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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 
 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 
encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 
each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 
someone contact you. 

 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All are 
welcome. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service. Our Welcome 
Center in Gifford Hall is the place to learn about church programs, ministr ies, and 
opportunities to volunteer and make a difference. Find out more about this church and our faith at 
an Information Session led by Rev. Dolan.  
 

Deacon       Amanda Durkin 
Lay Reader     Jim Smith 
Refreshments    Care Team A 
Flowers this Week  The flowers are given by Doris Woodfin in memory of  
          William G. Woodfin from the Woodfin family.  
Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 
 Experience a place where God is still speaking 
 Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 
 Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 
 Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 
 Experience a place of joy 
 

 

 

 

For children during worship: 

 Activity baskets are available in the 
far right corner of the Sanctuary. 

 Children’s bulletins are available 
from an usher. 

 

Childcare is provided  
For all children birth through three years 
old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 
show you the way.   
 
 

    *************************** 
Units for the hearing impaired  
Available on the back table. 
 

 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 
available. 
 

Blue Prayer Cards:  Are available in each 
pew. Members pray during the week over 
your sorrows or joys. Please place the cards 
in the offering plate, or in the Prayer 
Request Box on the table in the rear of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder : Please silence your cell 
phone at the start of the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 
basket by the name tag racks. 
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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 

Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo, Interim Pastor 
jim@fccsm.org 

 

Curtis Smith, Director of Music 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 

 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 
cedirector@fccsm.org 

 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 

Ellen Jones, Office Administrator 
office@fccsm.org 

 

Brian Scott, Sexton 
 

The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Adkins, Pastor Emeritus 
 

 
 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 
teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 
sharing and fellowship. 
 
 

First Congregational Church 
19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 
Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 
 

www.fccsm.org 
Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
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CALENDAR 
A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 

GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~HMR: Halliday Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 
S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  10/06 9:30 am  Sunday Worship 
    11:00 am  Newcomers Brunch-C 
    11:00 am  Youth Group Pie Baking-K  
    11:00 am  Training Choir-MR          

    11:00 am  Youth Ringers-S 
    
Monday  10/07 10:30 am  Parkinson’s Chorus-GH   
 
Tuesday  10/08 7:00 pm  CE Meeting-A 
       
Wednesday 10/09 10:00 am  Staff Meeting 
    6:00 pm  Shrewsbury Ringers-S 
    7:00 pm  CLT Meeting-A 
    7:15 pm  Leah Circle-P 
    7:30 pm  Parish Pealers-S 
 
Thursday 10/10 7:15 pm  Senior Choir-MR 
 
Friday  10/11 9:30 am  Playgroup-Preschool Rm 
    3:45 pm  Chimers-C 
    4:00 pm  Youth Singers-MR 
 
Sunday  10/13 9:30 am  Sunday Worship 
    11:00 am  Training Choir-MR          

    11:00 am  Youth Ringers-S 
                     
        
 
 

 
 

            
      

COG Deadline for November is October 14 
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The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 
United Church of Christ 

 

Sunday, October 6, 2019 
9:30 a.m.  

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY  
Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  

Sunday School is available for children Preschool through Middle School. Preschool and 
Kindergarten begin prior to worship at 9:15am on the third floor and 1st - 8th are released to their 

classes following the ‘Time with Children’.  

Prelude “Prelude”  F. Mendelssohn 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

               Gather 
Call to Worship   from the opening prayer at Mass, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Iceland  

    Leader:  In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

 All:    Amen. 
 

 Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
 

 All:   The Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 Leader:  Lord, we have come into your holy house to praise you and worship you, and   
     to hear what you, God, our Creator, Saviour, and Comforter, will speak to us    
     in your word. 
 

  All:  Lord, hear our prayer and our praise, and open our hearts with your     
     Holy Spirit. May we hear and trust Jesus in life and in death; and grow    
     in Christian thought and living. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #334, NCH   “Graced with Garments of Great Gladness”  
 

Prayer of Confession  
 All:   We confess before you, almighty God, our creator and redeemer, that     
     we have sinned in many ways, in thought, word and deed. For your      
     mercy’s sake forgive us and lead me to eternal life, to the glory of your    
     name.  Amen. 
 

 Chant Kyrie eleison (Music: NCH #750) 
 Leader:  Kyrie eleison. 

 All:   Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Leader:  Christe eleison. 

 All:   Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 Leader:  Kyrie eleison. 

