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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 
cedirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Adkins, Pastor Emeritus 
 

 

 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 

God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 

teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 

sharing and fellowship. 

 

 

First Congregational Church 

19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 

Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 

 

www.fccsm.org 

Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 

encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 

each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 

someone contact you. 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All are 

welcome. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service. Our Welcome 

Center in Gifford Hall is the place to learn about church programs, ministr ies, and 

opportunities to volunteer and make a difference. Find out more about this church and our faith at 

an Information Session led by Rev. Dolan.  

Deacon       Amanda Durkin 

Lay Reader     Bill Garcia 

Refreshments    Deacons 

Flowers this Week  The flowers today are given in loving memory of our parents George  

          and Yvonne Leroux, and Frank and Mary Trippi by Sandi and Marty  

          Leroux. 
   

Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 

 Experience a place where God is still speaking 

 Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 

 Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 

 Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 

 Experience a place of joy 

 

 

 

For children during worship: 

 Activity baskets are available in the 

far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

 Children’s bulletins are available 

from an usher. 
 

Childcare is provided  

For all children birth through three years 

old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 

show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 

Units for the hearing impaired  

Available on the back table. 
 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 

available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 

pew. Members pray during the week over 

your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 

in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 

Request Box on the table in the rear of the 

Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 

phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 

basket by the name tag racks. 
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CALENDAR 

A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 

GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~HMR: Halliday Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 

S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    
 

 

 

 

Sunday  03/17 9:30 am  Worship/Girl Scout Sunday 

    10:30 am  Prayer Group-C 

    10:30 am  SOUPER Sunday-GH 

    11:00 am  Occasional Choir-S 

    11:00 am  Training Choir-MR 

    6:00 pm  Confirmation Class 

    7:00 pm  Youth Group 

                         
Monday  03/18 10:30 am  Parkinson’s Group-GH  

    6:30 pm  Lenten Studies-Y 

 

Tuesday  03/19 7:00 pm  Church Council-A 

  

Wednesday 03/20 9:30 am  Staff Meeting 

  11:30 am  Martha Circle-C 

  6:15 pm  Shrewsbury Ringers-S 

  7:30 pm  Parish Pealers-S 

   

Thursday 03/21 7:15 pm  Senior Choir-MR 

   

Friday 03/22 9:00 am  Play Group-Preschool Rm 

  3:45 pm  Chimers-C 

  4:00 pm  Youth Singers-MR 

         
Sunday  03/24 9:30 am  Worship 

    11:00 am  Occasional Choir-S 

    11:00 am  Training/Occ. Kid’s Choir-MR 

    6:00 pm  Confirmation Class 

    7:00 pm  Youth Group 
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We're spring cleaning! There's a committee cur rently working on cleaning out the stage, 

closets, and hidden places around the church. We've  found long-lost treasures and things the 

church no longer needs. If you are looking for classroom-type chairs and tables for your little 

ones, we have some for you! We've got  8 small and 12 larger chairs and 8 tables. The tables have 

23" metal detachable metal legs (easy to store), formica-like tops, and are ~30" wide by 60" long. 

Make a donation of your choice and take them away! If you're interested, please contact Scotty or 

Sherry Robertson to arrange a pick-up time. 
 

Martha Circle:  Sue Moore has been going on medical/construction mission tr ips to 

LaRomana in the Dominican Republic and/or Haiti since 2002, four of those with her daughter 

Jessica. On March 20, come see a video on the 2018 mission trip and learn about the progress that 

has been made and the different opportunities available to participate during these mission trips. 

Martha Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30am in the Adkins Room.  It is 

open to all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting fellowship 

and camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers and are engaged in many goodwill projects 

and fundraising to benefit the church and community.  For information, contact Roberta Jelinch at 

(508) 845-6421. 
 

Sew-a-thon: Announcing Sew-a-thon 2019 is coming, on Sunday, March 24, from 1 p.m. until 

4 p.m. in the Adkins room.  Come create a dress, or a pair of shorts, or a kerchief!  Please bring 

your portable sewing machine, thread and a full bobbin, pin cushion, scissors and an extension 

cord.  We will have a fully cut out item ready for you to assemble! Don’t sew, but you’d like to 

come?  Will you iron our items? 
 

