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Introduction  
One of my favorite weekly rituals as a kid was waking up every Saturday morning, 
pouring a giant bowl,(punch bowl size or larger) of either Fruity Pebbles or Lucky 
Charms, (two of the greatest breakfast cereals in the world), and heading into the living 
room to watch Saturday morning cartoons. Wasn’t that the greatest?  Growing up in the 
80’s I watched cartoons like Bugs Bunny, the Smurfs and if I happened to get up around 
8:00 am, I always tuned in to Popeye. Popeye the Sailor Man.  Look at him! What a 
stud!  Popeye had these huge forearms, a heart for people, and he was always faithful to 
the love of his life...Olive Oyl.  Isn’t she a looker!  Wow!  But there was something else 
about Popeye that I always admired…Popeye hated injustice.  In fact, in every episode 
there would be this moment where he would grow increasingly frustrated with a 
situation or a person like Brutus and would utter that signature line, “I’ve had all I can 
stands and I can’t stands no more!”  And then in a flurry of activity, he would eat a 
couple cans of spinach, get ridiculously strong, and take care of business.  I imagine at 
some point after watching the flooding in Houston, Popeye would be there.   
 
Have you ever had a “Popeye Moment”?  When was the last time you saw something 
that was corrupt or sinful or evil or unjust in the world around you and said, “I’ve had all 
I can stands and I can’t stands no more.”  Was it the result of something you saw?  Did it 
happen because of something you experienced?  Or maybe you just got sick and tired of 
seeing the evils of our world played out and decided enough is enough.  Either way, 
Popeye Moments are important because they mark times in life where God gives us a 
new resolve, a fresh conviction, and a new passion to make a difference in our world.   
 
The Apostle Paul had his fair share of victories, defeats, persecution and fulfillment but 
today we will read about a time when he had nothing less than a Popeye moment as he 
encountered one of the most immoral, depraved and godless cities in the Roman world, 
the City of Corinth. Turn with me to Acts 18:1 and let’s read together. 
 
Tentmaking in Corinth  
 “1After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he met a Jew named Aquila, 
a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3and because he 
was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4Every Sabbath he 
reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.” Acts 18:1-4 
 
Paul is on the last leg of his 2nd missionary journey traveling from Philippi to 
Thessalonica to Berea to Athens and now, the city of Corinth and like any good church 
planter he realizes that the first thing he needs to do is find allies, people of peace and 
fellow believers that he can start to develop into a team and right away God connects 
him with a Jewish guy named Aquila and his wife Priscilla, who will both go on to play a 
huge role in his ministry.   They will end up raising up Apollos to take over the work at 
Corinth, play a huge role in the church at Ephesus, launch multiple churches theselves 



and then end up starting their own church in Rome.  You can see their later influence as 
Paul wraps up the book of Romans 16 by saying, “3Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-
workers in Christ Jesus. 4They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches 
of the Gentiles are grateful to them. 5Greet also the church that meets at their house”  
 
But that’s all in the future.  In this passage, they are simply two like-minded people that 
happen to work together in the same profession as Paul.  They are tentmakers. Yes, at 
this point in his journey, Paul was bi-vocational. He worked hard during the day, 
probably did a little prayer walking around the city of Corinth at night and then on the 
weekends would reason in the synagogues and try to persuade the Jews and Gentiles to 
follow Christ.  This strategy more than likely gave him a certain measure of street cred 
with the people, perhaps some accountability to withstand the vices of Corinth until his 
companions would arrive, and let him spend time making tents and forming a deeper 
relationship with two people that would eventually become lifelong friends. Let’s keep 
reading.      
 
Popeye Moment 
“5When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 
preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah” Acts 18:5.  In verse five 
Paul moves from part time to full time ministry with the addition of Silas and Timothy. 
Most people rightly conclude that money was brought to Paul from the church of 
Philippi.  This is what he wrote in 2 Cor. 11:9, “and when I was present with you and 
was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from 
Macedonia, they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from being a 
burden to you, and will continue to do so”. But as Paul began to devote 100% of his time 
and energy to preaching to the Jews and trying to build his team and when Paul began 
to meet with them daily, the Jews became less and less receptive and more and more 
agitated.  Look at verse six, “But when they opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook 
out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am 
innocent of it.  “From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” “7Then Paul left the synagogue 
and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God” Acts 18:7 
 
Let me translate. “I’ve had all I can stands and I can’t stands no more!”  But what was it 
exactly that caused Paul to have this reaction? Why did he suddenly “shake out his 
clothes” proclaim “your blood be on your own heads” and then relocate his HQ next 
door?  What gave him this Popeye Moment?  I happen to have a hunch.   
 