 All:   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Anthem “How Lovely Is the House of God”             E. Butler 
              Training Choir & Youth Singers 
 

Time With Children  
Children may now go to Sunday School with teachers. Please pick your child up at their classroom 

at the conclusion of the service if they are in Nursery - 4th grade.  
             

Word 
Reading:  Deuteronomy 6: 4-9              Page 143, Pew Bible  
      Mark 12: 28-31                Page 825, Pew Bible 
 
 

*Hymn #331, NCH  “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life”  
 

Sermon:  “Anshe Chesed: People of Loving Kindness”   
                          Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
 

Response 
Communal Prayer 
 Refrain 
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Please join church friends for a theatrical event at 2PM on Saturday, December 7 to see 
“Come From Away” at the Providence Performing Arts Center.  “Come From Away” is a 
musical set in the week following the September 11 attacks and tells the true story of what 
transpired when 38 planes were ordered to land unexpectedly in the small town of Gander, 
Newfoundland.  It is an experience that celebrates decency and human kindness. 
Tickets are $95 per person, including bus transportation from the church parking lot to the 
Providence Performing Arts Center and back again.  The bus leaves at 12:30 and is 
expected to return to the church before 6PM.  Snacks, drinks and opinions about the show 
will be shared on the journey home. 
Please sign up and pay by October 13 at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C49A4A628ABFB6-come Or, see Tom Porter after church.  
Please note there will be no refunds if you sign up and are unable to attend.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C49A4A628ABFB6-come
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C49A4A628ABFB6-come
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Help Needed:  The Secur ity Task Force is looking for  assistance. We need someone to design 
our updated church  evacuation plan signs.  A plan/sign is needed for each  room in the church 
building.  If you have or know someone who has experience in graphic arts please send an email to 
Deb DelDotto at d.deldotto@verizon.net or call at 508-641-7892.   
 

Be-Like-Brit Martha Circle Speaker: The Mar tha Circle would like to invite all women, men, 
and friends of the Church to our October 16 meeting, at 11:30 in the chapel.  Our speaker will be 
Taylor Marek. For those of you who are not familiar with the Be-Like-Brit Foundation, it began 
back in 2010 when a 19 year old college student from Rutland, named  Britney Gengel,  traveled to 
Haiti with Lynn University on a college mission trip.   Shortly after their arrival, a catastrophic 7.0 
magnitude earthquake struck killing an estimated 300,000 people including Britney.  In memory of 
their daughter, Cherylann and her husband, Lenny Gengel started the Be-Like-Brit foundation and 
began building a 19,000 square foot orphanage in Haiti.  Please plan to attend our meeting and hear 
how a local Rutland family took an unspeakable tragedy and turned it into a blessing for the people 
of Haiti. If you would like more information about the orphanage, the Be-Like-Brit foundation and 
the tireless work that the Gengel family is doing on behalf of the children of Haiti, please visit their 
website at www.belikebrit.org.  We are hoping that you will join us at our October meeting. 
 

Calling all Teens:  First Congregational Church Shrewsbury needs you! The Board of 
Deacons is looking for interested teens to serve as Junior Deacons.  Junior Deacons have the 

opportunity to play a key role in church worship services by assisting the Deacons with preparing 
and serving Communion, ushering, and occasionally helping out with special holiday services.  
Your level of involvement as a Junior Deacon does not require a major time commitment and can be 
flexible according to your schedule. For further information, please contact Deacon Donna Kafel at 
508-769-5128 or email Donna at dmkafel@yahoo.com.  

FCC Caregiver Support Group Schedule:  In the remaining months of October  and 
November, we will be meeting 2x per month on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month.  On the 2nd 
Monday, we will be having informational meetings facilitated by Beth Anne Doan and guest 
speakers.  On the 4th Monday, we will hold informal caregiver support meetings. In December,  
Beth Anne will lead a service of Loving Care.  
 

FCCS Caregiver Support Schedule Fall 2019: 
Second and Fourth Mondays of the Month 6:30pm to approximately 8:30pm  

The second Mondays are for educational meetings. 
The fourth Mondays are for caregiver support group time. 

October 14:    Dr. Harvey Clermont/ Beth Anne Doan 
Topic:  Care for the Caregiver:  Physical, Mental, Spiritual & Respite 

October 28:  Caregiver Support Group 
TBD- Agenda and format to be announced from September meeting. 

