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WAITING 
ON THEpromise



DEAR TRINITY CHURCH FAMILY, 

I have used many devotionals over the years. Some of my favor-
ites were written by people long passed away or from cultures 
and people that no longer exist. The content is incredible. The 
connection is possible, but there is contextual work that must 
always be done. You can learn so much by leaning in and listen-
ing in to a conversation, even if the author wasn’t thinking about 
you at all. However, whenever you read a personal letter from a 
loved one that knows you well, it just rings a bit different. 

That’s the goal of this devotional, to be personal. Every letter 
comes from one of your Trinity peers. Someone who lives in the 
world you live in and knows the people you know. It will be rich 
and deep, but it will also carry a personal tone that only a devo-
tional of this type can bring. 

I want to thank you for joining in this journey toward Resurrection 
Sunday. I want to encourage you to imagine the authors’ faces, 
their smiles, and truly hear their kind words. These are your peo-
ple writing to you about who they love deeply – Jesus.  I join in 
this journey with you.

 
Let’s grow together in this season of waiting,

 
Pastor Mike



WAITING ON THE PROMISE 

Lent is the period of time in the church year between Ash 
Wednesday and Resurrection Sunday. During Lent, we reflect 
on Christ’s journey toward the cross with prayer and fasting, 
preparing our hearts to truly celebrate the contrasting joyous 
victory of his resurrection. 
 
Our Western culture seeks entertainment and celebrates accom-
plishment, and also puts much energy into avoiding uncertainty 
and grief. Lent provides us space to slow down and gives us 
permission to look at the hard things God may be using in our 
journey toward becoming more like his Son. This counter-cultur-
al practice is often God’s mercy in disguise. As we take the time 
to wait on him and allow him into our struggles, we find him 
breaking through with his grace in deeper ways than it seems he 
does in times of happiness. This is the “already” of the promise. 
God with us.

We also remember during Lent that we are not meant to stay in 
hardship. As we reflect on the suffering of Jesus, we see shafts 
of light emanating from behind the cross, because we know 
Resurrection is coming. This is the “not yet” of the promise. 
God’s coming restoration when everything will be made right. 
 
You may be in the middle of a difficult season, unsure where 
God is in your struggle. One aspect of the hope we have in 
Christ is that we share this “already and not yet” promise with 

others—many of whom have learned how to wait well. Allow your 
brothers and sisters to encourage you with the promise they 
found in the waiting—the very presence of God who will never 
leave us.

HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL

Each week begins with the Scripture passage and summary of 
Sunday’s message, giving focus to the devotionals for that week.
You may find it helpful to set aside the same time each day to 
spend with God as you work through the day’s entry. Begin by 
asking the Holy Spirit to teach you, including reading the pas-
sage for each Sunday before coming to the worship service. 
Thoughtfully read the verse or passage in your Bible, then read 
the devotional. You may wish to write your thoughts in a journal 
using the provided questions and prayer, or to write your own 
thoughts and compose a prayer. Choose what is most mean-
ingful to you to engage with God. You may also decide to share 
your thoughts and discoveries with those in your Community or 
Discipleship Group.

A very special thanks to the authors for openly sharing their joys 
and struggles. We trust that God will use this devotional to en-
courage, inspire, and challenge you in your spiritual walk with 
God as we wait for the promise of God’s ultimate restoration 
together.
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WEEK 1  |   SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19

God made a promise to Abram. In a powerful moment, God 
told Abram that he would be greatly blessed. This promise 

was not only the beginning of Abram becoming the father of 
nations, it was also an invitation to begin the long and arduous 

journey of trust. Trust is still the path for God’s people.

READ: GENESIS 12:1–8

God’s
Invitat ion
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ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22

FREEZE OR FIGHT? 
Megan Little

 
You are my portion, Lord; I have promised to obey 

your words. I have sought your face with all my heart; 
be gracious to me according to your promise. I have 

considered my ways and have turned my steps to your 
statutes. Psalm 119:57–59 

At the time of writing this, I am in a season of anticipation and 
waiting. This season is not one of anticipation of good things 
to happen, like gifts to be given to me. It is one of those wait-
ing-for-the-other-shoe-to-drop seasons. I’m seeing more and 
more changes that will likely lead to loss or grief. Because of 
this I have been highly attentive to any and all advice on waiting 
and patience. The notes app on my phone is full of thoughts 
like: “Sabbath is anticipation of a day of no work or waiting; it’s 
time where we can step aside and practice letting God move.” 
And “Waiting is active – we need to participate. Even if God can 
do it all on his own, he wants us to be a part of the journey.”    
  
Separately, both are great pieces of advice, but taken together, 
it’s not helpful. What should I do, freeze or fight? Move forward 
or stay still?

Lent represents a season when Jesus was anticipating his death 
on the cross – the ultimate potential for hurt and loss. He didn’t 
start a campaign and try to outwork the problem; he didn’t sit in 
his room, frozen with fear. He had dinner with friends, he spoke 
about what was going to happen, and he prayed.  

Everyone’s season of waiting is different. Maybe you’re dealing 
with physical illness, changes in relationships, or financial strug-
gles. It helps me to remember that Jesus experienced seasons 
of waiting too. He taught us that we don’t have to move, and we 
don’t have to freeze, we just need to turn to God. 

 
REFLECTION: 
Have you been trying to fight or freeze in your season of wait-
ing? In what ways can you turn to God during this season? 

PRAYER: 
God, we know that you are able to make all things new. Give us 
strength and reminders to look toward you during this season of 
anticipation and waiting. Thank you for all you’ve given us, and 
what greater things you have for the future.  



4     WAITING ON THE PROMISE A Collective Lenten Devotional     5

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23

MERCY IS AN ACT 
OF INTIMACY  

Peter Luttrull  
 

The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love 

and faithfulness. Exodus 34:6
 

God has revealed much to us through losing a baby in 2021. 
As Lindsay and I were discussing this thought, viewing the loss 
as an act of mercy was deeply comforting.  Not that it made us 
“feel” great, but it resonated with us in our souls. This has given 
us a renewed and deeper vision of God’s mercy.  Something 
went wrong with our baby and God, in his mercy, allowed it to 
not experience more or future pain.   

We were reminded that mercy is also an act of intimacy. You can’t 
offer mercy if you don’t know the person or their pain. So, even 
though it hurts, we can recognize that God is “compassionate 
and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.” 
It’s a true mystery, this loss, and it doesn’t make sense. I don’t 
think it is supposed to. But we are grateful that we are known by 
God and that he has shown his mercy to us and our baby.  He 
offers hope in our pain.  

The biblical authors clearly saw these times as moments of inti-
macy. David, in Psalm 42:7 sees that the “waves and breakers” 
crashing down on him were from God.  David finds comfort in 
the fact that in the pain and hardships, God was near. The root of 
God’s giving and his taking is that both acts are acts of intimacy. 
If there is something that our kids long for and I give it to them, I 
would have to know them intimately. I would have to know their 
deepest desires and understand their personality. In the same 
way, if they were doing something dangerous, I would have to 
know them well enough to see if the act was in fact, dangerous. 
I’d be observing them, and I’d move to protect them and take 
away the potential harm. Both the giving and the taking are acts 
of deep knowledge, love, and intimacy with the other person.

Intimacy is the root of our relationship with Christ. Otherwise, 
it becomes a transactional relationship in which we’re only in-
terested in what the other can produce to benefit us. All these 
aspects of mercy are completed, fully and beautifully, in the 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. In Exodus 15, 
God commands Moses to throw a tree into the waters at Marah, 
turning the bitter waters of death into an oasis of life for the Isra-
elites. Jesus died upon a tree, relieving the bitterness of sin and 
death. We find, in Jesus, the water of life (see John 4).

It is in God’s mercy that we see his intimacy. In the moments 
where he seems most distant –  “Father, why have you forsaken 
me?!” – the Father is in fact very near, working all things together 
for the good of those who love him. And so, death is bitter, but 
Jesus, because of the cross (tree), allows us to drink from the 
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“living water” (John 7:38)” and have eternal intimacy with him. 

 
REFLECTION:
Think back on today or yesterday. Where and how did you expe-
rience God’s intimacy?

PRAYER:
Lord, you are good. In the bitterness of this life, help us to re-
member that we are fully known by you (Psalm 139) and that 
your love endures forever. Help us to live in awareness of your 
mercy to us and your intimacy with us. Amen. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24

WAITING ON WHOM? 
Beth Pfister 

 
I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned 

to me and heard my cry. Psalm 40:1 
 

About five years ago, Jeff and I went through a season of waiting. 
We had prayerfully sought the Lord about a big next-season-
of-life decision. We moved forward, and were immediately met 
with a huge roadblock. Five months of waiting came. Other de-
cisions could not be made, and we were backlogged. I began 
to doubt. Some days I felt paralyzed with fear. Frustrated with 
the people who weren’t doing what needed to be done. We 
prayed; nothing changed. One day I felt prompted by the Holy 
Spirit to do a Bible word search on the word wait.   

“Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the 
Lord.” Psalm 27:14 

“Lord, I wait for you; you will answer, Lord my God.” Psalm 38:15 

“I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my 
cry.” Psalm 40:1 

Something shifted in me. I had hope. I realized I wasn’t waiting 
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on man to move; I was waiting on the Lord! I could trust his tim-
ing, goodness, and love for me.  Eventually the waiting ended, 
and we were able to move forward as we had originally sensed 
the Lord leading. Wait on him. He was in control, not man.  

 
REFLECTION:
Do you find yourself in a time of waiting that feels like there is an 
obstacle in your way? Describe the obstacle. On whom are you 
waiting—man, or the Lord? 
 
PRAYER:
Lord, in our waiting remind us of your sovereignty and control 
over our lives. Remind us that you care about the details. Re-
mind us that we are to wait on you in all your goodness toward 
us and love for us. Amen. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25

IN THE MIDDLE BETWEEN 
UPSETTING AND EXCITING 

Allison Dodsworth 
 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we 

do not give up. Galatians 6:9  
 

I am writing this on a Tuesday, an ordinary Tuesday full of mun-
dane tasks: making the bed, making sustenance meals, washing 
dishes, overseeing nap schedules, the never-ending picking up 
and putting away, sweeping floors, and playing with my three-
year-old and six-month-old. Waiting somewhere in the middle 
of the upsetting and exciting, here I am on a Tuesday. Waiting is 
where we spend most of our days and it is where we are formed 
into the people we are. While discontentment does creep into 
many Tuesdays, I have learned to take joy in the repetitive tasks 
associated with caring for a home and family – not because it 
is glamorous, but because God calls us to create homes where 
Christ’s love is tangible in our interactions and is seen in how 
we care for the things placed in our hands. I’m reminded how 
seasons of joy and sorrow both lend to the deep peace felt on 
this very Tuesday. 
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In the last year, I’ve been through highs and lows. The exciting 
news that we were expecting our daughter came after a year 
and a half of waiting and wondering, would we be blessed with 
another child?  Our joy when we realized we were expecting 
was tempered by the passing of my grandpa. A few weeks later, 
I spent Christmas day in the hospital recovering from pneumo-
nia. The year was sprinkled with vacations, birthdays, and births 
of nieces. 

