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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo, Interim Pastor 
jim@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 
cedirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

 
 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 
teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 
sharing and fellowship. 
 
 

First Congregational Church 
19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 
Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 
 

www.fccsm.org 
Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 
encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 
each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 
someone contact you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service.  
 

Deacon       George Horesta 
Lay Reader     Bill Whitehead 
Refreshments    Music 
Flowers this Week  Our Poinsettia Honors & Memorials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For children during worship: 

 Activity baskets are available in the 
far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

 Children’s bulletins are available 
from an usher. 

 

Childcare is provided  
For all children birth through three years 
old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 
show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 
Units for the hearing impaired  
Available on the back table. 
 

 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 
available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 
pew. Members pray during the week over 
your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 
in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 
Request Box on the table in the rear of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 
phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 
basket by the name tag racks. 
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CALENDAR 
A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 

GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~HMR: Halliday Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 
S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  12/15 9:30 am  Sunday Worship/3rd Day of Advent/Tableau 
    10:30 pm  Prayer Group-C  
    11:00 am  Occasional Choir-S           
    11:00 am  Training Choir-MR 
    2:00 pm  Youth Group-Y 
    6:00 pm  Holiday Service of Loving Care-C 
       
Monday  12/16 10:30 am  Parkinson’s Chorus-GH 
 
Tuesday  12/17 7:00 pm  Church Council Mtg-A 
         
Wednesday 12/18 10:00 am  Staff Meeting 
    11:00 am  Martha Circle-A 
    6:30 pm  Shrewsbury Ringers-S 
    7:30 pm  Parish Pealers-S 
 
Thursday  12/19 7:15 pm  Senior Choir-MR    
 
Friday  12/20 3:45 pm  Chimers-C 
    4:00 pm  Youth Singers-MR 
 
     
Sunday  12/22 9:30 am  Sunday Worship/Third Day of Advent 
    10:30 am  Prayer Group-C 
    11:00 am  Occasional Choir-S           
    11:00 am  Training Choir-MR 
                         
        
 
 

      
      

  
      

 

COG Deadline for February is January 10 
Annual Report Deadline is December 16 
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Lay Readers: The board of deacons is prepar ing the 2020 worship schedule. We 
view our church as the hands and feet of God and Jesus. We are seeking individuals 
who would like to share their gift of public speaking to join our lay reader ministry. 
Lay readers are asked to read clearly and set the tone in preparation for the pastor’s 
sermon each Sunday during worship. Anyone interested in sharing their gift of 
communicating in this way should contact deacon George Horesta via email at 
gjhoresta@gmail.com or speak with George during coffee hour. Wherever you are 
on life’s journey, you are always welcome here!   
 

Christmas Fund Collection: for  the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency 
Fund. The annual UCC special collection for the Christmas Fund will take place on 
Sunday, December 22. This collection helps support in need retired UCC clergy, lay 
employees & their surviving spouses with monthly pension & health premium 
supplementation.  It also provides special Christmas thank you checks to retirees and 
emergency grants to active & retired UCC clergy and lay employees in urgent need 
or crisis.  
 

Envelopes will be available in the Sunday bulletin on the  December 22 and can be 
placed in the plate during the offertory or sent into the office.  Envelopes will also be 
available on the Mission & Outreach bulletin board in the hallway outside Gifford 
Hall starting the week of December 9.  Please consider bringing hope to those who 
spent their lives serving God and the church and now find themselves in unexpected 
financial need. Thank you from the Mission and Outreach Ministry. 
 

Youth Group:   
December 15 - Cookies & Conversation...2-5PM (visiting shut-ins), bring a $10 wrapped 
gift if you want to participate in the Yankee Swap  
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 
United Church of Christ 

 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 
9:30 a.m.  

“MAKE BLESSINGS KNOWN:  UNABASHED JOY” 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  
Sunday School is available for children Preschool through Middle School. Preschool and 

Kindergarten begin prior to worship at 9:15am on the third floor and 1st - 8th are released to their 
classes following the ‘Time with Children’.  

 

Prelude “Come Christians, Join to Sing” trad. Spanish Melody 

                                                                             Chimers 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Gather 
Worship Introduction 
This morning, as we continue traveling through the season of Advent, on our way to 
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, we also continue in our worship celebrating the 300th 
anniversary of one of the most well-known Christmas carols, “Joy to the World.” We will join 
our hearts and voices, along with the prophet Isaiah, and Elizabeth to employ all of our songs 
in praise to God.  
 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting  
Reader 1 – As we’ve walked through the first two weeks of Advent, we lit the candles of hope 
and love. Hope invites us to prepare room for a Savior. Love challenges us to employ songs 
proclaiming Jesus’ reign. This morning, our wreath grows brighter still, as we light the candle 
of joy.  The third (pink) candle is lit.  
 

