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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 
cedirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Adkins, Pastor Emeritus 
 

 

 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 

God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 

teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 

sharing and fellowship. 

 

 

First Congregational Church 

19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 

Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 

 

www.fccsm.org 

Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 

encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 

each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 

someone contact you. 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All are 

welcome. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service. Our Welcome 

Center in Gifford Hall is the place to learn about church programs, ministr ies, and 

opportunities to volunteer and make a difference. Find out more about this church and our faith at 

an Information Session led by Rev. Dolan.  
 

Deacon       Claudia Passe 

Refreshments    Leah Circle 

Flowers this Week  The flowers this morning are given by Lisa and Stephen Wark in    

          memory of their mothers. 
   

Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 

 Experience a place where God is still speaking 

 Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 

 Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 

 Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 

 Experience a place of joy 

 

 

 

 

For children during worship: 

 Activity baskets are available in the 

far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

 Children’s bulletins are available 

from an usher. 
 

Childcare is provided  

For all children birth through three years 

old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 

show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 

Units for the hearing impaired  

Available on the back table. 
 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 

available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 

pew. Members pray during the week over 

your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 

in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 

Request Box on the table in the rear of the 

Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 

phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 

basket by the name tag racks. 
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CALENDAR 

A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 

GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~HMR: Halliday Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 

S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    
 

 

 

 

Sunday  04/07 9:30 am  Worship/Guest Preacher Rev. Larry Iannetti 

    11:00 am  Parsonage Listening Session-C 

    11:00 am  Occasional Choir-S 

    11:00 am  Training/Occ. Kid’s Choir-MR 

    6:00 pm  Confirmation Class 

    7:00 pm  Youth Group              

            
Monday  04/08 10:30 am  Parkinson’s Group-GH  

    6:30 pm  Lenten Studies-Y 

    7:00 pm  Music Committee-P 

     

Tuesday  04/09 7:00 pm  CE Meeting-A 

      

Wednesday 04/10 9:30 am  Staff Meeting 

  11:30 am  Can We Talk?-A 

  6:15 pm  Shrewsbury Ringers-S 

  7:00 pm  CLT Meeting-A 

  7:00 pm  Leah Circle-P 

  7:30 pm  Parish Pealers-S 

   

Thursday 04/11 7:15 pm  Senior Choir-MR 

   

Friday 04/12 9:00 am  Play Group-Preschool Rm 

  3:45 pm  Chimers-C 

  4:00 pm  Youth Singers-MR 

         
Sunday  04/14 9:30 am  Worship/Palm Sunday 

    11:00 am  Prayer Group-C 

    11:00 am  Occasional Choir 

    11:00 am  Training/Occ. Kid’s Choir-MR 

    6:00 pm  Confirmation Class 
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Avis Kemp/Olson Scholarship: Avis Kemp/Olson Scholarship applications are now availa-
ble for those who are planning to continue their education.  The forms can be obtained by con-

tacting the church office (office@fccsm.org) or found on our church website.  Applications 

MUST be returned to the church office on or before 2:00pm on Thursday, April 18. 
 

Coming up:  We are excited to welcome back the Worcester  Brass Consor t for  both the 

9:00 AM and 11:00 AM Easter Sunday services! They will be featured together with the 

Shrewsbury Ringers, Senior Choir, Youth Singers and Training Choir. We welcome everyone to 

join in singing the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's Messiah on Easter Sunday morning. Copies 

of the Hallelujah Chorus are available electronically. Limited paper copies will be available. 

Email Curtis Smith at musicdirector@fccsm.org for details. 
 

Can We Talk?: The new group focusing on women's exper iences at different stages of life 

will meet again on April 10 at 11:30 in the Adkins Room. Those of us feeling out of step with 

the electronic world, wondering what our role as senior adults can be, wanting to prepare to face 

end-of-life issues, and also wanting to become more gratefully aware of blessings in our every-

day lives will explore these and other questions in future months. We are also interested in some 

group outings occasionally. If you share these questions, come and join our new women's group 

and make new friends! 
 

Security Task Force Update:  The Secur ity Task Force would like to update the church on 

the progress we have made to date. We were awarded a grant from the Gifford Trust to enhance 

our security ministry.  We have purchased and installed seven cameras at the main entry, main 

stairwell, sanctuary, kitchen, Gifford Hall, Office hallway and Cushing Hall. These cameras are 

motion activated and are engaged when there is movement in that location.  The staff has been 

trained and are the only people to date who have the authority to monitor the cameras.  The foot-

age is maintained for approximately 21 days and we do not archive the footage.  These cameras 

afford us the opportunity to monitor these spaces and review the footage in the event that an 

incident is reported.  The Task Force is also working to enhance the outside lighting of the 

building in addition to providing training in the future regarding how to handle an active intrud-

er. We have met with members of the fire and police departments to assist us in updating our 

current Safety Policy Manual.  

