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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 
cedirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Adkins, Pastor Emeritus 
 

 

 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 

God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 

teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 

sharing and fellowship. 

 

 

First Congregational Church 

19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 

Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 

 

www.fccsm.org 

Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 

encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 

each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 

someone contact you. 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All are 

welcome. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service. Our 

Welcome Center in Gifford Hall is the place to learn about church programs, ministries, and 

opportunities to volunteer and make a difference. Find out more about this church and our faith 

at an Information Session led by Rev. Dolan.  

Deacon        Amanda Durkin 

Lay Reader      Bill Whitehead 

Refreshments     Provided by Christian Ed 

Flowers this Week   The flowers today are given by Helen Jones in memory her husband, 

           of Matt B. Jones, Jr. 
   

Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 

• Experience a place where God is still speaking 

• Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 

• Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 

• Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 

• Experience a place of joy 

 

 

 

 

For children during worship: 

• Activity baskets are available in the 

far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

• Children’s bulletins are available 

from an usher. 
 

Childcare is provided  

For all children birth through three years 

old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 

show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 

Units for the hearing impaired  

Available on the back table. 
 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 

available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 

pew. Members pray during the week over 

your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 

in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 

Request Box on the table in the rear of the 

Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 

phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 

basket by the name tag racks. 
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CALENDAR 

A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 

GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~HMR: Halliday Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 

S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    
 

 

 

 

Sunday  02/17 9:30    am  Worship 

    10:30 am  Prayer Group-C 

    11:00 am   Training Choir-MR 

    11:00   pm  Occasional Choir  - S 

                     
Monday  02/18     Holiday - Office Closed 

    10:30 am  Parkinson’s Group-GH  

 

Tuesday  02/19 7:00 pm  Budget & Finance-A 

  

Wednesday 02/20 9:30 am  Staff Meeting 

  11:30 am  Martha Circle Guest Speaker-C 

  6:15 pm  Shrewsbury Ringers-S 

  7:30 pm  Parish Pealers-S 

 

Thursday 02/21 7:15 pm  Senior Choir-MR 

  7:30 pm  Pastoral Relations Committee-P 

 

Friday 02/22 9:00 am  Play Group-Preschool Rm 

  3:45 pm  Chimers-C 

  4:00 pm  Youth Singers-MR 

         
Sunday  02/24 9:30 am  Worship  

    10:30 am  Hobby Sharing-GH 

    10:30 am  Prayer Group-C 

    11:00 am  Training Choir-MR 

    11:00 am  Occasional Choir-S 

    6:00 pm  Confirmation Class 

    7:00 pm  Youth Group 
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Grief and Loss Support: Shrewsbury Youth and Family Services invites the community to 

learn more about grief and loss and to participate in a new support group they are forming with 

people who are experiencing the loss of a loved one.  

SYFS invites you to a session called Navigating Loss.  Psychologists, Cathleen Crider, Ph. D. and 

Alan Cusher, Ph. D. will help folks who are navigating through the aftermath of the death of a loved one.  

They will present practical tips on coping with sadness and negative feelings especially when it seems 

that those around you may not feel the same.  Please join them on Tuesday, February 19, 1:00 pm – 2:00 

pm at the Shrewsbury Public Library.  

In addition, SYFS is forming a Senior Bereavement Group.  This group is intended for 

individuals over the age of 65 who have lost a primary family member, spouse or close 

companion.  Led by psychologists, Alan Cusher, Ph.D. and Cathleen Crider, Ph. D. these 

weekly sessions will be held Tuesdays from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. from March 19 – June 4, 

2019.  Please register online at https://give.classy.org/syfsgriefsupportgroup or by calling SYFS at 

(508) 845-6932. 
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 

United Church of Christ 
 

Sunday, February 17, 2019 

9:30 a.m.  
 

 SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  

Sunday School is available for youth from Preschool through  Middle School during regular worship 

services. Preschool, Kindergarten and childcare services begin prior to worship at 9:15am and 1st - 8th 

grade are released to class directly following the ‘Time with Children” in your program.  
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Prelude “Jacob’s Ladder”   trad. 