Reader 2 – The prophet Isaiah paints a picture with these words from God, recorded in chapter 
35, verses 1 and 2, and verse 10. ..“ 
 

Reader 1 – Centuries later, Mary would sing, “My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior.” Though uncertainty lay ahead, and her own life would bear its 
share of grief, she rejoiced at the unfolding of God’s plans for rescue and restoration, as all of 
creation will one day again burst into bloom as God designed. As Christians, we are invited to 
live in ways that allow others to catch a glimpse of that great and glorious day when gladness 
and joy will overtake all of God’s children, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. Let us pray.  
 

All: Kindle joy in us, O God, that your blessings would flow throughout creation, and 
that your plan of rescue and restoration might unfold through our lives. May our 
community, nation and world look a little more like the kingdom of heaven because we 
are here. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

mailto:gjhoresta@gmail.com
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All sing:  

    No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

Call to Worship   based on Psalm 98:7-8  
    Leader: Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.  

    People: Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;  

    Leader: Come together, sisters and brothers in Christ, to fill the earth with songs of      

                  joy.  

    All: May our worship this day glorify the Lord, as we rejoice in God our Savior.   
 

*Hymn #108, Pilgrim   “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”  
 

Unison Prayer of Confession  from the Methodist Church in Britain 
    O Emmanuel, as we enter this season of longing and waiting, bear with us a little     
    longer; be patient with our impatience. You have journeyed alongside us from   
    the beginning of time, yet still we miss the signs of your presence. When we are  
    blinded by the brashness of this season, open our eyes to the glimpses of your  
    glory. When we want simple answers, open our minds to the hints of incarnation.   
    When we are deafened by our own shouting, open our ears to the songs of your  
    grace. May we share with you in longing for restoration and renewal and may  
    we be watchful for the light that breaks through the darkness of our world. In  
    Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
    Leader: God says: ‘Be patient, watch and wait, for the time is close at hand.’ Know   
  that you are loved, forgiven and healed. 
    People: Amen. Thanks be to God.  
 

Anthem “Advent Carol”                    P. Niedmann 
 

Christmas Tableau presented by the Sunday School 
 

*Hymn #141, Pilgrim   “The First Nowell”  
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LOOKING AHEAD  
  

           December 22     Christmas Fund Collection 
           December 23     Caroling on the Common 
    Christmas Eve, December 24     5:00pm  Family Service 
                      7:00pm  Lessons & Carols 
                      10:00pm  Candleight Service 
  

Today - Advent - This Advent and Chr istmas we continue celebrate the 300th 
anniversary of Isaac Watt’s famous, unlikely Christmas hymn using material developed 
by Marcia McFee, a leading expert on worship, in her series “Heaven and Nature Sing: 
300 Years of Joy to the World”. Today, is the Third Sunday of Advent. 
 

Annual Christmas Tableau:   Today we celebrate the bir th of the Holy Child as the 
Sunday School continues a long-time church tradition of performing a pageant of the 
Christmas story.  
 

Tonight - FCC Caregiver Support: Sunday, December 15 at 6:00pm:  A Holiday 
Service of Loving Care. For caregivers, allies and those who support them. Feel 
God’s spirit of comfort in music and stations of worship to provide hope and light 
amidst the common darkness in this season. Fully handicap accessible and absolutely 
everyone is included! 
 

SERRV: Just in time for  Chr istmas! Unique handcrafted items from SERRV are 
on sale in Gifford Hall after the service. Your purchases help alleviate poverty and 
provide hope and opportunity for the many artisans around the world supported by 
SERRV International.   Additional proceeds also benefit other programs determined by 
the Mission and Outreach Ministry of this church. The SERRV table is located near the 
stage in Gifford Hall.  Please stop by during coffee hour. 
 

Occasional Choir:  Join us for  the Occasional Choir  on Chr istmas Eve at the 10pm 
service. Remaining rehearsals are Sunday December 15 and 22 at 11am.  
 

Stewardship: Thank you to all who pledged for  2020! Thanks to members and 
friends like you, we anticipate reaching our $300,000 goal before the new year begins. 
We are truly blessed! If you haven’t pledged yet, please prayerfully consider any 
amount to support. our church as we continue to serve as the hands and feet of God and 
Jesus. Feel free to set up automatic monthly donations, or a one time annual donation, 
through the giving section of our website:   
https://tinyurl.com/FCCSMstewardship. No gift is too big or too small. With the 
financial support of each of us, our church can effectively budget for the coming year.  
 