As I reflect on where I am today, I am reminded of the Israelites 
wandering in the desert for forty years. They were sandwiched 
between miracles: they had been delivered from slavery and 
were not yet delivered into the promised land. As they navigat-
ed the in-between, it feels repetitive how often they failed to rest 
content in God’s providence. They chose instead to bicker, com-
plain, compare, and doubt. When I’m tempted to do the same, I 
remember Paul’s advice in Galatians: “Let us not become weary 
in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we 
do not give up.”  

 
REFLECTION: 

To live well in the mundane, I believe three things are important: 

1. Reflect on how God has worked in the past. 
2. Commit to doing good even when it is not exciting and 

doesn’t appear to matter. 
3. Pray and confess when discontentment creeps in.  

 

PRAYER:
Lord, thank you for your continued faithfulness. I confess how 
easily prone to discontentment I am and pray you would guard 
my life against any thought or emotion that is not from you. Help 
me to reflect your faithfulness as I am diligent in what you have 
called me to.
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WEEK 2  |   SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26

In a dream, God renewed his promise to Abraham’s grandson, 
Jacob. “When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, ‘Surely 

the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it’” (Gen. 28:16). 
Through this dream, God invited Jacob to become more aware 
of his presence and activity in the blessing and in the wrestling.

READ: GENESIS 28

Learning
to Trust
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27

GETTING THROUGH DOUBT  
Treavor Dodsworth

 
You will seek me and find me when you 

seek me with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:13
 

While growing up, church was core to who I was. I was typically 
at the building multiple times during the week as I was very in-
volved in various church functions – youth group, Bible quizzing, 
etc. I would say I had both a knowledge of God and a relation-
ship with him. Initially, there was not any significant challenge or 
opposition to my faith, but that changed when I went to college. 

God didn’t change, but during college – even though I attended 
a Christian university– I was presented with ideas from people 
and in classes (namely, philosophy) that didn’t align with what 
I believed. Christianity was core to who I was. Questioning this 
core resulted in a myriad of very strong negative emotions.  

The Bible promises God will never leave us, but during that time, 
I didn’t always feel God. What do you do when Christianity had 
been core to who you were and now you are questioning the 
very existence of God? 

I didn’t know what to do other than just keep doing the things I 

knew – Scripture reading, going to church, surrounding myself 
in Christian community. These spiritual disciplines had been in-
grained in me my whole life. They are what I clung to when all I 
had believed was being questioned. 

If you happen to be in a season of doubt, I get it. It was incred-
ibly painful for me personally. I would love to be able to share 
some specific idea or thought that could lift you out, but that 
isn’t the way it worked for me. What helped me was doing these 
disciplines over and over again. So, I encourage you who are in 
a hard season to cling to the spiritual disciplines. Keep on going. 
What you feel currently is not permanent. God will not abandon 
you.  

My encouragement for those not in a hard season is to prioritize 
establishing the spiritual disciplines, so when you are in a tough 
place, you will already have the foundation they provide to help 
you through. 

 
REFLECTION:  
1. Are you daily coming before God in prayer and Scripture 

reading?  
2. Are you in a Christian community where you are known and 

can be honest?  
3. How can you use the lessons learned in hard seasons that 

you have overcome to help disciple others? 
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PRAYER:
God, I thank you that you do not leave us and that you are always 
working. You are all powerful and greater than anything we face. 
I pray that you would comfort those who are in a hard season 
and give them the strength to continue doing what is right even 
if they may not “feel” you in the moment. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28

THE FULFILLMENT 
OF A PROMISE  

Yare Acevedo 
 

My heart rejoices in the Lord; in the Lord 
my horn is lifted high..1 Samuel 2:1a 

 

I cannot forget that conversation at the dining table. Yamil and I 
were married for four years, and we felt so ready for parenting. 
With tears and frustration, I told Yamil: “I know the Lord will give 
us children, but I sense this is not happening soon, and I am just 
tired of waiting. Why is it always the same? I am confident that he 
will do it, but the long wait is so hard.” 

When I was a kid, I had a list of things I wanted: a husband, three 
kids, and a two-story house with many sunshiny days. I started 
to pray intensively for my husband when I was fourteen. I met 
him when I was twenty, and we prayed for our children from that 
moment on. We finished up our undergraduate degrees, got 
married, and after four years, we were ready. Also, everyone else 
was prepared to see us surrounded by babies. After waiting for 
a baby for a year, we visited our respective specialists, and they 
said: “All is good; although it seems easy, getting pregnant is  
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not that easy. Forget about the topic. Keep life as usual, and you 
will see, babies will come.”  

We followed their advice and paid them another visit at the 
second-year mark. This time the tests were more rigorous. The 
urologist suggested an outpatient procedure for  Yamil, with no 
guarantees, but he told us there was a 70 percent chance, based 
on data, of getting pregnant after six months. The process ran 
like a Swiss watch! God made it possible for us—with prayers, 
faith, submission, and the understanding that he uses different 
ways, including science, to fulfill his promises. One year after 
having our first baby, Daniel, we got pregnant with our second, 
Rebeca. When she was eight months old, we got pregnant with 
our third baby, Selah, who we have not had the chance to meet 
yet as she was not born alive into this world, but we are confi-
dent we will meet in heaven.  

Yes, it was a long wait, a tearful and scary path. But God’s faith-
fulness and the joy of the fulfillment of the promise healed our 
pain and strengthened our faith.  

 
REFLECTION: 
Share with someone how God has fulfilled his promises in your 
life. 
 
PRAYER: 
You are Lord. You are sovereign. Please, help us to trust you and 
wait patiently for your promises. Amen! 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1

WAIT ON GOD’S 
DIRECTION! 

CK Chitty 
 

In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
shall direct your paths. Proverbs 3:6 NKJV 

 

During the early months of 1989, following seven years of fulfill-
ing ministry at Moncton Wesleyan Church, a “God-release” from 
ministry there began to develop in my heart and spirit. “Why?” 
was my simple question to God?   But, I waited.   Shortly after, 
there was an invitation to interview for a job in Indianapolis.  Af-
ter a lot of “prayer and processing,” I moved there on July 4 of 
that year. 

On January 3, 1990, that job came to an abrupt end!  What now 
God?   We had followed his direction.  We waited.  We prayed 
and waited. Then we waited some more. I had not been unem-
ployed since I started delivering newspapers at age thirteen, so 
I was not used to “patient waiting.”   In April 1990, I was invited 
to direct Trinity Church Child Care, and I accepted. During the 
next fifteen years at Trinity, and then three at what is now Trinity 
East Fishers, God allowed ministry to several thousand children 
and families. Following that position, I continued in ministry to 
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children for ten years as director of Hephzibah Children’s Home 
in Macon, Georgia.  

Three months of waiting in early 1990 opened the doors to a 
ministry that has influenced children and families resulting in 
world-wide expansion of the kingdom of God. God wanted to 
use me to influence them for his kingdom. What if I had not wait-
ed on him for his direction? That will never be known because I 
did wait on his direction! 

 
REFLECTION: 
What might God be able to do through you if you wait for his 
certain direction for your life? 
 
PRAYER:  
Father, thank you for your promise to direct our ways. Thank you 
that you have proven yourself faithful to all generations! Help us 
to learn the art of waiting on you. Amen. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 2

GOD IS ALWAYS 
IN CONTROL 

Jennifer Bailey 
 

I am the Lord, the God of all mankind. Is 
anything too hard for me?  Jeremiah 32:27 

(See also: Luke 11:5–13; 12:6–7; 18:1–6) 
 

Life is full of changes, often changes we do not desire. A num-
ber of years ago, my marriage was coming to an end. At the 
same time, we needed to move closer to our jobs and to a larger 
school system. I mentioned to a neighbor that we were selling 
our home, and she told me she knew a young family who was in 
the market for a house like ours. Nothing came of it.  

We moved for the start of school, but the house still had not sold. 
Months and months passed. Making two mortgage payments 
and caring for two properties added more stress to our family. 
God heard my concerns and frustration daily. I never doubted 
his leading or provision, but it was not a joyful season.  

A year after listing our house, we finally had a buyer! It was the 
same young family my neighbor had mentioned – they had 
had to sell their house before they could buy another. We were 
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thrilled! When our realtor told me the closing date, I laughed 
out loud! It was the same day our divorce was to be final. God 
had protected and provided for me without me knowing. He 
had the perfect buyer in place for an entire year. He waited until 
I would be able to keep my half of the proceeds because he 
knew I would have received nothing if we had closed a year 
earlier. God protected my vacant house that entire year. He pro-
vided financially for my sons and me in a way I could not have 
imagined.  

God heard my concerns over and over and helped me keep 
going while he was waiting on the perfect time to answer my 
prayers. He was and is always in control.  

 
REFLECTION:
Continue to talk with God while you are waiting. He already 
knows your thoughts; you might as well have the conversation. 
Allow yourself to see how God was and is working in your life. 

PRAYER:
Father, I ask you to open our eyes to see the ways you are pro-
tecting and providing for us. It is constant, and yet we are too 
often oblivious. Help us to trust you in the waiting, and to thank 
you when you answer.  

FRIDAY, MARCH 3

SPIRITUAL MUSCLES 
Lindsay Neumann  

 
I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the 

Lord in the land of the living.  Wait for the Lord, be strong 
and take heart, and wait for the Lord. Psalm 27:13–14 

 

I memorized Psalm 27 soon after I started following Jesus during 
my senior year of high school. The Lord must have known I would 
need these words over the years! Verse 13 claims confidence in 
seeing the goodness of the Lord “in the land of the living.” As a 
Christ follower, we cling to the promises of heaven. On this side 
of heaven, however, it can be difficult to see God’s goodness 
with so much pain and suffering. 

I became a mother eleven years ago. As I anticipated my first 
child, a deep desire for a daughter welled up in my heart. In-
stead, God gave me two beautiful sons. I found myself in an 
uncomfortable place of grief—a tension between gratefulness 
for my two healthy sons while still having a profound longing 
for a daughter. Over the next several years, my husband and I 
pursued an adoption that fell through. I also went through a mis-
carriage. As a result, I was doubtful of God’s goodness in my life. 
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As I wrestled with the Lord over this desire for a daughter, I de-
veloped spiritual muscles for going to Jesus with my grief and 
doubt. I experienced new places of intimacy with him as a result. 
I also experienced richer community as I allowed people in my 
life to pray for and with me in the heartache. It wasn’t always 
apparent in the moment, but I was experiencing the goodness 
of God. 

