
 

  

 



 

2 

Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 
encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 
each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 
someone contact you. 

 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All are 
welcome. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service. Our Welcome 
Center in Gifford Hall is the place to learn about church programs, ministr ies, and 
opportunities to volunteer and make a difference. Find out more about this church and our faith at 
an Information Session led by Rev. Dolan.  
 

Deacon       Bev Fletcher 
Lay Reader     Jean Feldkamp 
Refreshments    Youth Ministry & Teens  
Flowers this Week  The flowers are by Bev Fletcher in memory of her husband David   
          Fletcher. 
  

Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 
 Experience a place where God is still speaking 
 Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 
 Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 
 Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 
 Experience a place of joy 
 

 

 

 

For children during worship: 

 Activity baskets are available in the 
far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

 Children’s bulletins are available 
from an usher. 

 

Childcare is provided  
For all children birth through three years 
old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 
show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 
Units for the hearing impaired  
Available on the back table. 
 

 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 
available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 
pew. Members pray during the week over 
your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 
in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 
Request Box on the table in the rear of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 
phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 
basket by the name tag racks. 
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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Rev. Dr. James M. Matarazzo, Jr., Interim Pastor 
jim@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 
cedirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Adkins, Pastor Emeritus 
 

 
 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 
teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 
sharing and fellowship. 
 
 

First Congregational Church 
19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 
Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 
 

www.fccsm.org 
Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
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CALENDAR 
A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 

GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~HMR: Halliday Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 
S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  08/04 9:30 am  Sunday Worship/Smith Baptism 
    11:00 am  New Member Info Session & Brunch-C 
 
                      
Monday  08/05 10:30 am  Parkinson’s Chorus-C 
     
 
Wednesday 08/07 9:30 am  Staff Meeting 
    7:00  pm  Summer Cinema-Theatre 
 
 
Thursdaay 08/08 7:00 pm  Bell Rehearsal 
 
 
Sunday  08/11 9:30 am  Sunday Worship/Goodwin Baptism 
        Rev. Dolan’s last Sunday before Sabbatical 

 
 

Please note:  
The painting of Gifford Hall will take place from August 5 through August 9. 
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 
United Church of Christ 

 

Sunday, August 4, 2019 
9:30 a.m.  

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  

During the months of June, July and August, childcare is offered in two formats: the nursery opening at 
9:15 for ages 0-6 and a group session in Cushing Hall for all other ages. Full-time Sunday School 

ministry will resume on September 15, 2019. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Prelude “Azael’s Song from the Prodigal Son”      C. Debussy  
                                    

Gather 
 

Call to Worship  
    Leader:  Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God. 
 People:  For once we were lost and felt so far away; now we have been found  
      and welcomed home. 

 Leader:  Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever. 
 People:  We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope! 
 Leader:   Let us celebrate and praise the God of Love. 

 All:     Amen. 
 

*Hymn #101, NCH   “Comfort, Comfort O My People” Parishioner’s Request 
 

Prayer of Confession (inspired by Proverbs 1:20-33) 

 We long for wisdom, O Lord, but prefer that it be our own. We turn away from 
 the ideas of others and ignore the possibility and promise that come from life 
 together with you. Most of all, we drown out your gift of Wisdom as she seeks to 
 get our attention, for we believe that we know better or would prefer to decide 
 where we make her welcome. Forgive us, loving God. Bring an end to the self-
 righteousness that ignores you, and awaken us anew to the Wisdom that comes 
 only from you. Show us how to walk in your ways and listen to your promise 
 each and every day. Amen 
 

Assurance of Grace 
 Friends, hear this great good news: God continually shows us another way.  God’s 
 mercy is as wide as the ocean.  God’s desire to forgive is unfailing. So let your  hearts 
 receive the outpouring of God’s love through the Holy Spirit. 
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Special Music: “Panis Angelicus”                C. Frank 
                        Elizabeth McRae 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Ethan Hunter Smith 

 

Questions of Parents and Sponsors 
 

Congregational Assent 
 Deacon:  Do you, the members of this congregation, representing the worldwide  
      church of Jesus Christ, receive this child into your love and care?     
      Do you promise to uphold and encourage his parents in the fulfillment  
      of their covenant?  If so, please say, “We do.” 
 People:  We do, with God’s help. 
   

Baptism 
 Response: Tune: “Morning Has Broken” 
 

 Ethan, we greet you on this glad morning. 
 Your day of life we now recognize. 
 Here is the water; we are God’s people. 
 Sing we our praises to Christ the Lord. 
    

 Ethan, we name you and with thanksgiving 
 offer our prayers and sing you this song. 
 We are the church, your spiritual family. 
 Sing we our praises to Christ the Lord. 
 

Time With Children   Storytelling:  The Zax by Dr. Seuss 
             

Word 
Reading:  Proverbs 16: 16-24, 32          Page 522, Pew Bible  
 

Sermon:  “Let it Go!”                Rev. Lynne Dolan 
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Seeking Volunteers to Host at IHN for the week of September 15th - 21st 
IHN works in partnership with the interfaith community to provide temporary shelter to 
homeless families with children of all ages enabling families to remain intact. Members 
of our church family can help by being an Evening or Overnight Host thereby reducing 
the operational cost so more critical support services can be provided for the families. 
The IHN shelter is located in Worcester at 91 June Street, a three story house which 
provides a safe, secure and loving family-oriented environment for up to six homeless 
families. 
Evening Host Volunteer(s) [(Sun-Sat) 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm] 

Dine with the guest families. You can bring a side dish or dessert or provide dinner 
for everyone. If you are providing dinner please call to let the Director know in 
advance so the families don't make dinner that night [(508) 755-2212]. After 
dinner you can socialize with the guests or plan activities for the children.  