November 11:  Dr. Harvey Clermont/ Beth Anne Doan 
Topic: Communication Skills for Caregivers                 

                Video: Teepa Snow 
November 25:   Caregiver Support Group 

TBD 
Sunday, December 15:  A Holiday Service of Loving Care.  
For caregivers, allies and those who support them. 6:00pm 
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Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving 
   Refrain 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory “Peace I Leave with You”            V. Iams 
 

*Doxology    (Sung to the tune “Old Hundredth”) 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 
   Praise Holy Spirit evermore: 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication (unison)  from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
   God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing 
 out of it. Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your 
 table, and with them the offering of our lives. Nourish us now with the life 
 that really  is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 

*Hymn #346, NCH “Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken”  
 

Holy Communion 
Invitation to Communion 
 One: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 One: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 One: Let us gives thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Story of the Lord’s Supper 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom       
     come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our       
     daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who    
     trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from      
     evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.    
     Amen. 
 

mailto:d.deldotto@verizon.net
http://www.belikebrit.org
mailto:dmkafel@yahoo.com
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Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison) 

       God you have fed us with spiritual food, nourishing us for the journey of life.  
 We thank you that through this holy meal you have entered into our lives and 
 connected is with Christians around the world. We humbly set before you our 
 own lives.  Work through us, Holy One, so that our world might become the 
 just, peaceful, and loving community that you envision for us all, through Jesus 
 Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

*Hymn #29, Pilgrim  “Now Thank We All Our God” 
 

Benediction 
 

Congregational Response #61, v.1, Pilgrim “God Be With You” 
` 

Postlude  “Praise Him”              R. Hughes 

  
 
                                                
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 
 

    PLEASE PRAY WITH US 
Lord… 
We thank you for your church, founded upon your Word, that challenges us to do more than 
sing and pray, but go out and work as though the very answer to our prayers depended on us 
and not upon you. Help us to realize that humanity was created to shine like the stars and 
live on through all eternity. Keep us, we pray, in perfect peace. Help us to walk together, 
pray together, sing together, and live together until that day when all God’s children will 
rejoice in one common band of humanity in the reign of our Lord and of our God, we pray. 
Amen. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) 
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Sr., 
Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Phyllis Rich, Chris Laurson and                  

Gary Sampson, Nedra Billouris.  

 … also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first responders, 
counselors, therapists, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us. 
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LOOKING AHEAD  
 

             October 13   Listening Session with Rev. Jim 
             October 16   Martha Circle Guest Speaker 
             October 19   Arts on the Green Spooktacular!     
  

Today - Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering:  The annual Neighbors in Need 
collection is today.  Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United 
Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United 
States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry(CAIM). 
Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to 
support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through 
grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing 
justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct 
service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, 
special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors 
and communities.  You will find envelopes in your  bulletin today. You may place your 
donation in the offering plate or return it to the church office within the next two weeks. 
Please consider giving generously to make a just world possible for all.  Thank you- the First 
Congregational Church Mission and Outreach Ministry. 
 

Today - Newcomer Information Session and Brunch: Come to the Chapel at 11:00am to 
learn about our Outreach Ministry, Christian Education, Music Ministry, Youth Group, 
Fellowship Opportunities, Care Team Ministry, Prayer Ministry, Earth Stewardship Ministry, 
Church Membership and the United Church of Christ.  
 

Church Wide Listening Sessions with Rev. Dr. Jim Matarazzo:  Dur ing the sabbatical 
period at First Congregational Church, I will be conducting listening sessions after Sunday 
worship and coffee hour in the Chapel at 11:00 AM. All members and friends of the church 
are very welcome. This is an opportunity for you to express your views on the present state 
of the congregation and what you want to see for the future. It is meant to be a safe space for 
sharing. I will not be recording comments or associating names with what is said. I want to 
hear your honest views. You also have the option to meet with me one on one if you are not 
comfortable with the group process. Jim 
Remaining Sunday Dates: 
     October 13      October 27       November 3   
There will also be an evening weekday session for those who cannot attend after church on 
October 24 at 7:00pm in the Parlor. For the sessions that follow Worship, children's care 
will be provided. Children's care means that both nursery care and activities for 
older children (Preschool, Elementary and Middle School) provided. Contact Leo Biocchi, 
Director of CE, 508-887-3007 with questions about children’s care.  
 

Youth Group:   
 Today -  Apple Pie Baking, 11:00am to 3:00pm - Pizza lunch will be provided 
 

 October 6 - Columbus Day Weekend; no YG 
 

 