The Dawn of Modernism: Saturday, May 4 at 7:30pm, Ar ts on the Green is delighted to 

present a wonderful concert celebrating the dynamic era of change in music that was the very 

early 20th century. Celebrated musicians; Malcolm Halliday on Piano and Chester Brezniak on 

Clarinet will perform a globe-trotting program of works by German composers  Reger and Bu-

soni, Mexican composers Ponce and Serratos, the French composer Gaubert, the English com-

poser Ireland, and Argentinian composers Piazolla and Milhaud. The concert will be performed 

in the Sanctuary. Free Admission with donations welcomed. (Suggested donation $10/adult; 

$20/family) 
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 

United Church of Christ 
 

Sunday, April 7, 2019 

9:30 a.m.  
 

 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  

Today is a family worship service in which the youth fulfill many of the roles adults typically do on 

Sundays. Regular child-care and preschool + kindergarten programming are offered beginning at 

9:15am. Grades 1-8 remain in the service. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Prelude A Medley of Various Artists           performed by Miya Rei and Mark Vaillancourt 
             

Gather 
Call to Worship  
    Leader:  God hears the cry of the needy, and does not wait for us to call before    

      coming to our aid.  

 People:  While we were still lost in our brokenness and sin, God came to us,   

      lived among us, died our death and rose to lead us into life.  

 Leader:  And so we come to worship, to offer God our devotion and love, our    

      thanksgiving and praise.  

 People:  For God is worthy. Praise be to God.  
 

*Hymn #327, Pilgrim   “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  
 

Anthem  “Drop, Drop Slow Tears”                J. Willcocks 
 

Prayer of Confession 
    Compassionate Christ, you have shown your love in works of healing, 

 forgiveness, and justice, and by giving yourself to us and for us, in your death 

 and resurrection. Yet we are slow to love and to serve, we seek to have our own 

 needs met before caring for the needs of others.  We fail to give ourselves and 

 choose instead to preserve our safety, our comfort   and our privilege. Forgive 

 us, heal us, and teach us to live lives of compassion following your example. 

 Amen. 
 

  

  

  

mailto:office@fccsm.org
mailto:musicdirector@fccsm.org
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Assurance of Grace 
    Leader:  Jesus, in extravagant compassion, has already secured our forgiveness, 

      and calls us to live as those who are renewed and thankful. Receive   

      this grace, and share it.  

 People:  We are so grateful!  We will go and live differently  because of  

      what you, Jesus, have done for us.  
 

Training Choir Youth Singers  “AlShlosha D’Varim”    A. E. Naplan 
                

Word 
 

Reading : Matthew 25: 31-46            New Living Translation  

 Congregation:  

 37 “Then these righteous ones will reply (Those sitting on the RIGHT): 

 ‘Lord,  when did  we ever see You hungry and feed You? Or thirsty and 

 give You something to drink? 38 Or a  stranger and show You hospitality? 

 Or naked and give You clothing? 39 When did we ever see  you sick or in 

 prison and visit You?' 

 
 

 44 "Then they will reply (Those sitting on the LEFT) :  

 ‘Lord, when did we ever  see  You hungry or  thirsty or a stranger or 

 naked or sick or in prison, and  not  help You?’  
 

Sermon:  “When Did We See You?”        Rev. Larry Iannetti 
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LOOKING AHEAD      

 Holy Week Services:                Easter Sunday: 
 April 14:  Palm Sunday - 9:30am         6:15am - Sunrise Service 

 April 18:  Maundy Thursday - 7:30pm       9:00am - Worship Service 

 April 18/19: Prayer  Vigil             11:00am - Worship Service 

 April 19:  Good Friday - 12:00pm (St. Mary's)  
  

Youth News:  

  April 7:  Youth Group:  7:00pm, Mission Trip Info Meeting, new parents invited   

        Confirmation Class:  6:00pm  
 

  April 14:  Youth Group: Palm Sunday, no YG meeting for  Holy Week  

        Confirmation Class:  6:00pm, faith statement preparation 
 

Living Into Aging and Dying: A Lenten Series:  The board of Deacons invites you to 

participate in a Lenten series that will explore ways in which we approach the end of life or 

assist loved ones in making important decisions as they approach their final days. The last 

session will be held on Monday evening in the Youth Room.  Please join us for light supper at 

6:30 and an informative and lively discussion from 7:00 – 8:30.  The following is a brief 

description of the remaining session. 

April 8:  Facing Tough Questions and Decisions at the End of Life: care options, hospice 

care, what to know and what to ask.  Facilitators will include, Dr. Harvey Clermont, retired 

physician. 
 