Overnight Host Volunteer(s) [(Sun-Thurs) 7:00 pm to 6:30 am]  & [(Fri & Sat) 
7:00 pm to 8:30 am]  

Stay overnight and sleep on cots located in the Director’s or the Case Manager’s of-
fices. You can socialize with the guests but most of the time families with young 
children retire early to their rooms. 

Signup online to volunteer at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-interfaith  

For questions on being a Host Volunteer please contact Janet Pike (508-842-0533)   ̶
mrsbear8@msn.com or Jean Feldkamp (508-450-0404)  ̶  jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com. 
 

Eagle Scout Project for Veterans:  My name is Donald Aicardi. I am a Boy Scout 
with Troop 114 that meets at the First Congregational Church.  I am asking for help 
with my Eagle Scout Project. My project is to create welcome packages for veterans 
who are moving from homelessness to transitional housing with the help of Veterans, 
Inc. I would like to thank everyone who has donated items so far. It has really helped 
push my project forward. With the amount of items received here at the church, as well 
as in other places, I have enough to make 80 bins. Just 20 short of my 100 bin goal. I am 
asking you to continue your assistance with donations of items and gift cards. Any form 
of donation is greatly appreciated. Donations can be left in the box in the main hall and I 
will collect them. The full list of items will be displayed next to the box. If you have any 
questions, please email me at donaldva3@gmail.com. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-interfaith
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-interfaith
mailto:donaldva3@gmail.com
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LOOKING AHEAD  
 

Today - New Member Information Session and Buffet Brunch: If you are 
interested in learning more about First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury and/or 
becoming a member of FCC, please join us on  today at 11:00am in the Chapel.  We 
will enjoy a light brunch and share information about the many ministries and 
activities at FCC as well as our membership in the United Church of Christ.  All 
family members are welcome! 
 

Rev. Dolan’s Sabbatical:  Next Sunday, August 11 is Rev. Dolan’s last Sunday 
before she begins her sabbatical.  She will be on sabbatical from August 17-
November 25. During this time the church will be served by the  
Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo.  Upon Lynne’s return Jim will remain with us as interim 
minister.  Please join us to offer our blessings to Lynne and commission Jim to his 
work among us.  
 

Movies and More:  On most Wednesdays at 7:00 pm, we’ll be featuring a film in 
the Youth Room Movie Theatre.  Feel free to ask if you have any questions about 
film ratings or content. Please join us! 
Upcoming:   
  8/7         Ladyhawke (1985) - Matthew Broderick,  Michelle  Pfeiffer  
 

Gift Cards for School Supplies:  Although it is the middle of the summer , it is 
not too early to think about back to school supplies.  To help those parents in our 
community who cannot afford school supplies, the Mission & Outreach Ministry, in 
conjunction with St. Anne’s Human Services, is collecting gift cards to give to those 
parents so they can buy school supplies.  St. Anne’s currently has 186 families 
registered with 241 students in those families.  Gift cards to stores that carry school 
supplies like Wal-Mart, Target, Staples, CVS and Walgreens can be deposited in a 
box in Gifford Hall or in the church office during the week through August 18.   
 

Summer Hymns: Let us know your  favor ite hymns so that we can sing them 
together in service while the Senior Choir takes a summer break! Email your 
selections to Curtis Smith at musicdirector@fccsm.org. 
 

2019 Annual Church Picnic: Save the date for  Sunday, September8 at Dean 
Park from 11:30 to 1:30.  Hope you can join us!  Sign up here:  https://tinyurl.com/
fccsm2019picnic 
 

Altar Flowers:  We have an opening for altar flowers on September 8. If you are 
interested in donating, please contact Ellen Jones (office@fccsm.org) 
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Response 
Communal Prayer 
 Refrain 

Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving 
   Refrain 
    

 Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory “Nun Danket All”            J. Prentiss 

 

*Doxology    (Sung to the tune “Old Hundredth”) 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 
   Praise Holy Spirit evermore: 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 

mailto:musicdirector@fccsm.org
https://tinyurl.com/fccsm2019picnic
https://tinyurl.com/fccsm2019picnic
mailto:office@fccsm.org
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Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
   Blessing God, you are faithful to your promises to every generation. Receive 
 these gifts as an act of service, for the sake the world you love, in Jesus’ name. 
 Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 
Invitation to Communion 
 Leader:  May the God of Sabbath be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts to God. 
 People:  We offer them to the One who fills us with grace. 
 Leader:  Sing glad songs to the One who is always faithful. 
 People:  We shout for joy to our God who is our strength. 
 

The Story of the Lord’s Supper 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom       
     come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our       
     daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who    
     trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from      
     evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.    
     Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison) 

       We give thanks, almighty God that you have refreshed us at your table by 
 granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase our 
 love  for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 
 rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
 Amen. 
 

*Hymn #29, Pilgrim  “Now Thank We All Our God” 
 

Benediction 
 

Congregational Response #61, v.1, Pilgrim “God Be With You” 
` 

Postlude  “Let All Rejoice”              G. Blake 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 
Portions of today’s liturgy were written by Rev. Mindi, “Worship Resources for October 11, 2015 -
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost” 
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 Being baptized today is:  Ethan Hunter  Smith, son of Jessica and Jeffrey Smith. 
Grandparents are Ronald and Elizabeth Smith and Darlene Webb. Godparents are 

James Smith and Carolyn Lennon.  

    PLEASE PRAY WITH US 

Through the waters of baptism you make us wholly new, Gracious God.  Splish, 

splash, we are made new again. We remember and recommit ourselves to a life of 

faith in the name of your beloved One, Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

 

Nolan Schloemer, Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Sr., 
Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Phyllis Rich, Chris Laurson and                  

Gary Sampson.  

 … also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first responders, 
counselors, therapists, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us. 