The City of Corinth 
Paul has now spent more than a few months in a city that can only be described as one 
of the MOST immoral cities in the ancient Roman Empire and that’s saying something. I 
haven’t shared much about the city of Corinth so let me try to paint a picture. Every city 
wrestles with idols and every community struggles with something.   In Fishers its 
comfort, in Philippi it’s success, in Thessalonica its achievement, in Athens its 
knowledge, but for the Corinthians it was something else. In Corinth, they bowed to the 
god of pleasure.  The best modern example would be Las Vegas.  Sin City is a place that 
was recently dubbed, “the most immoral city in the United States” a city built on 
hedonism, the pursuit of pleasure. If you’ve been there, you know what I’m talking 



about. Gambling, bookmaking, easy marriage, easy divorce, prostitution, pornography, 
night clubs, strip clubs and all variety of “adult” entertainment.  Corinth was no 
different, only worse.  “What happened in Corinth stayed in Corinth”.  
 
In Athens, they constructed a temple to their patron goddess of knowledge, Athena.  In 
Corinth, they constructed a temple to their patron goddess of pleasure, Aphrodite, a 
temple that was famous for its 1500 shrine prostitutes offering sexual favors to anyone 
passing by in the name of religion and ecstasy.  While the temple itself was destroyed 
around 146 BC when the Romans took over, the spirit of sexuality never left the city.  
The phrase “Corinthian girl” became synonymous with prostitution and to 
“corinthianize” began to engage in gross immorality or debauchery.  Indeed, Corinth 
became a place where merchants, sailors and others went to hide out and engage in all 
forms of immorality and pleasure. One author wrote of Corinth, "At night, its streets 
were hideous with the brawls and lewd songs of drunken revelry… even in that old 
world the evil name of the city was proverbial. To accuse a man of behaving as “a 
Corinthian” was to accuse him of leading a low, shameless, and immoral life.”   
 
Paul saw this “Sin City” up close and personal. Imagine being Paul and making tents 
side by side with Priscilla and Aquila and hearing the stories of Corinth.  One guy 
purchases a tent and Paul hears the story of a drunken party and being hungover the day 
after.  One woman purchases a tent with a black eye and all the signs of domestic 
violence.  Rumors stir about a local teenager that was raped. You hear stories of 
trafficking, you see the prostitution at night and you watch the little kids, age 3 and 4 
exposed to blatant pornography. But then imagine on the Sabbath arguing week after 
week with good, religious people trying to convince them of the grace and forgiveness of 
Christ.  Paul is trying to make an impact and gather a launch team from the synagogue 
but the Jews couldn’t care less about Jesus or the city and the holy discontent that is 
stirring in Paul combined with the apathy of the people creates in him his Popeye 
moment as he yells “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of it.  “From now 
on I will go to the Gentiles.”  I’m sorry, but I am called to reach this city for Christ and if 
you aren’t going to help me, I’m moving in a different direction.   
 
The Deep End  
No longer is it making tents and preaching on the weekends for Paul.  Now he’s getting 
2:00 am phone calls to bail people out or jail, now he’s driving people home from the 
bar, to rescue women in danger, to sit up with heroin users all night and ministry was 
very, very messy.  No, the growing Corinthian church is not exactly the model of 
spiritual or emotional health. You say, “how do you know”? Well, look at the letters he 
writes back to the church at Corinth.  It’s like Church Gone Wild.  They are divided, 
quarreling, suing each other and Paul says, “Brothers and sisters, I could not address 
you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants 
in Christ. 2I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, 
you are still not ready. 3You are still worldly.” 1 Corinthians 3:1-3.		Yes, they believe 
in Jesus but they are still living in many ways, a Corinthian lifestyle.  Many continue to 
be sexually immoral, celebrate things that are sinful, sleep with people other than their 
spouses and Paul needs to continually hammer them time and again with the 
admonition to, “18Flee from sexual immorality.” A chapter later in 1 Corinthians 7:1 



he says, “1Now for the matters you wrote about: “It is good for a man not to have 
sexual relations with a woman.” 2But since sexual immorality is occurring, each man 
should have sexual relations with his own wife, and each woman with her own 
husband.  OK, no you can’t have sex with anyone you want, only your spouse. OK?  Life 
and ministry was messy.   
 
