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Intro: AJ Wilk, grateful to be part of this team and this community. 
 
Last Sunday of 2020. What if God’s plan for my life looks different than I want? 
Theme: What if God’s faithfulness carried us in even deeper ways this year? Inspire people to 
be faithful!! 
 
 
Pray: WE NEED GOD. The whole time I was preparing this sermon I felt inadequate to speak 
words that would be good enough to close such a difficult year for so many.  
 
Illustration 
 
Context of Luke 2: It’s Rome’s world and we’re all living in it 
 
 
Mike talked about this last week, but it was the Roman world and everyone was living in it. And 
this was not a fun world. Rome was so successful partly because they didn’t impose their 
traditions, and worldview on everyone. As long as you obeyed and didn’t mess with Roman 
culture or regulations, your own faith could still be lived out and practiced. This was different 
than Babylon, Persia or other great empires in history. What this ‘you better keep our rules and 
culture, but go ahead and still practice your faith’ did was create a complacency or taking for 
granted God’s ability to move (Pharisees), OR it caused people to take action into their own 
hands (Zealots). 
 
The people that choose the middle road between complacently changing their faith, or growing 
bitter taking matters into their own hands, saw Jesus as the Messiah. What was this middle 
way? 
 
Complacency—FAITHFULNESS—Bitterness (Don’t share, hold the tension) 
 
 
 
ANNA v. 36-38 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very 
old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow 
until she was eighty-four.[e] She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25011e


praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about 
the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 
Prepared heart: Small acts have huge purpose in the kingdom 

 
Illustration: Loaded question  
 
How many of you have heard of Billy Graham….. heard of Pearle Goode? 
  
“Pearl estimated that she covered 48,000 miles by bus, simply to pray for the Crusades.”1 
 
Background: Anna knew deep sorrow, she was of old age , she was consistent and overall 
unnoticed by many of the people around her, she is not the center of the story and her story 
has been difficult. 
 
Despite all of that there are a few key things to notice about Anna. She knew deep pain, but 
had not grown bitter. She was old, but always held tightly to hope. V. 37 never ceased to 
worship God, and seek him in prayer. 
 
This may sound straightforward, but the gravity and depth of resilience of the faith that Anna 
shows is admirable. It was not flashy or admirable to those around her, but it had great 
purpose. 
 
Through Anna’s life we see that small and even seemingly ‘inconsequential’ acts of 
faithfulness make a profound impact on the surrounding community.  
 Through her:   
-Prayer 
-Worship 
-Words 
 
YOUR LIFE HAS INCREDIBLE PURPOSE. Raising kids, speaking life to your barista, having a good 
attitude at your job, sharing your faith at family holidays, praying for the lost in your city. None 
of this is flashy or even noticeable to outsiders, but it’s how the kingdom of God is advanced.  
 
People are watching how you worship, pray, and speak. 
 
 

Present Day Anna’s 
 
To the people that feel unseen, to those that feel inconsequential, to the older generation that 
feels left behind WE NEED you. The Kingdom of God needs your prayers, needs your worship, 

 
1 https://billygraham.org/story/will-graham-on-pearl-goode-and-the-power-of-prayer/ 



and needs your words. We need a church full of people with prepared hearts, seeking God so 
faithfully that we can’t miss when he moves.  
 
We need a generation of Anna’s to teach the next generation of what it means to live faithful 
lives. She waited 84 years, and let me tell you my generation and myself included I have a hard 
time waiting 84 minutes for something (BMV story ☺). 
 
There’s something about steadfastness, faithful living, and deep trust that only time and 
experience of NOT taking God for granted can produce. We need to lean on the faith of those 
of you that have walked with God. DON’T GIVE UP. 
 
Illustration finish Pearl Goode: “While Billy was out preaching, Pearle was praying. While Billy 
was doing his part, Pearle was doing hers. Don’t worry about what God has called someone else 
to do. What has He called you to do?”2 
 
God called Anna to be fully devoted to him in worship and prayer. He called her to speak life 
into the parents of Jesus! What is God calling you to do in your life?  
 
