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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BELL TOWER CHIMES 
 
PRELUDE     
 
“America the Beautiful”  
by S. Ward  
 
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DEACON’S GREETING 
        
CALL TO WORSHIP   Based on Psalm 33 
 
Leader:  Come rejoice, all you who love and serve the Lord! Sing songs and hymns of praise;  
 celebrate together in God’s presence! 
All:  For the word of the Lord holds true forever, and everything God does is 

worthy of our trust. 
 
Leader:  Let all the earth stand in awe of our God; who spoke, and the world came into being; 

who breathed, and the heavens were born. 
All:  God shatters the plans of the nations and frustrates all their schemes. But 

the plans of our Maker stand firm forever: God’s intentions are  
 unshakeable. 
 
Leader:  Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, whose people are known by his name. 
All:  Let your unfailing love surround us, O God, for our hope is in you alone. 
 
HYMN  
(please rise) 
 
“God of the Ages”  
Tune: National Hymn [United Methodist Hymnal No. 698] 
 
1  God of the ages, whose almighty hand  
 leads forth in beauty all the starry band  
 of shining worlds in splendor through the skies,  
 our grateful songs before thy throne arise.  
 
2  Thy love divine hath led us in the past;  
 in this free land with thee our lot is cast;  
 be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay,  
 thy Word our law, thy paths our chosen way.  
 
3  From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence,  
 be thy strong arm our ever sure defense;  
 thy true religion in our hearts increase;  
 thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.  
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4  Refresh thy people on their toilsome way;  
 lead us from night to never-ending day;  
 fill all our lives with love and grace divine,  
 and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    Idlewild Presbyterian Church, Memphis, Tennessee 
 
All:    Eternal God, before you nations rise and fall. Help us to repent our  
  country’s wrong and our own sins, and to choose your way of reunion and 
  renewal. Draw us together as one people who do your will, so that we may 
  be a light to our nation, leading the way to your promised kingdom, which 
  is even now coming among us. Great God, eternal Lord, show us there is no 
  law or liberty apart from you; and let us serve you whole-heartedly, as your 
  redeemed people, by and through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*SUNG RESPONSE  
 
“Appalachian Kyrie”       
Tune: Wayfaring Stranger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
Leader:  Sisters and brothers, declare with me the good news of the gospel: 
All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 
TIME FOR ALL AGES 
 
SCRIPTURE                        John 8:31–38  
  
HYMN 
 
“Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory”  
Tune: Battle Hymn of the Republic  [UM Hymnal No. 717] 
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1  Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
 he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
 he hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword; 
 his truth is marching on. 
 
Refrain: 
 Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
 His truth is marching on. 
 
2  I have seen him in the watchfires of a hundred circling camps, 
 they have builded him an altar in the evening dews and damps; 
 I can read his righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps; 
 his day is marching on. [Refrain] 
 
3  He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 
 he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat; 
 O be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! 
 Our God is marching on. [Refrain] 
 
4  In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
 with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me; 
 as he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free, 
 while God is marching on. [Refrain] 
 
5  He is coming like the glory of the morning on the wave, 
 he is wisdom to the mighty, he is honor to the brave; 
 so the world shall be his footstool, and the soul of wrong his slave. 
 Our God is marching on. [Refrain] 
 
SERMON                                                  “Blessed Liberty”                       Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS  
 
OFFERTORY   
 
“Prelude Op. 28 No. 15”  
by F. Chopin  
 
DOXOLOGY 
Tune: Old Hundreth 
(please rise) 
 
All:  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise Christ the Word made flesh born low, 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore, 
  One God triune whom we adore. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
All:   Holy God, may these scraps of paper and bits of metal serve as symbols of 
  our deep desire for your love and grace to transform our time, effort, and 
  substance into works of creative compassion for each other, for our wider 
  community, and for the world beyond, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
  lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
  Amen. 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
All:   And also with you.  
 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Pastor:  And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming God’s glory, as we sing:  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done,  
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on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
SHARING THE GIFTS OF BREAD AND WINE  
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  Book of Common Prayer 1979 (Episcopal Church)  
 
All:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living  
  members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
  spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
  the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
  you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*HYMN  
 
“My Country ‘Tis of Thee”  
Tune: America [United Methodist Hymnal No. 697]  
 
1.  My country,' tis of thee, 
 sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing; 
 land where my fathers died, 
 land of the pilgrims' pride, 
 from every mountainside let freedom ring! 
 
2.  My native country, thee, 
 land of the noble free, thy name I love; 
 I love thy rocks and rills, 
 thy woods and templed hills; 
 my heart with rapture thrills, like that above. 
 
3. Let music swell the breeze, 
 and ring from all the trees sweet freedom's song; 
 let mortal tongues awake; 
 let all that breathe partake; 
 let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong. 
 
4.  Our fathers' God, to thee, 
 author of liberty, to thee we sing; 
 long may our land be bright 
 with freedom's holy light; 
 protect us by thy might, great God, our King. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE      
 
“Rondo Grazioso from Sonata Op. 2 No. 2”  
by L. V. Beethoven  
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The Minister is the Rev. Dr. Jim Matarazzo. 

Our Music Director is Mr. Curtis Smith.  

Our musician is Isabelle Zhao . 

The Deacon today is Dave Russell. 

The Lay Reader today is Dave Russell. 

The altar flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by  

Don Gray in memory of both mothers, Bernice Butnan and Anna Gray. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
The family and friends of Carol Gagliardo, 
Michael, Don Buzzell, Betty Morgan, Nolan 
Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Jay Dev 
Chandra, Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, 
Charles Monroe, Chris Laurson, Bill  
Siegmann, Florence Stowe, Dot Perkins, Lisa 
DiPilato, Danny Labuski, Keiarra, Rena 
Mayberry, John Knipe,  Susan Lund. 
 
… also, all military personnel, first respond-
ers, health care workers and all who protect 
and care for us. 
 
 
THIS WEEK’S AT FCC 
  
The office will be closed on Monday, 
July 5th in observance of the 4th of  
July holiday. 
 
Vacation: 
 
Curtis Smith, Director of Music, will be on 
vacation from July 2 to July 9.  
 
Birthdays: 
Karin Hutt and Janet Johnson (07/04), Ray-
mond Harlow (07/05), James Shaw (07/07), 
Amit Renikuntla (07/08), Joan Andersen-

Ward (07/09), Wendy Driscoll, Benjamin 
Erban, and Janet Pike (07/10). 
 
Anniversaries: 
Dale and Mary Martin (07/05), Linette and 
Prescott Clark (07/08). 
 
Remember to drop off:  
 Pennies in Blanche's Penny jar located 
 in Gifford Hall!  
 Beverage pull tags for the Shriners in 
 Gifford Hall! 

FCCShrewsbury 

Prayers and Announcements 
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Our mission: 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve God by studying and listening 
to the Word, and living by Christ’s teachings. We are committed to reaching out through prayers, 

caring, sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
 
 

Senior Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. Jim Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 

 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 

musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 

 
Office Administrator and Property Manager: Sabina Terrades 

office@fccsm.org 
 

Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 

 

  

19 Church Road, Shrewsbury, MA 01545  -  508-845-7286  -  www.fccsm.org 


