
YOLO 
Week 2 The Wise Love Rightly.  
Mike Colaw  

Series Overview: 
YOLO: You only live once. A series through Proverbs.  
 
Proverbs 1:7 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

• What is the “fear of the lord?” It's hard to translate some words. This is a phrase that 
can be difficult because of historical linguistic use. We can easily enough translate the 
words but to understand how they used it can be a little difficult. What if I was to write 
about my wife that “her eyes are an ocean,” then 5,000 years from now someone finds 
it. They may be able to translate the phrase accurately but find it difficult to know 
exactly what I meant by “ocean.”  “Fear” is the same way. In this use it is majesty, to be 
captivated, like walking out of a wooded area and finding yourself immediately on the 
edge of a huge cliff.  It’s a fear that encompasses awe or amazement.  I felt this the first 
time I walked to the edge of the Grand Canyon.  

 
On week one, the series intro, we also introduced three characters.  

• The simple can't see.  
o Ignorant, foolish, impulsive. 

• The foolish can see but use their sight for selfish gain.  
o Conniving, manipulative, shrewd.  

• The wise are captivated by the one who can see it all.  
o Consistent, humble, patient, self-disciplined before God. 

 
Finally, we are using this whole series to point to this one truth.  

• Wisdom is a person, Jesus. You don't find wisdom, you build a relationship with Him. 

Week 2 The Wise Love Rightly 
I want to open this week with a question.  
Do you trust your heart more than the one who made it?   
 
Proverbs 3:1-8 
1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, 2 for length of 
days and years of life and peace they will add to you. 3 Let not steadfast love and faithfulness 
forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. 4 So you will 
find favor and good success in the sight of God and man. 5 Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he 
will make straight your paths. 7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from 
evil. 8 It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones.  



 

Big Ideas:  
• It starts with "my son." There is an implied relationship with wisdom.  (Vs. 1) 

• The other big idea is that a right relationship leads to life. (Vs. 3,5,7-8) 

• Wisdom is directly connected to what you love. (Vs. 5-7) 
o We often make many decisions with the heart. To really follow God you must 

grow in relationship with Him.  

• True wisdom is not found in trusting your heart but trusting the heart of God.  
o If you are not growing in your relationship with Christ you are not growing in 

your ability to apply wisdom to your decisions.  
 

Here are some boundaries that keep us from placing our trust in God.  
• The simple don’t want to act contrary to their immediate desires.  

• The foolish believe they know better. Arrogant pride leads them to believe they know 
better than the antiquated Bible.  

• All of us have things in life we don’t want to give up.  
 

What is the danger of living this way?  
• This path leads into a constant cycle of unmet satisfaction, always consuming yet never 

full.  
 
Illustration: 
I was talking with a friend who is very wealthy a few years ago.  He was sharing how all his 
things just become things.  In your head as a kid you really do think that the Porsche will make 
you feel so good. So, you work and work and work to get it.  And for a few weeks it does.  Then 
it slowly just becomes another thing.  A number of scholars including Steve DeNeff paint hell 
like this - we have everything right before us and are still totally unsatisfied.   
 
Illustration: “According to a legend, one lucky fellow was granted a tour of heaven and noticed 
a long table with seated guests, each of whom had a three-foot fork strapped to his wrist. The 
table was laden with a delectable banquet. Not surprisingly, all of the guests ate well and 
looked satisfied. On his return to earth, he was granted a pass through hell, in which he 
observed a banquet hall arranged with the exact same setting. Only here the guests were 
weeping and had emaciated bodies while a full menu sat before them. Perplexed by this, the 
visitor asked his attendant to explain the difference. His answer? ‘The long forks made it 
impossible for our guests in hell to feed themselves, yet they try nonetheless. But in heaven, 
each guest has learned to feed his friend across the table, who in turn is feeding him.’” -Steve 
DeNeff, More Than Forgiveness 
 
C.S. Lewis believes the difference between heaven and hell is not gold and glory, it’s one thing: 
(agape) charitable love. Without knowing and embracing love you can have the world and be 
totally unsatisfied.  
 



The response: How do the wise live? 
• We need to be captivated by the reality of God. The “fear” of the Lord.  

• We need to pray that God will open our eyes before we can ever understand the 
wisdom in Proverbs.  

Final Thoughts: 
The wise love rightly.  
To define my terms: By love I mean desire or want.  

• The simple do what their immediate appetite demands.  
o Think animal instinct.  

• The foolish want to make systems and use people to feed appetites.  
o Think strategic retirement. I know this will make people mad but think this 

through. For many, you invest well so you can hopefully live a quarter of your life 
feeding your own appetites.  

• The wise examine their appetites before God and trust that the One who made them 
knows them and what will truly make them whole better than they do.   

 
Illustration:  
Wisdom is a relationship. 
In high school I was enamored with a girl. Neither of us were at a place emotionally, spiritually 
or ethically to be dating each other. I don’t know why but I really locked into her. At one point 
my church friends pulled me aside and said, “Mike, this isn’t a good idea.” I can’t tell you how 
frustrated I was with them. Then a few months later my dad pulled me aside and said, “Mike, I 
don’t think this is a good idea.” Still, I resisted. They don’t understand, they don’t see, they 
don’t really care. My mind was flooded with excuses. My appetite had totally blinded me. 
Finally I remember something my dad said. “Trust me.”  
Trust me… I have always had a good relationship with my dad and that clicked. I didn’t see it at 
all then, but wisdom was a relationship with someone much smarter than I.  
 
Ultimate wisdom is a relationship with Jesus, not an understanding. We are finite and small.  
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  

Next Steps cards: 
• Pause and be aware of what you want right now. Will you lay it before God?  

• Write out what you need to submit to the love of God.  
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