God designed humanity in the way that it simply takes TIME to mature, grow in faith, and 
develop. (As much as my go after it personality doesn’t want this to be true) It’s no coincidence 
that Pearl was in her 60’s when she started to pray (a younger man or woman may have, and It 
is no coincidence that the two central characters of this story are older. Waiting is not wasted! 
 
They weren’t just older and more experienced. But they had stayed humble and close to God 
for many years. Bad habits over many years can lead to distance from God…. Which is why we 
need the voice of those that have lived out faithful lives, and why many of us need to lean into 
good rhythms and habits with the Lord now to set us up for a lifetime! 
 
Anna shows us that consistent building of relationship with God is how we stay faithful, and 
Simeon shows us how to carry God’s promises. 
 
So how did Simeon stay close to God all of his years?  (Transition) 
 
 
SIMEON v. 25-27 
 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved 
by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts… 

 
2 https://harvest.org/resources/gregs-blog/post/the-little-old-lady-from-pasadena-who-prayed-for-billy-graham/ 



 
 
Background of Simeon: Waiting—for the consolation of Israel during the 400 years,  
 
HOUSEHOLD NAME: There is a sad reality that Simeon’s story contrasts with. While he saw the 
promise of God, so many people missed it. People miss the promise of God. We can miss the 
promises and move of God! 
 
 
-Waiting on the consolation of Israel and was given a PROMISE he would see the Messiah (Most 
reactions would have been YES!!! Victory is coming, Rome with be overthrown and the Hebrew 
people will be seen as God’s chosen people again. strength, might, military) 
 
How did Simeon get it right? How did Simeon recognize the Messiah when so many didn’t? 
 
The way we steward God’s promises well is by living lives like Simeon and Anna. This is so 
important because God’s promises may not manifest the way we expect them too. We may not 
get to see the end result, we may go through real hardship, we may never get the kind of 
resources or family life that we were hoping for…. 2020 for some of us is a heartbreaking 
example of this.   
 
Don’t take the promises of God from the presence of God! 
 
 
What do I mean by this? When we take a promise of God and leave our relationship, closeness 
and intimacy with God behind we corrupt that promise with our own ideas and expectations 
 
(Object illustration??) 
(Negative side) So, what inclines us to miss God’s promise, what causes us to go the wrong 
way ? Settle for something certain… take God’s promise and make it our own. The scary reality 
is we can take the greatest promises of God and construct them in our own ideal. We put words 
in the mouth of God. 
 
 
21st century believers 
 
We have a promise from God! 
 
Hold the tension… and reveal the great PROMISE of God→ We will see Jesus.  
 
I want to pause and bring this inspirational stories of Simeon and Anna into our lives as 
believers in the 21st century. 
 
We have received a promise from God as his followers.  



Pause and choose one person to read John 11:25 "I am the resurrection and the life. The one 
who believes in me will live, even though they die” and then John 10:10 
 
 
 
For Simeon—he only saw the baby Jesus, but God’s promise brought more than the consolation 
of Israel. It brought salvation to all of humanity. We stand and worship the Triune God TODAY 
because of God’s faithfulness and how he kept his promise! 
 
We may only get to see part of the promise of God, life here on earth may not be all we wanted 
or be close to Eternity as we would like. 
 
Earth will not look like heaven in ways we want it to. 
 
 
With the promise of John 11:25 and John 10:10, with the promise of eternal life and life to the 
full, we have this same opportunity. Will we keep God’s promises in his presence? Or will we 
run with God’s promises and create them in our own ideal? 
 
God’s faithfulness is the source of our faithful living. (Grace and CK Chitty, review mirror of life) 
 
 
What if we asked God not for 2020 to be over… because 2021 is our ideal. But what if we asked 
for God to show us what HE wants from us and for us in 2021. And to open our eyes to his 
faithfulness  
 
What if this year wasn’t a waste… and even if 2021 doesn’t change it won’t be a waste either. 
What if God is working on our faithfulness?  
 
 
Our faithfulness and obedience to God impacts the community around us. 
Mary, Joseph, Simeon and Anna 
 
We can lean into faithfulness together as a church community in 2021 and really  
 
 
Application 
 

1. For those that feel defeated and need to see God’s faithfulness in their lives. 
2. For those that feel called to demonstrate and lead the charge on faithful living for their 

community in 2021. 
 


