
 

  

 

The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 

United Church of Christ 
 

Sunday, January 28, 2018 

9:30 a.m. 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

 

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  
Childcare is available for ages birth through three in the Nursery. 

 

 

 

 

Prelude    “O Gott, du Frommer Gott” Johannes Brahms 
 

Welcome & Announcements 

 Gather 
 

*Hymn #19, Pilgrim “Praise the Lord, His Glories Show”  
    

Call to Worship  
 Leader:  Let us gather and turn, turn towards the light. 
 People:  Let us gather and turn, turn towards each other. 
 Leader:  Let us gather and turn, turn towards God. 
 People:  And be reborn, 
 Leader:  renewed, 
 People:  renamed, as God’s children. 

 

Invitation to Confession 

 God calls us to a life of purpose.  God calls us to be of use for the sake of God’s 
 kingdom.  God receives us whenever we confess with a good and pure heart the 
 times when we fall short of these aspirations.  Come, let us pray. 
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Prayer of Confession  
 Leader:  Holy God, maker of heaven and earth, you sent your Son, Jesus, into 
      the world to reveal the true light, the true way, for us to be saved.    
      For centuries the church has tried to filter your light through different 
      lenses, through different traditions, through different understandings  
      of what it means to be saved. 
 People:  Times and understandings have changed and yet still we do not  
      always find ways to shine your light in ways that help others to  
      know you.  Forgive us Lord, we are fickle people, slow to learn  
      and even slower to change, help us turn back to the light that   

      shines in Jesus, that guides our way. 
 Leader:  Forgive us Lord, for hiding the light in doctrine and theology and   

      failing to let the light shine brightly for all people. 
 People:  Lord, help us to choose to follow the light wherever it may lead  
      us, and to share the light with all people.  So be it.  Amen. 
 

Assurance of Grace 

 Be not afraid, brothers and sisters.  Jesus is with us always, hears our every 
 prayer even before we have spoken it and heals us when we confess.  Thanks be 
 to God. 
 

Anthem “Thy Perfect Love” John Rutter 
Senior Choir and Youth Singers 

 

Time With Children 
 

Grades kindergarten through 5 may go to Cushing Hall. 
Grades 6 through 8 may go directly to their classroom. 

 
  

Word 
Lessons Psalm 139:13-18 Page 503, Pew Bible 

 John 3:1-21 Page 863, Pew Bible 

 

*Hymn #208, New Century “God Loved the World”  
 

Sermon “Big Risk, Bigger Reward” Rev. Lynne M. Dolan 

Response 
Communal Prayer 

 

 Prayers of Petition 
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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 
The Reverend Robert Henry Hyde, Minister of Congregational Life 

rhyde@fccsm.org 
 

Jeffrey Cutts, Interim Minister of Music 

musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 

cedirector@fccsm.org 
 

The Reverend Robert S. Bachelder 
Worcester Area Mission Society 

bob@wamsworks.org 
 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 
Marianne Brodrick, Office Administrator 

office@fccsm.org 
 

Brian Scott, Sexton 

 
The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Adkins, Pastor Emeritus 

 

 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 
teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 
sharing and fellowship. 
 

 

First Congregational Church 

19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 

Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 

www.fccsm.org 

Join us on Facebook 
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CALENDAR 

 

A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 
GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~HMR: Halliday Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 

S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    
 

Sunday  01/28 9:30 am  Worship 

    9:45 am  Sunday School 
    10:50 am  Primary Ringers-S 

    11:00 am  Annual Meeting-GH 

    11:00 am  Training Choir-HMR 

    3:00 pm  Ukulele Class-C 

  

Monday 01/29 10:30 am  Parkinson’s Chorus-C 

  6:30 pm  Music Director Search Committee-P 

   

Wednesday 01/31 9:30 am  Staff Meeting 

    4:00 pm  Bible Study-P 

    5:15 pm  Bell Ensemble-S 

    6:30 pm  Shrewsbury Ringers-S 

    6:30 pm  Sacred Conversations on Race-GH 

    7:30 pm  Parish Pealers-S 

 

