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Lessons & Carols 
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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 
encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 
each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 
someone contact you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

             Deacon       Rosemary Horesta 
             Lay Reader     Bill Whitehead 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

For children during worship: 

 Activity baskets are available in the 
far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

 Children’s bulletins are available 
from an usher. 

 

Childcare is provided  
For all children birth through three years 
old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 
show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 
Units for the hearing impaired  
Available on the back table. 
 

 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 
available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 
pew. Members pray during the week over 
your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 
in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 
Request Box on the table in the rear of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 
phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 
basket by the name tag racks. 

 

7 

CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo, Interim Pastor 
jim@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

 
 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 
teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 
sharing and fellowship. 
 
 

First Congregational Church 
19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 
Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 
 

www.fccsm.org 
Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
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The Church Staff wishes you 
and your family a joyous Christmas 

and a happy, healthy New Year 
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 
United Church of Christ 

 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 
7:00 p.m.  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS 
Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  

 
 

Prelude “Gesù Bambino ”                                                        P. Yon 
 

Welcome 

Gather 
 

Call to Worship    
 Leader:  Like the shepherds, we come to the stable, uncertain of what we have heard  
     and seen, 
 People: longing to hear a word of peace and joy. 
 

 Leader:  Like the wise ones, we have journeys to make, gifts to offer, and hope in our 
      hearts, 
 People:  that this world can change for the better. 
 

 Leader:  Here, in the stillness of a winter’s night, we gather to share the light of Christ, 
      a light that shines in the nightfall. 
 People:  We gather in the wonder of this night to share our joy and thanks for   
      new life. 
 

*Carol #132, Pilgrim   “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  
 

Christmas Prayer 
 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

The First Lesson     Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
Carol:  “Come, O Long-Expected Jesus              K. Kosche 
 

The Second Lesson    Luke 1:26–35 
Carol:  “Mid-winter”                        B. Chilcott 
 

The Third Lesson    Luke 2:1–14 
*Carol #120, Pilgrim   “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
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The Fourth Lesson    Luke 2: 15-20 
Carol:  “Nativity Carol”                        J. Rutter 
 

The Fifth Lesson      John 1:1–14 
*Carol #118, NCH   “Of the Parent’s Heart Begotten” 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy  
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and    
 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead  
 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and   
 the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory “Sleeps Judea Fair”                  H. Mackinnon 
 

*Christmas Doxology Sung to the tune “Greensleeves” 

  So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, 
 Come peasant, king to own him; 
 The King of kings salvation brings, 
 Let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 This, this is Christ the King, 
 Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 The babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
  There are so many things to be thankful for tonight, God. Receive these tokens of    
  our gratitude for your love incarnate in the babe of Bethlehem. May they become  
  God-with-us for all the world.  May they breathe magic back into a world that  
  longs for a sense of wonder and joy.  Amen. 
 

A Word of Peace 
 

Lighting the Candles and Sharing the Light 
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*Carol  “Silent Night” 
 1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright  
  Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild. 
  Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
  Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
  Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 
  Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

(Carol repeated with humming only.) 
                

 

Benediction 
From this house to yours, may you share in the gifts of this season. 
May love, the promise of generations, attend you. 
Joy, the gift of life together, fill you. 
Peace, the desire of neighbour and nations, find you. 
Hope, the horizon of faith, sustain you. 
And may a very Merry Christmas be yours. Amen. 
 

*Carol #130, Pilgrim   “Joy to the World the Lord Is Come” 
 

Sending Forth 
 

Postlude  “Joy to the World”                            H. Balcombe  

 
 
*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

 
 

The candles at this evening’s worship service should be handled with care. Please 
keep the flames away from hair and loose clothing and supervise children at all 

times. An usher will offer a candle to the first person seated at the end of the pew. 
Tip the unlit candle toward the lit candle.  

Please make sure candles are extinguished properly 
 

 

    
     
 


