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Media Notes: 

• Green highlights on the screen. 
 

Opening:  
In our series UnFinished we have been explaining our story as humans. As Christians we are not 
lost. We have an origin and a destination.  
Week one we covered creation, week two, the fall, week three Israel, week four Christ and 
today the Church.  
The Church is a people, not a place. It is a community that continually gathers and scatters to 
produce and practice a Christ-centered culture.  
 
Sept 1, 1983 a Korean flight left Anchorage, Alaska on its way to Seoul, Korea. Everything was as 
it should be. After the plane took off the crew and passengers settled in for a long and relaxing 
flight. When they initiated the auto pilot there was a slight navigational error.  At the first check 
in they were only a few miles off course, within the acceptable range for flights. The crew and 
passengers relaxed and let the auto pilot take control. The problem is only one degree of 
misaligned trajectory on a jet without constant supervision will lead it far off course. 5 hours in 
over Soviet air space they were shot down. 269 people lost their lives. 
So where are we at in our journey?  
 
The Bible is clear. God has gifted us all differently. None of us is all-knowing and without 
healthy community we will fly blind (Ephesians 4). 
  
There is something else that’s important to note. 
 
It’s one thing to feel off. It’s another thing to so seclude yourself in spiritual formation that you 
don’t even know you are off.  
  
From the beginning Satan has been working to get humans to turn from God and Godly 
community. The war is against community, it always has been. The enemy wants you alone, so 
alone that you don’t even know you’re off. The enemy wants you bouncing from relationship to 
relationship without actually practicing relational depth, depth to a level where honesty and 
course correction can take place without you constantly running.  
  
It took me years to understand John Wesley’s idea of Christian perfection.  I always thought of 
it as legalism. It wasn’t until I read Nick Harrison’s work out of John Wesley’s journal that it hit 
me. Wesley’s perfection is out of Mark 12:28-31. It’s loving God and loving others in joyful 
charity.  



  
“Without this [love], all we know, all we believe, all we do, all we suffer, will profit us nothing in 
the great day of accounts.” -John Wesley (Vol. 7, 27) 
  
For Wesley perfection is exemplifying the love of God in community.  
  
“The Bible knows nothing of solitary religion.” -John Wesley  
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-20 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.  
14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if 
the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 
less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the 
whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members 
in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 
20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.  

 
There are a few important things to consider: 
 

• This book was written to a church, the Christian family of Corinth. They were divided 
and there was relational tension. They were divided between their favorite Bible 
teachers, Paul, Apollos, and Peter (1 Cor. 1-4).  They were divided by social practices (1 
Cor. 5-10).  They were divided about what an orderly worship service should look like (1 
Cor. 11-14).  They were even divided over theology (1 Cor. 15).  Many of the divisions 
were mere perspective and some were actual sin issues.  
 

• You will always find reasons to quit on or resent Christian community. Paul teaches that 
the response to the enemy’s work to split and constantly divide is the Gospel. Offer the 
Gospel to people. See the world through the lens of the Gospel, including other flawed 
Christians.  

 

• “Baptism is used metaphorically here to refer to the Spirit’s work within the believer to 
unite him or her to the body of Christ, which is also the corporate body of believers.” -
Crossway Study Notes 
 

• The work of Satan from the beginning has been to section you off from God and Godly 
community. The natural posture of the heart in this fallen world will be offense. The 
natural pull of this fallen world will be distance. You will have to work against these.  
 

• There must be a cultural shift for this to happen. We must stop seeing the church, the 
people of God, as a product that you evaluate and rate and more like a family you 



choose to love. The committed beautiful love you so deeply desire to receive comes as 
you offer it.  

 
Final Thoughts: 
A week ago Cara had a birthday party. She turned four years old. We didn’t want her to feel bad 
about not being able to have friends over so we didn’t mention it. Something happened. 
Without prompting she asked where are her friends and why can’t they come. Even at 4 she 
knows deep down she is made for a community. It’s years of pain and hurt and hardening of the 
heart that makes us desire only seclusion.  
 
God wired you for community, to need community, to be a part of a spiritual forever family. 
Satan works to harden and hurt your heart so you will turn away from it.  
 
The church is a people not a place.  It is the body of Christ bringing the culture of the Trinity into 
the world. John Wesley is right, Paul is right – you can’t do this alone. It’s anti-Trinitarian nature 
to be solo.  
 
Where is Jesus? 
We will all fail each other at times. We always turn to Jesus as the prime example of charity. 
The church is the Gospel practiced. He is who we are supposed to model and follow as we do 
life together. He didn’t abandon fallen people, He brought the love of God to them.  
 
Christ brought immeasurable Gospel charity to our imperfection. What will you bring to the 
imperfections you encounter? “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.” John 13:35 
 
What do we do in the Coronavirus shut down? 
Our staff put together a “be a good neighbor” list that’s social distance plague approved.  

1. Call and text your community group or discipleship group weekly to check on them.  
2. Sidewalk chalk your sidewalk with words of encouragement for those that pass by.  
3. Put things up in windows or in someone’s yard to encourage them.  
4. Shoot a quick video on your phone with a word of encouragement and send it to a 

friend.  
5. Share something positive on social media.  
6. Call or text your neighbors and ask if they need anything, including prayer.  
7. Adopt a restaurant and buy food from there.  
8. Buy one pack of toilet paper at a time.  
9. Set your calendar and pray with us at 8:00pm every day.  

 
Questions to discuss with your family or community group: 

1. Why do we need Christian community? 
2. What could we do today to be a good neighbor?   
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