
The Three Hopes 
 
Intro: Good morning Trinity Church! It’s great to see each and every one of you here today, my 
name is Marcus DePeal if you don’t know me and I have the privilege of serving on staff as the 
college and young adult pastor here at Trinity. If you were with us the last several weeks, you 
know that we just finished up a series called The Daily Grind as we addressed the need for us as 
Christians to bring the purpose of Jesus Christ into our workplace. With today being December 
1st we are officially moving into the season of advent in the Church, which means we celebrate 
and reflect upon the arrival of Christ into our world. This week marks the start of a new series, 
The Wonder of Christmas, where we’ll take the next four weeks to talk about hope, love, joy, 
and peace in that order, beginning today with hope. 
 
Introduce the Text: Isaiah 2:1-5 
 
Context: The book of Isaiah as a whole feels like it has plenty of ups and downs. One moment 
Isaiah is proclaiming God’s judgment on His people, and the next He’s prophesying about 
salvation. One moment He’s saying what God hates, the next He’s saying how God will save His 
people. The book has a full range of emotions baked into it, but what we’re going to read today, 
chapter 2 verses 1-5 is a vision that Isaiah has of the end times when Christ returns and reigns 
with His people. It’s in this vision that we jump in, Isaiah 2:1-5. 
 
Read the Text: Isaiah 2:1-5 
 
 
These five verses that we just read are lace with hope for God’s people, who really are no 
strangers to hope. Often, hope is directly related to some kind of waiting for a reality that has 
not yet come, and this is familiar territory for God’s people throughout history, including us 
here today. This morning, we’re not going to talk about hope in a vague or general sense of the 
word, but instead we’re going to talk about three very specific hopes that God’s people have 
clung to. If I had to give you a title for this sermon it would simply be “The Three Hopes.” 
 
1. The 1st Hope: The Hope of Salvation 
 
Illustration: If you know me well at all, you would know that I absolutely love a good story. I 
currently prefer watching good stories play out in a movie as opposed to reading them in a 
book, but either way I’m a sucker for a great story. What’s fascinating about great stories, 
though, is what makes them great. What makes a story hit home with people is its ability to 
reflect the greater story, or greater narrative of God. The stories that we as people agree upon 
as being “great stories” always have elements in them of the best story ever told, the gospel of 
Jesus. Let’s think about some of these “great stories.” We have The Chronicles of Narnia. The 
Lord of the Rings. Harry Potter. Star Wars. 
 
All of these stories are literally built on a hope that some sort of hero or savior-figure will rise 
up and will save everyone else from some awful evil force that they’re up against. These stories 



even include prophecies about this savior-figure, which are all the more reason for people to 
place hope in these figures. 
Unpack: These stories catch our hearts so much because they reflect the story of God and 
specifically the hope of a coming Messiah. After the fall of man in the very beginning which 
results in humanity being separated from God, much of the Old Testament is a book of hope 
waiting for salvation to come to God’s people – the nation of Israel. The Israelites eventually get 
conquered and are under Roman rule and authority, waiting, hoping, and praying for their 
promised Messiah to come and to make things right again. 
 
Finally, hope turns into reality as Christ Himself steps down into His creation as a child. The 
salvation He brought wasn’t quite what the Jewish people were expecting, but instead it’s so 
much BIGGER. He lives this perfect and sinless life which leads Him to a cross where He atones 
for our sins and bridges the chasm that our sin put between us.  
 
Point restated: The first hope, the hope of salvation enables those who profess Jesus as Lord to 
no longer experience shame or separation from God. This hope is freedom from sin and fullness 
of life. The hope of salvation has come into the world as the person of Jesus. 
 