Today, the Lord has given me a precious daughter. The level of 
gratitude I have for this gift would not be possible if it wasn’t 
for those previous ten years. We have such immense promis-
es of the glory of heaven, but when God allows us to taste this 
goodness during our life, it makes suffering a bit more bearable. 
Remembering these markers of his goodness “in the land of the 
living” gives me a hopeful confidence that he will do it again. So, 
in all things I wait patiently for the Lord.  

 
REFLECTION: 
1. What current need or desire can you share honestly with the 

Lord? Ask him to help you trust him more fully. 
2. What are the markers of his goodness in your life so far? 

PRAYER:
Jesus, thank you that we can trust you to be good and to show 
us your goodness throughout our lives. Help us to cling to you 
as we patiently wait on your timing. Amen. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 4

MY “GOOD,” OR 
GOD’S GOOD? 

Mike Schultz 
 

We know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him. Romans 8:28 

 

One Memorial Day weekend, we received a call that my friend’s 
young adult daughter was critically injured after falling from a 
vehicle on a South Dakota highway. She was in a coma and doc-
tors were uncertain about her survival. 

Over the next few days, there were many ICU visits, prayers, 
and tears with the family. On one occasion, Davina seemed to 
respond as I quietly shared the plan of salvation with her. Al-
most audibly, I heard God’s assurance that she would be okay. I 
shared this with my friend, Bill, her dad. 

Even though she started showing signs of improving, blood clots 
traveled to her brain causing brain death. We were heartbroken 
at the decision to remove life support and donate her organs. It 
also shook my confidence in discerning God’s prompting and 
voice. 
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Through funeral preparation and during subsequent talks, Bill 
shared his firm conviction that God really did speak. He believed 
the affirmation about Davina really meant that she would be 
okay spiritually and had opened her heart to Christ. 

Paul’s words, “We know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him,” took on brand new meaning. We waited 
for an answer from God. Though the “thing” was not what we 
wanted, God is not limited to only using what we understand as 
“good” to bring about what is truly for our good! 

 
REFLECTION:
Think about a time when God’s answer to your prayer was differ-
ent than you hoped or wanted? How did you allow God to work 
in the situation? 

PRAYER:
Father, help me look to you when, after waiting, the answer I 
receive is not the one I desired. Thank you that your power is 
limitless, and you can bring about good – even when circum-
stances seem to challenge that truth. 
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Leah was unloved. She offers a glimpse of her heart in the 
names of her sons. With each son comes a revelation that Leah 

desperately wanted to be seen, known, and loved by Jacob. 
Until Judah. Something changed in Leah, and when she bore 
her last son, Judah, she said, “This time I will praise the Lord.” 

READ: GENESIS 29

God Sees 
t he S truggle
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MONDAY, MARCH 6

BELIEVE IN YOUR 
WEAKNESS! 

Carl Shepherd 
 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast 
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 

power may rest on me. 2 Corinthians 12:9 
 

My wife Vicki and I traveled on a difficult journey during 2020–21 
as she was diagnosed with cancer and endured twenty-five che-
motherapy treatments, three hospitalizations and two surgical 
procedures before passing away in September 2021. We so 
appreciated the love and support received from many people 
during this challenging time, including texts, email messages, 
food, visits, and get-well cards.  

It was one of those cards, however, that particularly got my at-
tention. The front of the card offered encouragement to “believe 
in how strong you are.” I thought about this statement a bit and 
reflected on what the apostle Paul said in 2 Corinthians chapter 
12: “But he [Jesus] said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for 
my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast  

all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me.” 

The Bible contains several paradoxes, such as, “It is more bless-
ed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35) and “Whoever loses his 
life will preserve it” (Luke 17:33). This is a counterintuitive idea 
that competes against cultural norms. Be glad about your weak-
ness? Really?  

I am all for a healthy self-image and confidently striving to attain 
lofty goals, but I also realize there will be times in life where we 
will encounter challenges that are bigger than us or our ability 
to handle them. So, I invite you to join me even now in believing 
how weak I am (we are) and then to watch Christ’s power being 
made perfect in each of us. It is his promise to us as we humble 
ourselves before him and then wait for him to act on our behalf. 
As the children’s song says, “We are weak, but he is strong.” 

 
REFLECTION:
1. What are my weaknesses that allow God’s power to be dis-

played in my life?
2. How can I trust God’s power to rest on me as I present these 

weaknesses to him?

PRAYER:
God, help me to really believe that my weaknesses result in a 
display of your strength and power in my life, whatever I may 
face. 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 7

STILL WAITING 
Anonymous 

 
“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come 

into the world.” John 11:27 
 

Start children off on the way they should go - Proverbs 22:6. The 
words sting every time I hear them. We were not perfect par-
ents, but we dedicated our children as infants, prayed for and 
over them, went to church, and read and memorized the Word 
together. They grew and were strong in their faith in high school 
and through college, and then something changed. Life hap-
pened with a broken engagement, a failed marriage, and hurt 
by the church. “I don’t know what I believe.” “The church failed 
me.” “Church isn’t important to us right now.”  

We are heartbroken. We wait. We pray. We plead. We cry. Still 
waiting. For months I heard the Enemy say, “Give up your faith. 
Walk away. It’s all rubbish. Look at your kids.” I heard his mocking 
voice.  

I have friends around me in similar or even more severe situ-
ations. We have committed to one another to stay the course, 
keeping our eyes fixed on the Lord no matter what our children 

decide. We sing with fortitude, “I believe in God our Father. I 
believe in Christ the Son. I believe in the Holy Spirit, our God is 
three in one. I believe in the resurrection, that we will rise again, 
for I believe in the name of Jesus!”

As we wait, we remember that the Lord loves our children even 
more than we do and longs for them to turn their faces back to 
him. As we wait, we are reminded the Lord didn’t ask us to be 
perfect parents. He asked us to faithful parents. He assures us he 
is at work, even though we cannot see. We continue to believe 
in God. We wait with our hope in him. 

 
REFLECTION: 
Have you been waiting for a long time for someone in your life 
to draw near to Jesus? What lies do you hear? When the lies and 
mocking from the Enemy come, of what truth do you need to 
be reminded? Find a passage of Scripture to refute the lies and 
remind you of truth.

PRAYER: 
Dear Lord, draw all our children nearer to you. Those close and 
those far away. Open their eyes to who you really are. May they 
distinguish between your loving voice of truth from the lying, 
mocking voice of the Enemy and this world. Put other believers 
in their lives who will speak truth when they cannot hear it from 
us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8

WAITING FOR THE PROMISE 
Jim Blackburn 

 
Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 

creation of the world. Matthew 25:34
 

The story is told that an old evangelist had a dream about heav-
en. In his dream he saw Jesus walking along the streets of gold 
accompanied by one of the Old Testament prophets. As they 
walked along, they were discussing events of Jesus’ life while 
he was on earth: the disciples he had chosen to teach; the many 
miracles his Father had helped him perform; the abuse he had 
suffered at the hands of the Pharisees; his crucifixion, death, 
and resurrection; his ascension into heaven, and the day of 
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended and, as a result, the 
Christian church was born when over 3,000 people were saved 
by accepting Jesus as Messiah and Savior.  

The prophet asked Jesus, “What plan did you leave to spread 
the good news that whoever repented of their sins and asked 
in the name of Jesus to be forgiven, would be forgiven and 
become members of God’s family?” Jesus replied: “I left that 
responsibility with my disciples and all others who became be-
lievers. I instructed them to stay in Jerusalem until they received 

the Holy Spirit, and then they were to be my witnesses, and I 
promised to be with them, even to the ends of the earth.”  The 
prophet responded, “What other plan do you have if this one 
fails?” Jesus said, “I have no other plan.”  

It almost seems, as one reads Matthew 24 and 25, that Jesus re-
members that he is placing the responsibility for spreading the 
good news – of his death and resurrection and eternal life to all 
who believe – in the hands of people who were not ready for it. 
They did not understand that he was going to die and become 
the ultimate sacrifice for our sins, the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world. So just two days before that final 
Passover, two days before he would stand before the Sanhedrin 
and hear those final screams: “Crucify him!” “Crucify him!” Jesus 
sat down with just his disciples for one last briefing on things to 
come (see Matt. 24:4–51).  

He told them: “Keep watch, because you do not know on what 
day your Lord will come (24:42). He then explained how: Watch 
like the five wise virgins who kept their lamps filled with oil and 
burning brightly (Matt. 25:1–13); watch like the two faithful ser-
vants who used their time, talents, and treasure to further the 
kingdom (vv.14–30); watch, living your life with compassion and 
love for others, following Jesus like a sheep follows its shepherd, 
so that when he does come “in his glory” you will find yourself on 
his right with the sheep, invited by the King who will say, “Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom, prepared for you since the creation of the world” (vv. 
31–46).
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REFLECTION:
Let us watch and wait for the promise! 
1. Is my lamp full of oil, burning brightly for the Lord so that 

others may become curious about the difference between 
me and the world? 

2. Am I using my time, talents, and treasure to further his 
kingdom while I wait? 

3. Am I ready for the judgment, obediently following my 
Shepherd? 

PRAYER: 
Father, help me to wait for your promise with patience and faith-
ful obedience.

THURSDAY, MARCH 9

GOD IS FAITHFUL IN 
THE WAITING 

Rachel Rathbun 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will 

make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5–6 
 

Waiting while watching others receive is difficult. No one likes to 
wait for what they desire or feel they have a right to have. When 
one is waiting to have children, while watching others receive 
that blessing, there is a unique kind of pain. I have experienced 
this kind of waiting. 

Growing up I was one of eight kids, and now I have thirty-nine 
nieces and nephews. You wouldn’t think I would have had to 
wait for the blessing of being called “Mom.” Yet, God in all of his 
infinite knowledge, love, and mercy allowed me to experience a 
season of waiting.  

  I’ll never forget the years of tracking hormone rhythms, then 
having to get hormone shots. We went through insemination 
and IVF procedures. This time in my life stretched and chal-
lenged my faith. Questions like: Did I do something wrong? Is 
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there sin in my life? Are the students I teach going to be my only 
“children”? What do I need to do to receive God’s blessing of a 
child? We had the elders of the church pray over us. I faithfully 
loved the children that I taught. I sought time with the Lord for 
understanding and peace. Still the pain of disappointment and 
longing hit my heart every time one of my sisters or friends had 
a child or Mother’s Day rolled around. 

God was faithful through those hard years to provide peace and 
hope. My life verse is Proverbs 3:5–6: “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” God 
taught me to lean into this Scripture and who his Word declares 
him to be. After seven years of refining my faith God blessed us 
with our first daughter through adoption, and then a son and 
twins with the help of IVF. Having four kids under the age of four 
was a roller coaster but worth all the years of waiting on God. 
The struggle was real, but God was faithful.  

