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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo, Interim Pastor 
jim@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

 
 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 
teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 
sharing and fellowship. 
 
 

First Congregational Church 
19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 
Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 
 

www.fccsm.org 
Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 

 

  

 

5:00pm 

Family Service 
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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 
encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 
each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 
someone contact you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

              Deacon       Deb Del Dotto 
              Lay Reader     Dana Del Dotto 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

For children during worship: 

 Activity baskets are available in the 
far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

 Children’s bulletins are available 
from an usher. 

 

Childcare is provided  
For all children birth through three years 
old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 
show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 
Units for the hearing impaired  
Available on the back table. 
 

 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 
available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 
pew. Members pray during the week over 
your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 
in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 
Request Box on the table in the rear of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 
phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 
basket by the name tag racks. 
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Joy to the World 
Joy to the World; the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King! 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields & floods, rocks, hills & plains 
Repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love. 
 

Postlude  “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentleman”                       D. Holt  
 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
                        

The Church Staff wishes you 
and your family a joyous Christmas 

and a happy, healthy New Year 
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The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy  
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and    
 forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead  
 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and   
 the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory “The First Noel”                       D. Holt 
 

*Christmas Doxology Sung to the tune “Greensleeves” 

  So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, 
 Come peasant, king to own him; 
 The King of kings salvation brings, 
 Let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 This, this is Christ the King, 
 Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 The babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
God who gives life to all things, and richly provides us with everything, 
use our offerings to spread your light of wonder and peace in the world. Amen. 
 

Sharing the Light 
 

Silent Night 
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child. 
Holy Infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Blessing 
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 
United Church of Christ 

 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 
5:00 p.m.  

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE 
Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  

Child-care is available in the nursery room for this service from 4:30pm-6:30pm  
 

Prelude “Christmastime is Here”                                                    V. Guaraldi 
 

Welcome 

 

Gather 
 

Call to Worship    
 Leader:  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill toward all.  

 People:  For out of God’s own being, Jesus has come to bring love and light to all 
      people.  

 Leader:  Jesus is our Emmanuel – God with Us – come to gather our tears and our   
      laughter, ourselves and our lives into God’s love.  

 People: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill toward all.  
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels; 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
Leader: Tonight we light the four candles of Advent waiting. We light one for the people 
who waited for hundreds of years for God's Messiah. We light one for Mary and Joseph 
waiting for Jesus to be born. We light one for all the waiting we have done getting ready 
for this night. We light one for all the people who are still waiting tonight for God's love 
and justice and peace. But tonight, we can finally light the Christ Candle. Jesus is born! 
The Messiah has come! So let us all say, "Merry Christmas!"  
 

Children’s Anthem  “Walk in the Light”                A. Thomas 
                       Youth Singers/Training Choir 
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The Christmas Story: Luke 2:1-5 
 Mary and Joseph brought to the creche 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  
 

Luke 2:6-7 
(Baby Jesus and sheep/animals brought to the creche) 
 

Away in a Manger 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

Luke 2: 8–14 
(Angels brought to the creche) 
 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Luke 2:15-20 
(shepherds brought to the creche) 
 

The First Noel 
The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay. 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
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Matthew 2:1-11 
(wise men brought to the creche) 
We Three Kings 
We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain following yonder star. 
Oh, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding guide us to thy Perfect Light. 
 

Children’s Anthem  “A Song of Jesus’ Birth”           D. Stocker 
                       Youth Singers/Training Choir 
 

Children's Story: A Christmas Story 
 

Christmas Intercessory Prayer  
Jesus Christ, born in a stable, 
Be with the poor and homeless this Christmas time. 
As we pray, live and give; 
shine your everlasting light. 
(moment of silence) 
 

Jesus Christ, born of Mary, 
Be with young mothers across the world this Christmas time. 
As we pray, live and give; 
shine your everlasting light. 
(moment of silence) 
 

Jesus Christ, visited by Shepherds, 
Be with all who have to work this Christmas, and those who long to work. 
As we pray, live and give; 
shine your everlasting light. 
(moment of silence) 
 

Jesus Christ, 
who became a refugee, 
Be with those who fear for their lives, and those who have left homes and families 
this Christmas. 
As we pray, live and give; 
shine your everlasting light. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 

    
     
 