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/FCCSMstewardship
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Given By:             In Honor or Memory of: 
 

Donna and Ali Kafel         Our loved ones 
 

Sue & Craig Phyfe         Our dads 
 

Gloria Symonds           My parents John & Augusta Symonds 
 

The Alger Family          Our families 
 

Marion Harnois           Family members now deceased 
 

Carol  & Tami Baker,        Ernest & Agnes Clark 
 The Bowler Family        Lloyd & Edith Baker 
 

The Shaw & Cullen Families     Our loved ones 
 

Mummy, Daddy, Dana, Darren,   Joseph Del Dotto, son, brother, uncle 
Darcy, Drea, Dylan, Devin 
 

Susan & Larry Mitchell       Chris Mitchell 
 

Colleen & Dean Tipple       Floria Kelly, Gilbert Kelly, Jacob Tipple 
 

The Scott Family          Thomas & Barbara Scott 
 

Macdonald Family         Grace & Gary 
 

Kathi Buzzell and Carol Correia   Al and Jean Haynes - our parents 
 

The Colby Family          Ruth and Harold Colby 
 

Nancy Perkins            Dick Perkins 
 

Amanda & Paul Durkin       Grandmother Mildred Pillman Allen 
 

Brad, Kevin and Shawn Durkin   Grandpa Ralph W. Wilson 
 

Mary M. Maranda          Lillian Wykes & Leo Maranda 
 

David & Kathleen Rocheleau    Our parents 
 

Bob Bunker             Mr. & Mrs. E.G. Bunker and Barbara 
 

The Evasius Family         In honor of the Season 

Memorials & Poinsettias, Christmas 2019 
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Word 
Scripture: 
   Isaiah 35: 1-10 (CEB) 

   Luke 1: 46b-55 (The Message)               
 

*Hymn #105, NCH   “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear”  
 

Sermon:  “Gaudete: Don’t worry, be happy”  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
 

Response 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom       
     come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our       
     daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who    
     trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from      
     evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and   
   ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory “Pat-a-pan”                      J. Hall 

                  Shrewsbury Ringers 
 

*Advent Doxology Sung to the tune “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
 on every hill and coast! 
 Praise God above, all angels who 
 comprise the heavenly host! 
 Praise to Creator and the Christ 
 and to the Holy Ghost! 
 O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy! 
 O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

Prayer of Dedication (unison)   
 With these gifts, gracious God, accept the praise and thanksgiving of our 
 hearts,  which rejoice in your goodness and love. Let these gifts of time and 
 treasure  witness to your presence in the world, and further your hope for   
 all creation;  through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen. 
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*Hymn #38, NCH  “Lift Up Your Hearts!” 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude  “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                       R. Thygerson  
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 
 

    PLEASE PRAY WITH US 

A Christmas Carol 
 

What sweeter music can we bring   The darling of the world is come 

Than a carol for to sing    And fit it is we find a room 

The birth of this our Heavenly King?  To welcome Him 

Dark and dull night fly hence away!  The nobler part 

And give the honour to this day   Of all the house here is the heart, 

That sees December turn’d to May.  Which we will give Him; and bequeath 

We see Him come, and know Him ours,  This holly and this ivy wreath 

Who with his sunshine and his showers  To do Him honour, who’s our King 

Turns all the patient ground to flowers     And Lord of all this revelling 
 

- Robert Herrick (1591-1674), Enblish poet and Anglican priest 
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie 
Hodge, Sr., Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Phyllis Rich, Gary & Barb 

Sampson, Betty Morgan, Nedra Billouris, Sandy Wilson, Billy Lund, Donna and Beau Meyer 
and family, and the pastor and people of the First Federated Church of Charlton.  

 

 … also all military personnel, first responders, and all who protect and care for us. 
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Given By:             In Honor or Memory of: 
 

Roy & Louise Russell        Our parents and brothers 
 

Dennis & Janet Pike         Our loved ones 
 

Hugh & Ann Adams         In memory of our parents 
 

Bill & Norma Garcia        In memory of our parents 
 

Dini & Bill Whitehead        Jack & Dolores Lilly 
                  Bill & Sissy Whitehead 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hemmerdinger   Mr. & Mrs. Alton Goranson 
 

The Hautala Family         All our loved ones that  have passed before us 
 

Stanley & Linda Holden       Frances & Walter Estabrook 
                  Nettie & Albert Holden 
 

A friend              Elsie Goebel 
 

The Salsgiver Family        Our grandparents and greatgrandparents 
 

Stephanie, John & Andrew Ambra  Virginia & Ricard Skillin & Pauline  
                         & Florian Ambra 
                  Michael Bodge, Class of 2009, SHS 
 

Diane, Dave & James Smith     Earl H. Smith 
                  Carol A. Smith 
                  Raymond W. Thompson 
                  Virginia S. Bigelow 
                  Stephen T. Smith 
                  Robert M. Smith 
 

Leah Circle             Members past & present 
 

Roberta & Frank Jelinch       Magi & Jelinch families 
 

Betsy & Ed Giles          Loved ones 
 

Susanne & Dan Ekberg       Our parents 
 

           

Memorials & Poinsettias, Christmas 2019 