Prayer Vigil:  Please join us in our annual Holy Week Prayer Vigil.  We invite you to gather 

in prayer from 9:00 p.m., Thursday, April 18 through 10:30 a.m., Friday, April 19.  You may 

sign up for one or more half hour slots.  Please gather in the quiet of the candlelit Sanctuary to 

pray.  You may sign up at coffee hour in Gifford Hall.  
 

Youth Mission Trip Cinnamon Bun Fundraiser:  Once again our  amazing youth will be 

serving freshly made and delectably delicious cinnamon buns during coffee hour after all 

three Easter services! All donations will go directly toward the youth group’s annual mission 

trip. This year, our youth will be returning to Farmington, ME. 
 

Flower Power Fundraiser: Stop by the piano  in Gifford Hall to take a look at the new bulb 

and seed choices for your summer gardens. Your purchases  help fund the Avis Kemp 

Scholarship awards and your gardens will be bright and colorful. Orders will be taken through 

Easter. See Elaine Shaw for more information. eshaw@townisp.com  
 

Sing with us on Easter!: The Occasional Kids'  choir  practices will be on Sundays (except 

Palm Sunday) at 11:00am. All children grades K through 6 are invited to join the Training 

choir in the choir room to learn a song to be sung at the Easter Sunday services. Occasional 

Kid singers will rehearse until 11:30am. No singing experience necessary. Contact Jennifer 

Shaw with questions. jiffer2@townisp.com  
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Benediction with the help of our Children 
 

Congregational Response #61, v.1, Pilgrim “God Be With You” 
 

Postlude   “Bouree and Finale”   G. F. Handel  

 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

The worship material comes from:   “Clergy Stuff: Program 2 2018-19, January 6, 2019 – June 9, 

2019, Worship Resources” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Today 
Today:  Please welcome Guest Preacher  Rev. Lar ry Iannetti 
 

Today: Parsonage Information:  At 11:00 in the Chapel, there will be the second listening 

session regarding the options for pastor housing. This is an opportunity to learn about the options 

of paying a housing allowance or providing a parsonage. Options for providing a parsonage will 

also be presented. The session will be an opportunity to ask questions and make your opinions 

known. The same information was presented as last week. Although you are welcome to attend 

both sessions and hear all the opinions, the expectation is that you will attend one of the two 

sessions. After the listening sessions, the Church Council is expected to make a recommendation 

about how to proceed. 
 

April 28 at 11 am in the Sanctuary will be a special Church meeting to make decisions about 

the parsonage. Attending one of the listening sessions will give you the background going into the 

meeting. 
 

At the Annual meeting in January a motion was passed that Church Council be required to have a 

vote on how to proceed regarding the Parsonage before May 19. The Church Parsonage, where 

our Senior Pastor lives, is located at 499 Main Street in Shrewsbury. The current parsonage 

requires significant maintenance and decisions need to be made about how we proceed regarding 

it, and other options for pastor housing.  

    PLEASE PRAY WITH US 

God of justice, you have shown yourself in this world in the poor, the hungry, and the 

needy. Make us willing participants of your grace and generosity, so that when you come 

again, we will know your face. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bill Gibbs, Neil Collins,  Betty Gibb, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Sr. Anna 

M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Mary Ramachandra, Phyllis Rich, Chris Laurson 

and Gary Sampson.  
 

 … also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first responders, 
counselors, therapists, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us. 
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Response 
Communal Prayer 
 Refrain 

Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving 
   Refrain 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory “Ah, Holy Jesus”               S. Eithun 

                                             Parish Pealers 
   

*Doxology    (Sung to the tune “Old Hundredth”) 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

   Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

   Praise Holy Spirit evermore: 

   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
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Dedication of Offering (unison)  
   We offer you the gift of our lives, O God, devoted to your work of justice and 

 mercy. Receive these offerings given in love and gratitude toward you, the 

 creator of all. For the sake of our Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Invitation to Communion 
  Leader:  God is with us!  

  People:  We are not alone! 

  Leader:   Lift up your hearts.  

  People:  We lift them up to God.  

  Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

  People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Story of the Lord’s Supper 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom       

     come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our       

     daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who    

     trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from      

     evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.    

     Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

Communion Song  “The Londonderry Air” J. McFadden 

                                                           Parish Pealers 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison) 

       God you have fed us with spiritual food, nourishing us for the journey of life.  

 We thank you that through this holy meal you have entered into our lives and 

 connected is with Christians around the world. We humbly set before you our 

 own lives.  Work through us, Holy One, so that our world might become the 

 just, peaceful, and loving community that you envision for us all, through Jesus 

 Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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 *Hymn   “Draw the Circle Wide”  
 

 

 
 

 
 


