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Introduction  
Upside down.  What comes to mind? If you’re hungry right now, it might be pineapple 
upside-down cake.  Upside down.  If you are my four-year old, it might be this classic 
book, “Inside, Outside, Upside Down”. Has anyone read this?  Changed my life.  Upside 
down.  If you lived through the 70’s and 80’s your mind might go to the Diana Ross, 
“Upside down, boy your turning me, inside out”.  If you are born after the 80’s and 
perhaps a Jack Johnson fan it might be the hit song “upside down”. 
 
But for me, for me and this is partly a confession, when I hear the phrase upside down, 
my mind goes to the hit Netflix show Stranger Things, where “the upside down” is code 
for an alternate dimension.  Is anyone with me this morning?  In the show, a shadowy 
realm called “the upside-down” and the real world of Hawkins, IN exist simultaneously 
and that’s more the idea we’re going for with the upside-down kingdom.  At any 
moment, the upside-down can break into our reality and overtake it and things that 
once seemed predictable start to move in a different direction.  However, both the 
kingdom of the world and the upside-down exist simultaneously.  Two people can 
experience the same tragedy.  One may react predictably according to the pattern of the 
world while the other reacts in the upside down.  Two houses can look the same on the 
outside but one family lives according to the kingdom of the world and the other lives 
according to the upside-down kingdom of God.  Two very different cultures are being 
created in the same space and time and while the upside down will one day be the 
restored kingdom of God, right now it is often seen as counter cultural, against the 
grain, and even against the tide.  Jesus spoke of this quite often. 
 
He said in Matthew 5:38-42, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth 
for tooth.’ But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right 
cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.”  That’s upside down. “And if anyone wants to 
sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well.”  That’s upside down. “If 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles.” That’s upside down.  
 
The title of the message today is “put your sword away”.  The world says, “only the 
strong survive”.  Jesus says, “the weak become strong”.  The world says, “if you want 
something, you have to fight for it”.  Jesus says, “surrender is victory”.  The world says, 
“don’t let anyone disrespect you”.  Jesus says, “forgive others as I forgave you”.  The 
world says, “you need to take care of yourself because no one will do it for you.”  Jesus 
says, “God will fight for you. Vengeance is mine”.  The world says, “fight back, pull out 
your swords and come out swinging.” Jesus says, “put your sword away.  Put your sword 
away.   
Turn with me to John 18:1-11 where we find Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.  He is 
alone in the garden with Peter, James and John and his crucifixion is near.  The Bible 
says, “his soul was in anguish to the point of death” and while he is preparing for the 



most difficult hour of his life, the disciples are for the most part sleeping.  Peter, James 
and John are sawing logs while Jesus is sweating drops of blood.  Let’s read… 
 
“1When he had finished praying Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron 
Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.” 
2Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there 
with his disciples. 3So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and 
some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, 
lanterns and weapons” John 18:1-3. 
 
It’s nighttime, Jesus is exhausted, everyone is tired, and suddenly voices are heard and 
up ahead an angry mob appears with torches, weapons, lanterns and the sound of 
clanging swords, armor, and violence.  Not only that, but as the mob comes over the hill 
there is a familiar face, Judas, one of your own that has decided to betray you.  You are 
outnumbered with no place to hide.  Your blood pressure rises, your adrenaline surges, 
the pupils of your eyes dilate and the fight or flight instinct rises to the surface.  Ever 
been there? It doesn’t matter how kind-hearted or good spirited you normally are, in 
those moments, everything comes into focus and our natural and sometimes sinful 
instincts come to the surface.   
 
It reminds me of a dog I had as a kid named Buster.  Isn’t he cute?  Buster was a 
miniature sheltie…very good with kids, a gentle animal, and in many ways quite funny 
to watch.  Shelties were bred to herd sheep and whenever someone would come to the 
door of the house or prepared to leave, Buster would instinctively begin to run circles 
around our furniture, trying to herd the lazy-boy and the couch.  But the problem with 
Buster and what made him a bit unpredictable was this thing that happened whenever 
he would feel threatened or backed into a corner.  It was like something inside of him 
would snap and he had this thing he would do where he would start to reveal his hind 
teeth. Do any of you know what I’m talking about?  It’s like Buster was becoming the 
Incredible Hulk or something.  This here is a clear signal that things are about to get 
ugly, that the sword is coming out, and you need to step back.  It’s also the way many of 
us operate.  Many of us are good people, kind people but when forced into a corner, we 
start to show our hind teeth without even meaning to (imitate zombie).  Good people get 
defensive, some even bark or snap back in the face of conflict and by and large our 
natural and sinful inclination in the face of being wronged, misrepresented, attacked, 
misunderstood, gossiped about, slandered, hurt or offended is to fight back.  We react 
the way of the world.  But Jesus says, “put your sword away”, we live in the upside down.  
I want you to notice the difference between Jesus and Peter as we continue to read.   
 
