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Series Overview: 
YOLO: You Only Live Once, A Series through Proverbs 
 
Proverbs 1:7 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
 
On week one, the series intro, we introduced three characters.  

• The simple can't see.  
o Ignorant, impulsive, driven by appetite  

• The foolish can see but use their sight for selfish gain.  
o Conniving, manipulative, shrewd 

• The wise are captivated by the one who can see it all.  
o Consistent, humble, patient, self-disciplined before God 

 
Finally, we are using this whole series to point to this one truth.  

• Wisdom is a person, Jesus. You don't find wisdom, you build a relationship with Him. 

Week 6 The Wise Choose Right Friends 
 
Show me your friends and I’ll show you your future.  
 
What exactly is a friend?  
Lewis basically says that friends draw out of you things that wouldn't come out without them. 
They work as a magnifier. 
 
 
In each of my friends there is something that only some other friend can fully bring out. By 
myself I am not large enough to call the whole man into activity; I want other lights than my 
own to show all his facets... Hence true Friendship is the least jealous of loves. Two friends 
delight to be joined by a third, and three by a fourth, if only the newcomer is qualified to 
become a real friend. They can then say, as the blessed souls say in Dante, 'Here comes one who 
will augment our loves.' For in this love 'to divide is not to take away.'”  
― C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves 
 
If we think of friendship as a magnifier of what is in us this naturally draws out a question we 
should ask ourselves when we are around people.  
What does this person draw out of me? 
 



A tale of two (three if time allows) friends: 
I’ll share about the first one now and the second at the end.  
We will call him Rob. (It’s not his real name.) I met Rob in grade school. I found him a little 
annoying and more so interesting. When I was around him I found myself more courageous, 
liked by more people in school, I found myself funnier, he even encouraged me to be bold with 
girls that I liked. Though he drew all these things out of me he did so in a way that made me 
disrespectful with my teachers, sarcastic with other students, and inappropriate with people of 
the opposite sex.  
See, it wasn’t necessarily what he drew out of my personality but how it came out that was 
dangerous. The way courage came out also led me to some of my biggest mistakes. Like the 
only time I tried drugs, or viewed pornography. By the way. Rob… considered himself a 
“Christian.”  
 
You need to be very aware of what your relationships draw out of you.  

Scriptures: 
Notice these statements and what they say directly as well as the implied problem they are 
addressing.  
 
Proverbs 17:17 
A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.  

• Strong friendship is loyal at all times. A covenant.  

• Weak friendship is conditional towards perceived benefit. A business deal.  
 
Proverbs 18:24 
A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a 
brother.  

• Having at least one person in whom you have true transparent relationship is essential.  

• Shallow relationships aren’t true friendship independent of the number of them you 
have. (*Fakebook)  

 
Proverbs 27:17 
Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.  

• Strong friendships will use honesty and accountability to drive one another towards 
spiritual depth.   

• Weak friendships avoid the work of depth and transparency.  
 
Ecclesiastes 4:12  
12 And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a 
threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

• A “lone wolf” is weaker than a person with good solid friends.  
 
 



The deepest desire of the human heart is to be fully known and fully chosen. Jesus is the only 
one who gets this fully right. Yet, as the perfect model He demonstrates that real spiritual 
friendship wants to also help you become the best you can be before God. I see you, I choose 
you and I want to help draw something beautiful out of you.  
 

• The Simple are merely aware of how other people make them feel. 

• The Fool is aware of what is being produced in their relationships. They use this knowledge for 
selfish gain.  

• The Wise are also aware of what is being produced in their relationships. They work to produce 
what is eternally valuable.  

 
I had another friend. (Invite the band up)  
Let’s call him Johnnie. (That’s not his real name either.) I met him about the same time in life as 
Rob. He was a good kid but not nearly as exciting. He didn’t make me more popular. He didn’t 
push me to go further with my girlfriend, he didn’t laugh when I was sarcastic with a fellow 
student. He was passionate about his faith in Christ. Over the years he drew out conversations 
about purpose, meaning, mission in life. It took me a few years but I began to see the type of 
courage he produced. He brought me on missions trips, he challenged me to stand boldly for 
my faith, he accompanied me to work with the poor. He challenged me to not give into my 
basic human appetites.  
 
See it all comes down to Jesus. Look at what Jesus places in us and ultimately draws out of a 
person that deeply loves Him.  Moreover, we need to be aware of what Jesus wants us to draw 
out of the people we are around.  
 
So, how do we select friends?  
In all situations, be aware of what is being produced. You may be producing a great spiritual 
fruit with a non-believer. You may be producing ugly gossip with another “Christian.” Weigh the 
spiritual fruit! (Galatians 5:22-23) 
 
I see our relationships like a target. Each one is allowed more influence over your heart.  

1. The outer ring is humanity. We are to show dignity to all men.  
2. The next ring is missional friendship. Non-Christians we are trying to evangelize.  
3. The following ring is the Church. The family of God that we do life with.  
4. The following ring is our spiritual friendship. Your accountability partners.  
5. The bullseye is Jesus.  

Next Steps Cards: 
My third friend: (If time allows.) 
We will call him Justin. Just was a non-believer but someone who was truly searching. Even 
though he didn’t have faith for the first few years of our relationship our relationship absolulty 
produced amazing spiritual fruit.  I am grateful for his friendship and the amazing fruit it 
produced.  
 



Lewis basically says that friends draw out of you things that wouldn't come out without them. 
They work as a magnifier. 

• Be aware of what is being produced in the relationships you are in.  

• Is there a relationship you need to walk into or walk out of?  
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