Avis Kemp/Olson Scholarship: Avis Kemp/Olson Scholarship applications are now 

available for those who are planning to continue their education.  The forms can be obtained by 

contacting the church office (office@fccsm.org) or found on our church website.  Applications 

MUST be returned to the church office on or before 2:00pm on Thursday, April 18. 
 

Celebrate the arrival of spring with a Terrar ium-making Workshop at Tower Hill Botanical 

Garden on Sunday, March 31. Design a low-maintenance succulent terrarium embellished with 

sand, stones and decorative items and learn about succulents and their care. The  workshop runs 

from 12:30 to 1:30 and costs $27/person which includes admission to Tower Hill and the 

workshop. Have lunch on your own before or after at the Farmer and the Fork Cafe. Visit the 

gardens and conservatories after or join the free weekly docent-led garden tour at 2pm. Sign-ups 

will start March 10 during coffee hour. Space is limited, so sign up early! 
 

Friendship Tables: Please sit and enjoy conversations along with your  coffee, tea or  

lemonade at the new "Friendship Tables" during Sunday coffee hour!   
 

Coming up:  We are excited to welcome back the Worcester  Brass Consor t for  both the 9:00 

AM and 11:00 AM Easter Sunday services on April 21st! They will be featured together with the 

Shrewsbury Ringers, Senior Choir, Youth Singers and Training Choir. We welcome everyone to 
join in singing the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's Messiah on Easter Sunday morning. Copies 

of the Hallelujah Chorus are available electronically. Limited paper copies will be available. 

Email Curtis Smith at musicdirector@fccsm.org for details. 
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 

United Church of Christ 
 

Sunday, March 17, 2019 

9:30 a.m.  
 

 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  

Sunday School is available for youth from Preschool through  Middle School during regular worship 

services. Preschool, Kindergarten and childcare services begin prior to worship at 9:15am and 1st - 8th 

grade are released to class directly following the ‘Time with Children” in your program.  
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Prelude “Steal Away”   Sandra Eithun  
                                                    Shrewsbury Ringers 
             

Gather 
Call to Worship  
    Leader:   We gather here to worship God; 

 People:  Guide our minds to focus on You, O Christ. 
 Leader:   We gather here to follow Jesus; 

 People:  Guide our actions, that they might fulfill Your commandments, O Christ. 
 Leader:   We gather here to serve God; 

 People:  Open our hearts, that we might be filled with Your love and compassion,  

     O Christ.  Come, let us worship, let us follow, let us serve our Savior, Christ  

     the Lord. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #212, NCH   “O Jesus Christ, May Grateful Hymns”  
 

Prayer of Confession 
 Leader: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

 Leader: Faithful Lord, 

 People: You were obedient in every way, even when that obedience led to death.   

     As we walk through this sacred season with you, fill us with remorse at   

     all the ways we have fallen short of being faithful, loving servants.      

     Forgive us our shortsightedness, our waste, and our criticism of       

     ourselves and others. We long for your grace and rely on your loving    

     kindness. Amen. 

 

 

  

 

mailto:office@fccsm.org
mailto:musicdirector@fccsm.org
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Assurance of Grace 
    Leader:  Our God is indeed slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. You have      

     been forgiven and granted another chance to turn away from all which does      

     not give life. Be assured and be made whole again. Through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Anthem  “Ah, Holy Jesus”                      L. Shackley 
                

Time With Children / Honoring the Girl Scouts 
 Girl Scout Welcome ~ Reading ~ Prayer ~ Song                          

All Recite Together: 

On my honor, I will try: 

To serve God and my country, 

To help people at all times, 

And to live by the Girl Scout Law. 

Everyone is invited to sing together one of the better known Girl Scout songs:  

Make new friends, 

but keep the old. 

One is silver, 

the other is gold. 
 

A circle is round, 

it has no end. 

That's how long, 

I will be your friend. 
 

You help me,  

and I'll help you  

and together 

we will see it through. 
 

The sky is blue 

The Earth is green 

I can help 

to keep it clean 
 

Across the land 

Across the sea 

Friends forever 

We will always be 
 

Make new friends, 

but keep the old. 

One is silver, 

the other is gold. 
 

 Sunday School children will now be accompanied by the teachers out of worship for  

Christian Education programming.  

