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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 

encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 

each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 

someone contact you. 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All 

are welcome. 
 

 

Deacon        Deb Del Dotto 

Lay Readers      Heather, Mark and Miya Vaillancourt  
 
 
 
 
 

Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 

• Experience a place where God is still speaking 

• Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 

• Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 

• Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 

• Experience a place of joy 

 

 

 

 

For children during worship: 

• Activity baskets are available in the 

far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

• Children’s bulletins are available 

from an usher. 
 

Childcare is provided  

For all children birth through three years 

old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 

show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 

Units for the hearing impaired  

Available on the back table. 
 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 

available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 

pew. Members pray during the week over 

your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 

in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 

Request Box on the table in the rear of the 

Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 

phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 

basket by the name tag racks. 
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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 
cedirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Adkins, Pastor Emeritus 
 

 

 

 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 

God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 

teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 

sharing and fellowship. 

 

 

 

First Congregational Church 

19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 

Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 

www.fccsm.org 

Join us on Facebook 
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Benediction 
 

 Light has been born. 

 Truth has a face. 

 The angels are singing. 

 Heaven is celebrating. 

 Tell out the good news. 

 Christ is born! Alleluia!  Amen! 
 

Postlude   “Joy to the World”  W. Held  

                                Performed by Isabelle Zhao  

 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Staff wishes you 

and your family a joyous Christmas 

and a happy, healthy New Year 
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 

United Church of Christ 
 

Monday, December 24, 2018 

5:00 p.m. 
 

 CHRISTMAS EVE   

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  

Child-care is available in the nursery room for this service from 4:30pm-6:30pm  
 

Welcome 

 

Prelude “Christmas Carol Medley”                                            Performed by Chimers                  

Gather   

Call to Worship/Lighting the Christ Candle 
 Leader: Grant us the courage to hope.    

 People:  Hope for your presence, your promise, your peace.   

 Leader:  Grant us the courage to make peace.    

 People:  Peace in our hearts, our homes, our communities.   

 Leader:  Grant us the courage to experience joy.    

 People:  Joy in the face of apathy, of sorrow, of uncertainty.   

 Leader:  Grant us the courage to share your love.   

 People:  Love for the unexpected challenge, the vulnerable one, the presence of  God.   

     Peace, hope, joy and love.   Christmas comes to us once more. (The Christ   

     candle is lit) 
 

*Hymn “O Come, All You Faithful” Adeste Fideles  
 O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, O Come ye, O come ye, to  Bethlehem. 

 Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels;  
 

 Refrain:   O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

 Christ the Lord.  
 

  Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  Glory to 

 God, In the highest;   
 

 Refrain:  
 

 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning; Jesus, to Thee be glory given; Word of 

 the Father, Now in flesh appearing.   
 

 Refrain:  
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Christmas Litany                     (Adapt. C. Robinson) 

 Leader: May our time together lead us to the peace of the season.   

 People: May our hearts embrace the wonder of our story.  

 Leader: Like the wandering couple,   

 People: May we find that our joys emerge from our trials.  

 Leader: Like the harried innkeeper,   

 People: May we find ways to help others.  

 Leader: Like the lumbering beasts,   

 People: May we be silent witnesses to awe.  

 Leader: Like the shepherds on the hill,   

 People: May we not be afraid.  

 Leader: Like the journeying wise Ones,   

 People: May we have the courage to follow our stars.  

 Leader: Like the angels,   

 People: May we cry peace to a troubled world.  

 Leader: May this season of peace and goodwill nudge our world towards its ideals,  

 People: Then will Christmas truly dawn.       
 

Anthem  “Hydom, Hydom”                    T. Mitchell  

            Performed by Youth Singers and Training Choir 
   

                    Word 
   

The Christmas Story:  Luke 2: 1-14         Page 832, Pew Bible 
All illustrations for the Christmas Story are hand-drawn by students in our Sunday School  

 

The Story of Wilbur  
 

Anthem  “A Star A Song”                    H. Hopson  

            Performed by Youth Singers and Training Choir 
 

Prayer of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom       

     come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our       

     daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who    

     trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from      

     evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.    

     Amen. 
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Invitation to Place Prayers in Cradle and Present Offering 
 

Offertory   “Silent Night”  W. Held 

                                  Performed by Isabelle Zhao    
 

*Doxology Carol “In the Bleak Midwinter”    Christina Rossetti and Gustav Holst 
   What can I give him, poor as I am? 

 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

 If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

 Yet what I can I give him—give my heart.     
 

Prayer of Dedication  Ruth Duck 

   Leader:  We praise you, hidden God, that in Jesus Christ you have come to us to   

      speak your Word of love and life.  Touch us with unearthly joy,   
 

 People:  like the singing of angels;   
 

 Leader:  fill us with wonder,   
 

 People:  like the eyes of children;   
 

 Leader:  teach us to humble ourselves before you,    

 People:  like the worshiping magi.   
 

 

 Leader:  May our journey to the manger be only the beginning of a lifetime of    

      service to Jesus our Christ.    

 All: Amen.  
 

Retelling the Story and Celebration of the Light 

 

*Closing Hymn  “Silent Night”  
 

 Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright, 

 Round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild 

 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

 Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia 

 Christ, the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born 
 

 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 

 Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

 