Thursday  02/01 6:45 pm  Youth Singers-MR 

    7:30 pm  Pastoral Relations Committee-Conference Room 

    7:30 pm  Senior Choir-MR 

 

Friday  02/02 3:45 pm  Chimers-C 

     

Sunday  02/04 9:30 am  Worship 

    9:45 am  Sunday School 
    10:50 am  Primary Ringers-S 

    11:00 am  Youth Group Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser 
    11:00 am  Training Choir-HMR 

    3:00 pm  Ukulele Class-C 

              

 

     

                 

                              

      

 

Quiet Activity Bags for children are available at the back of 
the Sanctuary on the “Activity Tree.”  
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Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 

 Refrain 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
 bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
 thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Offering 

 

Offertory   “God So Loved the World” John Stainer 
Senior Choir 

 

*Doxology    (Sung to the tune “Old Hundredth”) 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore: 
  One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
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Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 Light of the world, shine upon us this day, renew our commitment to be 
 light bearers.  Receive our offerings which the church will use to continue 
 to spread your light here and wherever God sends us.  Amen.  

 

*Hymn #314, New Century “Community of Christ” 

 

Benediction  
 

Congregational Response #61, v. 1, Pilgrim “God Be With You”     

Postlude   “Prelude in a Classic Style” Gordon Young 
Isabelle Zhao, organ 

 

 

 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Portions of today’s liturgy come from Spill the Beans: Worship and Learning Resource for all 
Ages, Issue 25. 
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Rev. Dr. Jim Antal, Conference Minister and President to Preach February 11: 
First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury has the privilege to welcome to the pulpit 
The Rev. Dr. Jim Antal on February 11, 2018.  We will receive his message and lead-
ership in worship and then invite you to welcome and greet Rev. Antal at coffee hour. 
In addition, members of FCC church leadership will meet with Jim for a light lunch 
and conversation following the service.  Jim will complete his service to the confer-
ence in June 2018 when he plans to retire. Please join us in thanking Jim for his faith-
ful and insightful leadership and service.   The Reverend Dr. Jim Antal has served 
since 2006 as Minister and President of the Massachusetts Conference of the United 
Church of Christ, the largest Protestant denomination in the Commonwealth. In addi-
tion to overseeing the incredibly talented staff of the Mass Conference UCC, he pro-
vides ecumenical and interfaith leadership. Together with the Conference Board of 
Directors, he is working with the leaders of the CT and RI Conferences to propose 
coming together as one Conference.  Antal is the UCC’s national spokesperson on cli-
mate change, having authored and championed two national Synod resolutions. Antal 
served as the Sr. Minister of UCC churches in Shaker Heights, Ohio and Newton, Mas-
sachusetts, as well as Executive Director of the Fellowship of Reconciliation (USA), 
an interfaith pacifist organization.  Antal is a graduate of Princeton University, Yale 
Divinity School and Andover Newton Theological School.  His book on the church 
and climate change (Climate Church, Climate World) will be published in March 
2018.  Follow Jim Antal on Twitter @JimAntal.  Please make a special effort to join us 
in worship on February 11.   
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Super Saturday Registration Open Now!  Super  Saturday is a day long continuing 
education event for all church members.  It is sponsored by the RI, CT and MA 
conferences and held twice a year.  It is growing in popularity with nearly 700 members 
participating in the fall event. It will be held on March 17, 2018 from 8:30 – 3:45 at 
Minnechaug Regional High School in Wilbraham, MA.  This year’s keynote speaker is 
Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis, Pastor, activist, preacher, and fierce advocate for racial equality, 
economic justice, and LGBTQ equality. When she was eight years old, Jacqui Lewis hid 
under her bed as bullets flew in her Chicago neighborhood following the assassination of 
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In that moment, she felt called to work for racial 
equality in the United States.  Ordained in the Presbyterian Church (USA), Dr. Lewis is 
the first African American and first woman to serve as senior minister in the Collegiate 
Church, which was founded in New York City in 1628.  It has been said that her 1,000-