                                                   Chimers 
                   

Gather 
  

Call to Worship  
    Leader: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord!  

 People: Happy are those whose strength is in you, O God. 

 Leader: My soul longs for the courts of the Lord. 

 People: Happy are those whose strength is in you, O God. 

 Leader: Even the sparrow finds a home at your altar.  

 People: Happy are those whose strength is in you, O God. 
 

*Hymn #407, NCH   “How Firm a Foundation”  
 

Prayer of Confession 
 Leader: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

 Leader: Patient God, 

 People:  we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and      

     deed: we have not loved you with all our heart or served you with all    

     our strength; we have been blind to the vision of a renewed world and    

     deaf to your call to costly discipleship; we have been indifferent to the    

     suffering of others and unwilling to forgive one another. In your      

     mercy, Lord, pardon and restore us, that together in the ministry of     

     Christ we may serve you with joy all the days of our life. Amen.  

 

 

  

 

https://give.classy.org/syfsgriefsupportgroup
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Assurance of Pardon 
        Leader:  The good news is that all who trust in Christ will have their sins forgiven 

      and receive eternal life. As you hold this faith, I declare that you are set  

      free from all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of  

      the Holy Spirit, one God mother of us all.  

 People:   Thanks be to God.  Amen 
 

Anthem  “Sometimes a Light”                      J. Marshall 
                

Time With Children  
     Sunday School children will now be accompanied by the teachers out of worship for 

Christian Education programming.  

  
  

                    Word 
 

 

Reading s:  Matthew 7: 1-14 , 24-29          Page 788, Pew Bible 
 

Sermon:  “Acting In Faith”             Rev. Lynne Dolan 

  

 

 

      

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

9 

Author, Linda Campanella Guest Preacher:  We are thrilled to welcome author Linda Cam-
panella, member of Asylum Hill Congregational Church in Hartford, CT and chair of the board 

of directors of Andover Newton Seminary to join us in worship on Sunday, March 10.   Linda is 

the author of the powerful memoir “When All That’s Left of Me is Love.”  She will be our guest 

preacher at the 9:30 service and then lead us in a talk back session in the chapel after church. We 

encourage you to read her book in advance of her coming.   You may purchase her book during 

coffee hour starting February 17 or by calling the church office to reserve a copy at the discount-

ed cost of $10.  The book is also available on Audible and in ebook format. 
 

Living Into Aging and Dying: A 5 Part Lenten Series:  The board of Deacons invites you to 

participate in a five part Lenten series that will explore ways in which we approach the end of 

life or assist loved ones in making important decisions as they approach their final days. We will 

include a session on caring for the Caregiver.  The weekly sessions will be held on Monday eve-

nings in the Youth Room.  Please join us for light supper at 6:30 and an informative and lively 

discussion from 7:00 – 8:30.  The following is a brief description of each session.  

Sunday, March 10: Guest preacher and author, Linda Campanella to preach and dialogue about 

her book, “When All That’s Left of Me is Love.”  Books available for purchase in advance.  

Talk back session in the chapel after service. 

March 11:  Living While Dying, a 45 minute documentary on dying well.  Discussion to follow 

March 18:  Caring for the Caregivers:  an evening of sharing, support, prayer and resources for 

those who are caring for loved ones. 

March 25:  The Spirituality of Aging:  how to enrich the spiritual lives of those in the aging pro-

cess especially those dealing with memory impairment or forms of dementia.  

April 1:  Focusing on What Matters Most:  Examining the 5 Wishes Document and My Gift of 

Grace: a group activity that gets people talking about end of life/death issues. 

April 8:  Facing Tough Questions and Decisions at the End of Life: care options, hospice care, 

what to know and what to ask.  Facilitators will include, Dr. Harvey Claremont, retired physi-

cian. 

Suggested Reading and Resources: 

Article excerpted from Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End, by Atul Gawande, 

published by Macmillan. First published on Slate.com, October 6, 2014. Copies upon request in 

the church office, at coffee hour or from Rev. Lynne Dolan. 

Being Mortal by Atul Gawande.  

When All That’s Left of Me is Love by Linda Campanella. Copies available at coffee hour and 

in the church office.  