 
REFLECTION: 
If you are in a season of waiting and longing, reflect on Proverbs 
3:5–6 and lean into who God is. Take time with him in his Word 
and he will faithfully meet you there. 
 
PRAYER: 
Father God, I ask that you would reveal yourself to me during 
this time of waiting. Help me to trust in you. Please give me your 
peace and hope. In Jesus’ name I ask. Amen. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 10

HOLDING ON 
Jim Vermilya 

 
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength 

of my heart and my portion forever. Psalm 73:26 
 

At two different times in my life, at age twenty-six and age fif-
ty-seven, I was hospitalized with illnesses that really stopped me 
in my tracks and caused me to fear. The first case was a tropical 
illness that I got while teaching in a Bible college in Jamaica. 
The second was emergency heart bypass surgery here in Indi-
anapolis, while serving as pastor to missionaries. In both cases 
God spoke to me through his Word, and it was brought to my 
attention by one of his servants.  

The verse in my younger years was read to me by a fellow pastor: 
“You are my servant; I have chosen you and have not cast you 
away” (Isa. 41:9 NKJV). In the second instance it was my dear 
wife, Jeanette, who excitedly shared at my bedside, “My flesh 
and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and 
my portion forever” (Ps. 73:26 NIV). What wonderful assurance!  

I did not experience instant healing in either case and there 
was a lot of waiting and wondering if I would be able to con-
tinue with the calling God had given me. While being sidelined 
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for five months from my work in Jamaica in my younger years, 
and struggling after heart surgery for two more years with ep-
isodes requiring additional stents here in Indy, I kept holding 
on to these special verses from God’s Word. God’s presence, 
his Word, and prayer, along with the prayers of many others, 
brought me through.  

I am so grateful. Now, in my retirement years, I continue to re-
call these verses when I face new challenges. As the old hymn 
goes, I am “standing on the promises that cannot fail, while the 
howling storms of doubt and fear assail.” Isn’t it incredible that 
we can be blessed right in the middle of extremely tough times 
in our lives?  

 
REFLECTION:
What tough time has God used in your life to reaffirm his love and 
faithfulness? Are you in that tough time right now and finding it 
difficult to see any way forward or hope on the horizon? Take a 
moment and remember his love, care, and plan for you. 

PRAYER:  
Father, thank you that when we encounter difficult struggles that 
require us to wait for extended periods, we are not alone, and 
we can wait in hope. You speak to us through your Word, and 
you give us songs in the night.   

SATURDAY, MARCH 11

THE MAN WHO DIDN’T 
GET WHAT HE WANTED 

Kristen Hall 
 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
empathize with our weaknesses. Hebrews 4:15 

 

The past couple of years have held their share of difficult times. 
There has been sickness and brokenness. I have cried out to the 
Lord wanting circumstances to change, but for the most part, it 
seems the answer is “wait.” So, in the waiting, how can my heart 
be steadfast? 

I had a conversation with a friend recently, and we shared the 
things the Lord was showing us in our struggles and waiting. 
I shared with her how I had just been in a situation where the 
Lord’s grace was so evident. 

I told her that because I don’t like the circumstances I am in right 
now. I’ve been focusing on how bad everything is: This isn’t fair; 
I’m sick of this; how can I avoid this? Because I don’t, my attitude 
can be: This isn’t fair; I’m sick of this; how can I avoid this? I feel 
ill-equipped and weak. But then one day when I was spending 
time with the Lord, I realized that Jesus didn’t always get what 
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he wanted. In the garden, Jesus prayed, “Father, not my will but 
yours be done.” It struck me in a new way, and I felt like Jesus 
understood me in my circumstances. 

I asked Jesus, as the Man Who Didn’t Get What He Wanted, 
to come and comfort me in this place of desperately wanting 
circumstances to change. He came and held my heart. This al-
lowed me to surrender to his will and his timing. This changed 
my heart and my prayers. It gave me hope that there are good 
things in the waiting. 

It also opened the door of my heart to see, receive, and live in 
his grace in the places where I am waiting. So yes, this is a sea-
son of waiting, but it is also a season of grace. I am learning to 
live in that tension while having hope and knowing at a heart 
level that he is working in the waiting. 

 
REFLECTION: 
As you reflect on the places where you are waiting, ask the Lord 
to comfort you in your disappointment and allow him to minister 
to your heart. Ask him what he has for you in the waiting. Finally, 
write down what he shows you or share it with a friend, so you 
remember it! 

PRAYER:
Jesus, thank you for understanding me in my circumstances. 
Comfort me in the broken places and minister to my heart. Show 
me what you have for me in this season of waiting. 
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Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him, so they sold him into 
slavery. Joseph was betrayed, falsely accused, wrongly im-
prisoned, and given plenty more reasons to become bitter. 

Instead, Joseph trusted that God was looking out for him the 
whole time, and what unfolds is a story of forgiveness and 

redemption that only God could write. 

READ: GENESIS 45

Family and
Forgiveness
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MONDAY, MARCH 13

FROM BITTERNESS TO 
FORGIVENESS 

Myah Crowder  
 

You, Lord, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to 
all who call to you. Psalm 86:5 

And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against 
anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may 

forgive you your sins. Mark 11:25 
 

I was in a rough spot mentally and physically while I waited for 
God’s promise. He was working for my good even if I could 
not see it. In those rough spots God has taught me empathy, 
patience, and understanding. I thank God often for all the gifts 
he has given me. What I struggled with most was depression, 
anxiety, and identity. I didn’t really know who I was. So, I tried 
to make who I was about have a bad attitude. This became my 
identity.  

I didn’t grow up in a good home. My dad was in jail until I was 
thirteen and my mom is an alcoholic. I was mentally, physically, 
and emotionally abused by the one person who was supposed 
to protect me. But growing up with all this pain has made me 
strong. I wouldn’t wish any of those wrongs on another soul, but 

I wouldn’t take them back because God has deeply worked in 
my heart through them.  

I’m extremely grateful for all the things God has provided for 
my family even though we didn’t deserve them. God has always 
been patient with my faith as I slowly let him change my heart. 
I haven’t always been forgiving and loving. I was bitter about 
my life and toward my mom. Holding all that hate in my heart 
was exhausting. Over lots of hard conversations, reflection, 
and prayer, God has given me the heart to forgive my mom. I 
love her and am so grateful that God is working to restore our 
relationship! 

 
REFLECTION: 
How has God softened your heart for people who have wronged 
you? 
 
PRAYER: 
Lord, I pray for all the beautiful people reading this. I pray that 
they know they are not defined by their sins or the way they 
grew up. God, I just invite you to soften their hearts and to work 
in ways only you can work. Remind them they are loved! God, 
you are so good! Amen.   
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TUESDAY, MARCH 14

WAITING: CONTROL 
OR TRUST? 
Tanya Thompson 

 
 “Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be 

removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken 
nor my covenant of peace be removed,” says the Lord, 

who has compassion on you. Isaiah 54:10
 

I have had more than one season of waiting in my life, but the 
most difficult and life changing was when my marriage was fall-
ing apart. I had tried everything I knew to do, including reading 
numerous marriage books, going to individual and marriage 
counseling for myself, praying, asking others to pray, and even 
participating in intensive marriage counseling over a weekend 
out of state, but still my husband left.  

I was prepared at that point to file for divorce but felt a very 
strong check in my spirit to wait. We did eventually divorce, but 
it was several years before I felt the release from the Holy Spirit 
to do so. During this long season of waiting, I often doubted 
myself, doubted God, and was very confused, hurt, and angry.  

In preparing to write this, I reviewed a few of my journals from 
that time. I found one entry that listed things I had learned. The 
very first was, “I am not in control, nor is it right for me to try to 
be. Taking control (when not part of genuine authority) is trying 
to be God, which is what got Satan kicked out of heaven!” I re-
member feeling devastated and horrified when I realized this. 
My need to control my circumstances and the people around 
me was so deeply ingrained as a protective strategy that it took 
something as big as divorce for me to recognize it. I had to learn 
to surrender my will and preferences and allow God to work in 
his way and time.  

I also learned to know God experientially in ways I would not 
have been able to without this experience. I know him as provid-
er, comforter, counselor, protector, my strong tower and shield, 
lover of my soul, my strength, my source of life and Prince of 
Peace. I know that I am loved by the Creator and King of Kings, 
and knowing this has allowed me to trust him and to relinquish 
fear-based control. I have learned through personal experience: 
“There is no fear in love. But perfect love casts out fear” (I John 
4:18).

 
REFLECTION:
What circumstances or people are you trying to control (maneu-
ver, manipulate, improve, change) that you need to release to 
God, trusting him to know what is best and to work his will in the 
situation? 
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PRAYER:  
Father, thank you that you love me beyond my understanding 
and have promised to never leave me. Forgive me for not trust-
ing you. Help me to surrender everything to you knowing that 
whatever happens, you are in control and know what is best for 
me and everyone involved. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15

PATIENCE – A WAY TO LEARN 
TRUST AND HUMILITY 

Bryce Peters 
 

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, 
having stood the test, that person will receive the crown 
of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 

James 1:12
 

Patience in the seeming quiet seems to be the theme of my life 
and many of the lives of those also in their mid to upper twen-
ties. The first year my wife and I got married, we were living in a 
crime-ridden area, we were struggling with money, and my job 
seemed to be in question due to the pandemic. We were ques-
tioning why the Lord would put us in a position of such difficulty. 
I was arrogantly crying out to the Lord, “I don’t deserve this. This 
wasn’t how I planned my first year of marriage to be!”  

After months of anger, fighting with God, there came a day when 
I couldn’t fight anymore. I was exhausted from putting my life 
and my wife’s life and well-being on my own shoulders and gave 
in to God’s protection and control. Two months later, we got a 
new house and both my wife and I got new jobs that we love.  
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This story is nothing new to most Christ followers. When we let 
go and trust God with our lives, good things eventually happen. 
What God was showing me is not just the idea of patience but 
humility in the patience. I believe the best way to practice humil-
ity is to wait for God—wait for an answer to a prayer or wait for 
him to make a path clear for your life. Learning to wait for God 
also involves letting go of our urge to take our life into our own 
hands and doing things our way. Instead, we lay it all at the feet 
of Jesus and give him control.. God not only moves, but our faith 
and trust in him strengthens when we can learn to have humility 
in the patience. 

 
REFLECTION:
What situation are you in that you need to humble yourself and 
give God control? When you see God’s promises fulfilled, how 
will you use that to further his kingdom? 
 