member congregation, Middle Collegiate Church in New York City, has diversity that 
looks like the subway, but its legendary love feels like home. Come hear Dr. Lewis share 
her story and move us to continue our sacred conversations on race.  Registration closes 
March 3.  We wish to register as a church of 5 participants or more to receive a 
discounted rate.  Registration forms are available online at www.macucc.org/eventdetail/
super-saturday-march-2018-9985355 or you may pick one up in Gifford Hall. Please 
submit your registration form to Rev. Lynne Dolan before February 25.  Please contact 
Rev. Dolan if you have any questions.   
 

Let Your Passions Soar!  Did you hear?  Our  church is looking for  ideas for  new 
ministries to serve our church community, our local community, and the wider world.  If 
you have an idea, we will help you make it happen.  We can help you get your idea off 
the ground, with help for everything from formulating a plan to publicity and funding.  
You might have an idea for an event that happens once or twice, or for an ongoing 
ministry.  Imagine … “Saturday Morning Yoga,” “Sunday Evening Lecture Series,” 
“Outreach to Homeless Youth,” “New Immigrant Winter Coat Drive,” “Toddler Play 
Group,” “21st Century Lessons from the Parables,” “Get your 10K Steps FCC Walking 
Group,” “Learning to Sing for Beginners,” “Cooking Your Way Through the Old 
Testament,” “Support for Orphanage in Uganda,” or your idea here “____________.” 
Let your imagination and your passion soar, and contact one of the ministers at FCC or 
one of the Ministry Liaisons, and we will help you get started. (Stephanie Ambra at 
sambra3@hotmail.com; Jean Feldkamp at jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com,; Jay Salsgiver at 
jsalsgiverjr@aol.com; Rev. Lynne Dolan at ldolan@fccsm.org or Rev. Robert Hyde at 
rhyde@fccsm.org. 
 

Weekly Offering Envelopes:  The numbered envelopes for  weekly offer ings are now 
available in Gifford Hall for 2018.  If you are not assigned a number and would like a 
set, please contact Lauren in the Finance Office at finance@fccsm.org or 508.845.7286. 
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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 

 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 
encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 
each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 
someone contact you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All are 
welcome. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service. Our Welcome 
Center in Gifford Hall is the place to learn about church programs, ministr ies, and 
opportunities to volunteer and make a difference. Find out more about this church and our faith 
at an Information Session led by Rev. Dolan. Details at the Welcome Center. 
 

Deacons       Diane Smith 

Lay Readers     George Horesta 

Refreshments     Provided by the Welcoming Committee 

Flowers this Week  The flowers today are given by Diane, David and James Smith 
            in memory of Stephen T. Smith 

 

Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 

• Experience a place where God is still speaking 

• Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 

• Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 

• Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 

• Experience a place of joy 

 

 

 

 

 

Available from an usher are 

• Quiet bags with fun items for young 
ones 

• Children’s bulletins 

• Large-print bulletins with hymns  
 

Childcare is provided  
For all children birth through three years 
old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 
show you the way.    
 

Units for the hearing impaired  
Available on the back table. 
 

 

Blue Prayer Cards 

Are available in each pew. Members pray 
during the week over your sorrows or joys. 
Please place the cards in the offering plate, 
or in the Prayer Request Box on the table in 
the rear of the Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder 

Please silence your cell phone at the start of 
the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 
basket by the name tag racks. 
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PLEASE PRAY WITH US 

 

Birthing God, You gave us new life when we were born of water and Sprit.  Help us live into 
that new life, refreshed and renewed for your work.  Amen. 
 

Jeff Bishop, Jennifer Bryant, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Sr. Anna M. Kane,  
Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Mary Ramachandra, Phyllis Rich,  

Gail St. Pierre and Gary Sampson.  
 

