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CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Lynne Dolan, Senior Pastor 
ldolan@fccsm.org 

 
The Reverend Robert Henry Hyde, Minister of Congregational Life 

rhyde@fccsm.org 
 

Jeffrey Cutts, Interim Minister of Music 

musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 

cedirector@fccsm.org 
 

The Reverend Robert S. Bachelder 
Worcester Area Mission Society 

bob@wamsworks.org 
 

Lauren Morse, Financial Administrator 
finance@fccsm.org 

 
Marianne Brodrick, Office Administrator 

office@fccsm.org 
 

Brian Scott, Sexton 

 
The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Adkins, Pastor Emeritus 

 

 

OUR CHURCH’S MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to serve 
God by studying and listening to the Word and living by Christ’s 
teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, caring, 
sharing and fellowship. 
 

 

First Congregational Church 

19 Church Road 

Shrewsbury, MA  01545 

Telephone:  508.845.7286 

Fax:  508.845.6561 

www.fccsm.org 

Join us on Facebook 

 

  

 

The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury 

United Church of Christ 
 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 

9:30 a.m. 
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

 

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury.  We are glad you are here!  
Childcare is available for ages birth through three in the Nursery. 

 

Prelude    “Sonata VIII—Prelude” Archangelo Corelli 
Rachel Long, trumpet 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 Gather 
 

*Hymn (insert) “Oh, Freedom”  
    

Call to Worship  
 Leader:  How precious is the steadfast love of God. 
 People:  All people may take refuge in the shadow of God’s embrace. 
 Leader:  Christ is the fountain of life. 
 People:  In Christ, we behold the Light of God. 
 

Call to Confession 

 In the light of Christ, we see the darkness of our world and of our hearts.  Trusting 
 in God’s saving love, let us confess our sin. 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
 Almighty God, we confess that we have been led astray by the idols of our 
 world.  We have depended on our possessions and have not placed our trust in 
 your grace.  We have carelessly consumed the gifts you offer and have failed 
 to be faithful stewards of the earth’s resources.  We have sought security in 
 the might of the sword rather than the strength of your Holy Spirit.  Forgive 
 us, we pray.  Lead us to true repentance that we may serve you faithfully.  
 Through Christ, we pray.  Amen. 
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Declaration of Forgiveness 

 Hear the good news: Christ unmasks the idols of our world and frees us from 
 slavery to all that would oppress us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 
 forgiven. 
 

Time With Children 

 

Grades kindergarten through 5 may go to Cushing Hall for an activity. 
Grades 6 through 8 are invited to remain in the Sanctuary. 

  

Anthem     “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” George Allen, arr. Roy Ringwald 
Senior Choir   

Word 
Readings 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 Page 933, Pew Bible 

 John 2:1-11 Page 863, Pew Bible 

 

  

 

*Hymn #459, New Century “Come, O Fount of Every Blessing”  
 

Message  “I Want to Believe” Rev. Robert Henry Hyde 

 

Response 
Communal Prayer 

 

 Prayers of Petition 

 

 Refrain 
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CALENDAR 

 

A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 
GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~HMR: Halliday Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 

S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    
 

Sunday  01/14 9:30 am  Worship 

    9:45 am  Sunday School 
    10:50 am  Primary Ringers-S 

    11:00 am  Training Choir-HMR 

    3:00 pm  Ukulele Class-C 

  

Monday 01/15            Office Closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

  10:30 am  Parkinson’s Chorus-C 

  7:00 pm  Budget & Finance-A 

 

Tuesday 01/16 7:00 pm  Church Council-A 

  7:00 pm  Music Committee-P 

 

 

Wednesday 01/17 9:30 am  Staff Meeting 

    11:00 am  Martha Circle-A 

    4:00 pm  Bible Study-P 

    5:15 pm  Bell Ensemble-S 

    6:30 pm  Shrewsbury Ringers-S 

    6:30 pm  Sacred Conversations on Race-GH 

    7:30 pm  Parish Pealers-S 

 

Thursday  01/18 6:45 pm  Youth Singers-MR 

    7:30 pm  Senior Choir-MR 

 

Friday  01/19 3:45 pm  Chimers-C 

    5:45 pm  CityReach: Youth Group and Confirmands 

 

Sunday  01/21 9:30 am  Worship 

    9:45 am  Sunday School 
    10:30 am  Prayer Ministry-C 

    10:50 am  Primary Ringers-S 

    11:00 am  Training Choir-HMR 

    3:00 pm  Ukulele Class-C 

              

