
Upside Down Kingdom 
Week 4 – Not of This World 
John 13:33-40 

Series Overview: 
The Upside Down Kingdom is a phrase some scholars use to describe how the values of God’s 
Kingdom are significantly different than the values of this world.  

• To become a leader, be a servant. Matthew 20:24-28 

• To truly find life, die to self. Matthew 16:24-25 

• Respond to your enemy with love. Matthew 5:43-44 

• To become truly rich, be generous. Luke 6:38 

• Set your own well-being aside for the needs of others. 1 John 3:16 
When we become followers of Jesus we begin to live by another kingdoms’ values. Often those 
values look very different than those of the kingdom around us.  

Sermon Opening: 
Before I was a parent I had an ideal vision of what it would be like.  
My children hanging on my every word of wisdom. Well behaved in public, and the first to do 
everything from poty training to bench pressing their body weight.  
It doesn’t actually work that way. What we see as ideal is often very far from the truth.  
For those that don’t have kids let me give you a little glimpse of what it is like.  
Cara, our three-year-old, had a bad cold a few weeks ago. She was coughing constantly. Not 
only was she unable to sleep night after night, neither were we. A few sleepless nights into this 
cold of hers she woke up again early in the evening and Leslie asked me if I would go lay down 
with her. I agreed, I love my little girl. We did everything to prepare her for sleep. Vicks on her 
feet (still sounds dumb to me), baby cough medicine, a humidifier, elevated head with pillows, 
we did everything but sprinkle her room Catholic Church style with essential oils. Finally I laid 
down next to her. The room was rich with unique smells and foggy with humidity. After a few 
minutes I fell fast asleep, ape style, with my arms above my head and shirt off. After a few 
minutes I woke up feeling a little tickle on my arm. I looked over and she was playing with my 
arm pit hair. A little confused and half asleep I looked at her and she said, “Daddy, what’s this?” 
Before I could answer she leaned close and started coughing, thick deep mucus style, right in 
my face.  
See, that’s parenting. Not nearly ideal as you think it will be. This is true in teaching them things 
too. Here is the next big thing I am going to teach them. I’ll need to say this until I am sick of 
saying it and they are sick of hearing it before they might get it.  
What we plant in this life makes us into what we will be in the next. 
What are you planting with your time, talents, and treasures? What are you growing with what you 
spend your money on? What are you growing with what you use your talents for? What are you 
growing with what you give your time to? After you are buried what will grow that is eternally 
valuable?  
(Get a bowl of dirt and three seeds. Your time, talent and treasure will be planted. What will they 
produce when your life is buried in the ground and you face eternity?) 



 

John 13:33-40 
So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of 
the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you 
about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered 
you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my 
kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be 
delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 
 

• Think of all that has happened to Christ.  
o Betrayed by two close friends.  
o Lied about in court.  
o Abandoned by His closest friends.  
o Left to die naked and alone.  

  
• Notice how secure Jesus is. Can you imagine being this secure? We don't worry about 

whether our leg will catch us when we take our next step. We just walk. Imagine walking 
into death that secure.  
 

Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this 
purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the 
truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

 
• Think of all that is assumed, misbelieved or even completely blind in this text.  

o That the truest truth is what your senses experience right now.  
o That the true value of a person is determined by human society and law.  
o That Jesus has failed. The Jewish leaders are convinced if He dies so will His 

mission.  
o The Jews think they know truth, Rome believes there is none, and this poor 

country boy who appears worthless to both is the one with the answer.  
o Pride blinds.  

 
• John 18:38 (ESVSB): 18:38 What is truth? Ironically, the one charged with determining 

the truth in the matter glibly dismisses the relevance of truth in the very presence of the 
one who is truth incarnate. (Crossway Study Bible, 2018) 

 
• In his book Grown Up Faith, Kevin Myers says prideful sin negatively impacts us in three 

ways.  
 

o Our minds are corrupted by deceit. We no longer see God’s truth.  
o Our hearts are corrupted by mistrust. We no longer see God as trustworthy.  
o Our wills are corrupted by rebellion. We no longer see God as our loving Father, 

but more as our adversary.  (Grown Up Faith, Keven Myers) 



• It is a proud person, someone blind by sin, that invests or plants all of his life’s resources 
in what will produce no real fruit after he dies, after his life’s investment is planted.  
 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 
But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want 
me to release to you the King of the Jews?” They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” 
Now Barabbas was a robber. 
 

• Listen to the crowd. Pilot rejects Truth. The crowd picks foolishly. The religious leaders 
lead blindly and can’t see the gift that has been given them.  
 

• Barabbas was a criminal, a rebel. Ironically, the crowd chose to rebel against worldly 
structures, they just chose the wrong rebellion.  You may know things aren’t right in the 
world, in our culture and even in your life. You still get to choose what you will believe 
in, what you will invest in to bring you peace and wholeness.  
 

• It is a proud person, someone blind by sin, that invests or plants all of his life’s resources 
in what will produce no real fruit after he dies, after his life’s investment is planted.  

Final Thoughts: 
The upside-down way.  
Real wholeness and peace comes not by a taking or a making on your own but by a right 
trusting.  
Everyone is telling you how to invest your time, talents and treasure. They want you to trust 
them or trust yourself, just like Rome, the religious leaders and even the popular desires of the 
crowd.  Will you choose to trust Christ?    

Next Steps: 
• Have you actually decided to trust in Christ and invest your life in His ways?  
• Is there a truth you are working to ignore?  

• Is there an action you need to take but your pride is keeping you from making it?  

  

Resources: 
• The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). Wheaton, IL:  
•  Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (p. 2051). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
• Grown Up Faith, Kevin Meyers.  
•  

  

https://ref.ly/logosres/esvsb?ref=BibleESV.Jn13.16&off=0&ctx=lf+is+not+required.%0a~13:16+messenger+(Gk.
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