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Media Notes: 

• Green highlights on the screen. 

• Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJLan-pJzfQ 

• Josh’s timeline from the opening sermon.  
 
Opening:  
You are part of a beautiful story... the story of humanity. When you know your origin, your 
destination, and the part you play in God’s epic story, it brings incredible purpose and clarity to 
life.  
 
So where are we at in our journey?  
(Insert Josh’s timeline.)  
 
Last week Dr. Josh McNall opened up the series for us. He did an over and talked about 
creation. Today we are going to shift to the next part of the story. The Fall.  
 
I can sum up His message in a sentence. We are created from holy communion and made for 
holy communion.  
 
To transition to the fall let’s watch a quick video.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJLan-pJzfQ  
 
To The Text: 
Genesis 13-3:1  ESV 
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said 
to the woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?" And the woman said 
to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, 'You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'" But the serpent 
said to the woman, "You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loincloths. And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, "Where are 
you?" And he said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I 
hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 
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fruit of the tree, and I ate." Then the Lord God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" 
The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."” 
 

 
• Let’s touch on Creation.  

o We were made in the image of God. The image of God most believe is the 
relationship that the Trinity has (God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit). We were made from Trinitarian charitable love and we are to bring the 
image (glorious charity) of God to the world.  
 

o The garden is a temple. There is a tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. The tree of life is the way of God. The tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil represents the desire to be “god,” to set your own way.  

 
o It all comes down to what or whose compass, way, or narrative you will follow.  

 
• In the Bible as a whole we see three primary words used to describe what is broken in 

this world: sin, inequity, and transgression. Inequity describes behavior that is crooked. 
Transgression refers to breaking trust, and sin (khata in Hebrew, hamartia in Greek) 
basically means to miss the mark or lose your way. 

o The scariest thing is that when people are missing the mark, they often don’t 
know it.  

• When Pharaoh is enslaving the Hebrew people to build a great empire he 
thinks he is doing socioeconomic good for Egypt and ultimately the 
world.   

• When Saul is chasing David around the wilderness trying to bring a 
“criminal” to justice.  

• When Hitler killed thousands of people with disabilities in an attempt to 
rid humanity of these hard conditions.  

• When mothers kill babies by the millions today to help rescue people 
from potential hardship.   

• There is incredible danger in making your own way. The Biblical narrative 
along with history displays that our “way” leads to so much justified 
death and suffering.  
 

• Notice in the text God asks them, “Where are you?” This isn’t because God can’t really 
see them or doesn’t know where they are hiding. This is equally and primarily a question 
of the heart. Where is Adam, where is Eve? This was a chance for them to confess.  
 

• Notice what they say. They don’t confess their own sin. They shift blame.  
o I was listening to a lecture about building healthy spiritual relationships. The 

author made the claim that most people don’t really have honest confession 
with each other. Modern “confession” is really justification. “I did this because 
my dad was…My personality tends to…My spouse won’t…I didn’t want to lose 



my job…I was afraid they wouldn’t like me.” These are all statements of avoiding 
ownership. Avoiding the honest answer of, I have sinned. I have lost my way. The 
fall of man is about children who have lost their way. Today see it – see all that is 
broken in the world, own and confess your sin and turn back to God.  
 

o But Pastor Mike it is all too broken to be fixed! What do we do? Let me answer 
the question with a question… 
 

• Where is Jesus? 
 

o “The fall is the most encouraging view of life. It says we misused a good world rather 
than we are trapped in a bad one.” -GK Chesterton 
 

o There is an escape.  
 

o Almost all humans know deep down that something is wrong, even the most liberal and 
conservative of us. Even most people who don’t believe in a God at all live like there are 
things that are broken and need fixed. The beauty of the fall is that we have an answer. 
The world is broken. We also have an answer to our fracture. The love, work and ways 
of Christ bring redemption.  

 

• What does this mean for me?  
Stop hiding and be honest with yourself before God. As God asked Adam and Eve in the 
garden, “Where are you?” Answer that question. Where is your heart? What story are 
you living into? Have you owned your sin? Are you living into Christ?  

   
Next Steps: 
Where are you at? Reflect on the next steps cards.  
 


