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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 
cedirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Adkins, Pastor Emeritus 
 

 

 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 

God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 

teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 

sharing and fellowship. 

 

 

First Congregational Church 

19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 

Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 

 

www.fccsm.org 

Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 

encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 

each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 

someone contact you. 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All are 

welcome. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service. Our Welcome 

Center in Gifford Hall is the place to learn about church programs, ministr ies, and 

opportunities to volunteer and make a difference. Find out more about this church and our faith at 

an Information Session led by Rev. Dolan.  

Deacon       Linn Clark 

Lay Reader     Bill Garcia 

Refreshments    Social Circles 

Flowers this Week  The flowers this morning are given by Cathy Phillips and Steve Erban in 

          memory of their parents. 
   

Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 

 Experience a place where God is still speaking 

 Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 

 Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 

 Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 

 Experience a place of joy 

 

 

 

 

For children during worship: 

 Activity baskets are available in the 

far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

 Children’s bulletins are available 

from an usher. 
 

Childcare is provided  

For all children birth through three years 

old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 

show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 

Units for the hearing impaired  

Available on the back table. 
 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 

available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 

pew. Members pray during the week over 

your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 

in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 

Request Box on the table in the rear of the 

Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 

phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 

basket by the name tag racks. 
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CALENDAR 

A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 

GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~HMR: Halliday Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 

S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    
 

 

 

 

Sunday  04/28 9:30 am  Sunday Worship 

    11:00 am  Congregational Meeting 

    11:00 am  Training Choir-MR 

    5:00 pm  Confirmation Class-C 

    7:00 pm  Youth Group 

                           
Monday  04/29 10:30 am  Parkinson’s Group-GH 

         

Wednesday 05/01 9:30 am  Staff Meeting 

  2:30 pm  Mustard Seed-K 

  6:15 pm  Shrewsbury Ringers-S 

  7:30 pm  Parish Pealers-S 

   

Thursday 05/02 7:15 pm  Senior Choir-MR 

   

Friday 05/03 3:45 pm  Chimers-C 

  4:00 pm  Youth Singers-MR 

 

Saturday 05/04 7:30 pm  Arts on the Green 

   
Sunday  05/05 9:30 am  Sunday Worship / Confirmation Sunday 

    10:30 am  Hobby Hour with Mark Miller-GH 

    11:00 am  Training Choir-MR 

    7:00 pm  Youth Group 
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Interim Update: The CLT and Associate minister  inter im search committee 

would like to update you on the current status of the search.  An interim profile de-

scribing the church, its needs and a job description have been developed. The job has 

been posted on the UCC national employment opportunities site and the area confer-

ence minister is receiving suitable candidates.  As soon as she has several profiles that 

match our needs she will present them to the  church for our consideration.  The com-

mittee will interview the candidates and present the recommended person to the 

church council.  The process varies slightly from a search for a called position.  We 

ask that you continue to pray for wisdom and guidance as we complete this process. 
 

Graduation Recognition, Sunday, June 2:  We would like to hear  about gradu-

ates of high school, vocational school and college (both undergraduate and graduate 

degrees).  They will be honored during the service.  In order that all graduates may be 

appropriately recognized, we need the following information:  Name, Parent/

Guardian, School, Degree and any Future Plans.  If you are a graduate or know of a 

graduate who is a member of this church, please supply this information to the church 

office by noon on Monday, May 20 by email to office@fccsm.org.  Please tell us if 

you will be able to attend the service on June 2. 
 

Sharing Sunday:  What is ‘Shar ing Sunday’? (Children’s Sunday) It’s the same 

as Children’s Sunday! Every year, the church celebrates children and families in June 

as a way to put an exclamation point on the year. This is also the time the church 

awards scholarships to graduates. We are calling it “Sharing Sunday” this year be-

cause our Sunday School children will be sharing their talents with the congregation 

in original fashion in the form of artwork, song and unlimited talents on lessons 

they’ve learned throughout the year.  
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 

United Church of Christ 
 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER / EARTH DAY CELEBRATION 
 

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  

Sunday School is available for youth from Preschool through  Middle School during regular worship 

services. Preschool, Kindergarten and childcare services begin prior to worship at 9:15am and 1st - 8th 

grade are released to class directly following the ‘Time with Children” in your program.  
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Prelude “Lauda Anima”      D. Paxton  
                                    

Gather 
 

Call to Worship  
    Leader:   Hear the proclamation of faith: Christ is risen from the dead! The Spirit is 

      poured out. Lives are transformed. 
 

 People:   God is active in our world.  God brings hope and healing. 
 

 Leader:    Hear the call of God:  The Spirit of God invites us into community.  We  
      are called to see beyond ourselves, and to join in loving care for all those  
      around us. 

 

 People:   We accept God’s call, and we rejoice in the gift of community. 
 
 

 Leader:    Hear a challenge for today:  The Earth is stressed by the heavy impact of  
      human use. The whole of God’s creation is groaning, crying out in pain. 

 
 

 People:   We name the Earth as part of our community.  We extend our love to 
      all of  God’s creation.   

