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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo, Interim Pastor 
jim@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 
cedirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

 
 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 
teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 
sharing and fellowship. 
 
 

First Congregational Church 
19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 
Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 
 

www.fccsm.org 
Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 
encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 
each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 
someone contact you. 

 
 

 
 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service.  
 

Deacon       Bev Fletcher 
Lay Reader     Rosemary Horesta 
Refreshments    Social Circles 
Flowers this Week The flowers today are given by Clayton Hayden in Memory of  
          Lorraine Hayden. 
 
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For children during worship: 

 Activity baskets are available in the 
far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

 Children’s bulletins are available 
from an usher. 

 

Childcare is provided  
For all children birth through three years 
old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 
show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 
Units for the hearing impaired  
Available on the back table. 
 

 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 
available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 
pew. Members pray during the week over 
your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 
in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 
Request Box on the table in the rear of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 
phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 
basket by the name tag racks. 
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CALENDAR 
A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 

GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~HMR: Halliday Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 
S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  02/02 9:30 am  Sunday Worship 
    11:00 am  Training Choir-MR 
    11:00 am  Occasional Choir-C 
          
Monday  02/03 10:30 am  Parkinson’s Group-GH 
    7:00 pm  Communications & Marketing-Y 
 
Tuesday  02/04 7:00 pm  Deacon’s Meeting-A         
 
Wednesday 02/05 10:00 am  Staff Meeting 
    6:30 pm  Shrewsbury Ringers-S 
    7:30 pm  Parish Pealers-S 
 
Thursday 02/06 7:15 pm  Senior Choir-MR   
     
Friday  02/07 3:45 am  Chimers-C 
    4:00 pm  Youth Singers-MR 
 
Saturday  02/08 7:00 pm  Church Road Coffeehouse-GH 
                
Sunday  02/09 9:30 am  Sunday Worship 
    11:00 am  Training Choir-MR 
    11:00 am  Newcomer Info Session Brunch-C 
    11:15 am  Occasional Choir-GH 
    7:00 pm  Youth Group-Y            
   
                     
        

                     

COG Deadline for March is February 10 
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Annual Meeting:  Missed the Annual Meeting, but still want to know what hap-
pened? The draft minutes of the meeting are posted on the bulletin board in the hall-
way by the kitchen door. 
 
Deacons Deliberations: The deacons discussed our  Communion worship services 
for 2020. After careful deliberation, the deacons have decided to close the balcony on 
the first Sunday of each month, just as we are doing for the fifth Sunday family ser-
vices. The balcony will be closed so that we may all worship more closely with our 
neighbors.  
 
The Mitten Tree Deadline:  Your  Mission and Outreach Ministry would like to 
thank everyone for their donations of mittens, hats and scarves to help St. Anne’s in 
their distribution to families in need.  Two LARGE shopping bags, filled, have al-
ready been delivered in the past week.  The deadline for placing your items on the 
Mitten tree is Sunday, February 9. After that date, the remainder of the mittens, hats 
and scarves will be brought to St. Anne’s and the tree will be taken down for this 
 year. Thank you again for everything that you do in support of this ministry. 
 
Super Saturday, March 14:  Super  Saturday is a collaborative effor t of the new-
ly launched Southern New England Conference, UCC, with presenters and attendees 
from different states and denominations.  A full day of workshops, forums, network-
ing, worship and marketplace is offered.  
 

At the Spring Super Saturday, the keynote speaker will be Rabbi Elan Babchuck, 
Founding Director of GLEAN Network, an incubator and network for faith leaders 
who seek to reimagine the role of religion in an ever-changing world yearning for 
meaning, belonging, and justice. He serves as the Director of Innovation at CLAL, a 
think-tank focused on the future of faith in America. 
 

You will have the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of workshops.  The list 
of workshops and descriptions can be found on the SNEUCC website.  
https://www.sneucc.org . You may also find brochures and registration forms in the 
church office.  Registration closes February 29.   
 
Daily Devotional: The Board of Deacons invite you on a spir itual journey this 
year by subscribing to the daily devotional email provided for free by the National 
UCC. The daily email provides a short, thoughtful, and uplifting message written by 
pastors around the country. Subscribe online today at:  
https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional. 
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 
United Church of Christ 

 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 
9:30 a.m.  

