
 1 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First Congregational Church  
of Shrewsbury 

 
Gathered in 1723 

 

 
 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
 
 

 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

June 20, 2021 

 

 



 2 

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BELL TOWER CHIMES 
 
PRELUDE     
 
“How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place”  
by J. Brahms arr. M. Ham  
 
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DEACON’S GREETING 
        
CALL TO WORSHIP by Nancy C. Townley  
 
One: In the midst of life’s storms, God is there. 
All:  What have we to fear? 
 
One:  In the darkness and terror, God is with us. 
All:  Of whom shall we be afraid? 
 
One:  Rise up, people of God, for you are loved and saved. 
All:  Thanks be to God who cares deeply for us.  Amen. 
 

 
HYMN  
(please rise) 
 
“My Life Flows On”  
Tune: Endless Song 
 
1  My life flows on in endless song; 
 Above earth’s lamentation 
 I hear the sweet, though far-off hymn 
 That hails a new creation. 
 Through all the tumult and the strife, 
 I hear the music ringing; 
 It finds an echo in my soul 
 How can I keep from singing 
 
2  What though my joys and comforts die? 
 My Savior still is living. 
 What though the shadows gather ‘round? 
 A new song Christ is giving. 
 No storm can shake my in-most calm, 
 While to that rock I’m clinging; 
 Since love commands both heaven and earth, 
 How can I keep from singing? 
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3  When tyrants tremble, sick with fear, 
 And hear their death knells ringing; 
 When friends rejoice both far and near, 
 How can I keep from singing? 
 In prison cell and dungeon vile 
 Our thoughts to them are winging; 
 When friends by shame are undefiled, 
 How can I keep from singing? 
 
4  I life my eyes; the clouds grow thin; 
  I see the blue above it; 
 And day by day this pathway smooths, 
 Since first I learned to love it. 
 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
 A fountain ever springing; 
 All things are mine since I am Christ’s. 
 How can I keep from singing? 
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   by Nancy C. Townley  
 
All:    God of love and power, we listen to the stories of miracles and doubt that 
  these things can happen today. We look at the waves of misfortune,  
  distress, misery, distrust, and anger and wonder how we can still those 
  waves. We feel the pressures of power and fear flooding into our lives, 
  threatening to drown us and wonder where you are. Forgive us for the  
  littleness of our faith. Forgive us for our doubts. Help us to place out trust 
  in you, Lord Jesus. Help us to fix our eyes on you and on the ministries to 
  which you have called us. For we ask these things in Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
 
One: Fear not! God is with us, stilling the storms and raging fears in our lives.  
All:  Let us place our trust in God always.  Amen. 
 
TIME FOR ALL AGES 
 
SCRIPTURE                        Mark 4:35-41  
  
HYMN 
 
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 
Tune: Melita 
 
1  Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm doth bind the restless wave, 
Who bidd’s the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep; 
O hear us when we cry to Thee  
For those in peril on the sea. 

 
2  O Savior, whose almighty word 

The winds and waves submissive heard, 
Who walkedst upon the foaming deep, 
And calm amid the rage didst sleep; 
O hear us when we cry to Thee  
For those in peril on the sea. 
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3  O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 

Upon the chaos dark and rude, 
And bad’st its angry tumult cease, 
And gavest light, and life, and peace; 
O hear us when we cry to Thee  
For those in peril on the sea. 

 
4  O Trinity of love and power! 

Your brethren shield in danger's hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire, and foe, 
Protect them where-so-e'er they go; 
Thus, evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad hymns of praise from land and sea. Amen. 

 
SERMON                                                  “Peace, Be Still”                         Rev. Cindy Maybeck 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  Hallowed be thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come.  
  Thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread,    
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever. Amen.  
 
