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Series Overview: 
YOLO: You Only Live Once, A Series through Proverbs 
 
Proverbs 1:7 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
 
On week one, the series intro, we introduced three characters.  

• The simple can't see.  
o Ignorant, impulsive, driven by appetite  

• The foolish can see but use their sight for selfish gain.  
o Conniving, manipulative, shrewd 

• The wise are captivated by the one who can see it all.  
o Consistent, humble, patient, self-disciplined before God 

 
Finally, we are using this whole series to point to this one truth.  

• Wisdom is a person, Jesus. You don't find wisdom, you build a relationship with Him. 

Week 6 The Wise Want Rightly 
 
Most of my spiritual failures are because I was trying to gain favor or impress the wrong people.   
We need to be aware of who we are working to make proud.  
I will come back to this thought.  
 
I am also so grateful that I didn’t get all the things I wanted.  
When I was 5 I wanted to only eat ice-cream. I’m glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  
When I was 10 I wanted to run away. I am glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  
When I was 16 I was really attracted to a “bad” girl. I am glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  
When I was 18 I wanted to spend all my money on a car. I’m glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  
When I was 20 I wanted to drop out of college. I am glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  
When I was about 25 Leslie and I went through a hard time in our marriage. Honesty, I kind of 
wanted out. I am glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  
When I was about 30 I wanted to spend all of my income instead of investing some of it. I am 
really glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  
When I was 35 I didn’t want any more kids. Now we have Cara! I am so glad I didn’t get what I 
wanted.  
 
The track record of my life makes it really clear. What I want at any given moment isn’t a good 
compass for living.  



 
I eventually began to realize I can’t trust my wants. I have to place the trust of my desires into 
the hands of the one who made me.  
 
Let me say it like this: 
Wisdom is not trusting your desires but rather trusting in the One who made them. 
 

Scriptures: 
Proverbs 23:19-26 
19 Hear, my son, and be wise, and direct your heart in the way.  
20 Be not among drunkards or among gluttonous eaters of meat,  
21 for the drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty, and slumber will clothe them with 
rags.  
22 Listen to your father who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old.  
23 Buy truth, and do not sell it; buy wisdom, instruction, and understanding.  
24 The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; he who fathers a wise son will be glad in him.  
25 Let your father and mother be glad; let her who bore you rejoice.  
26 My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways.  
 
According to D.A. Garret the big idea is simply this.  
Be aware of who you are living to making proud.  

• Look at the tension in the text. Don’t work to impress those who waste life, work to 
impress wisdom.  

• Who are the people you are trying to impress? (Stop and think about this.)  

• This affects;  
o The clothes you buy. 
o The cars you drive.  
o How you spend your money. 
o What you believe is worthy of your time.  
o The friends you choose… It affects everything.  

 
Our spiritual health is directly connected to what we think is cool.  
 
Here is the big idea in a nutshell:  
We are not all-knowing. There is no way we can see all the results from our decisions. 
Therefore, wisdom isn’t primarily a knowing but a trusting. In what, or should I say whom, will 
you trust to make you whole?  
Wisdom is trusting the right person, Jesus. I fully believe anything we surrender to God will be 
returned to us ten-fold.  His desire is to bless us and he has much better things in store for us 
than we can begin to imagine.  
 
 



Let me go back through my milestone wants.  
When I was 5 I wanted to only eat ice-cream. I’m glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  

• A desire to eat things that are good isn’t wrong. However, as you age you realize “good” 
is way more than taste alone. There are also things I learned to like way better than ice-
cream that my parents, in their higher wisdom, introduced me to.  

When I was 10 I wanted to run away. I am glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  

• My desire to only be with people that understand me isn’t wrong. However, the truth is 
I didn’t really understand myself.  

When I was 16 I was really attracted to a “bad” girl. I am glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  

• Hormones were raging. That’s totally natural and a part of God’s developmental plan. 
However, to fully enjoy sex one must understand it’s impact far beyond a single act.  

When I was 18 I wanted to spend all my money on a car. I’m glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  

• There isn’t anything wrong with wanting to spend money on nice things.   
However, like my avoidance to investing in my early 30’s, learning to say a healthy no 
now opens the doors to much better things in the future.  

When I was 20 I wanted to drop out of college. I am glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  

• Trying to avoid situations that are really frustrating isn’t necessarily wrong.  
However, some hard things are really good for us to go through.  

When I was about 25 Leslie and I went through a hard time in our marriage. Honesty, I kind of 
wanted out. I am glad I didn’t get what I wanted.  

• Conflict and difficulty in relationships is totally normal and sometimes even healthy.  
However, I was blind to the fact that most great relationships are built not found. I am 
so grateful to the people who gave me the tools to build a better relationship and a 
great marriage.   

 
So, if our desires and wants don’t often make a great compass for living what should we follow? 
Live to make Jesus proud and wisdom will seek you out.  
 
This leads us to an important question: 
 
Why is Jesus as our compass such an incredible gift? 
 
Few things bring more pain to a parent than to watch a child squander time, resources, talent, 
and life itself in profligate living. Proverbs 23:19–21 counsel wisdom by warning against 
association with drunkards and gluttons (23:21). “Listen” (23:19) is reminiscent of Deuteronomy 
6:3–4, which begins with the same Hebrew verb. The addition of a personal pronoun in the 
Hebrew (not translated in the NIV) makes the command here in Proverbs even more emphatic. 
“Keep” translates a less common Hebrew word; it is probably chosen because it closely 
resembles the word for “happy.” The right path, the author suggests, is the path to happiness. -
Dr. Steve Lennox (Lennox, 1998) 
 
Our father loves us so much he wants to show us the way to the truest joy and limitless 
pleasure.  



 

Next Steps Cards: 
Prayer: 
“Father, I do not ask for what my heart desires. I ask that you shape my desires to line up with 
yours. Help me to want rightly.” 
The point of John 15:7 is not that we get whatever we want. It’s that what we want needs to 
become what God desires. When our desires are truly rooted in the desires of God and His son 
Jesus what we ask begins to line up more and more with His will. God is not a magic genie to be 
manipulated. He is truth and we are most whole when our desires are grafted into Him. What is 
God’s will for us? Oh, the countless times I have been asked this question! We want it to be a 
specific person to wed or a specific job to take. Maybe, but the true call of God for you is to 
produce charitable agape love rooted in Christ Jesus right where you are planted. Move your 
focus and prayer requests onto what God has already entrusted to you. Pray for faithfulness 
and strength with what you are currently responsible with. “Father help me to love my family 
well, help me to love those I work with well, help me represent you well to the people you lead 
me to today.” 
 
I have two responses for you to consider today.  

1. Is there someone or some expectation that you are living to impress that is a spiritual 
distraction? Write on your card: Father, forgive me for living to impress _________. Starting 
today I live to make You proud. I rededicate my life to You.  

2. Is there a voice influencing you that you need to silence? 
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