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PRAY 

Merry Christmas… welcome 

Intro AJ/Michaela 

 

Share your fav Christmas experience or tradition from yesterday with another family or friend 
sitting next to you 

Let’s read from the word this morning: 

Matthew 2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 

him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 

had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 

what the prophet has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 

had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 

child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when 

it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 

they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child 

with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened 

their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202%2CLuke%202%3A1-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23171a
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having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country 

by another route. 

 
 
What does Christ coming mean for you?  
What does Jesus’ birth mean for you?  
 
 
Context of Wise men: listening, doing what they were supposed to do, outsiders, didn’t know 
Christ   
 
800 miles, 40 day JOURNEY. Potentially from Babylon 
 
 
What do you do with this God ordained moment? This God-breathed moment 
 
 
Jesus changes everything. 
 
It’s Jesus.  
 
 Even in their own profession, job and status they saw the light in the sky showing the way to 
the light of the world. 
 
They didn’t have to change their entire lives up, but they did have to be willing to change 
anything  
 
(HEROD v. WISE MEN same on the outside in the sense that they didn’t know Jesus, they were 
outsiders not true Jewish people, and seemingly God shouldn’t have included them in the birth 
of his son) 
 
But in their hearts there couldn’t have been more stark of a difference:  
 
HEROD: not willing to actually give up what he wants for the sake of this Jesus, selfish motives 
of wanting to gain power, and stay comfortable and in control. He wouldn’t even leave his own 
palace to seek Jesus.  
 
WISE MEN: humble and willing to throw off their lives for months, consistent pursuit of finding 
this baby even when it was difficult, honoring of Jesus to the fullest extent they could with gifts, 
time, and holistic worship 
 
 



The truth is we are all on a journey. And though we don’t have a literal start lighting the way in 
the night sky for us we do have the light of the world. Every person in this world has to choose 
what to do with Jesus…. Whether we follow him with full faith or we ignore God and conviction 
each of us has to decide what do with the person of Jesus in our journey of life.  
 
 
God cares less about your mistakes and more about your motive.  
 
This is too simplistic, but in the context of a journey there are probably 3 places we could 
identify with:  
 
If your love has grown cold, you don’t feel it anymore…. 
 
If you are the steady and consistent person of faith in your family….  
 
If you feel close and on fire in your faith…  
 
 
Our faith is not merely an idea we agree with, but a way that we live and act! 
 
The relationship of the Trinity is love, and the way we show that love is through fervent 
worship. Going all in for God in every area of our lives just like the wise men!  
 
 
 
And even if you feel like your love and faith have grown cold in this season, Jesus longs to 
restore and refresh your soul. Be honest with him, go before him with what you really want. 
 
 
PRAYER—relationship with God 
 
Trust gets easiser 
 
We are not lost as Christians. Maybe you aren’t where you want to be at the end of 2021… 
maybe there have been more disappointments, failures, and heartache than you’d want to 
admit this year.  
 
The light of Jesus still shows us the way. The same God that used a star to lead the wise men to 
Jesus, gives us his light to follow today. The wise men were foreigners and far from God… he 
still included them in the greatest story ever told. We are not lost! We can bring all we are to 
Jesus!  
 
Pray over each place people are in the journey: 1. Distant and broken, 2. Steady and faithful but 
going through the motions, 3. Vibrant, close  and full of God’s joy/peace 



 
 
Genuine hearts that want to follow Jesus experience his full life 
 
No way to fullness without selfless love, genuinely seeking him!  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


