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Introduction  
Hey, what’s up Trinity Church?  How we doing today?  Are you good?  Are you ready?  
Are you engaged?  Pumped?  Awesome!  We are moving quickly toward July, summer is 
in full swing, and over the past few weeks we have been learning about godly wisdom 
through a series called YOLO, You Only Live Once and all the Drake fans say 
“hey…hooo…hey…hoooo”.  OK, maybe not…but in the world that have popularized this 
term have used it to justify living it up and acting like a fool, “eat, drink, and be merry 
because tomorrow you die”.  After all, you only live once!!!  Godly wisdom takes a 
different approach. Godly wisdom tells us that because you only live once and have a 
fixed amount of time on this planet and need to “be very careful how you live, not as 
unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity” Ephesians 5:15-16.  
Today we continue a seven-part series on wisdom by addressing wisdom as it applies to 
wealth. Wisdom and wealth.  Our theme verse for the morning is Proverbs 3:9-10, 
“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your 
barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine”. 
 
Honor the Lord with your wealth! A literal reading of this verse would then say, “If you 
honor the Lord with your wealth, then your bank accounts will be overflowing and you 
will have a nice house, nice cars, nice clothes, and worldly success.” And this is the point 
in the sermon where someone raises their hand to say, (thick southern accent) “wait a 
minute…are you one of them prosperity preachers” to which I would say no.  In a perfect 
world I would say yes, the righteous will always prosper and the selfish would always 
remain poor.  But in a sinful world, with institutional evil and sin we see that there are 
two other categories where sometimes even the righteous remain poor and the 
unrighteous prosper.  
  
You say unpack that for me Jon.  OK, well let’s say you grew up on the south side of 
Chicago, in an area that has unfortunately experienced its fair share of corruption, sin 
and brokenness. You live in government housing and although you experience terrible 
poverty, your mom is a strong believer. She tries to honor God with her wealth and 
teaches you to tithe and give generously even at a young age. When you are three years 
old, your dad abandons you and when you are five years old you enroll in one of the 
worst schools in the country.  Your education is terrible all the way through high school 
and you live your childhood years in poverty, without a father, and with a depressed 
mom who struggles to raise you while she works three other part time jobs.  But you are 
determined to live by God’s principles.  You persevere and finally get a job at a 
manufacturing company only to find out six months later that corruption at the top 
causes your position to be eliminated. You continue to try and honor God with your 
wealth and pray but a few months later your baby brother is shot on the streets of your 
neighborhood.  Your mom can’t cope and so you need to go back home to take care of 
her and your other siblings, seemingly stuck in a cycle you can’t climb out of.  I could go 
on, but systematic injustice and sin and brokenness often create situations where the 
unrighteous prosper and the righteous remain poor.   



Here’s what I mean by all of this.  The Proverbs we will read today are commands and 
they underscore the fact that you only live once and should honor God with your wealth.  
However, the game of life is not like checkers or chess where we are all given an equal 
number of pieces and we all start out with the same opportunities.  That would be true 
in a perfect society but that’s not true of a fallen society.  That isn’t how life works.   
 
Instead, and forgive me for this illustration, but life is more like poker. In poker, 
everyone starts out with a different hand.  Some people have pocket aces, others have a 
2 and 7 off suit.  But there is a saying in the poker community that goes quite simply, 
“you can’t change the cards you’re dealt, just how you play your hand”.  Some of us are 
dealt a pair of Aces when we are born.  You have a mother and father, perks and 
privileges, family money, and a strong intellect and others are born with a two and seven 
off suit and setbacks right from the start.  You can’t change the cards you are dealt.  
However, the championship caliber players are the ones that learn how to play the hand 
they have been dealt.  I’m not preaching a prosperity gospel today, I’m preaching 
wisdom and wisdom tells us that over time, if you play enough hands that follow a path 
of wisdom, if you are generous and honor God with your wealth and if you faithfully 
tithe and are diligent and hard-working and self-disciplined then you will eventually 
prosper in this life with God’s blessing and even if you do not, we have an inheritance 
waiting for us in heaven.  Finally, the flipside is also true.  Even if you are dealt a great 
hand, which a large majority of you in the room were given when you started this life.  If 
you don’t play your hand wisely and if you are selfish or given to greed, or tight-fisted 
with your money, and if you don’t honor God with the tithe, and if you don’t help the 
poor or if you are lazy then according to Scripture you will not live under God’s favor or 
blessing and eventually, even if you gain the whole world, you will be left with nothing.  
 
