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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 

encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 

each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 

someone contact you. 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All 

are welcome. 
 

Deacon        Tonya Hautala 

Lay Reader      Bill Garcia  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 

• Experience a place where God is still speaking 

• Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 

• Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 

• Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 

• Experience a place of joy 

 

 

 

 

For children during worship: 

• Activity baskets are available in the 

far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

• Children’s bulletins are available 

from an usher. 
 

Childcare is provided  

For all children birth through three years 

old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 

show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 

Units for the hearing impaired  

Available on the back table. 
 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 

available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 

pew. Members pray during the week over 

your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 

in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 

Request Box on the table in the rear of the 

Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 

phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 

basket by the name tag racks. 
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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 
cedirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Adkins, Pastor Emeritus 
 

 

 

 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 

God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 

teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 

sharing and fellowship. 

 

 

 

First Congregational Church 

19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 

Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 

www.fccsm.org 

Join us on Facebook 
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Sending Forth 
 Leader:  Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, is here! 

      The shepherds heard it and came. 

      The angels sang it to all who would listen. 

      The people listen and respond! 

      Glory to God! 
 

 All:  Glory in the highest heaven! 

     A Savior who is Christ the Lord is come! 

  Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 

*Carol #130 Pilgrim    “Joy to the World! the Lord is Come” 
 

Benediction 
   

Postlude   “Joy to the World”  H. Balcome 
                                  

 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

The candles at this evening’s worship service should be handled with care.  Please 

keep the flames away from hair and loose clothing and supervise children at all 

times. An usher will offer a candle to the first person seated at the end of the pew.  

Tip the unlit candle toward the lit candle.  

 Please make sure candles are extinguished properly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Staff wishes you 

and your family a joyous Christmas 

and a happy, healthy New Year 
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 

United Church of Christ 
 

Monday, December 24, 2018 

10:00 p.m. 
 

 CHRISTMAS EVE  

Candlelight Service 
 

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  
 

Welcome 

 

Prelude “Silent Night”                    C. Moklebust 

                 Performed by Shrewsbury Ringers 
          

Gather 
  

Call to Worship (from Luke 2: 10-15) 

Leader:  Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy.  

People:  To us is born this day in the city of David a Savior, the Messiah, the  

      Lord.  
 

Leader:  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in cloth and   

      lying in a manger. 
 

People:   Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace! Let us go now to   

       Bethlehem. 
 

*Carol #132 Pilgrim              “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
 

   Leader:  We light the Christ candle to symbolize God’s promise fulfilled. For a  

         child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his  

          shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,    

          Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Glory to God in the highest heaven,     

                  and peace to all on whom his favor rests. 
 

People: Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
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Christmas Prayer 
 

 Living God, on this holy night we gather—to stand with shepherds, amazed at 

 your glory; to sing with angels, rejoicing in your work; to wait with Joseph, 

 trusting in your promise; to sit with Mary, cradling your love.  May the good 

 news of this night inspire us to tell the world of our great joy: for to us is born 

 a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord.  Glory and praise to forever!  Amen. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 Page 555, Pew Bible 
 

*Carol #129 Pilgrim        “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
 

Second Reading Luke 2:1-14 Page 832, Pew Bible 
 

Anthem  “As Lately We Watched”                    T. Kirk  

                        Performed by Senior Choir 
 

Third Reading Luke 2:15-20 Page 833, Pew Bible 
 

*Carol #140 Pilgrim      “What Child Is This, Who Laid to Rest” 
 

                    Word 
   

Christmas Message  “God With Us!  Oh My!!”         Rev. Lynne M. Dolan 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  

 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory  “In Dulci Jubilo”   J. Petbel 
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*Doxology Carol “In the Bleak Midwinter”    Christina Rossetti and Gustav Holst 
   What can I give him, poor as I am? 

 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

 If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

 Yet what I can I give him—give my heart.     
 

Prayer of Dedication   
   We place before your altar, O Lord, the gifts which our hearts are inspired to 

 offer. Though nothing can fully express our wonder at your incarnation, we 

 know that you will accept what we bring as a tribute of love and thanksgiving 

 for your priceless gift to us. We ask this in his name, Jesus Christ our newborn 

 king. Amen. 
 

A Word of Peace 
 

Lighting the Candles and Sharing the Light 
 

 *Carol “Silent Night”  
 

 Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright, 

 Round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild 

 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

 Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia 

 Christ, the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born 
 

 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 

 Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
(Carol repeated with humming only.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