Videos available regarding “Being Mortal”  Please visit AtulGawande.com for many video op-

tions including his Frontline documentary based on his book.   

On The Brink of Everything: Grace, Gravity, and Getting Old by Parker Palmer.   

Healing and Feeling Human by Sharing Our Stories article by Linda Campanella ( available on 

line here:  https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/healing-feeling-human-sharing-our-stories-linda-

campanella/) or find copies at coffee hour or in church office. 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0805095152/?tag=slatmaga-20
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/healing-feeling-human-sharing-our-stories-linda-campanella/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/healing-feeling-human-sharing-our-stories-linda-campanella/
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Super Saturday:  Please join us on March 16 for  a day of worship, learning and fellowship 

at Super Saturday. The event is held at Minneachague Regional High School in Wilbraham, 

MA.  The cost is $54.  If we register 5 people together, we get a group discount ($44/

person).  Please send your registration form to Rev. Dolan. The registration form can be 

found at  macucc.org.  Registration closes on March 2. 
 

Piano in need of a home: Upright piano on the 2nd floor that is no longer needed. Curtis 

says "it's playable, but not tuned." It hasn't been used in a long time. It's heavy and white and 

looks like it was painted a long time ago. Includes bench. It needs to be taken away - delivery 

is not possible, but we can get it to the parking lot for you.   
 

Tub of Toiletries Collection: The Mission & Outreach Ministry at First Congregational 

Church is holding their annual toiletries, etc. collection for St. Anne’s Church.  For many 

years FCC, in conjunction with the Boy Scouts, has helped provide certain items that are in 

high demand but are difficult for St. Anne’s to obtain.  With your help, we hope to continue 

this tradition.  Please see the list below for items needed. We request that all items be brought 

to FCC & placed in the “tub” on the stage by Friday March 15 as the Boy Scouts will be 

delivering these items to St. Anne’s on Saturday March 16. Thank you so much for your 

support! Items needed: Bar soap, Shampoo & conditioner, Baby shampoo, Laundry 

detergent, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Dental floss, Deodorants, Toilet paper, Tissues, Paper 

towels, Paper napkins, Diapers, Sanitary napkins, Shaving razors, Shaving cream, Dish soap, 

Flour, Sugar, Sugar substitute, Mayonnaise, Mustard, Ketchup, Relish, Cooking oils, Coffee 

(regular & decaf), Crackers (including goldfish). 
 

California Uncorked!: Please join your church friends for a virtual wine-tasting-tour thru 

the vineyards of Napa Valley and beyond. If California was a country, it would be the 4th 

most prodigious wine producer in the world, after France, Italy & Spain! Join us on Saturday 

evening, March 2 at the Shrewsbury Total Wine & More store (next to Trader Joe’s). There 

is a classroom inside the store. After a brief guide to “Wine Tasting 101”, we’ll be sampling 

multiple whites and reds from the great state of California. Appetizers and Pizza will also be 

served. This is the 3rd wine tasting event Social Circles has organized at Total 

Wine….they’re popular!  The event runs from 6:30 to 8:30 pm on Saturday, March 2nd .   

Price is $25. Signups are on Sundays in Gifford Hall, or contact David McRae at 

davidmcrae333@gmail.com  or 508-842-4890. 
 

Sew-a-thon: Announcing Sew-a-thon 2019 is coming, on Sunday, March 24, from 1 p.m. 

until 4 p.m. in the Adkins room.  Come create a dress, or a pair of shorts, or a 

kerchief!  Please bring your portable sewing machine, thread and a full bobbin, pin cushion, 

scissors and an extension cord.  We will have a fully cut out item ready for you to assemble! 

Don’t sew, but you’d like to come?  Will you iron our items? 
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Response 
Communal Prayer 
 Refrain 

 

Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving 
   Refrain 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom       

     come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our       

     daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who    

     trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from      

     evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.    

     Amen. 

 

 

mailto:davidmcrae333@gmail.com
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Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory   “Air from French Suite No. 2”  J. S. Bach  
   

*Doxology    (Sung to the tune “Old Hundredth”) 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

   Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

   Praise Holy Spirit evermore: 

   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
   We need only ask, O God, and you grant us all that we need. May we 

 continually focus on the abundance of our lives and not what we are lacking. 