PRAYER:
Lord Jesus, thank you for your patience with us when we try to 
go our own way. Give us the humility to wait for you and your 
perfect timing. Amen. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 16

THE UNFOLDING OF 
THE PROMISE 

Joe Estes 
 

Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you 
the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4

 

Over the years, I’ve discovered that waiting for the promise 
involves not just time, but more of a process.  After we were 
married, Pat and I moved into an apartment in Olean, New York. 
We had thought that maybe in a year or so we’d start a family. 
Three months to the day we were married, I was on my way into 
the army. Yes, I was drafted. I chose to enlist for two years, and 
following medic training I was assigned to an army hospital in 
Fort Hood, Texas. Pat joined me later that year. 

After completing my time in the service, we moved back to 
Olean, I restarted my job as a case worker in the county social 
services department, and we hoped to start a family. While we 
waited, our local Wesleyan Church asked us to serve as youth 
leaders, and we gladly accepted the position. I had also been 
working part-time at the local radio station. (Yes, we were busy!) 
During this time, we found out we were not able to have chil - 
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dren. I assumed that the relationships we had with teens in the 
youth group was the fulfillment of our desire to be parents.  

One night our pastor had invited a missionary doctor who was 
in the area to come and share in our church. She agreed and 
showed slides and talked about the medical mission work in 
Sierra Leone, West Africa. As a prayer request, she spoke of 
the need for a couple to replace missionaries who were retir-
ing. They were in charge of a radio ministry there. After much 
thought, prayer, pastoral advice, and anguish over leaving the 
youth group, we departed for our first term in Sierra Leone. 

In our first few days of adjustment, we discovered they also 
needed youth sponsors, and we jumped right in. Life was full of 
learning another culture, language study, building a staff, trav-
eling, recording and completing radio programs for broadcast 
and for the cassette and film ministry. 

Unbeknown to us, on our sixteenth wedding anniversary, in a 
village far away, a baby girl was born to a mother who was dying. 
That little girl would be the fulfillment of our desire to be par-
ents. After we returned to the States, her brother was born, and 
we adopted him. Our family was complete! 

Waiting for the promise is not just sitting around in anticipation; 
it is pursuing God’s will, under his direction. He is the one who 
knows our hearts and our desires. He gives us assurances that he 
is listening and active on our behalf, because he loves us. Does 
the story end at the fulfillment of the promise? No, the story is a 

continuous revelation – challenging, molding, and shaping us as 
clay on the potter’s wheel. It’s getting us ready to fulfill the next 
facet of his promise for our lives. There is purpose in the waiting!

 
REFLECTION: 
What does God want you to keep doing, or start doing, while 
you wait on him? 

PRAYER: 
Father, you know the desires of my heart. Help me to trust them 
to you while you are taking me through the process to make my 
heart more like yours. 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 17

TRULY SEEING 
Robin Borders 

 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4, 6–7 
 

I know God is always working. Philippians 2:13 says, “For it is 
God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his 
good purposes.” I know this in my head, but my heart forgets.  

In 2021 our lives turned upside down. We found ourselves with 
custody of our grandchildren, one-year-old Layla and four-week-
old Nathaniel – with feedings every three hours and diapers; 
with chasing a toddler and caring for a screaming, colicky infant; 
and with morning marathons shuffling babies off to daycare. We 
were not in the market for this!  

I was angry. The time, energy, and financial burden was not what 
I wanted! Nor did I want what lay ahead. 

Daycare. I was immediately concerned for my job. Your kids get 
sick. Other kids get sick. Your kids get sick again, and you have 

to take a lot of time off work! I had to resign from the one job 
that I truly enjoyed. More sadness. I couldn’t commit to being in 
an office, so I returned to a job that allowed me to work remotely 
in order to care for grandkids whenever needed. I knew God 
was providing: “And my God will meet all your needs according 
to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 

Daycare equals expense. We were not prepared for this burden. 
I was seeing through eyes of sadness, anger, despair, and ex-
haustion, but as God so often does, unexpectedly, he opened 
my eyes to see in a new way. Dwelling on hardships from this 
season, suddenly I was truly seeing. God Almighty entrusted 
these children to us. We were given purpose! And opportunity 
to sacrifice for Christ! Hallelujah!!  

My heart changed. If Christ was asking me to sacrifice some 
time, some money, some sleep, and even some health for his 
purpose in caring for our grandchildren, I’m all in! How many 
people go through life wondering about their purpose? I think 
we have many purposes throughout our lives, but we often miss 
them because we’re not truly seeing. God allowed me to see 
this incredible one. We were blessed! I found myself singing 
the hymn “This Is the Day That the Lord Has Made” from Psalm 
118:24. Rejoice! 

 
REFLECTION: 
In what area of your life are you seeing the problem more than 
the promise? When has God “unexpectedly” shown up and re-
minded you to look to him rather than to your situation? 
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PRAYER: 
Thank you, Father, that nothing I face can come to me without 
your knowledge and ultimate plan and provision.

SATURDAY, MARCH 18

SURROUNDED IN 
THE STRUGGLE 

Philip Woodbury 
 

As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the 
Lord surrounds his people both now and 

forevermore. Psalm 125:2 
 

Two days before writing this, our granddaughter was taken to 
the hospital by ambulance with another episode of “status ep-
ilepticus” –a long seizure. This precious child has a rare form of 
intractable epilepsy that begins in infancy and progresses with 
increasing ill health – a syndrome without known cure. This di-
agnosis assaulted us as overwhelming chaos and with a deep 
sense of loss, grief, and fear. What now? What if? Why? O God, 
we need you now! 

We pray knowing God can rescue our granddaughter and family 
from this tragedy. But even if he does not in the way we imagine, 
we recall that God said he would never leave or forsake us; so 
we say with humility and confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I 
will not be afraid” (Heb. 13:5–6).   

Love for this little one compels us to fiercely advocate and sac-
rifice for her; to boldly pray and seek mercy and grace to help 
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in our time of need (Heb. 4:16); and to humbly groan when we 
often do not know what we ought to pray, and then wait on the 
intercessory groans of our Ezer/Helper, the Spirit himself, who 
intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will (Rom. 
8:26–27).  

Our granddaughter is not now wholly restored. Yet we praise 
God for the help he has given us, for the miracles we have seen. 
Today, we joyfully celebrated her third birthday. That does not 
always happen with these children. Health care interventions 
and costs have been considerable, but God has provided. Our 
children’s love and support for each other and for their daughter 
are amazingly strong. They have learned to do with confidence 
what they could not have imagined doing. They are making 
selfless decisions now and for the future. God has guided and 
provided. We stand surrounded in the faithfulness and bless-
ings of God. 

 
REFLECTION:
Do you have faith that believes God sees you and can deliver 
you from difficult circumstances? Do you have faith to carry you 
through the situations that he may not deliver you from as you 
would like? If not, remember that trials will test your faith, and 
stand firm. God is trustworthy. Let perseverance finish its work 
so that you may be mature and complete. (See James 1:4.) 
 
 

PRAYER:
Take a moment and personalize this prayer that I pray over my 
family and situation, inserting your own unique title or role and 
family members:  

Lord, protect my family. Thank you for the opportunity and call-
ing to foster love, joy, and fullness of life for our granddaughter 
and our children. May they see you, Jesus, guiding Papa and 
Grandma. 
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WEEK 5  |   SUNDAY, MARCH 19

The book of Exodus contains the account of God delivering 
the Israelites out of Egypt. Consistently, this book emphasizes 
the saving action of God on behalf of the people he loves. He 

speaks, he leads, he works miracles, and “with his mighty hand” 
he delivers his people – in the book of Exodus and today.

READ: EXODUS 13

God is 
in Control
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MONDAY, MARCH 20

TRUSTING GOD SO 
OTHERS SEE HIM 

Kayla Crowder 
 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
 

My life was once full of broken promises. I built up a wall that no 
one could tear down. I didn’t trust anyone. 

I started going to Trinity in Garfield Park at a young age. I was 
invited by some friends and eventually it became my safe place, 
my home, and the people there became my family. Every Thurs-
day I was excited to be at church, be with my church family, and 
help wherever I could. After a few years, God gave us a new 
pastor.  

She is a fighter. I say this because she fought for me for years 
and years to give my life to God. She didn’t force it or criticize 
me, but instead she loved me through it all and waited. About 
a year and a half ago, I gave my life to God. I knew I could no 
longer keep trying to write my own story. One of the biggest 
reasons I gave Christ my life was because I saw God’s promise 

for me unfolding through my pastor. She prayed for me, took 
care of me, and did what she could while she waited for God to 
do his work in me.  

It is because of her faith in God and in me, that I was able to see 
him so clearly. I learned to trust again because I could see and 
feel the love of God inside of her when I spoke with her. She was 
the first person I learned to trust before giving my life to God 
and trusting him. I began to be able to trust people and truly 
know what it meant to trust.  

I have seen God come through in so many ways – and he still is 
not finished! 

 
REFLECTION: 
Ask yourself, “Am I showing my faith for others to see?” 

PRAYER: 
Lord, I pray over anyone who is reading this that they see the 
work you are doing in their life. I pray that you use us all as your 
vessels to reach out to others and bring them to you. Let our 
story become their hope for you. Amen. 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 21

GOD DOES NOT PAUSE 
Ty Hill 

 
“Remember your word to your servant, for you have given 
me hope. My comfort in my suffering is this: Your promise 

preserves my life.” Psalm 119:49–50 
 

My two-year-old daughter’s name is Cornelia, or “Corrie.” She’s 
named after a woman that has been a hero of mine my whole 
life—Corrie Ten Boom. She wrote her story in the book The Hid-
ing Place, and it’s a mind-boggling story of how she and her 
Christ-loving family hid Jews from Nazi invaders in Europe 
during the chaos of World War II. After many successes and 
lives saved, she and much of her family were caught, arrested, 
and sent to concentration camps like the one located in Ravens-
brück. After radical obedience to God, she was sent to a place to 
wait in some of the most horrific conditions imaginable.  

But Corrie’s story didn’t pause while she waited on God in this 
prison camp. Her waiting was active, messy, obedient, and ob-
servant of what God was consistently doing through her and her 
family. She taught others about Jesus, gave hope in the epitome 
of “hopeless situations” to so many who were lost and broken, 
and changed lives by the grace of God. 

 When I think of my moments in my waiting, they’re terribly heavy 
memories. When a loved one went to prison. When I had to file 
for unemployment. When we had expenses that I thought were 
going to cripple my family.

In the waiting, we need to remember what we’re waiting for. 
We’re not just waiting for a solution to an issue. We’re not just 
waiting for this particular suffering to be over. We’re waiting 
alongside the God of the universe, watching how he is actively 
taking our story and our circumstances and forming them into 
a beautiful, powerful masterpiece that brings hope to those 
around us. 

Friend, you are not waiting alone. Waiting on your Creator is not 
passive, and he does not pause. God is right next to you, work-
ing out every kink and detail for your good and his will.