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  
Sunday School is available for children Preschool through Middle School. Preschool and 

Kindergarten begin prior to worship at 9:15am on the third floor and 1st - 8th are released to their 
classes following the ‘Time with Children’.  

 

Prelude “How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings” S. Liddle 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Gather 
 

Call to Worship   Psalm 84: 1-4 
    Leader:  How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! My soul has a desire and 
      longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the   
      living God. 
 

 People: The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she  
     may lay her young; by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my    
     Sovereign and my God. 
 

 Leader: Happy are they who dwell in your house; they will always be praising you. 
 
 

 People: Happy are the people whose strength is in you; whose hearts are set on 
     the pilgrims' way. 
 

*Hymn #274, Pilgrim “How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings Fair”  
 

Prayer of Confession 
   Holy God eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned against you and   
   against our neighbor, in what we have thought, in what we have said, in what we  
   have done and in what we have not done. We have not loved you with our whole  
   heart we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Through Jesus Christ,  
   forgive us all that is past; and lead us out from darkness to walk as children of  
   light. Amen. 
 

 

https://youtu.be/JQ0xKysFzPs
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;ust%3D1579021597367000&sa=D&ust=1579021597372000&usg=AFQjCNG9W8zSgj2ebVvC3rOMROuWqXyxqA
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Assurance of Pardon 
 Leader: Through Christ, our sins are forgiven, are souls are illumined, and we   
     become members of the kingdom of glory. 
 

 People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Anthem “Peace Like a River”                   D. Moore 
 

Time With Children  

Word 
Reading:   Luke 2: 22-40         Page 833, Pew Bible         
 

*Hymn #160, NCH vs. 1-2        “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”  
 

Sermon:  “Candlemas”          Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 

 Response 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory “Spirit of God”                     J. Carter 

                                                                        Senior Choir 
 

*Doxology    (Sung to the tune “Old Hundredth”) 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore: 
 One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication (unison)   
 Holy God, accept the joyful offering of your church, and grant that Christ 
 may shine in us as the light that illuminates the world. We ask this in the 
 name of the Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #283, Pilgrim     “Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken”  
 

Holy Communion 
Invitation to Communion  
 Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
 All:    And also with you. 
 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 All:    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All:    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Your Church Needs You:  The slate of nominees elected at the Annual Meeting 
had vacancies. The following have openings: Head Counter, Youth Liaison, Budget 
& Finance, Auditor, Stewardship, Buildings & Grounds, Deacons, and Welcoming. 
No prior experience is needed to serve. If you would like to learn more about each of 
the openings, please contact Jean Feldkamp at jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com or call 
508-450-0404. Although serving on a committee or ministry helps our Church, most 
who serve, benefit personally. Wouldn’t it feel good to make new friends, and 
contribute to our Church life?  
 

Bible Study:  A Lenten Monday afternoon bible study on the Book of Job will begin 
on Monday, March 2  at 1:00 pm in the Adkins Room with a BYO brown bag at 
12:30 pm. Contact Rev. Jim Matarazzo if interested at jim@fccsm.org.   
 

Occasional Choir: Join us for  the occasional choir  as we sing I Want Jesus to 
Walk With Me for the Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday February 26 at 7pm. 
Rehearsals will be held on Sunday February 2, 16 and 23 in the Chapel from 11:00 -
11:30. On February 9 we will rehearse from 11:15-11:45 in Gifford Hall. Contact 
Curtis Smith if interested at musicdirector@fccsm.org. 
 

Save the Date - New Youth Group:  We are star ting a middle school youth 
group in February.  All youth and their friends in grades 5-7 are welcome to join us 
on Friday, February 28 from 5:30 to 7:00.  We will share dinner, discussion and fun 
together.  We plan to meet the 4th Friday of the month through May. In June we will 
plan a special end of the year celebration.  Please let Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org or Jenn Shaw jiffer2@townisp.com know if you have any  
questions.   
 

Save the Date!  Due to popular  demand, we will be having another  " Ladies 
Night at Hanover Theater." This year, we'll be seeing Miss Saigon on Thursday,  
May 28 at 7:30 pm. Details will be coming soon. Tickets will be $61 and will be 
sold at coffee hour starting in late February. 
 