 Accept these gifts that we offer and bless all those who will benefit from them. 

 We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #607, NCH                “We Would Be Building” 
 

Benediction 
 

Congregational Response #61, v.1, Pilgrim “God Be With You” 
 

Postlude  “Gigue from French Suite No. 2”              J. S. Bach  
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

The worship material comes from:   “Clergy Stuff: Program 2 2018-19, January 6, 2019 – 

June 9, 2019, Worship Resources” 

    PLEASE PRAY WITH US 

O Lord, you give good things to all who ask of you. So move our hearts to the same 

generosity of spirit, that we might model your grace in our lives, to the glory of your 

name. Amen. 

 
Nolan Schloemer, Bill Gibbs, Neil Collins, Jeff Bishop, Betty Gibb, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie 

Hodge, Sr. Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Mary Ramachandra, Phyllis Rich, 
Chris Laurson and Gary Sampson.  

 

 … also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first responders, 

counselors, therapists, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us. 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
 

February 20  Martha Circle Guest Speaker 

             February 24  Hobby Sharing with Mitchell Porter      
 

Lenten Devotional:  Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten season. We will 

continue the tradition of offering a Lenten devotional for your use during this season. This is 

a wonderful opportunity to share your spiritual reflections with others. We invite you to 

choose a scripture passage and write a brief reflection and closing prayer. These heartfelt 

writings have become a welcome addition to our Lenten journey. The sign up with the list of 

passages is available in Gifford Hall in Sunday School Corner, you may also notify the office, 

or use the sign-up link below. We ask that all completed submissions be sent to Ellen Jones 

by February 25. (office@fccsm.org)    

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aaba72eaafe3-lenten  
 

Youth News:  

 Today   
  Youth Group: No Youth Group - School Vacation 

  Confirmation Class:  No evening class - School Vacation 

 February 24: 

  Youth Group: 7:00pm - bring your favorite Non-Electronic Board Game 

  Confirmation Class:  Evening class with Mentors: Planning for Ash Wednesday service  
 

Martha Circle will meet on February 20 at 11:30am in the Chapel. For our February meeting, 

we are having a wonderful speaker, Wolf Goethert from our congregation.  His topic is, "Becoming an 

American".  Wolf was born in Berlin during WW2 and he will talk about his experience of coming to 

America.  All are welcome to come and hear him.  It will be a brown bag lunch. Martha Circle is 

open to all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting 

fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers and are engaged in many 

goodwill projects and fundraising to benefit the church and community.  For information, 

contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421. 
 

The Occasional Choir will perform at the Ash Wednesday service on March 6 at 7 PM. Join 

us for rehearsal in the Sanctuary at 11:00 AM on the following days: February 17, 24 and 

March 3. Please plan to be at 3 of the 5 available rehearsals. Contact Music Director Curtis 

Smith musicdirector@fccsm.org for more information. 
 

Do You Have a Hobby You Would Like to Share?:  In early January, Ann Cairns 

graciously displayed her rug hooking hobby.  How many of you were interested enough to 

want to try it?  Mitchell Porter will be presenting his woodworking hobby during 

Coffee Hour on February 24. If you have a hobby you'd like to share during a coffee 

hour, please contact Tom Porter (tlporter@townisp.com or 774-275-0319) to schedule a date! 

mailto:office@fccsm.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EWTXMLDDgE9Vnu-mrqpzA_94rRivB_ttY_j3Fbe_kpOnYvyeHLoit_3I2suKRmLCMvY5c5zqEJNeqVjugECSUGphbQtm0Iu6b0tXZb3jqWrek53yHYGkwiP_L5Cq108f6f41eAydMvi8-cYef2fB5CH-0V47LyGcfYDdwy93_5-2AHNfqPOA2SwBs7sxw0PcpacQ-k4Edh1_Kn0DE06QhyjrUdzo7xKx&c=-
mailto:musicdirector@fccsm.org
mailto:tlporter@townisp.com

