
Intro: Welcome to Trinity Church’s broadcast service, my name is Marcus DePeal and I’m one of 
the pastors on staff here at Trinity. I love the fact that no matter what is going on in the world 
nothing can stop the people of God from hearing His Word, and so this morning whether you’re 
watching online or you’re here in the building, I believe God wants to speak to us and work in 
our hearts regardless of what may be going on in our world. If you’ve been with us the past 
couple of weeks you know that we started a series that we’re calling Unfinished, as we unpack 
the story of God’s interaction with His people throughout history and how each of our 
“unfinished stories” play into this grander narrative of our God. For this series we are looking at 
the six primary acts in the story of Scripture, or the six major pivot points that we see in our 
bibles (show timeline). 
 
The first week Dr. Josh McNall was here with us and began this series talking about the first act 
of creation – how God created everything good and exactly as He intended it. The Garden of 
Eden was like the temple of God, and humanity was able to walk freely in this temple enjoying 
union with God – we were created from community for community. From family for family. Just 
last week we talked a little bit about the second act of Scripture that we in the church call the 
fall. This is not the season of “fall,” but rather the moment in which Adam and Eve in the 
Garden disobeyed the command of God to not eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, and chose to eat from it anyway. Sin, separation, and shame entered the world and 
became a massive part of our story because of our decision to turn away from ways of God. 
Humanity is banished from the Garden and the “temple of God’s presence,” and is sent to 
“work the ground from which they’ve been taken.” 
 
This all leads us to where we are today, entering into the 3rd act of Scripture, the beginning of 
God’s redemptive plan in the world – God choosing the nation of Israel. 
 
Introduce the Text: Genesis 12:1-3 
 
Context: The Scripture that we’re about to read is known as the call of Abram who later on has 
his name changed by the Lord to Abraham. Abraham is often referred to as the “father of many 
nations” because of the Scripture that we’re about to read and the promise that God makes to 
him. For context, Abraham is the father of a man named Isaac and a grandfather of a man 
named Jacob who has his name changed to Israel. Jacob/Israel has 12 sons who become the 12 
tribes of Israel and eventually become a great nation, but their entire journey started with 
these three verses we’re about to read where God speaks to Abram. Let’s read it together. 
 
Read the Text: Genesis 12:1-3 
 
You see this is what we would call a covenant that God is making with Abram, and a covenant 
defined in its most basic form would be an agreed upon framework for relationship between 
multiple parties. So God here is making a covenant with mankind after the fall, but this actually 
isn’t the first covenant He makes with humanity after the fall – it’s the second. 
 



The first covenant God made with humanity after the fall in the Garden of Eden was with Noah 
after the flood God sent upon the earth. In Genesis chapter 9 we see God say to Noah: 
 

“I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you and with every living creature 
that was with you – the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you 
– every living creature on earth. I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be destroyed by the 
waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
 
Genesis 9:9-11 (NIV) 

 
1. God doesn’t only promise permission to live with, He promises purpose to live for 
 
God’s covenant with Noah gave His creation permission to live, but it was missing the purpose 
that we see in His covenant with Abram of becoming a nation that would bless other nations. 
 
Point: God wasn’t content with only making the first covenant to Noah. He knew that 
permission to live without purpose would create a lack of meaning for His people. So instead of 
choosing to redeem the world away from humanity, He chose to invite us into the redemption 
story of the world. He chose to give us purpose. 
 
2. God couldn’t yet get the people back to the Garden, but He wanted to get the Garden 

back to the people 
 
We already discussed the reality that after Adam and Eve sinned God banished humanity from 
the Garden, making it impossible for us to get back on our own. However, even though we 
couldn’t be in the Garden, God wanted to create a people that shared the culture of the 
Garden. 
 
In order to do that, the very first thing we see the Lord say to Abram in the passage we read is, 
“Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.” 
The first thing the Lord knew was required for recreating this “Garden Culture” amongst a 
group of people was to have them be set apart – away from other nations. According to many 
commentators, the land of Ur where Abram was living was full of idols – a constant temptation 
to him and all in his family. While other nations followed pagan gods and idols, The Lord 
wanted a nation that was far enough away and isolated from these practices so that He and He 
alone could lead and guide His people. 
 