La Romana Donations: Medical Mission Trip To Dominican Republic 
Gifford Hall - Red bin on stage left  (Until Sunday February 16) 
 

VITAMINS-children and adults,Toothbrushes & paste,Topical Meds-Bacitracin, 
fungal creams, Cortisone creams Ibuprofen, Aspirin. Tylenol, Cough meds, Prilosec 
Diabetes equipment, Eye drops, Blood pressure cuffs, Used medical equipment, 
Pregnancy tests, Birth control-condoms Bandaging and tape Used glasses, cases 
Underwear Summer clothing Duct tape Disposable gloves Ziplock baggies **many 
items in Dollar store. For questions contact Sue Moore 508-735-7820 

mailto:jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com
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LOOKING AHEAD  
 

       February 8      Church Road Coffeehouse 
       February 9     Hobby Hour 
                 Newcomer’s Information Session Brunch 
 

Today - Youth Group Super Bowl Mission Trip Fundraiser  
Youth Group:  Today –Super Bowl Subs Fundraiser, 8:30-11:30am, no PM meeting  
February 9 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 
 **LOCK-IN HAS BEEN MOVED TO MARCH, STAY TUNED!!** 
 

Church Road Coffeehouse:  Are you tir ed of winter  and looking for  something 
different to do? Social Circles has a solution! Join us for the first Church Road 
Coffeehouse on Saturday evening, February 8 from 7-9pm. A $5 donation will provide 
you with desserts, (decaf) coffee or teas and an evening of wonderful entertainment. So 
far, performers include Paul Dobner, Tom Porter, David Rocheleau and his sister Mud 
(of the well-know local duo, Chuck and Mud), Curtis Smith and members of FCC's 
beginning guitar class accompanied by their instructors, Paul and David. Please join us 
for an affordable, casual evening of live music, yummy desserts, and a friendly 
atmosphere. 
 

Hobby Hour:  Tole painting is a type of decorative painting, often using one-stroke 
brush techniques to create folk art designs on common household objects. It first came to 
America with late 18th century German and English settlers and the earliest tole painters 
would often paint decorative designs on tin. Today, tole painters paint on anything from 
wood to ceramics. See examples of this beautiful art form during coffee hour on 
February 9 as Deb Alger shares some examples of her tole painting.   
 

Newcomer Information Session and Buffet Brunch:  Please join us on Sunday, 
February 9 at 11:00 am in the Chapel to learn about membership at First 
Congregational Church as well as FCC's membership in the United Church of Christ.  
Representatives will also be there to share about ministry activities and how you may get 
involved.  All family members welcome! To RSVP, please contact Suzanne Moriondo at 
moriondo@townisp.com.  If you have any questions about FCC or the UCC and don't 
wish to wait for the Information Session, please feel free to contact Rev. Lynne Dolan at 
508-845-7286. 
 

Open & Affirming: At the Annual meeting on Sunday, a motion was passed that 
our Church consider becoming an Open & Affirming congregation before June 1, 2020. 
To prepare the way for a congregational vote, a Task Force is being formed. If you 
would like to serve on the Task Force, contact Jean Feldkamp at 
jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com or call 508-450-0404. 
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Words of Institution and Consecration 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
 power, and the glory, for ever and ever.   Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison) 

       O God who knows every hunger, who hears every groan, who heeds every 
 cry; praise be to you for daily bread.  Praise be to you for new beginnings.  
 Praise be to you for the oneness that is ours in Christ Jesus.  And grant to 
 each of us this day,  some work of peace to do for you.  Amen. 
 

*Hymn #1, NCH           “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude  “Fugue”                                   W. Selby    
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 

 
 

    PLEASE PRAY WITH US 

O God, we are waiting like the priest Simeon to welcome the Holy Child and hold 
him in our arms. We see Christ in the wonders of love, the joys of human connection, 
and in acts of justice, mercy, and peace. But we also want to see him face to face - 
like Simeon - and to be filled with eternal light. As we sojourn here on earth, may we 
share of glimmer of this Light with others and when our time here is done, may we be 
held in the arms of Jesus within the realm of everlasting glory. Amen.  
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie 
Hodge, Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Phyllis Rich, Chris Laurson, Gary 

& Barb Sampson, Betty Morgan, Nedra Billouris, Sandy Wilson, Bill Siegmann, Richie 
Pelletier as well as his sister Anne and his medical team, Donna and Beau Meyer and family.  

 

 … also all military personnel, first responders, and all who protect and care for us. 

mailto:jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com