 

     

                 

Quiet Activity Bags for children are available at the back of 
the Sanctuary on the “Activity Tree.”  
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Announcing A Six-Session Grief Seminar:  TODAY, January 14 and continuing 
every other week through March 25, Rev. Dr. Susan DeHoff will lead a six-session 
seminar about the psychological and spiritual aspects of grieving.  The seminar will 
meet at the Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church in Shrewsbury. Sessions will begin at 2:30 PM 
and end at 3:30.  The total cost for all six sessions is $72/person.  Dr. DeHoff is 
ordained in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and is a Fellow in the American 
Association of Pastoral Counselors.  She holds a M. Div. from Emory University and a 
Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology and Religion from Boston University.  She has a 
private pastoral counseling practice in Shrewsbury.  How grieving affects us 
psychologically is as important as how it impacts us spiritually. This six-part seminar 
provides opportunity to learn more about both of these dimensions of grieving.  
Participants will focus on each dimension individually and on how these dimensions 
are intertwined in the working-through process of grieving.  Granger Westberg’s book 
Good Grief will help structure the sessions, with Scripture readings from Psalms, Job, 
and the Gospels being added for sessions IV – VI.  The first three seminar sessions will 
focus on the psychological aspect of grieving; the last three on the spiritual aspect and 
how our Christian faith informs how we go through the grieving process in a way that 
strengthens helps us find new life.  For more information and to sign up for the 
seminar, please contact Dr. DeHoff at sldehoff@verizon.net.  Group size will be 
limited and spaces allotted on a first-come-first-served basis. 
 

Let Your Passions Soar!  Did you hear?  Our  church is looking for  ideas for  new 
ministries to serve our church community, our local community, and the wider world.  
If you have an idea, we will help you make it happen.  We can help you get your idea 
off the ground, with help for everything from formulating a plan to publicity and 
funding.  You might have an idea for an event that happens once or twice, or for an 
ongoing ministry.  Imagine … “Saturday Morning Yoga,” “Sunday Evening Lecture 
Series,” “Outreach to Homeless Youth,” “New Immigrant Winter Coat Drive,” 
“Toddler Play Group,” “21st Century Lessons from the Parables,” “Get your 10K Steps 
FCC Walking Group,” “Learning to Sing for Beginners,” “Cooking Your Way 
Through the Old Testament,” “Support for Orphanage in Uganda,” or your idea here 
“____________.” Let your imagination and your passion soar, and contact one of the 
ministers at FCC or one of the Ministry Liaisons, and we will help you get started. 
(Stephanie Ambra at sambra3@hotmail.com; Jean Feldkamp at 
jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com,; Jay Salsgiver at jsalsgiverjr@aol.com; Rev. Lynne 
Dolan at ldolan@fccsm.org or Rev. Robert Hyde at rhyde@fccsm.org. 
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Prayers of Thanksgiving 

 

 Refrain 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
 bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
 thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Offering 

 

Offertory   “Ride the Chariot” 

Shrewsbury Ringers 
 

*Doxology    (Sung to the tune “Old Hundredth”) 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore: 
  One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 At the wedding feast at Cana, you gladdened the guests with divine 
 generosity, filled to the brim and flowing over.  We offer our gifts with 
 grateful hearts.  Bless them and our lives to your service, that they may 
 reveal your glory, nurture faith, and manifest the common good.  In Jesus’ 
 name, we pray.  Amen. 

 

*Hymn #570, New Century “We Shall Overcome” 

 

Benediction  
 

Congregational Response #61, v. 1, Pilgrim “God Be With You”     

Postlude    “Trumpet Concerto, Mvmt 2” Oskar Böhme 
Rachel Long, trumpet 

 

 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

 

 

Portions of today’s liturgy come from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, written by 
Kimberly Bracken Long. 
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Welcome 
Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 

 

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 
encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 
each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 
someone contact you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All are 
welcome. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service. Our Welcome 
Center in Gifford Hall is the place to learn about church programs, ministr ies, and 
opportunities to volunteer and make a difference. Find out more about this church and our faith 
at an Information Session led by Rev. Dolan. Details at the Welcome Center. 
 