OFFERTORY   
 
“My Jesus, I Love Thee”  
by A. Gordon arr. M. Mier  
 
DOXOLOGY 
Tune: Old Hundreth 
(please rise) 
 
All:  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
  Praise Christ the Word made flesh born low, 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore, 
  One God triune whom we adore. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
All:   Holy God, may these scraps of paper and bits of metal serve as symbols of 
  our deep desire for your love and grace to transform our time, effort, and 
  substance into works of creative compassion for each other, for our wider 
  community, and for the world beyond, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
  lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
  Amen. 
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*HYMN  
 
“Be Still My Soul”  
Tune: Finlandia 
 
1  Be still, my soul! for God is on your side; 
 bear patiently the cross of grief or pain: 
 leave to your God to order and provide, 
 in every change God faithful will remain. 
 Be still, my soul! your best, your eternal Friend 
 through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
2  Be still, my soul! for God will undertake 
 to guide in future days as in the past. 
 Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 
 all now mysterious shall be clear at last. 
 Be still, my soul! the waves and winds still know 
 how Jesus’ power ruled them long ago. 
 
3  Be still, my soul! the hour will soon be here 
 when we shall be with God whom we adore; 
 with disappointment gone, no grief nor fear, 
 sorrow replaced with joy forevermore. 
 Be still my soul! when change and tears are past, 
 all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE      
 
“Blessed Assurance”  
by J. Knupp arr. R. Thygerson  
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The Minister is the Rev. Cindy Maybeck. 

Our Music Director is Mr. Curtis Smith.  

The Deacon today is Mary Innis. 

The Lay Reader today is Bill Garcia. 

The altar flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by  

Kathi Buzzell and Carol Correia in loving memory of 

their parents, Jean and Al Haynes. 

Our guest preacher this morning is our very own Rev. Cindy 
Maybeck, founder of Spirit Story ministry. A member of our 
church, she spends most Sundays in other pulpits traveling far 
and wide as she blends scripture telling and storytelling to 
bring God’s word to life. She seeks to inspire churches to move 
forward in faith with hope and joy.  
 
We are delighted to have her return home to Shrewsbury this 
morning. Before launching her storytelling ministry in 2013, 
she served as pastor of Trinity Church in Northborough and 
Bethany Christian United Parish in Worcester.  
 
You may learn more about her ministry and invite her to give 
storytelling presentations or provide individual  
spiritual coaching. www.cindymaybeck.com. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Michael, Don Buzzell, Betty Morgan, Nolan 
Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Jay Dev 
Chandra, Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, 
Charles Monroe, Chris Laurson, Bill  
Siegmann, Florence Stowe, Dot Perkins, Lisa 
DiPilato, Danny Labuski, Keiarra, William 
Garnett, Rena Mayberry, John Knipe,  Susan 
Lund. 
 
Pastor Jim, the Youth Group Leaders and 
Members as they undertake their mission 
trip in Biloxi, Mississippi. 
 
… also, all military personnel, first respond-
ers, health care workers and all who protect 
and care for us. 
 
 
THIS WEEK’S AT FCC 
  
Monday, June 21: 
 Leah Circle end of the year 
 meeting outside on the Common (or in 
 Gifford Hall if rainy). Bring a lawn 

 chair and enjoy “finger” desserts and 
 tea.  
 
Birthdays: 
Katrina Lallier and Catherine Phillips 
(06/21), Tyler Collins and Kevin Durkin 
(06/23), Whitney Griffith and Rebecca  
Sungarian (06/24). Ethan Evers (06/25), and 
Danielle McLaughlin (06/26).  
 
Anniversaries: 
Christopher and Heather Knight (06/22), 
John and Marlene Campbell (06/25), Laura 
and Patrick Kenney (06/25). 
 
Remember to drop off:  
 Pennies in Blanche's Penny jar located 
 in Gifford Hall!  
 Beverage pull tags for the Shriners in 
 Gifford Hall! 

FCCShrewsbury 

Prayers and Announcements 

Blessings on our  

Youth Group!  

Be safe in Biloxi!! 
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Our mission: 
 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve God by studying and listening 
to the Word, and living by Christ’s teachings. We are committed to reaching our through prayers, 

caring, sharing, serving and fellowship. 
 
 
 

Senior Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. Jim Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 

 
Director of Music: Curtis Smith 

musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org 

 
Office Administrator and Property Manager: Sabina Terrades 

office@fccsm.org 
 

Sexton: Benjamin Weiss 
ben@fccsm.org 

 

  

19 Church Road, Shrewsbury, MA 01545  -  508-845-7286  -  www.fccsm.org 