That is a long introduction but it’s one you need to be understood because we can’t read 
Proverbs like “If I do A…then I will always get B”.  There are too many variables.  
However, we can say “If I do A consistently…then over time…B will often result”.  Make 
sense? With that as our backdrop, I want to dive into the Book of Proverbs and a 
comprehensive look at what this book says about wisdom and wealth.  To do this, I have 
literally uncovered every single Proverb that deals with wealth and they can all be 
arranged under four categories.  I am going to load you down with Scripture today and 
here is what I want you to do.  By the end of this sermon, I want you to find ONE 
Proverb that you are going to trust God with as you move forward.  Get your pens and 
pencils out and feel free to write down these references because God wants to speak to 
you today through His Word.   
 
Seek Wisdom NOT Wealth 
The first principle in Proverbs when it comes to wealth is the biggest.  Make wisdom 
NOT wealth, your top priority. Wealth without wisdom will ruin you.  How many times 
do we need to read a story about some unrighteous person that receives daddy’s 
inheritance and self-destructs, or some lottery winner that goes bankrupt a few years 
later? Check this out.   
 

•  “Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, 
14for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. 



15She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her”  
Proverbs 3:14-15.   

• “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding” 
Proverbs 3:5. 

• “Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death” 
Proverbs 11:4. 

 
Make wisdom NOT wealth your top priority.  You say is wisdom an abstract, 
philosophical principle.  No, wisdom is a person and his name is Jesus!  Make Jesus 
your top priority.  Seek first the kingdom of God and then all these things will be added 
unto you!  This principle was played out in the life of Solomon, the author of Proverbs.  
In 2 Chronicles 1:7 we find a story where God appears to Solomon says, “Ask for 
whatever you want me to give you”.  What do you seek?  Wisdom or wealth? Solomon 
responded in verse 10“Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this people, for 
who is able to govern this great people of yours”.  I want wisdom.  And because 
Solomon made wisdom, NOT wealth his top priority, the Lord said in verses 11-12“Since 
this is your heart’s desire and you have not asked for wealth, riches or honor, nor for 
the death of your enemies, and since you have not asked for a long life but for 
wisdom…therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you.  And I will also give you 
wealth, riches, and honor, such as no king who was before you ever had and none after 
you will ever have”.   
 
Principle one is clear.  Make wisdom…make Jesus NOT wealth, your number one 
priority.  Let’s move to the second principle in Proverbs. 
 
Hard Work Will Be Rewarded 
The second principle in Proverbs when it comes to wealth and wisdom is this: hard 
work will be rewarded.  Hard work will be rewarded. Proverbs is very clear on this one.  
In fact, this is probably the most common theme when it comes to wealth in Proverbs. If 
you want to sleep in, stay up late, drink and eat yourself to sickness, cut corners, show 
up tired at work and sluff off, then you will not grow in wealth.  Here are a few verses.  
 

• “Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! 7It has no 
commander, no overseer or ruler, 8yet it stores its provisions in summer and 
gathers its food at harvest.”  Proverbs 6:6-8.   

• “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—11and 
poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.” 
Proverbs 6:10-11.  

• “Lazy people are soon poor; hard workers get rich.” Proverbs 10:4.  

• “Lazy people want much but get little, but those who work hard will prosper.”  
Proverbs 13:4.  

• “Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to 
poverty.”  Proverbs 21:5   

• “Wealth from get-rich-quick schemes quickly disappears; wealth from hard 
work grows over time. Proverbs 13:11.  

 



It reminds me of this cartoon here where a father is lecturing his son and says, “could 
you at least burn the candle on one end”?  We need to seek Jesus and understand that 
hard work will be rewarded. 
 
Debt and Lending 
The third area that the Book of Proverbs covers is regarding debt and lending and the 
principle is not to fall into slavery to anyone.  While we are seeking Jesus, and working 
hard, there is a temptation at times to overextend ourselves and this set of verses calls us 
out.  Again, this principle is all over the book of Proverbs. 
 

• “Just as the rich rule the poor, so the borrower is servant to the lender.” 
Proverbs 22:7. This verse is a big deal.  The borrower is servant to the lender.  
The borrower is a slave to the lender.  Think about this on a national level.  Our 
national debt is about 21 trillion dollars.  The borrower is a servant to the lender.  
Think about this on an individual level.  How far are you in debt to someone else?  
Your home, your cars, your credit cards, your in-laws, your friends?  The 
borrower is a servant to the lender.  