Deacons       Diane Smith 

Lay Readers     George Horesta 

Refreshments     Provided by Mission and Outreach Ministry 

Flowers this Week  The flowers today are given by Sonja Wise in memory of her  
             parents, Calvin and Inge Lindblad 

 

Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 

• Experience a place where God is still speaking 

• Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 

• Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 

• Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 

• Experience a place of joy 

 

 

 

 

 

Available from an usher are 

• Quiet bags with fun items for young 
ones 

• Children’s bulletins 

• Large-print bulletins with hymns  
 

Childcare is provided  
For all children birth through three years 
old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 
show you the way.    
 

Units for the hearing impaired  
Available on the back table. 
 

 

Blue Prayer Cards 

Are available in each pew. Members pray 
during the week over your sorrows or joys. 
Please place the cards in the offering plate, 
or in the Prayer Request Box on the table in 
the rear of the Sanctuary. 
 

A gentle reminder 

Please silence your cell phone at the start of 
the service. 
 

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 
basket by the name tag racks. 
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Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser in Support of Youth Mission Trip:  This sub sandwich 
fundraiser is for the annual youth mission trip in June.  For $10.00, each order comes 
with one sub sandwich, one small bag of chips, and one beverage.  You may order ahead 
by contacting the church office to place your order.  We will also be taking preorders 
during coffee hour on January 21 and 28.  Preorder deadline is Wednesday, January 31.  
Pick up your order at coffee hour on February 4.  Thank you for your support. Meat 
Choices: ham, turkey, bologna and/or salami; Toppings: lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, 
hot peppers, American cheese, provolone cheese, oil, vinegar, mustard and/or mayo 
 

The Mitten Tree:  The Mitten Tree is up in Gifford Hall through February 11th.  
Donations of mittens, gloves, scarves, hats, socks and other cold weather clothing will be 
accepted for St. Anne’s.  Get out your knitting and crochet needles, or clean out your 
closets or buy items and hang them on the Mitten Tree. 
 

Weekly Offering Envelopes:  The numbered envelopes for  weekly offer ings are now 
available in Gifford Hall for 2018.  If you are not assigned a number and would like a 
set, please contact Lauren in the Finance Office at finance@fccsm.org or 508.845.7286. 
 

Calling Junior Deacons:  Are you interested in becoming a Junior  Deacon at Fir st 
Congregational Church?  Junior Deacons are made up of confirmed youth members of 
our congregation.  They can assist the Deacons with  variety of their responsibilities.  
The experience of a Junior Deacon can be shaped by an individual’s interests and 
availability.  As a Junior Deacon you will have the opportunity to help with ushering, 
serving communion, or delivering Sunday flowers to those in need.  If you prefer to 
contribute behind the scenes, you might help with communion set up and clean up.  
Another way Junior Deacons can participate is by visiting members of the church who 
are confined to their homes and not able to attend church events.  The church has a 
strong Board of Deacons who will be happy to guide you and answer any of your 
questions.  If you are interested or have questions, please contact Nancy Burnett at 
pnea@townisp.com or 508.845.2047. 
 

 

Lenten Devotionals Are Coming: Life, real life, comes when we are willing to die to 
self.  One of the things we contemplate on our Lenten journey is our own mortality.  Lent 
is a season that invites us to do those things which help us to restore perspective and 
remember the things that make life meaningful.  This Lenten season we invite you to 
reflect on your life in a unique way.  Our Lenten devotional will include 40 reflections 
on the following statement, “Before I die I want to…..”  We hope you will share what it 
is you long to do, how you might accomplish this desire and a brief prayer at the 
closing.  Please sign up in Gifford Hall or call the church office for one of the 40 
reflections.  The deadline to receive submissions is February 4.  You will find a sheet 
with some background information and helpful hints available on the sign-up sheet.   
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Seekers of the Kingdom: A Contemplative Bible Study Group:  Would you like to 
gain a deeper understanding of the Scriptures? Want to connect your weekly rhythm 
more intimately with your spiritual life? Do the demands of the secular world leave 
you feeling disconnected from your relationship with God? Fear not, for Jesus taught 
us not to worry about the distractions of the world, but instead to first “seek ye the 
kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you (Luke 12:31 KJV).” To 
seek the kingdom properly, one must first learn the Word through the study of the 
sacred Scriptures. I therefore invite you to a weekly contemplative Bible study group, 
where we will read the narrative lectionary Bible passage, meditate on its meaning, 
pray together, and then engage in the spiritual practice of contemplation. We will 
gather on Wednesday from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in the parlor during the month of 
January.  I do hope you will be able to join us.  
 