Jesus vs Peter 
4Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who 
is it you want?”5“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas 
the traitor was standing there with them.) 6When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew 
back and fell to the ground.  Imagine this scene for a moment.  Who are you looking for 
again?  Who?  Oh, you want Jesus of Nazareth?  I am He and …BOOM…everyone is 
laying on their backs, just blown over by the power of his words.  Jesus could have wiped 
these guys out.  Three little words, “I am He” and the entire angry mob are laid out on 
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their backs. They dust themselves off and put their helmets back on and Jesus is 
standing there (strike a kung-fu pose). “7Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” 
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 8Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he.” And I’m sure 
they all braced themselves for his answer.  Why?  Because Jesus is infinitely powerful.  
He is mighty.  He is Lord.  You need to understand that Jesus has the capacity to 
overcome them with three little words but instead he says, “If you are looking for me, 
then let these men go.” He doesn’t fight.  Jesus is guaranteed he will win the fight but he 
doesn’t fight.  Winning the fight wouldn’t accomplish his purposes.  Now let’s turn to 
Peter. 
 
10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, 
cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11Jesus commanded 
Peter, “Put your sword away!”  Luke 22:51 then tells us, “Jesus answered, “No more of 
this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him.” 
 
Peter is different than Jesus.  Peter isn’t yet living in the upside-down but instead is 
fighting the way the world fights.  Self-defense and retaliation is all that Peter had ever 
known.  After all, Peter was a fisherman, the guy that nobody messed with.  If you 
disrespected him or his mama, he was coming after you.  That was the code on the 
streets or at least in the fishing industry. Especially when a person like Judas Iscariot, a 
no-good double crossing white collar thief betrays you with a kiss. No, Peter wasn’t 
having that.  That’s not right. And so here we have Jesus, the one who flattens people by 
his very words submitting to his accusers and Peter, the lone swordsman who can’t even 
hit the guy’s neck for goodness sake, doing all the fighting and lopping people’s ears off.  
 
But it’s when we turn to Matthew 26:52-54 and a fuller version of Jesus’ response that 
we begin to draw out a few lessons.  Jesus said, “Put your sword back in its place, for all 
who draw the sword will die by the sword.” Do you think I cannot call on my Father, 
and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how 
then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” Put your 
sword away.  Why?  Listen to these three principles from the passage I just read. 
 
1) Violence Begets Violence  
First, put your sword away. Violence begets violence. MLK once said, “Darkness cannot 
drive out darkness, only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do 
that”. Have you noticed what has happened in the last few years politically?  Rhetorical 
violence has beget even more rhetorical violence.  When we are tempted to bare our 
hind teeth, when we get cornered in an argument or even approached by an angry mob 
and start to think the answer is “power and might” we play right into our enemy’s hands.  
Jesus could have defeated the soldiers.  But that wasn’t the goal.  The goal was to change 
their hearts.  The goal is not to win.  The goal is unity and love and if you want to stop 
the spread of evil and division there is one thing the enemy can’t fight.  He can’t fight 
humility and love.  
 
The upside-down kingdom fights differently even in the face of monster issues like 
world hunger, racism, abortion, religious freedom, government corruption and a variety 
of other matters but we must never use the world’s means to accomplish our noble ends. 
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Those who live by the sword will eventually die by it.  If you live by the sword when you 
are in power, then when you are out of power, the sword will come down even stronger 
and there comes a point when we need to be man enough or woman enough to put our 
sword away and simply stop fighting.  Humility and love are the weapons in the upside- 
down kingdom. You can’t fight humility.  My wife and I have a great relationship but like 
most couples, when the patience runs out, it can be a breeding ground for arguments 
and one day I was in an impatient mood and if there is one thing I can’t stand it’s 
mumbling.  I already can’t hear very well and when people mumble it drives me crazy 
and Katie kept starting sentences and trailing off and I finally said, “you always start 
sentences and never finish your thoughts…what are you trying to say??”  First off, men, 
there are two words you should never use in an argument “the word always and the 
word never”. Katie had every right to draw her sword.  But instead she simply said, 
“Yeah I know, I’m sorry”.  That was it.  The potential battle was over.  Men, put your 
sword away and just admit to some things.  Ladies, you don’t need to win that argument. 
Put your sword away.  Kids, your mom and dad are doing the best they can.  Put your 
sword away because violence only begets more violence.  
 