 
REFLECTION: 
Ask yourself: If all of God’s promises are in fact true, what does 
that change about my life and my waiting at this moment? What 
is God asking of me in the waiting? 

PRAYER:
God, help me to wait actively for you in trust and obedience. 
Help me know what you’re asking of me today while a wait for 
what’s coming tomorrow. 



68     WAITING ON THE PROMISE A Collective Lenten Devotional     69

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22

PRAYING FOR OTHERS 
MATTERS 

Danny Baker 
 

Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as 
wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith 

may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen 
your brothers. Luke 22:31–32 

 

Jesus makes this statement to Simon Peter right before he tells 
him that he will in fact deny Jesus three times. So, is there a 
promise here? 

I realize this is a specific statement made from Jesus to one man, 
but it has had tremendous meaning for me as well through the 
years. Jesus prays for Peter, who has been one of his closest dis-
ciples. If Jesus prayed for those closest to him, should we not do 
the same? 

I have a family member for whom I have been praying for many 
years. I remember a specific time I was reading this passage 
from Luke, and it seemed that I was to personalize this. As I 
prayed for my loved one, I could pray like Jesus with the expec-
tancy that she would turn back, and when she turned back, she 

could strengthen others. Regardless of whether this was in fact 
a particular promise or not, it gave and continues to give me the 
assurance that our praying for others really does matter. 

I had a very good friend who had wandered away from the faith 
a number of years ago. I had no verse to personalize for him, 
but I continued to pray for him faithfully for about twenty years. I 
remember well the phone call I received from him on a Sunday 
telling me how God had reached out to him, and he had repent-
ed. I also recall thinking, “You have turned back, and you are 
strengthening your brother!” 

It wasn’t only my prayers. There were many others praying for 
him. But my praying, his repenting, and finally his strengthening 
of me his brother, was certainly of God. It gave me and contin-
ues to give me the desire to pray for others, including my loved 
one for whom I have been praying many years.   

 
REFLECTION: 
How have you sensed the closeness of God as you prayed for 
your loved ones? Have you prayed in expectancy, believing God 
to be actively involved in your prayer? 

PRAYER: 
Father, your Son gave us many examples of how to live, includ-
ing his specific prayers for his loved ones. May my prayer life 
with your help reflect Jesus’ love and compassion toward others. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 23

BE STILL 
Barbara Nichter 

 
Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among 

the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. Psalm 46:10
 

Throughout my life, I’ve experienced a lot of waiting. Sometimes 
with excited anticipation, as when I was graduating from college 
and moving to a new city for a job.  Getting engaged and await-
ing my wedding day was another fun kind of waiting. And then 
there was the happy nine-month wait for each of my babies to 
be born.  

At other times, the waiting has been very difficult. Like the time 
when I was anxiously awaiting the outcome of a medical test 
that revealed a life-changing diagnosis. Or the different times I 
sat at the bedsides of each of my parents and parents-in-law as 
we waited for the moment God would take them to heaven. The 
many months of waiting for my son to come home from active 
duty in the army as he served in a volatile Afghanistan desert 
were especially grueling. Yes, waiting can be joyous and fun 
filled, but it can also bring great stress and fear of the unknown.  

I recently read some of the journals I have written over the years 
and reflected on my many times of waiting. The pages are full of 

expressions of gratitude and struggles, seeking God’s will, times 
of repenting, and discovering what Jesus was teaching me. 
They included many Scriptures God had placed on my heart, 
and countless prayers I was lifting on behalf of my family and 
friends. As I look back, all these varied waiting experiences truly 
have shaped and strengthened my faith, trust, and dependence 
upon Jesus. 

So why does God make us wait? His Word has the answer, and 
these verses continually bring me peace in my times of wait-
ing. Isaiah 55:9: “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” Ecclesiastes 3:1: “There is a time for everything, and 
a season for every activity under the heavens.” Psalm 27:14: 
“Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the 
Lord.” Isaiah 40:31: “Those who hope in the Lord will renew 
their strength.” Psalm 130:5: “I wait for the Lord, my whole being 
waits, and in his word I put my hope.” And again, Psalm 46:10: 
“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the 
nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 
REFLECTION 
Describe a time that God showed himself evident in your wait-
ing. What Scripture verses do you embrace to help you wait on 
his timing? Consider memorizing your favorite. 
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PRAYER:
Father God, please continue to teach me how to wait well, know-
ing that your plan and purpose is bigger and better than I could 
ever understand. FRIDAY, MARCH 24

THE ACTUAL BATTLE 
Brigette Nelson 

 
I call to you, Lord, come quickly to me; hear me when I 

call to you. May my prayer be set before you like incense; 
may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening 

sacrifice. . . My eyes are fixed on you, Sovereign Lord; 
in you I take refuge. Psalm 141:1–2, 8

 

During my last semester of college, I fell into a deep grief that 
caused me to lose fifteen pounds in two months. It was awful. 
I’ve always had a strong sense of God’s voice, but this period 
was the first time that I felt far from God. There wasn’t anything I 
could do; I had to wait on the Lord to move. 

The first few months were insufferable. I didn’t want to wait. I 
wanted my suffering to end. I became angry at myself and God. 
I battled with myself to be able to stay in a place of prayer for 
more than ten minutes. I thought it was on me to will myself out 
of my suffering and pain.  

Months later as I began to feel God’s presence again, I felt the 
Spirit challenging me to persevere and stay seated in my prayer. 
I knew that I couldn’t fix my grief, so I waited, finally allowing the 
Holy Spirit to do the heavy lifting. 
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As I’ve reflected on this period of my life, I’ve realized that prayer 
was the actual battle because prayer itself doesn’t equip any of 
us for greater work. Prayer is the greater work. I can look back 
and see how prayer gradually transformed and affected me over 
time. I now see that when we labor in prayer, God honors our 
prayers and probes our hearts to press into him more. The times 
where we feel like we’ve hit a wall and can’t hear from the Lord 
may actually be a time that he’s calling us to persevere in our 
prayers. Our perseverance in faith produces a fidelity toward 
God that trusts him with every desire and need that we have. 
When we push through and hold fast to Christ in the down mo-
ments of life, we actually testify to ourselves about our own faith 
and future hope.  

 
REFLECTION:
What are the hard moments in your life? How does knowing 
that prayer is the greater work help you in persevering through 
them? 
 
PRAYER: 
Lord, show me how to persevere in prayer and trust that you’re 
present and near to me. Help me to fix my eyes on you. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 25

HOPE IS A DECISION 
Karen Baker 

 
We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our 

shield. In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy 
name. May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as 

we put our hope in you. Psalm 33:20–22 
 

I have often asked myself what it means to wait on the Lord. 
What does it look like to put my hope in him as the psalmist 
refers to? When we are in the middle of a crisis, it can feel heavy 
and overwhelming. We might find ourselves fretting, spending 
sleepless nights wondering how we will go on if God doesn’t 
intervene.  

For me, to hope in the Lord is to make a conscious decision to 
trust in his character.  That takes practice and a faithful atten-
dance to his Word.  I don’t always do that well. But I have seen 
God work through seemingly impossible situations to bring 
about something beautiful and have always been surprised at 
how he has chosen to accomplish what only he can do. Each 
time I am reminded that I am glad I am not in control of the 
situation.  
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This practice requires me to loosen my grip on what I want and 
allow God to be God and work beyond what my human eyes can 
see. The longer I serve him, the more I know he is trustworthy, 
he loves and cares for me, and he is working in my darkest 
moments.  He wants me to trust him and to fully believe in his 
unfailing love.   

We can rejoice, not always in our circumstances, but in our God 
who gives us hope. He is worthy of our faithfulness. Living in 
Christ is reason to rejoice! 

 
REFLECTION: 
How are you spending your time while you wait on God to work 
in your situation?  Are you willing to replace your agenda with 
his wisdom and sovereignty?  What will you do each day to prac-
tice trusting him? 
 
PRAYER:   
Lord, thank you for loving us well.  Give us eyes to see beyond 
our circumstances.  Amid our busy lives, may we make it a priority 
to wait in hope for you as you work in us and in those around us.  
Help us to be present with each other so that we can encourage 
those we encounter to place their hope in you as well.  Amen     
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WEEK 6  |   SUNDAY, MARCH 26

Surrounded. The Israelites were pinned between an army and 
a vast sea. They were terrified. This was their moment of no 

return. It is in this very moment that Moses, their leader, says 
these famous words: “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you 
will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today… The 

Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

READ: EXODUS 14

When All
is Los t
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MONDAY, MARCH 27

ALL MY LIFE YOU HAVE 
BEEN FAITHFUL 

Darla Gowan 
 

I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, 

I know that full well. Psalm 139:14
 

When my mother was pregnant with me, she became sick during 
her fourth month. Due to side effects of the medications she 
needed, I was born without an ear. So, I have always been “hard 
of hearing” and have to say that at times this has really been a 
struggle for me. I don’t hear music in stereo; I see the frustration 
on others’ faces when I ask them to repeat themselves; I miss 
key lines in movies or at plays; I sometimes struggle hearing pa-
tients. I have often felt sorry for myself and even angry that this 
would happen to me. For years I have prayed that God would 
restore my hearing. He never has.  

A while back, my husband Darrin and I began to exercise more 
and he would always wear earbuds. I can’t use earbuds because 
then I have no perception of what is going on around me. It 
could be dangerous. He bought me a pair of headphones that 
move the sounds through bone conduction. They go in front of 

your ears so I could still hear things around me. I put them on 
the first time, not expecting much and feeling sorry for myself. 
I turned on the music app and the words started . . . “All my life 
you have been faithful. All my life you have been so, so, good. 
With every breath that I am able, I’m gonna sing of the goodness 
of God.” The vibrations of the music went from my jaw bone into 
my inner ear and I heard in stereo for the first time! I stopped in 
the middle of the sidewalk and just lifted my hands and wept. It 
was beautiful. The music and words surrounded me. I felt God’s 
presence and his promise. Not for healing but for this gracious 
gift of “hearing” that gave strength for the day. 

 
REFLECTION: 
What are you dealing with that may not mean healing but will 
give strength for the journey? Trust God to lead, and see the 
beauty in his actions.  

PRAYER:
Lord, thank you that I am fearfully and wonderfully made. You 
made me perfect in your sight. May I choose to be thankful for 
your work in my life and may I choose to live my life as a testimo-
ny to your faithfulness.  
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TUESDAY, MARCH 28

SEED FAITH 
Will Bales 

 
Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard 
seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move from here 
to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible 

for you. Matthew 17:20 
 

In 2019 ministry was going well! We had around 150 students 
involved with Cru Fishers/Hamilton Southeastern. In 2020 due 
to the pandemic, we had twelve. Instead of trying to push our 
way into the school to reach more students, we sensed God 
was calling us to trust in him and to trust that he was the one in 
control.  