 
2. The 2nd Hope: The Hope of Empowerment 
 
 
After Christ was crucified, we know that He raised Himself from the grave just three days later. 
After His resurrection He revealed Himself to His disciples and spent a little over a month on 
earth before He ascended to the Father. For a moment though just put yourself into the shoes 
of the disciples Jesus at this time… They had just recently watched their best friend, their 
mentor, their pastor, their Savior be crucified on a cross by their own religious leaders. Scared 
for their own lives they go into hiding, afraid that they might receive the same treatment as 
Christ. After He raises Himself from the grave He comes back to them, bringing so much hope 
and joy along with it… but it’s short-lived. 
 
After 40 days the same best friend, mentor pastor, Savior that they just lost says He’s leaving 
them again. Can you imagine? We just watched you die and now you’re leaving us a second 
time? Before He leaves He tells them to go into Jerusalem and to wait for the gift of the Spirit to 
come, even saying that it’s better that He leaves so the Spirit might come. So about 120 of His 
followers go and wait in a tiny and crowded room in Jerusalem, hoping, praying that their 
Teacher didn’t leave them empty handed. They’re stuck in that room for 10 DAYS waiting for 
the empowerment of the Spirit, until finally… there’s a rushing wind, and tongues of fire come 
down from heaven. 120 people that were just for their own lives because of their relationship 
with Jesus are now boldly proclaiming the Gospel in not just their own language, but in 
languages that everyone around can understand. 
 
Point restated: The second hope, the hope of empowerment is proof that God didn’t send His 
people out empty-handed. He didn’t save us and then leave us, but He saved us and now uses 



us to further His mission in this world with a spirit of boldness. The hope of empowerment has 
come into the world as the Spirit of God. 
 
3. The 3rd Hope: The Hope of Restoration 
 
 
This is where we find ourselves coming back to the text we read at the beginning of this 
sermon, Isaiah chapter 2 verses 1-5. Let’s read it together one more time: 
 

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: In the last days the mountain of 
the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, 
and all nations will stream to it. Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 
The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He will judge between the nations 
and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 
Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
Isaiah 2:1-5 (NIV) 
 

Here’s the reality of where things are today – the hope of salvation has come into the world. 
Christ Himself has come down to us from heaven, atoned for the sins of mankind on the cross, 
and made it possible for us to be in right relationship with Him. The hope of empowerment has 
come into the world as the Spirit now resides in the Church and in Christians to help us fulfill 
the mission Jesus has given to us. While all of this is totally true, why is it that when we look 
around at our world it seems like so much is wrong? Why does it still feel like so much is off? 
Because we’re still waiting on the second coming of Christ, the restoration of the world. 
 
We’re waiting for this picture from Isaiah where many different peoples and nations are coming 
to the mountain of God to worship Him and live with Him. We’re waiting for the day where 
swords and spears are no longer needed, and are turned into plowshares and pruning hooks. 
Instead of having devices of war we wait for the day when we only have devices to work the 
land God has given us. 
 
Church can I encourage you – there will be a day when all political debates are over. There will 
be a day when there are no more school shootings. There is a day coming when military is no 
longer needed, where nuclear weapons are a faint memory of the past. A day is coming when 
anxiety and depression will be banished from our lives, where loneliness and sorrow are buried. 
 
Let’s remember these words from Revelation 21 in light of Isaiah’s vision: 
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: “Behold, the dwelling 
place of God is with man, and He will dwell with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be 
with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or 



mourning or crying or pain, for the former things have passed away.” And the One seated on the throne 
said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 
 
Revelation 21:1-5a (NIV) 

 
Point Restated: The third hope, the hope of restoration is a promise that all broken things will 
be made right. That the current world we live in is temporary, and a perfect, lasting Kingdom is 
coming. The hope of restoration is coming back in the person of Jesus. 
 
 
Response: As we begin this advent season and our series The Wonder of Christmas, my 
question to you this morning would be this: 
 
Which of the “Three Hopes” do you need to come into your life this morning? 
 

1. The hope of salvation 
2. The hope of empowerment 
3. The hope of restoration 

 
 
 