2) God Will Defend You   
Secondly, put your sword away. God will defend you. Jesus said, 53Do you think I 
cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve 
legions of angels?”  Throughout Scripture there are hundreds of times when God 
defended his people and helped them escape or break free or fight or overpower an 
enemy.  God will defend you.  A legion of angels by the way is about 5,000.  12 legions if 
my math is right is 60,000 angels.  Jesus said, I could give each of my 12 disciples 5,000 
bodyguards to protect you.  Listen, God will defend you. He knows who is right and who 
is wrong.  He sees everything and in the end, he can protect you just fine.  You don’t 
need to defend yourself.  The Lord will fight for you. When my wife and I lived in Texas 
there was a season where she wanted to move home and I wanted to stay. Sometimes 
she would make a comment like “boy it sure would be nice if family lived closer” and 
CHING, out came my sword with “yeah so they could stop over day and night when we 
wanted our privacy”.  I would say something like “man I love the fact that you can golf in 
November down here” and CHING, Katie would say “yeah, but summer is like a sauna”.  
When we are constantly drawing our swords to defend ourselves, we become entrenched 
in our positions rather than letting God do his work and his defense.   
 
3.  His Ways Are Higher  
Third, put your sword away because his ways are higher than our own.  This is going to 
sound upside down but sometimes it is God’s will for you to suffer.  It was God’s will for 
Jesus to suffer.  The same might be true for you and this is a hard one but stick with me.  
If violence begets more violence and if God is powerful enough to defend us and if we 
are still suffering then perhaps his ways are higher and he is doing stuff we don’t know 
anything about.  We need to trust him. Maybe being humiliated is the only way that a 
person’s heart will change.  Maybe your suffering is the only way to bring them to 
repentance. Jesus didn’t come to earth to conquer by the way of the sword.  He came to 
conquer by the way of the cross.   Everyone seems so eager these days to fight like the 
world fights, but who is ready to fight with humility and love?  Who is ready to die? How 
much do you really trust in the Father?  Are you willing to let your reputation die? Are 
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you willing to let your image die? Are you willing to let your ego die? Are you willing to 
let your methods die?  What if we put our swords away and lived in the upside down?  It 
doesn’t happen enough but what if it did?   
 
It might sound like the story I read recently about a man named Julio Diaz, a 31-year-
old Bronx social worker who was on his way home on the subway after work and 
decided to stop off at his favorite diner.  Unfortunately, when Diaz stepped off the train 
and onto the subway platform, a young man ran up to him, pulled out a knife, and 
demanded Diaz hand over his wallet. Realizing it wasn't worth the fight, Diaz fished the 
wallet out of his pocket and gave it to the young man.  But much to the thief’s surprise, 
Diaz decided to live in the upside down and as the teen ran away, Diaz called out, “If 
you're going to be robbing people for the rest of the night, you might as well take my 
coat to keep you warm.” The boy stopped in his tracks, shocked. Diaz explained that it 
was quite clear the teen needed the money, so he told him to keep the wallet, take his 
coat, and then he invited him to grab a bite to eat with Diaz. The boy was too shocked to 
say no. True story. 
 
As the two ate dinner at Diaz's favorite diner, the teen marveled over how many of the 
workers offered Diaz a wave or a friendly word. He figured Diaz owned the place. When 
the boy shared his observation, Diaz smiled and said, “Haven't you heard of treating 
others the way you would want to be treated?” “Yeah,” the teen replied, “but I didn't 
think people actually lived that way.”  The two continued to converse about life and 
other matters and when the bill finally came, Diaz told the boy that he needed his wallet 
to pay. The boy handed it back over without thinking and Diaz paid for the meal and 
then offered the teen $20. He also asked the boy to surrender the knife—which he did  
and the two parted ways.  Upside down.  How does this happen?  It happens when 
people surrender to the Spirit of love and live in obedience to Christ. But what if Julio 
Diaz decided to fight?  If Diaz decided to fight, we aren’t sure the outcome but one thing 
is for certain, the heart of the young man would have never changed.  
 
Conclusion 
When we started this teaching each one of you were given these little plastic sabers and 
when I bought them I opened the package and immediately poked myself with one of 
them.  Go ahead and feel the point of that.  Hurts doesn’t it.  Swords do damage and it’s 
natural in our culture to want to swing them when we get upset.  But as you look at this 
small sword in our hand I wonder if it represents something bigger?  Maybe someone 
really hurt you, wronged you, hurt your kids, smeared your name, damaged your 
reputation.  Maybe someone lied about you, insulted you, talked behind your back or 
even betrayed you.  What would it look like to put your sword away?  Fighting is simply 
creating more fighting.  God will defend you.  In fact, maybe your suffering is a 
testimony to someone that is watching.  Your kids are watching.  Your friends are 
watching.  Your family is watching. Put your sword away.  Let God have room to work. 
In fact, maybe like Mr. Diaz, God is calling you to live in the upside down and turn the 
other cheek, go the extra mile and even bless your accuser.  How do you need to lay your 
sword down today?  Write it on your next steps card and then in a moment Josh is going 
to ask you to come forward and symbolically I want you to take this little sword in your 
hand and surrender it at the altar…just lay it down. Amen?  