We began to see 2020 as the year of us planting a seed. It was 
a time for investing deeply and watering a seed that probably 
wouldn’t grow above ground that year, but we trusted that God 
was at work and that he would use that time to glorify himself. I 
truly believe that God was working in our ministry even through 
the pandemic in ways we couldn’t see. Our current ministry 
owes so much to those twelve students who sought Jesus deep-
ly throughout our time together in 2020.  

God created you for a moment like this. Sometimes it’s hard to 

believe that is really true. No matter what others say or what the 
world tells you, do you have the faith to know that God can use 
you to do amazing things? Sometimes we forget that the same 
power that raised Jesus from the grave is living in us today; we 
don’t have enough faith! 

Yet, we are to live by faith in what God calls us to do, even with 
only a little faith. The faith of those twelve students helped Cru 
maintain a ministry and left a legacy of fruitful ministry in Fishers 
and HSE high schools that is still growing today. We can see the 
blooms and fruit of what these twelve planted.  

 
REFLECTION: 
Maybe what God planted in you isn’t sprouting just yet, but God 
will use that seed to grow in his time. What seed is he planting 
in you? 

PRAYER: 
God, I want to have faith and trust in you. Help me remember 
that you are growing things in me even when I don’t see any 
growth. Give me faith the size of a mustard seed. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29

LEARNING TO WAIT WELL 
Justin Lechlitner 

 
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up 

for us all—how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things? Romans 8:32 

 

We spend so much of life waiting, in so many different contexts. 
We are constantly faced with the decision of what to wait for 
and how to wait well. In my own life, I can think of a variety of 
instances where I was waiting for something and did not wait 
well. But God in his faithfulness encouraged me and helped me 
see more of who he is while I waited.  

One of the most intense examples of this in my life was when I 
was waiting for a spouse, longing for marriage. Though this time 
of waiting was not all bad, my heart wrestled frequently with 
jealousy, which I have come to learn is one of the many pitfalls 
of not waiting well. Both of my younger brothers had each been 
married for years, and when I dwelt on that thought or spent 
time with them, it was easy for jealousy to creep in.  

God strongly convicted and encouraged me with the story of 
the jealous older brother of the prodigal in Luke 15 and through 
the words of Paul in Romans 8, which showed me the folly of 

doubting God’s intentions. How could I look at the Son of God 
on the cross, broken and bloody for my salvation, and simul-
taneously doubt that God really wanted the best for me? How 
could I doubt the lengths he was willing to go to bring me into 
abundant life with him? (See John 10:10.) 

I’d like to say that after the Spirit helped me come to this real-
ization, jealousy was no longer an issue, but it is still a battle I 
fall into it at times. However, in the struggle to wait well while 
longing for a spouse, God was faithful to show me more of who 
he is and that I can depend on his love. God has since blessed 
me with an amazing, creative, and beautiful wife who loves him 
deeply, and for whom I am incredibly thankful! Waiting will al-
ways be a part of life, so I will continue to wait well by depending 
on God and the love and hope he gives. 

 
REFLECTION: 
What temptation – jealousy, or something else – has kept you 
from waiting well? How can you fight this temptation with the 
gospel? 
 
PRAYER:
Dear heavenly Father, thank you for your love poured out for me 
in Jesus and for forgiveness when I let jealousy keep me from 
waiting well. Help me to live as a person not of jealousy, but of 
hope and love, fixing my eyes on you. Amen. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 30

WHAT A DAY OF REJOICING 
THAT WILL BE! 

Todd Borders 
 

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, 
would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to be with me that you also 

may be where I am. John 14:2–3 
 

Roger Fisher was my uncle. He passed away a few days before I 
am writing this. He was a wonderful man and a faithful servant of 
Christ. Since he passed, I find myself wondering how Christians 
react when they enter into heaven and meet Jesus. I think the 
answer was revealed in a difficult situation my wife and I recently 
experienced. 

Our grandchildren were removed from their home and placed 
in our custody. Layla was one year old, and Nathaniel was only 
three weeks old. At that point I was retired and enjoying the re-
laxed lifestyle that I felt I had earned. Then, literally overnight, we 
were dealing with having not one but two babies in the house. 

While going through this process, an incredibly strong bond 
formed between us grandparents and our grandchildren that 

will last forever! What initially felt like a burden was soon re-
vealed to be a wonderful blessing. The babies were eventually 
returned to their parents. Layla is now two-and-a-half years old 
and Nathaniel is eighteen months old. When they come for a 
visit, Nathaniel busts through the front door! He gets so excited 
to see us that he throws his arms in the air and squeals at the top 
of his lungs as he runs into our arms! Layla, on the other hand, 
gets so emotional that as she runs to us, she cries her little eyes 
out because she can’t contain her joy! We snatch our precious 
grandbabies up and hug them tight as we laugh and cry with 
them! 

When he met Jesus, I’m sure Uncle Roger had a similar experi-
ence as he ran to his Savior’s open arms. I’m equally confident 
that Jesus snatched Roger up and hugged him tight as they 
laughed and cried together. 

 
REFLECTION:
Think of a situation when you knew God was faithful. Remember 
how he loves you – more than you can fathom – and knows ex-
actly what he is doing at all times in every situation. 

PRAYER:
Father, we are thankful that your house has many rooms and that 
Jesus went to prepare a place for us so that one day he will take 
us to be with him! What a day of rejoicing that will be! Amen! 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 31

2,150°F 
Alyssa Rathbun 

 
But he knows the way that I take; when he has 
tested me, I will come forth as gold. Job 23:10 

 

If five years of grieving has taught me anything, it is that grief de-
mands patience, and that I don’t know how to wait well. Patience 
becomes the grieving person’s lifelong companion. We need 
patience within our relationships, patience for healing, and may-
be the hardest area (for me): patience for understanding.  

Waiting on the Lord in grief has probably been the hardest fight 
of my life. I am asked to wait to see where he is, what he is do-
ing, and what he is saying. And the catch is that I can ask, and I 
can wait, but the full picture is not promised. I have experienced 
intense loneliness in grief over the last five years, learning how 
it feels to be left behind in this world and to miss someone so 
fiercely you physically ache. 

One night after crying out to the Lord in sorrow and anger and 
wondering, he whispered the words of Job 23:10 to me: “But 
he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come 
forth as gold.” 

This verse tells me four things that were true about Job and 
are true about me. First, the Lord has not forgotten me here: 
he knows the way that I take. Second, God is doing something 
and this will not be wasted: when he has tested me. Third, there 
will be an end to this trial: I will come forth. And finally, the Lord 
values me, and he will bring something good out of this valley: I 
will come forth as gold. 

I looked into the refining process for gold and found that in or-
der to strip away all impurities, gold is placed in a fire heated 
to 2,150 degrees Fahrenheit. This process not only purifies the 
gold, but it also makes it malleable in the hands of the refiner. 
This process is delicate, and requires patience. (I can’t imagine 
that level of heat is comfortable.) 

Job 23:10 reminds me that God sees me in the fire. (Daniel 3 
tells me he’s with me in the fire, too.) This refining process he is 
putting me through entails some of the hardest things I will ever 
walk through, but it is worth waiting for. He is worth waiting for. 

 
REFLECTION: 
Carve out time today, and as often as you need, to sit with the 
Lord in solitude and offer him all that is weighing on you in your 
trial.  

PRAYER: 
Lord, help me rest in knowing that even in the midst of this trial 
you still see me and you are still working. Help me to be patient 
in the refining. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 1

SURVIVING YOUR 
WORST DAYS

Karen Hall
 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to 

his purpose. Romans 8:28
 

“So far you have survived 100 percent of your worst days!” Re-
cently, my friend sent me this message. You know those days 
– when you think to yourself, “How am I gonna get through this?” 
We have all had them. You are probably thinking of one of your 
worst days while reading this. It usually presents itself in the form 
of unexpected news or situations. One of my worst days was 
when the doctor, after double-checking the ultrasound said, “I 
am sorry, we can’t find a heartbeat.” In a moment our plans to 
greet our beautiful baby were shattered.

How are we able to survive our worst days? I remember that God 
giving his only Son to be sacrificed for our sin was not an unex-
pected situation. It was the intentional and ultimate example of 
love, and proof that God is exceedingly good to plan a way of 
redemption for all of mankind.

I also turn to God’s Word on my worst days. I definitely can’t rely 
on myself! I have to remember where my help comes from!

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes 
for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts 
knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
God’s people in accordance with the will of God. And we know 
that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:26–28).

Songs help me remember that I need him on all days, not just 
the bad ones. Here is one that helps restore my perspective on 
my worst days:

May your struggles keep you near the cross 
And may your troubles show that you need God  
And may your battles end the way they should  

And may your bad days prove that God is good  
And may your whole life prove that God is good.

(“God Is Good” by Jonathan McReynolds)
 
REFLECTION:
Remember how God has helped you on your worst days.

PRAYER:
Dear God, I know that you are always with me, even on my worst 
days. Help me remember that because of your death on the 
cross, you understand my suffering. I choose to trust you, even 
in the hard times, because you are good.
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WEEK 7  |   SUNDAY, APRIL 2

God spoke to Moses and gave him ten commandments to 
guide God’s people. These commandments were given to 

provide boundaries to form a virtuous society. Like guardrails 
on a road, God’s ways are the path of human flourishing.

READ: EXODUS 19–20

T he Way
of Jesus
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MONDAY, APRIL 3

VOICE RECOGNITION  
Stephen Hall 

 
His sheep . . . know his voice . . . They do not 

recognize a stranger’s voice. John 10:4–5 
 

Waiting can be so hard. As followers of Christ, we long for heav-
en and the restoration of all things. How can we live with vitality 
in a broken world while we wait for the better one?  I’ve found 
this to be helpful: learn to tune in to the voice of Jesus and tune 
out the voice of the enemy.  

In my younger years, I had a duty-based relationship with God.  I 
tried hard to behave, to do what’s right and to work hard for him.  
Some of that was good, but it fell short of the joyful father-child 
relationship that God offers.  At a men’s retreat in Colorado, I 
was taught about listening to the voice of God, and I began to 
ask for direct personal communications from him. I began to ex-
perience his voice mostly as an inner sense or impression. The 
foundation of my walk with him began to shift from duty to love. 

As you grow in listening, this may help to understand when God 
is the one speaking. I’ve found the voice of the enemy to be 
loud, accusing, shaming, cynical, and a confusing mixture of lies 

and truth. I’ve found the voice of Jesus to be quiet, reassuring, 
forgiving, hopeful, and a satisfying fullness of grace and truth.  