Souper Sunday - January 21, 2018:  Please join Social Circle for  our  annual 
Souper Sunday on January 21st after the service. Savor a variety of simmering, 
sumptuous soups, while enjoying fellowship and fun! If you are interested in making a 
pot of your favorite soup to share, please contact Sandi Leroux at sanditl@icloud.com. 
 

Collection of Supplies for LaRomana: Another  medical mission tr ip is planned 
for LaRomana in the Dominican Republic .  There is a RED collection box next to the 
pink sign on stage left in Gifford Hall for your donations of medical supplies from the 
list below.  Collections need to be in by Sunday, January 21st.  Any questions? Call 
Sue Moore at 508.735.7820. 
 

Vitamins-adult and child (no gummies), topical meds like Bacitracin, fungal creams, 
Vaseline, eye drops, cough meds, all size ziplock baggies, diabetes test strips, urine 
test strips, pregnancy tests, bandages, Bandaids, toothbrushes and toothpaste, summer 
clothes, especially underwear, Beanie babies, examination gloves and blood pressure 
equipment. 
 

The Christmas Fund, January 28, 2018:  The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of 
the Cross and the Emergency Fund has been a tangible expression of God’s love and 
light in the world for over 115 years.   One of the four special mission offerings of the 
United Church of Christ, the Christmas Fund provides UCC congregations and 
members an opportunity to reach out in kindheartedness to those who have faithfully 
shepherded our church and who now find themselves facing worrisome financial 
needs.  The Pension Boards, on behalf of the whole church, passes on this direct 
support so that real needs may be met and support may be felt.  Through your gifts to 
the Christmas Fund, you, too, can embody Shepherding the Light and pass on God’s 
love. 
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PLEASE PRAY WITH US 

 

Holy God, through signs of grace you reveal your glory to all the world.  Open our eyes to 
the hidden and surprising wonders you perform, that we may believe with our minds and 
trust in our hearts that you alone are Lord of all creation.  Through Christ, in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we pray.  Amen. 
 

Jeff Bishop, Jennifer Bryant, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Sr. Anna M. Kane,  
Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Mary Ramachandra, Phyllis Rich,  

Gail St. Pierre and Gary Sampson.  
 

 … also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first responders, 
counselors, therapists, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of Eleanor B. (Larson) Sargent 
who passed away on January 4, 2018. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

     January 17    Sacred Conversations on Race at 6:30 p.m. 
     January 21    Souper Sunday in Gifford Hall  
     January 28    Annual Meeting 

              Christmas Fund Collection 

     February 11    Deadline for the Mitten Tree 

 

Sacred Conversations on Race:  Prayerful study and discussion on Racial Justice 

Each session to be planned on Wednesday evening (unless otherwise noted), includes a time 
for light dinner followed by discussion. (6:30 p.m. -8:30 p.m.)  Please Note:  The sacred 
conversation on race discussion scheduled for Wednesday January 17 at 7:00 has been 
moved to January 31 at 7:00.  We will continue our discussion on the second half of the 
book “Waking Up White” by Debby Irving.   We invite you to join us to hear Debby Irving, 
the author of “Waking Up White” speak at the Acton Congregational Church on January 17, 
2018.  Please see below the details for that evening.  Please meet us at the church at 6:00 if 
you wish to carpool to Acton or meet us there at 6:45.  Please contact Rev. Lynne Dolan 
(ldolan@fccsm.org or 508-845-7286) if you wish to carpool.  Wednesday, January 17, 6:45-

9:00 PM,  Sanctuary, Acton Congregational Church,  12 Concord Rd., Acton, MA 

An evening with Debby Irving, author of Waking Up White.  Sponsored by ACC, 
Boxborough UCC, West Acton Baptist Church and Social Action of Beth Elohim (Na'aseh) 
Debby Irving is a racial justice educator, author, and public speaker.  By sharing her struggle 
to understand racism and racial tensions, she offers a fresh perspective on bias, stereotypes, 
manners, and tolerance. As she unpacks her own long-held beliefs about colorblindness, 
being a good person, and wanting to help people of color, she reveals how each of these well
-intentioned mindsets actually perpetuated her ill-conceived ideas about race. There will be a 
free will offering taken.  Monies raised above expenses will benefit the Fostering Racial 
Justice Group of ACC. 
 

 

 