 

 Leader:    People of faith, gather now to worship God the creator and redeemer of  
      the world.  Gather now to be transformed by God’s compassionate love. 

 

 People:   We praise with joy the world’s creator, God of justice, love and peace. 
 

*Hymn #273, NCH   “Praise With Joy the World’s Creator”  
 

Call to Confession  
      Beloved, we are broken. Come to the Lord with a thirst for fullness.  
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Prayers of Confession 
 When we are unkind to people, when we are careless with animals, when we choose the 

 cheapest or easiest, when we don’t care about the consequences of our choices, when we 

 waste energy and water, when we lack respect for the Earth, when we are complacent 

 and overcome by apathy:  forgive us, O God, and reconcile us to yourself, to one 

 another and to the Creation.  Amen. 
 

Assurance of Grace 
 Leader:   God leads us beside still waters and restores our souls. God leads us on   

      righteous paths. 

 People:  Surely goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our lives, and  

      we dwell in the Lord’s house, now and forever.  Amen 
            

Anthem  “Antiphonal Praise”                     T. Kirk 
 

Time With Children                        

 Sunday School children will now be accompanied by the teachers out of worship for Christian 

Education programming.  
 

Word 
 

Reading s:  Psalm 40: 9-10               Page 446, Pew Bible 

        Matthew 28: 16-20            Page 812, Pew Bible  
 

Sermon:  “Using us Gently and Making us One”    Rev. Lynne Dolan 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

               May 1        Mustard Seed 

            May 4      Arts on the Green 

            May 5       Confirmation Sunday 
 

Today - Parsonage Vote:  At 11:00am in the Sanctuary there will be a special 

Church meeting to make decisions about the parsonage.  At the Annual meeting in 

January a motion was passed that Church Council be required to have a vote on how 

to proceed regarding the Parsonage before May 19. The Church Parsonage, where our 

Senior Pastor lives, is located at 499 Main Street in Shrewsbury. The current 

parsonage requires significant maintenance and decisions need to be made about how 

we proceed regarding it, and other options for pastor housing.  
 

Youth News:  

  April 28:  Youth Group:  Meeting at 7:00pm, Mission Tr ip T-shirt Design 

         Confirmation Program:  5:00-7:30pm - Share light supper and    

                presentation of Faith Statements with Mentors and Deacons 

  May 5:   Youth Group:  Meeting at 7:00pm 

         Confirmation Program:  Confirmation Sunday!                 
 

The Dawn of Modernism: Saturday, May 4 at 7:30pm, Arts on the Green is 

delighted to present a wonderful concert celebrating the dynamic era of change in 

music that was the very early 20th century. Celebrated musicians; Malcolm Halliday 

on Piano and Chester Brezniak on Clarinet will perform a globe-trotting program of 

works by German composers  Reger and Busoni, Mexican composers Ponce and 

Serratos, the French composer Gaubert, the English composer Ireland, and 

Argentinian composers Piazolla and Milhaud. The concert will be performed in the 

Sanctuary. Free Admission with donations welcomed. (Suggested donation $10/adult; 

$20/family) 
 

Confirmation Sunday -  Please make a special effor t to join us for  the 

celebration of Confirmation on Sunday, May 5 at the 9:30 service.  This service will 

mark the culmination of the year long process of faith exploration and service for 10 

youth in our congregation.  A collection of their faith statements will be available to 

the congregation.  Each student will share a portion of their statement and receiving 

the laying on of hands from mentors, deacon and parents.  We welcome your 

participation and prayers for these wonderful youth.  
 

Hobby Hour - May 5  Mark Miller will demonstrate his bike hobby, including bike 

safety. 
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*Doxology    (Sung to the tune “Old Hundredth”) 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

   Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

   Praise Holy Spirit evermore: 

   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
   Receive these gifts, O Lord, as a sign of our joy at your resurrection, and use 

 them for the benefit of all people everywhere. Give us glad and generous hearts 

 to serve you and to spread your word wherever you send us. In our Savior’s 

 name, we pray. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #569, NCH          “Touch the Earth Lightly” 
 

Benediction 
 

Congregational Response #61, v.1, Pilgrim “God Be With You” 
` 

Postlude  “All Things Bright and Beautiful”               J. Mansfield 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

 

 

The worship material comes from:   “Clergy Stuff: Program 2 2018-19, January 6, 2019 – June 9, 2019, 

Worship Resources” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    PLEASE PRAY WITH US 

O Lord, sometimes we still question your presence, even when you are right in front 

of us. Fill us with faith in believing your promises, simply because you are 

trustworthy. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bill Gibbs, Betty Gibb, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Sr. Anna M. Kane, 

Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Mary Ramachandra, Phyllis Rich, Chris Laurson and Gary 

Sampson.  

 … also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first responders, 
counselors, therapists, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us. 
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Response 
Communal Prayer 
 Refrain 

Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving 
   Refrain 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  come, thy  will 

 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 

 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

 the glory, forever.  Amen. 
                                               

Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory “Garden Pastoral”               E. Lorenz 
    

 

 

 

 


