food pantry open on Wednesdays that serves many local families and 
individuals in need of supplemental foods. They are currently asking for peanut butter and cereal 
donations as these foods are high in nutrition and do not require refrigeration.  Donations can be placed in 
the marked box by the Mustard Seed’s signup sheet in Gifford Hall.   

There are opportunities for 5 volunteers to Cook on Wednesday April 3, 2019. Mustard Seed’s volunteer 
signup sheet is located in Gifford Hall by the name tags. Questions on volunteering for Mustard Seed please 
contact Janet Pike (508) 842-0533 or email mrsbear8@msn.com . 
 

Hands for Hope  This past year, we once again made stoles for the confirmands.  We are planning another 

sew-a-thon to assemble dresses, shorts and kerchiefs.  Our prayer shawls and baby blankets are under way. 
Our sweaters for Tanzania keep pouring in!  The new Izzy Doll projects provide much entertainment for their 
creators as each is unique.  Please come and join us.  We meet on the fourth Monday of the month, in the 
Parlor from 10 am until 11:30. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Avis Kemp/Olson Scholarship 

Avis Kemp/Olso Scholarship applications are available beginning March 1 for those who are planning to 
continue their education.  The forms can be obtained by contacting the church office (office@fccsm.org) or 
found on our church website.  Applications MUST be returned to the church office on or before 2:00pm on 
Thursday, April 18. 
 

 

mailto:dasrusl@charter.net
mailto:mrsbear8@msn.com
mailto:office@fccsm.org
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
 
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
 
Join us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
                               

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Please join us Sunday Mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 

Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

Miss the warm fellowship of friends 

This Sunday! 

 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Christian Education Director:  Leo Biocchi 
cedirector@fccsm.org  
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 

finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 

office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 

  

April 2019 

Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 
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