• “He who puts up security for another will surely suffer, but whoever refuses to 
strike hands in pledge is safe.” Proverbs 11:15.  

• “Do not be a man who strikes hands in pledge or puts up security for debts; 27if 
you lack the means to pay, your very bed will be snatched from under you” 
Proverbs 22:26-27. 

 
We don’t have time to go into detailed advice but listen to what Solomon is saying.  
Don’t borrow, live within your means, show restraint, don’t strike hands and become 
someone else’s servant.  And when it comes to lending money to others, don’t even get 
in that business.  Just give it away.  Whenever someone needs benevolence from the 
church, nine out of ten times they say, “I’ll pay you back” to which I always respond, “it’s 
not a loan”.  It’s a gift.  We want to give this away.  I’m not trying to enslave anyone by 
lending money.  I also don’t want to be enslaved by someone else.  
 
Being Generous to the Poor  
The fourth principle to keep in mind as we think about wisdom and wealth is this, “be 
generous to the poor.”  It’s very specific in Proverbs and almost always, it’s not simply to 
be generous but to be generous to the poor.  
 

• “If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be 
answered Proverbs 21:13.”  

• “He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is 
kind to the needy honors God” Proverbs 14:31.  

• “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who 
are destitute. 9 Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and 
needy.” Proverbs 31:8-9.  

• “A person who gets ahead by oppressing the poor or by showering gifts on the 
rich will end in poverty” Proverbs 22:16.  



• “If you help the poor, you are lending to the Lord— and he will repay you!” 
Proverbs 19:17  

•  “Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, but those who close their eyes to 
poverty will be cursed.” Proverbs 28:27   

 
God is on the side of the righteous no doubt, but he is especially on the side of the 
righteous poor.  God has a special place in his heart for the poor.  I love my four children 
equally.  I would die for each of my children.  But whether it was two, three or four kids, 
there is always a special place in my heart for the smallest, the youngest.  Even now, 
little Gracie get preferential treatment. We should give generously to all, but God says, 
“there is a special place in my heart for the poor”. Yes, there are certainly poor people 
that don’t seek Jesus and haven’t worked hard and find themselves in deep debt due to 
bad choices.  However, God doesn’t ask us to play judge.  He simply asks us to help the 
poor.   
 
Often, the only way that young man on the South Side of Chicago can find his way out of 
the structural evil that has kept him down, the only way the man that gets the 2/7 off 
suit dealt him time and time again can win at life is when someone else steps in and 
helps the poor.  This is all over Proverbs.  Be generous with your wealth and especially 
be generous to the poor. What then have we learned?  
 
Conclusion 
We’ve learned that in a perfect world righteousness would be directly related to 
increased wealth but in a fallen world we have two new categories.  The righteous poor 
and the unrighteous rich and each will get what they deserve in heaven.  We’ve also 
learned that the righteous pursue wisdom more than they pursue wealth.  The righteous 
work hard at whatever God has called them to do. The righteous are very careful when it 
comes to debt and lending and finally, the righteous are generous people, especially 
when it comes to the poor.  
 
In the eyes of the world the phrase “you only live once” says, “pursue as much wealth as 
you can, take every dollar and spend it on your own pleasure, cut corners to get it, be 
greedy toward others, and borrow to the max to soak up as much pleasure and as many 
experiences as you are able in this life.”  But for the righteous “you only live once” means 
“seek Jesus more than riches, work hard with the hand you have been dealt and with 
what God gave you to do, stay out of debt and you give generously to the poor”.  The fool 
goes out and loses everything and spends it all and squanders his money and dies.  The 
wise are patient and hard-working and generous.  They take advantage of opportunities.  
 
Solomon wrote, “A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children, but a 
sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous” Proverbs 13:22.   
 
A wise person says, I’m living for others.  I want to leave a legacy for my kids and 
grandkids and also the poor and anyone else and so I’m going to pursue wisdom.  You 
see, you can’t change the cards you are dealt in life, but you can use wisdom when it 
comes to playing your hand.  
 



Let me ask you, which Proverb stood out to you?  Which Proverb is one you can stand on 
this week.  Just write the reference down on your Next Steps card.  If there wasn’t a 
specific verse that touched you today, let me ask “how is the Holy Spirit speaking to you 
because of this message?”  What is he saying?  Take a few minutes and write those 
down.  
 
Communion 
 
Talk about Christ 
His generosity 
His sacrifice on our behalf 
Wisdom flows from Him 
If we have him we have enough 
 
 


