
When in Doubt 
Mike Colaw 
Week 3 – The Jailer Believes  
Acts 16:25-34 
 
Announcements: 

• Get the book Around the Table. 

• Starting in April we will be going to two services here. 9 and 11. We will have one 
service at 10:00 at East Fishers.  

Big Idea: 
Trust and faith are formed in the heart more than the mind.  

Opening Illustration: 
I run. 
I don’t run because it’s my favorite thing to do, I run because it’s good for me.  I almost always 
take my dog with me because it’s good for her and she loves it. Her joy actually makes me enjoy 
it a bit more too. After running with her for a few years the only downside is her tendency to 
freak out anytime another dog would come by. She is an only child puppy and doesn’t have the 
greatest dog social skills. All the appropriate dog etiquette like sniffing the other dogs behind, 
she just doesn’t get it. Honestly, she scrambles under my feet and pees on herself. It’s 
ridiculous. It also really messes up my cadence when trying to run. I have tried so many training 
techniques to fix this. Nothing worked. 
All this changed about a year ago.  
I was running around the park with her and she did her normal freak out. I looked around and 
noticed a huge dog had broken away from its owner and was running full steam ahead towards 
us. My little puppy was going crazy trying to run away.  Without thinking I stepped in-between 
my dog and the huge dog coming on fast and bellowed in a low and very loud voice, “No!” I 
confess, I honestly was in a bit of a bad mood and would have hit the dog if it was closer.  To my 
surprise the big dog hit the brakes, tucked its tail and ran away back to its owner.  I realized my 
volume and intensity was much higher than I thought when the owner was so apologetic and 
others in the park took full notice.  
I motioned that it was okay and turned and started running again.  
Here is the interesting part. My dog doesn’t get nervous anymore when other dogs come up. 
She just looks up at me as if to say, “Dad’s got this.”  Instead of playing the coward that pees on 
herself she at times will even trot like a lion. Not because she is strong but because she has full 
faith that Alpha protects.  
 
Trust and faith are formed in the heart more than the mind.  
 
This isn’t just true for lower animals. It’s true for all creatures. Even the most intellectual of us. 
Dr. William Lane Craig, a Christian apologist that debates Christianity with other Atheist authors 



and professors, says that in all his conversations with people that have rejected Christianity 
they actually do so out of emotions.  
 
I think that most people who reject God because of the evil in the world don’t really do so 
because of intellectual difficulties; rather it’s an emotional problem.-William Lane Craig  
 

To the Text 
Acts 16:25-34 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were 
unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a 
loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." And the jailer called for lights and 
rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them 
out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved, you and your household." And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to 
all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their 
wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. Then he brought them up into his 
house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had 
believed in God. 
 

• Paul and Silas are put in prison. Let’s take a moment to look back at why Paul and Silas 
were jailed. The book of Acts is literally the “acts” of the disciples. It’s stories of the 
mission work they were doing. On this specific journey they encountered a slave girl 
who was possessed by a demon. The demon inside of her was calling out who Paul and 
Silas were. They basically pause and exercise the demon. The by product was that her 
owners were making significant money off of the demon’s fortune-telling. When it was 
clear their prophet was gone they took Paul and Silas to court and they ended up in Jail.  
 

• There is an earthquake. Though earthquakes are quite common in that region this one 
did something really unique. It opened the prisons and unlatched all their bonds.  

o A few things to note from this.  
▪ It’s always interesting that God often uses common things in unique and 

extraordinary ways. Don’t dismiss divine intervention of timing even if 
the activity is relatively “normal.”  

▪ As I examine scripture and my own experiences, it appears God often 
seems to work in a way that is common enough to dismiss if you don’t 
want to believe, yet if you want to believe you can see it.  
 

• The jailer was going to kill himself.  As soon as the jailer realizes that all the prisoners 
had escaped he pulls out his sword to kill himself. Why? Soldiers are tasked with total 



and complete faithfulness to their deity. The power of Rome wasn’t in its size primarily 
but in its resolve. As a soldier who failed at his post his life would become miserable. 
Shame, physical punishment and possibly even death stood before him. He deemed the 
reasonable response… suicide.  
 

• Paul stops him from killing himself. Before the soldier can finish the task at hand Paul 
stops him. They are all still there. No one runs. This causes the soldier to literally fall at 
his knees and tremble with fear. 

o A few things to notice.  
▪ Think of all the might of Rome. Yet this soldier is beyond amazed and 

deeply touched by the confidence and care of Paul.  
▪ It still is amazing to me how God choses to reveal himself to people. This 

man is won not by intellectual rhetoric but by real people showing really 
powerful love.  
 

• The jailer converts. Why?  Because Paul and Silas are stronger than Rome?  Because 
they beat him in an intellectual argument?  No, because they showed big risky love and 
care. Trust and faith are formed in the heart more than the mind.  
 

Final Thoughts: 
“Trust is an intellectual choice, but it is also an emotional one. It’s a posture of the heart. When 
we trust people, we lean into them.” 
-Kevin Myers 
 
To all those who have rejected God because you have seen and experienced pain, false 
Christians who represent Him poorly and can’t understand why God would allow so much 
suffering in the world, I want you to know I hear you. Your realization that there is an objective 
moral injustice is fully acknowledged. I want you to also pause and look at Christ with a posture 
of the heart. What love would send His only son to suffer and die at the hands of the very 
people who have made fun of, betrayed, and tortured him? The Love of God is so big. So 
relentless and so aimed at us, aimed at you.  
 
Trust and faith are formed in the heart more than the mind. 
 
My mom. It’s Mother’s Day. I didn’t forget. One of the reasons I love Jesus is not only because 
of the very robust apologetics that encompass faith. I believe because I have seen glimpses of a 
profound love in my mom. I watched my parents give so much of their time, energy and heart 
to help people. So… many…. people. My house growing up was always filled with people 
needing love. From a college student needing a place to stay to a baby stuck in legal confusion 
preparing for adoption. Yes, some get love wrong, but there is an objective example and when 
people line up and submit to it the results are amazing. I gladly chose an eternity with that kind 



of love. The love that stopped Paul from leaving the prison and the love that opened my home 
as a kid to people in need.  

Next Steps: 
• If you don’t know Christ or have wandered away, make today the day you choose His 

love. 

• If you are a Christian realize that the most powerful agent of conversion is actually the 
heart. Who do you need to love?  
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