Just yesterday, I was with a group and I sensed him saying, 
“Hold your tongue.” He wanted me to give others time to speak.  
Even in his warning, he was kind. Often, I simply hear, “Trust me, 
Steve,” such as when I was fired from my job in 2007 and again 
in 2019. (Yes, I’m reemployed!) Another way he speaks to me 
is to bring to mind his words from the Bible when I need them. 

So as we wait, may we improve our listening skills.  

 
REFLECTION: 
Get a journal or notebook to record Bible verses you feel God 
is highlighting to you and anything you feel the Holy Spirit is 
saying to you each day.  As you do this, expecting him to speak 
to you, your voice-recognition skills will grow! 

PRAYER:
Father, help me to grow in listening to your voice and in reject-
ing the voice of the enemy. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 4

REALLY? PRAY FOR 
YOUR ENEMIES? 

JoAnne Lyon 
 

Father, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing. Luke 23:34 

 

There are many things to ponder during the Lenten season.  But 
perhaps the most powerful and convicting words I find Jesus 
saying amid his intense physical and emotional suffering are, 
“Father, forgive them, for the do not know what they are doing” 
(Luke 23:34).  

It is always difficult to name someone an enemy because that 
sounds so final.   However, in many situations of conflict and con-
fusion people can fit that category.   I well remember a constant 
conflict I had with a principal of a school where I taught.  Every 
day we had conflict. I would go home and think how I could win 
the argument the next day, and on and on it went.   I soon real-
ized he was taking up a lot of my thinking time.  In fact, basically 
he was controlling me.   

One day the Lord impressed on my mind, his words of “praying 
for my enemy.”    Now, I had not labeled him my enemy – we 

just didn’t like each other.  But the Holy Spirit would not let me 
go.  So finally, I decided I would pray for his wife.  I was sure she 
needed much prayer to live with him.  The more I prayed for 
her, the easier it was to pray for him.  Soon God began to give 
me insight into his life.  Winning arguments with him became 
less and less important.   I began to see his struggles.   No, we 
did not become best friends.  But I learned to work with him in 
understanding.   

During this Lenten season find new freedom as you pray for 
your “enemies.”   I realize there are very deep hurts of abuse, 
abandonment, disappointment, and the list continues. Praying 
for your enemy does not excuse the acts of the other person and 
justice must be done.   But praying for your enemy sets you free.   

 
REFLECTION:
Start praying for an “enemy” today – simply lift his or her name 
to the Lord with no particular request, just lift their name to God. 

PRAYER: 
Father, help me see others – especially those whom I find difficult 
– with your eyes. Help me forgive and live as one who is forgiven. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5

RESURRECTION AND 
THE CHURCH 

Daniel Hall 
 

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches. The one who is victorious will not be hurt 

at all by the second death. Revelation 2:11
 

In the heart of Rome, Italy, stands one of the greatest monu-
ments to the Christian faith, and it is an amazing analogy of the 
resurrection.   St. Peter’s Basilica is a church that has endured 
since around 320 AD when Emperor Constantine built one of 
the first Christian churches over the cemetery where the body of 
Peter was laid to rest.  About 1100 years later, this ancient church 
building had fallen into disrepair, so the walls were knocked 
down and a new church was begun with the designs drawn by 
Michelangelo in the 1500s.  The new basilica was built fifteen 
feet above the floor of Constantine’s church and thirty feet 
above the ancient Roman grave where Peter was buried.  When 
completed, the most dominant design element of the second 
St. Peter’s Basilica is still visible from the moment you enter the 
main doors of the sanctuary.   

At the far end of the sanctuary, over the sculpted bronze chair 
of St. Peter (which seems to float thirty feet high in the air) is 
a stained-glass window.   The window is actually carved out of 
alabaster marble as thin as glass.  On this one-of-a-kind window 
is a pure white dove symbolizing the Holy Spirit of God, the light 
of the world coming through the window into the church.   

When I think about Easter, I remember that the death of Christ 
is the door into the fulfillment of the purpose of Christ, and into 
the promise and power of Christ.  The death of Christ led to the 
birth of the church, which was empowered by the Holy Spirit to 
carry on his work.  The transformation of St. Peter’s Basilica is an 
analogy of the journey from Golgotha (a place of death) to the 
resurrection (a new beginning) and ultimately to Pentecost (the 
power of God given through the Holy Spirit). 

 
REFLECTION: 
In what ways could Trinity Church be an analogy of the 
resurrection? 

PRAYER: 
Father, your design for death is always to resurrect. Help us live 
with the purpose of Christ, die under the promises of Christ, and 
gain the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 6

FULFILLING THE PROMISE 
Martha Blackburn 

 
And my God will meet all your needs according to the 

riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19 
 

From early childhood my parents taught us that God promised 
to supply our needs. They shared stories of God’s faithfulness 
to meet our needs, and we learned to pray and anticipate how 
God would work out his plan o meet those needs.   

Most of my life I have dreamed of ways to meet needs, and, as an 
adult, loved to develop new ministries or enhance and revamp 
existing ministries. I love the planning stages and to see the plan 
come together. In one of the churches my husband pastored I 
realized that the women in our church were not connected to 
each other for them to develop spiritual growth, emotional sup-
port, and healthy friendships. I often suggested to the Lord that 
he needed to call someone to develop such a ministry. I prayed 
for years and finally acknowledged since the Lord had laid this 
on my heart, perhaps I was the one to get such a ministry started.   

I prayed earnestly about who I should approach to invite to help 
form the ministry. After much prayer eleven women agreed 
to be a part of the ministry. We thought we were planning 

a ministry just for our church women, but as word spread the 
ministry developed with multiple denominations and over four-
teen churches had women participating in the ministry. God 
developed leaders; we discovered talents and gifts of so many; 
prayer became important as burdens were shared and answers 
were celebrated. It was the fulfillment of God’s idea planted in 
my heart.  When I moved away, the ministry did just fine without 
me because it was God’s plan not mine. His plans far exceeded 
anything I could dream. 

There have been multiple other occasions that God has fulfilled 
his promise to supply my needs, even when I did not know ex-
actly what that would look like. God has been faithful in the small 
and the big needs of my life. 

 
REFLECTION:  
What need(s) might God want to use you to supply? What step 
might he be asking you to take today? 
 
PRAYER: 
Dear Lord, please help us to trust you with our needs and wait 
with patient anticipation on you. 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 7

THE GRACE OF COMMUNITY  
Olivia Peters 

 
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; 

he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged. Deuteronomy 31:8 

 

Grief itself is a strange and unexplainable emotion. On some 
days it seems easy to push it to the side and go on about our 
day, and others it seems the emotion holds such a deep weight 
on your chest that moving on from it seems unattainable. 

I had bouts of hardship, anxiety, and depression throughout my 
life, but nothing to the extent of the shock and grief I felt on May 
9 when I got the news that my dear friend had taken her life that 
morning. I had coffee with her earlier that month and saw her 
around the campus center that week. I had no concept of how 
to grasp this devastating news. 

For me, grief first came with shedding an unfathomable amount 
tears, and then through the realization that I needed to figure 
out how to say goodbye to my friend and sister in Christ, and 
also finish my last semester in college. 

But God did not leave me in this time of hardship, though I felt 
alone and utterly helpless at times. His promise in Deuteronomy 
31:8 is to “never leave you nor forsake you.” He opened my eyes 
to see the community of believers around me who gathered at a 
friend’s house later that evening to cry together and remember 
our friend. He surrounded me with family that helped me pack 
up my college room and move home a short time later when I 
was frozen in sorrow. He provided time and mentorship through 
a friend that summer while trying to lead at summer camp. 

Through his people, I was able to see Christ and his kind mercies 
and promises clearer than I had before. I was able to see Christ’s 
love through His people and his grace to us as we grieved to-
gether. My grief didn’t subside instantly, but through time and 
the grace of God, I was able to see his glorious light amidst the 
darkness. 

 
REFLECTION:
How have you seen Christ reveal himself to you through grief? 
Through his people? 
 
PRAYER: 
Thank you, Lord, for choosing to walk with us. As we go through 
periods of grief and hardship, thank you that you never leave us. 
I praise you for your unfailing love. Help me to continue to seek 
and find rest in you. Amen. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 8

YOU ARE HIS 
Jenny Rouse 

 
Through him we received grace and apostleship to call 

all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for 
his name’s sake. And you also are among those Gentiles 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. Romans 1:5–6 

 

In this letter the apostle Paul, one specially commissioned by 
Christ, is telling the Roman church that they are called to belong 
to Christ.  The Roman church had a large gentile (those who are 
not Jewish) population.  I often find myself relating to the gen-
tiles in the Bible.  Now, I truly am a gentile, as I am not of Jewish 
descent, but I relate to the fact that the gentiles were not raised 
experiencing Jewish traditions and hearing Jewish stories.  As 
someone not raised in a home where we attended church or 
talked about Jesus, I did not experience Christian traditions and 
learn Christian stories during my formative years, and yet, I am 
called to belong to Jesus Christ, to the obedience that comes 
from faith. 

I am so grateful for this calling.  It came in so many ways.  The 
preschool I attended in a church where I learned Old Testament 
stories and New Testament promises through song.  The VBS 
I attended with an elementary school classmate where I made 

a paper kite that said, “I love God.”..  The Christian choir I was 
invited to join by a middle school teacher.  The aunt that sent 
me a card for every single holiday with a loving word and Scrip-
ture.  The friends in high school that lived by a moral compass 
set by their faith, adhering to values that I admired.  The finger 
of God resting upon my head, proclaiming, “This one … she 
belongs to me,” drawing me in gently and lovingly.  Protecting 
me and saving me.  Giving me hope and joy that were in direct 
conflict with my circumstances.  “She is mine,” he said.  He called 
me, from among the gentiles … to the obedience that comes 
from faith. 

To believe is to obey God.  Faith itself is obedience, but faith also 
produces obedience.  To align our will with his, to hear his Word 
and act on it.  We are called to this obedience. 

Someone very dear to me said on the day of her baptism, “I’ve 
been running away from God for a long time, and he never 
stopped pursuing me.  Today I accept his call.”  She spoke those 
words at the age of seventy-one.  Since accepting Christ as her 
Savior, she has felt peace.  The peace that comes with handing 
over your life to God – relinquishing the attempt at control.  The 
peace of knowing the One who is in control rules with love.  The 
peace that comes with complete acceptance, for she was, and I 
am, called to be his. 

REFLECTION:
He loves you, he pursues you, he calls you to return to him, be-
cause you are his. Will you answer his call?
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PRAYER:
Father, help me to know that I belong to you. Remind me that 
I have been justified through faith, that I have peace with God 
through my Lord Jesus Christ, that I have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which I now stand (Rom. 5:1). Father, show me 
again that I am yours.

For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to 
be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager 
longing for  the revealing of the sons of God.  For 
the creation  was subjected to futility, not willingly, 
but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of 

the children of God.

ROMANS 8:18-21
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