 

7 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

             March 24   Hands for Hope Sew-a-Thon 

          March 31   Deacon’s Retreat 

          March 31   Parsonage Listening Session 
                 

Today: Girl Scout Sunday: Please join us as we honor  members of Gir l Scouts past and 

present.  As a special treat, the girls will share Girl Scout Cookies with the congregation after the 

service at coffee hour. 
 

Today:  SOUPER Sunday: Join Social Circle for  our  crowd-favorite SOUPER Sunday on 

March 17 in Gifford Hall after service. Weather the weather with a hot, yummy cup of your 

favorite soup (from a dozen, delicious varieties) while enjoying wonderful company. Looking 

forward to seeing you then! 
 

Youth News:  
  Today:      Youth Group: 7:00pm - Bring a green food or beverage to share!  

        Confirmation Class:  6:00pm Class 

  March 24:    Youth Group:  7:00pm  

         Confirmation Class:  6:00pm Class 
 

Living Into Aging and Dying: A Lenten Series:  The board of Deacons invites you to 

participate in a Lenten series that will explore ways in which we approach the end of life or assist 

loved ones in making important decisions as they approach their final days. The weekly sessions 

will be held on Monday evenings in the Youth Room.  Please join us for light supper at 6:30 and 

an informative and lively discussion from 7:00 – 8:30.  The following is a brief description of the 
remaining sessions. 

March 18:  Caring for the Caregivers:  an evening of sharing, support, prayer and resources 

for those who are caring for loved ones. 

March 25:  The Spirituality of Aging:  how to enrich the spiritual lives of those in the aging 

process especially those dealing with memory impairment or forms of dementia.  

April 1:  Focusing on What Matters Most:  Examining the 5 Wishes Document and My Gift of 

Grace: a group activity that gets people talking about end of life/death issues. Facilitators will 

include, Dr. Harvey Clermont, retired physician. 

April 8:  Facing Tough Questions and Decisions at the End of Life: care options, hospice care, 

what to know and what to ask.  Facilitators will include, Dr. Harvey Clermont, retired physician. 
 

 

The Occasional Choir will sing at the Maundy Thursday service on April 18 at 7 PM. Join us 

for rehearsal in the Sanctuary at 11:00 AM on the following days: March  17, 24, April 7 and 14. 

Contact Music Director Curtis Smith musicdirector@fccsm.org for more information. 
 

Sing with us on Easter!: The Occasional Kids'  choir  will begin practices on Sunday, March 
24 at 11:00am. All children grades K through 6 are invited to join the Training choir in the choir 

room to learn a song to be sung at the Easter Sunday services. Occasional Kid singers will 

rehearse until 11:30am. No singing experience necessary. Contact Jennifer Shaw with questions. 

 

 
 

mailto:musicdirector@fccsm.org
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Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”      M. Kastner & K. McChesney 

                                         Shrewsbury Ringers 
 

*Doxology    (Sung to the tune “Old Hundredth”) 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

   Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

   Praise Holy Spirit evermore: 

   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

Dedication of Offering (unison)  
   God of abundance, we have all that we need, and yet so often we feel that we  deserve 

 more. May these gifts that we offer be given in gratitude for your many  blessings and 

 for the sake of furthering your justice toward all people. For the  sake of our savior, 

 Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #418, Pilgrim                        “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
 

Benediction 
 

Congregational Response #61, v.1, Pilgrim “God Be With You” 
` 

Postlude  “Fantasy Postlude”  T. Dubois 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

Portions of today’s liturgy come from “Clergy Stuff…” and Rev. Mindi, “Worship Resources 

for September 21st, 2014”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    PLEASE PRAY WITH US 

Generous God, you have promised to open your kingdom to all people, despite their 

circumstances. Bring us close to you, and help us to proclaim the goodness of your 

generosity. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bill Gibbs, Neil Collins,  Betty Gibb, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Sr. Anna 
M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Mary Ramachandra, Phyllis Rich, Chris Laurson 

and Gary Sampson.  
 

 … also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first responders, 
counselors, therapists, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us. 
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Word 
Reading s:  Psalm 16: 5-8                 Page 430, Pew Bible 

        Matthew 20: 1-16              Page 801, Pew Bible  
 

Sermon:  “Love or Justice?”               Rev. Lynne Dolan 
 

Response 
Communal Prayer 
 Refrain 

Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving 
   Refrain 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  come, thy  will 

 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 

 our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

 the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

                                                  