 … also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first responders, 
counselors, therapists, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us. 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

        February 11    Deadline for the Mitten Tree 

 

 

TODAY Annual Meeting in Gifford Hall following the worship service.  Martha Circle 
will be offering sandwiches, chips and beverages for sale. 
 

TODAY The Christmas Fund,:  The Christmas Fund for  the Veterans of the Cross and 
the Emergency Fund has been a tangible expression of God’s love and light in the world for 
over 115 years.   One of the four special mission offerings of the United Church of Christ, 
the Christmas Fund provides UCC congregations and members an opportunity to reach out 
in kindheartedness to those who have faithfully shepherded our church and who now find 
themselves facing worrisome financial needs.  The Pension Boards, on behalf of the whole 
church, passes on this direct support so that real needs may be met and support may be felt.  
Through your gifts to the Christmas Fund, you, too, can embody Shepherding the Light and 
pass on God’s love. 
 

Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser in Support of Youth Mission Trip:  This sub sandwich 
fundraiser is for the annual youth mission trip in June.  For $10.00, each order comes with 
one sub sandwich, one small bag of chips, and one beverage.  You may order ahead by 
contacting the church office to place your order.  We will also be taking preorders during 
coffee hour on 28.  Preorder deadline is Wednesday, January 31.  Pick up your order at 
coffee hour on February 4.  Thank you for your support. Meat Choices: ham, turkey, bologna 
and/or salami; Toppings: lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, hot peppers, American cheese, 
provolone cheese, oil, vinegar, mustard and/or mayo. 
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Lenten Study—Sacred Conversations on Race:  Prayerful study and discussion 
on Racial Justice. Each session to be planned on Wednesday evening (unless 
otherwise noted), includes a time for light dinner followed by discussion. (6:30 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.)   We will continue our discussion on the second half of the book “Waking 
Up White” by Debby Irving on January 31.  Please join us during the Lenten season 
for a three part conversation on Race.  We will join other UCC congregations in 
reading the book The Third Reconstruction: Moral Mondays, Fusion Politics, and the 
Rise of a New Justice Movement by Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II and Johnathon 
Wilson-Hartgrove. We will discuss the book on February 21 and 28.  
  
Lenten Devotionals Are Coming: Life, real life, comes when we are willing to die 
to self.  One of the things we contemplate on our Lenten journey is our own 
mortality.  Lent is a season that invites us to do those things which help us to restore 
perspective and remember the things that make life meaningful.  This Lenten season 
we invite you to reflect on your life in a unique way.  Our Lenten devotional will 
include 40 reflections on the following statement, “Before I die I want to…..”  We 
hope you will share what it is you long to do, how you might accomplish this desire 
and a brief prayer at the closing.  Please sign up in Gifford Hall or call the church 
office for one of the 40 reflections.  The deadline to receive submissions is February 
4.  You will find a sheet with some background information and helpful hints 
available on the sign-up sheet.   
 

The Mitten Tree:  The Mitten Tree is up in Gifford Hall through February 11th.  
Donations of mittens, gloves, scarves, hats, socks and other cold weather clothing will 
be accepted for St. Anne’s.  Get out your knitting and crochet needles, or clean out 
your closets or buy items and hang them on the Mitten Tree. 
 

Seekers of the Kingdom: A Contemplative Bible Study Group:  Would you like to 
gain a deeper understanding of the Scriptures? Want to connect your weekly rhythm 
more intimately with your spiritual life? Do the demands of the secular world leave 
you feeling disconnected from your relationship with God? Fear not, for Jesus taught 
us not to worry about the distractions of the world, but instead to first “seek ye the 
kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you (Luke 12:31 KJV).” To 
seek the kingdom properly, one must first learn the Word through the study of the 
sacred Scriptures. I therefore invite you to a weekly contemplative Bible study group, 
where we will read the narrative lectionary Bible passage, meditate on its meaning, 
pray together, and then engage in the spiritual practice of contemplation. We will 
gather on Wednesday from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in the parlor during the month of 
February.  I do hope you will be able to join us.  