But Paul wouldn’t have it any other way.  I say all of that because when you have a 
Popeye Moment, your life is going to change.  When you decide to finally step out, 
expect life to get messy AND expect that many religious people won’t understand. Paul 
leaves the upstanding Jews for the immoral Corinthians and now he is caught between 
religious people that want to persecute him and immoral people that might reject him. 
Furthermore, he is doing it in a city that for a single man like Paul must have carried its 
fair share of temptations.  Soon, we find that Paul is a bit afraid.  He has fears.  He’s 
almost been killed a few times along the way and wonders if he’s doing the right thing.  
Which leads us to the third vision that God gives Paul confirming his Popeye Moment.  
The first was his conversion on the road to Damascus when Jesus appeared.  The second 
was that of the man from Macedonia that appeared to Paul in his sleep.  And now,  
 
 “9One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, 
do not be silent. 10For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, 
because I have many people in this city.” 11So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a 
half, teaching them the word of God.”  Acts 18:9-11 Aren’t you glad that when God 
convicts us and we have a Popeye moment to get engaged, get involved, step into the 
mess and things do indeed get messy…aren’t you glad that during those times Jesus 
comes and says, “Don’t be afraid, keep speaking, keep going, I have many people in this 
city, you’re on the right track”?  Paul finally had enough of the Jews, the weekend 
services of arguing and debating and said, the need is to great I must go all in, full time, 
I’m switching HQ and from here on out I’m going after the lost souls of Corinth.  What 
does this mean for us? 
 
Conclusion 
Granted we don’t live in a city like Corinth and yet Corinth is all around us. Corinth is 
online, streaming into your home, filling your TV screens and walking by you in public. 
Corinth is in your library, bookstore, in magazines and at school. And I wonder what it 
will take for you to have a Popeye moment.  My guess is that your moment will take one 
of two forms. I want to invite you to take out your next steps cards and my question is 
this, “Where do you need to take action”?  While I’m talking, if something comes to 
mind just write it down.  
 
The first might be like Paul when you look at the immorality of the world around you 
and you say, “enough is enough”.  My wife was at the grocery store in Des Moines a few 
years ago when right at eye level, a Cosmopolitan magazine was on display touting 7 sex 
positions with a woman in a very revealing dress and there was my 5 year- old daughter 
staring at it.  My wife had a Popeye Moment.  She took the magazine to the manager and 
said, “I’m sorry” you need to cover this up and guess what not only did they do that but 
they enacted a new store policy on the matter. A few months ago, I found myself sitting 
on the couch watching a popular show on the Disney channel that was evidently 



appropriate according to the TV rating system for my 7-year old but after the opening 
song I had a Popeye Moment.  I didn’t want her imitating teenagers that were dancing 
sensually and talking rude to one another in their sketchy outfits and I turned it off.  She 
cried and cried and said it was so unfair, so I took her to Dairy Queen to reinforce the 
fact that I love her too much than to watch her get sucked into that stuff.  I could go on. 
What bothers you to the degree that you will finally take a stand?  What people are in 
your life that are caught up in alcoholism, hopelessness, drug abuse, marriage problems 
or anything else and you say to yourself “enough is enough”.  I can’t remain silent.  The 
first type of Popeye Moment is for others.  Where do you need to take action publicly? 
Have a conversation.  Stand up to injustice.  Lift up a cause.  Give.  Donate.  Help out.    
 
But the second type is different.  This Popeye Moment is more personal.  Before you 
engage the outside world of Corinth, perhaps you need to deal with the inside world of 
Corinth. Has pleasure become an idol for you?  You know it’s wrong. If all the statistics 
and surveys are correct, then I know that 50% of the men in this room right now have 
looked at pornography in the last 30 days. Barna says it’s 64% of Christian men but I’ll 
give you the benefit of the doubt.  He also says 30% of you have had an extramarital 
affair. See, it’s one thing for me to tell Lauryn to turn off a show, but it wasn’t too long 
ago that I was watching a movie on the same couch in the same family room when God 
tapped me on the shoulder and said “ummm…is this edifying, is this something I could 
watch with you”.  I had to turn it off.  I had to have my own Popeye moment first.  You 
can decry sex trafficking all you want but are you watching inappropriate things?  See 
maybe today you’ve allowed yourself to get deeper and deeper into Corinth and what 
was once flirting with sensuality has turned into something deeper, a hidden addiction, 
a quiet struggle and the Spirit has been nudging you but when will you have your Popeye 
Moment to say, “I can’t stand this anymore”? I’m done. I need to repent.  I will not allow 
bow before the god of pleasure. That is a moment you need to have.  Where do you need 
to take action privately? You need to kick a bad habit.  You need to remove a sin.  You 
need to deal with a problem.  Will you have a Popeye moment today?  
  