Quote: I love the way that scholar BC Taylor explains God’s desire to have Abram leave: 
 

“[The Israelites] were to be separated from all other peoples, not because God cared for them and for no 
other peoples on the earth, but because by their isolation they would be in the best circumstances to receive 
and retain the truths committed to them. It is a mistake to suppose that all through Old Testament times God 
cared for the salvation of the Hebrews only. They were granted the privilege of special revelations from God in 
order that through them others might learn the same truths.” 
 
– BC Taylor, God’s Purpose In Choosing Israel 



Point: God was trying to both create and protect a culture that mirrored that of Eden. God 
wanted to teach trust and dependence on Him to a group of people so that as they learned 
eventually all people would learn as well. 
 
3. God doesn’t bless one at the expense of the other, He blesses one for the sake of all the 

others 
 
To the Text: Genesis 12:3 
 

“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.” 
 

Point: God is not blessing Abram or the future Israelites out of favoritism, or because He just 
likes Abram more than He likes everyone else. God is blessing Abram because He believes that 
as He blesses one man, He can bless a family, who will bless one nation, who will bless the 
world. God blesses us because He loves us and so that we can show His love to others. 
 
Now that we’ve covered the blessing of Abram and the promise and/or covenant God made 
with Him and ultimately the Israelites, I want to jump ahead in the history of Israel to one of the 
most important events in their entire history – the Exodus. If you know your biblical history well 
you know that the Exodus is the story in which Moses stands up to Pharaoh time and time again 
while the Israelites are enslaved in Egypt, and eventually leads them through the Red Sea and 
out of captivity through the power that God has put on him. 
 
The reason the Israelites are in captivity in the first place is really because of how much they’ve 
been blessed. If you know the story you know that one of Israel’s sons named Joseph ended up 
in Egypt, and through the favor and protection of the Lord ended up second in command in all 
of Egypt only under Pharaoh. The rest of the Israelites come to Egypt as a result of a famine in 
the land, and because of Joseph’s position they’re able to flourish and increase in the land of 
Goshen and Egypt. They enjoy great amounts of prosperity, until Joseph, Pharaoh, and that 
generation pass away. The Scriptures say that a new Pharaoh, a new King of Egypt rises to 
power that cared nothing about Joseph or the Israelites. He sees how numerous Israel has 
become and how wealthy they are, and he fears that they will eventually overthrow Egypt if he 
doesn’t act. So his response to the blessing Israel has experienced is to enslave the Israelites in 
the land of Egypt and require them to do forced labor. 
 
Now I have a question I’d like to ask: Have you ever felt like a promise God gave to you turned 
into a little bit more of a problem than a promise? Have you ever felt like something He blessed 
you with became less of a blessing and more of a burden? Have you ever prayed for something 
and received it with joy only to feel later like your answer to prayer was now a source of pain? 
That’s where Israel was. 
 
But here’s the truth – God has ALWAYS been present with His people even when it seems like 
He left. The Israelites being enslaved in Egypt didn’t mean that God had left, it’s actually one of 



the greatest stories about His manifest presence amongst them – the Ten Plagues, the signs 
and wonders, the Red Sea splitting, God was present with His people and leading them even 
when it felt like He was gone. 
 
Can I encourage you this morning church? God’s people have made it through the darkest of 
days. God has brought His people through the Fall of Man, God has brought His people through 
a worldwide flood, God has brought His people through national slavery, God has brought His 
people through imprisonment, God has brought His people through terrorist attacks, God has 
brought His people through abuse and torture, God has brought His people through the fire and 
the water, through anxiety and depression, there is nothing that God hasn’t yet brought His 
people through. 
 
So I ask this morning… what is a virus in the face of the Almighty? 
 

Full Circle: God made a promise with Noah to allow us to live, but God came to Abram to allow 
us to have purpose. While we long for the Garden, God was getting the Garden back into His 
people. Our God has chosen to be present with us, and when He seems the most distant He is 
about to do His greatest work. The sea is splitting soon, and the King is coming.  


